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OK    THK 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

1886-87. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  January  26,  1886,  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  read  a  paper*  on  "Town  Names  in  Rhode 
Island,"  and  Mr.  Edward  Field,  2d,  read  a  paper  on  "The  For- 
tifications in  and  around  Providence." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  9,  1886,  the  Rev.  William  F.  B. 
Jackson,  read  a  paper  on   "The  Trial  of"  Anne  Hutchinson." 

At  a  meetino;  held  Februarv  23,  1886,  Professor  William 
Matthews  of  Boston,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Battle  of 
Waterloo." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  9,  1886,  Mr.  James  Burdick,  read 
a  paper  entitled  "Reminiscences  of  a  California  Forty-Niner." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  23,  1886,  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root, 
read  a  sketch  on  "The  Family  Life  and  public  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner  ;"  and  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Denison,  read 
a  paper  on  the   "History  and  Romance  of  the  South  County." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  6,  1886,  the  secretary 
announced    tlie    death    on   the  10th  of   March,  1886,    of  Mr. 


*The  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
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John  B.  Moreau,  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club,  to  whom  the 
Society  is  indebted  for  gifts  :  and  also  announced  the  completion 
of  the  appendices  of  the  Rhode  Island  Cincinnati  Register.  A 
portrait  of  Joseph  Olney ,  the  keeper  of  the  Olney-Street  Tavern 
in  17f)8,  was  exhii)ited.  The  librarian  reported  that  108  vol- 
umes, 1,117  pamphlets  and  175  miscellaneous  articles  had  been 
received  during  the  quarter.  Hon.  Ellery  H.  Wilson  of  East 
Providence,  Mr.  George  E.  Noyes  of  Providence  and  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Norris,  jr.,  of  Bristol,  were  elected  resident  members  ;  Mr. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  of  Freetown,  Mass.,  was  elected  a  corres- 
ponding member;  and  Hon.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Rt-solved,  That  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  has  received  with  great 
pleasure  the  announcement  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  of  London, 
.  to  publish  a  copy  of  documents,  collected  by  him  in  European  capitals,  and  rela- 
ting to  the  history  of  those  eventful  years  in  which  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  was  secured.  Of  unquestionable  authenticity  and  drawn  from  archives  not 
easily  open  to  the  student,  and  procured  by  a  considerable  outlay  of  labor  and 
money,  these  documents  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  become  the  property  of  that 
government  whose  foundation  they  illustrate. 

Resolved,  That  we  agree  with  other  Historical  Societies  in  regarding  this  enter- 
prise as  eminently  deserving  the  aid  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  Rhode  Island  in  Congress,  with  the  request  that  they  use  their 
influence,  as  they  may  have  opportunity,  in  behalf  of  the  purpose  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  offered  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  for  the  gift  of  a  photographic 
copy  of  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Carre,  minister  of  the 
French  Colony  in  Narragansett  in  1689,  and  of  an  anonymous 
manuscript  sermon  in  French  and  dated  1715.  Attention  was 
called  to  a  cane  made  from  the  timber  of  the  Confederate  ram 
Merrimac,  presented  l)y  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bigelow  Updike.  The 
Rev.  J.  P.  Root  read  a  second  paper  on  ''The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner."   Mr.  John  A.  Howland  addressed  the 
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Society,  giving-  an  account  of  the  dates  ot  the  action  taken  by 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  banishment  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  he  was  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  his  remarks.* 

At  a  meeting  held  April  20,  18i<(!,  the  Kev.  VV.  K.  Bagnall 
of  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  read  a  |)aper  on  "The  Textile  Industries 
of  our  Country  prior  to  1800." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  H.  188H,  the  librarian  re- 
ported that  there  had  been  received  96  volumes,  311  pamphlets 
and  47  miscellaneous  ai'ticles  ;  including  a  MS.  copy  of  the  first 
census  of  Providence  taken  by  the  (xeueral  government  in  1790, 
and  a  (juantity  of  original  papers  relating  to  the  Fenner  family, 
presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pardon  F.  Brown  of  Manton.  Messrs. 
Amos  C.  Barstow,  jr.,  and  Alexander  Walford  of  Providence, 
were  elected  resident  members.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  urging  that  steps  be  taken  toward  the 
preparation  of  a  map  of  the  State  show^ing  Indian  places  and 
names ;  and  Messrs.  Henry  J.  Steere.  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
Richmond  P.  Everett  and  Barnabas  B.  Hammond  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  take  such  action  as  they  deem  advisable  in  the 
matter.  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith  reported 
that  they  attended  the  dedication  of  the  Gofl  Memorial  Town 
Hall  in  Rehoboth,  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  as  delegates  of  the 
Society.  The  President  announced  the  death  of  Messrs.  John 
R.  Bartlett,  Edward  C  Mauran,  Thomas  A.  Doyle  and  Samuel 
H.  Wales,  members  of  the  Society.  The  Rev.  Crawford  Night- 
ingale read  a  paper  on  **The  Influence  of  the  Family  in  Town 
History."  The  President  read  a  j)aper  prepared  by  Mr.  John  O. 
Austin,  entitled,  "Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study;"  and 
also  gave  an  account  of  the  opening  of  the  grave  of  William 
Blackstone  at  Study  Hill,  in  Cumberland,  on  the  6th  of  May 
last. 

*'l"he   paper,  subsequently  prepareil   by  Mr.  [lowland,  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
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At  the  quarterly  nieetino;  held  October  5,  188(i,  the  Rev.  H. 
Usher  ]\Ionro  and  Messrs.  Howard  O.  Sturges,  Edward  M.  Dart, 
Raymond  G.  Mowry  and  Charles  R.  Earle  of  Providence,  and 
Mark  H.  Wood  of  Barrington,  were  elected  resident  members; 
and  John  R.  Bartlett,  Counnander  U.  S.  X,,  was  elected  a  cor- 
responding member.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  it  was  voted 
that  the  Society  recommends  as  worthy  of  publication  by  State 
aid  the  Alphabetical  and  Chronological  Lists  ot  Births,  Marri- 
ages and  Deaths  recorded  in  the  several  towns  of  this  State  from 
163G  to  1850,  now  nearly  conii)letcd  by  Mr.  James  N,  Arnold. 
Mr.  iNIark  H.  Wood  was  added  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
Places  and  Names.  Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  read  a  paper 
on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  Thomas  WiUet.  the  first  Mayor 
of  New  York  city." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  2,  188(5,  the  President  read  a 
paper*  on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  John  Russell  Bartlett." 

At  a  meeting  held  Noven)bci-  1().  188fi.  Hon.  John  Winslow 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  read  a  jj;iper  on  "The  Trial  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Judges  : — An  Ej)isodc  touching  Currency  and  Constitu- 
tional Law." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  30,  188(),  Hon.  John  D.  Wash- 
burn of  Worcester,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Unpublished 
Auto-biography  of  President  Increase  Mather,  reviewed  in  the 
Light  of  the  recent  Connncnioration  at  Harvard  University."' 

At  a  meeting  held  Dcccnibin-  14.  l.S,S(),  Mr.  Claudius  1^.  Farns- 
worth  read  a  ])apcr  on  "The  Legislation  of  the  Roman  Empe-' 
rors  respecting  the  ('hurch." 

The  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting  was  held  January  11.  1887. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D..  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  President  was  authorized  to  sign  a  memorial  to  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  publication  of  the  historical  collections  of  Mr.  B. 
F.  Stevens.  iMessrs.  Reul)en  A.  (iuild,  Stephen  F.  Peckham, 
Howard  W.  Preston.  Walter  A.  Peck,  William  H.  Wood,  Ar- 


*The  paper  has  heL-n  printed   and  distrilmteil   amoii}!  the  members. 
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thur  Amoiv  (iiiiuiiu!ll*  and  Willitun  PI.  H()[)kins,  2d,  of  Provi- 
dence, were  elected  resident  members  :  and  tlie  Rev.  Eaton  W. 
Maxey  of"  Iroy,  \.  ^  ..  Hon.  John  ^^  iiislow  of  Brooklyn.  \. 
Y.,  and  Major  (i.  A.  Itaikcs  of  London.  Kniiland.  were  elected 
corres[)on(ling  members. 

Reports  were  presented  l)y  tlie  ri-easni'er.  the  Connnittec  on 
J^nildinii'  and  (irounds,  the  Committee  on  Publications,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  and  Messrs.  P^oiter  and  Arnold  of  the 
Procurators. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Presidi'nt  was  presentetl  (he  bein<i" 
detained  from  the  meetinu'  l)y  illness),  and  the  same,  and  the  re- 
ports of  officers  and  committees  were  referred  to  the  Connnittec 
on   Publications. 

It  was  \()ted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each 
resident  member,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  \(»ted  that  the  Connnittec  on  Publications  be  author^ 
ized  to  |)rint  five  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings,  to  include 
the  j)aj)er  by  Mr.  Howland  on  the  date  of  banishment  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  the  paper  by  Dr.  Parsons  on  Rhode  Island  Town 
Names,  and  any  others  the  connnittee  shall  select,  provided  the 
whole  expense  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars. 

The  officei's  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
The  names  of  the  officers  are  [jrinted  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

*  Deceased. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THK  PRESIDENT. 


Geutleme)/   of  f/ie   Historical   Socittij : 

As  we  assemble  in  this  our  .sixty-fitth  annual  meeting.  1  am 
happy  to  congratulate  you  on  the  general  prosperity  of  the  So- 
ciety and  on  the  progress  of  the  work  in  which  it  has  so  long 
been  engased.  We  have  received  during  the  vear  that  has  closed, 
from  various  sources,  a  considerable  variety  of  books,  pamphlets 
and  other  articles  of  historical  interest,  that  may  illustrate  the 
habits  of  life,  the  social  oondition,  the  types  of  individual  char- 
acter, as  well  as  the  methods  of  business  and  the  public  trans- 
actions of  our  own  and  of  former  generations.  Many  of  these 
are  in  the  form  of  local  histories  and  personal  biographies  and 
many  others  are  the  fruits  of  antiquarian  or  genealogical  re- 
search, while  others  still  are  the  records  of  passing  events  or  the 
published  journals  of  societies  kindred  to  our  own.  The  whole 
number  of  the  articles  thus  received  dui'ing  the  year  1^86,  is 
2,483,  of  which  390  are  ijound  volumes,  1,803  are  pamphlets 
not  bound,  and  21)0  are  miscellaneous  articles  not  classified. 

The  work  of  classifvincr,  arranfjinjr  and  catalo<;uinff  the  arti- 
cles  of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  was  begun 
several  years  ago,  has  been  diligently  prosecuted  by  the  librarian 
and  his  assistant.  Nearly  all  now  in  our  possession  are  readily 
accessible  to  those  who  may  desire  to  consult  or  inspect  them  for 
historical  purposes.  By  removing  certain  classes  of  books  from 
the  shelves  in  the  south  gallery  of  the  Cabinet  building  and  pla- 
cing them  on  the  Hoor,  and  by  the  addition  of  new  shelves  in 
every  vacant  space  (»y  the  walls,  we  have  been  able  to  provide 
for  the  arrangenunt  <jf  all  the  volumes  and  pamphlets  which  we 
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now  possess.  The  overcrowded  and  unsightly  condition  of  our 
Cabinet  building,  however,  still  appeals  in  vain  for  the  enlarge- 
ment which  it  greatly  needs  and  ought  to  receive. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  nine  of  the  resident  members 
of  the  Societv  have  been  removed  by  death.  Their  names  are 
as  follows  : 

William  Jones  Miller,  Edward  Carrington  Mauran,  Henry 
Lewis  Fairbrother,  (ieorge  Lyman  Claflin.  John  Russell  Bart- 
lett,  Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Samuel  Hazard  Wales,  Daniel 
Howland  Greene,  Daniel  Wanton  Lyman.  Brief  obituary  no- 
tices of  these  our  deceased  associates  will  l)e  printed  with  the 
annual  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

The  (piarterly  meetings  of  the  Society  for  business  and  for  the 
consideration  of  special  topics  in  local  history  and  in  other  similar 
branches  of  inquiiy,  have  been  well  attended  and  have  awakened 
more  than  usual  interest.  ^Nluch  useful  and  suggestive  information 
has  been  thus  presented  relating  to  conspicuous  persons  and 
families  and  to  dates  or  events  which  have  been  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion or  inquiry.  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  our  members, 
as  generally  as  possible,  should  prepare  themselves  to  bring  to 
these  quarterly  meetings  such  well-ascertained  facts  relating  to 
local  history  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  such  Cjuestions 
as  may  occur  to  them  concerning  it  and  such  views  as  they  may 
have  formed  pertaining  to  the  interests  and  work  of  the  Society. 
It  is  in  these  meetings,  also,  that  the  fruits  of  all  individual 
studies  and  inquiries  should  be  brought  together  and  made  the 
common  possession  of  all  who  attend  tl>em.  During  the  past 
year  I  am  happy  to  think  that  some  worthy  work  of  this  kind 
has  been  done. 

Our  public  gatherings  every  two  weeks  during  the  winter 
months,  which  are  open  to  all  who  may  choose  to  attend,  have 
also  been  well  sustained.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects 
and  of  the  authors  of  the  several  papers  which  have  been  read  on 
these  occasions,  and  also  at  the  quarterly  meetings  during  the 
vear  : 
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I.  January  2(3 — "Town  Names  in  Rliodc  Island,"  by  Di-. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  and  "The  Fortificjitions  In  and  Around 
Providence,"  by  Mr.  Edward  Field. 

II.  February  9 — "The  Trial  of  Anne  Hutchinson."  by  the 
Uc\ .  Wiiliain  F.  B.  Jackson. 

III.  February  23 — "The  Batth'  of  Waterloo."  with  illustra- 
tions, by  Professor  William  Matthews. 

I\'.  March  9 — "Reminiscences  of  California  in  1<S49,"  by 
Mr.  James  Burdick. 

\'.  March  23 — "A  Sketch  of  the  Pul»lic  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner,  of  Colonial  Times."  by  the  Rev.  James  P. 
Root,  and  "The  History  and  Komancc  of  the  South  County," 
by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Denison. 

VI.  April  B — At  a  (juarterly  meeting,  "The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner,"  by  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root;  "The 
Date  of  the  Banishment  of  Roger  Williams,"  by  Mr.  John  .V. 
I  lowland;  a  conununication  from  Professor  Asa  Bird  (Jai'diner 
on  the  "Completion  of  the  Register  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society 
of  Cincinnati,"  read  by  Mr.  Amos  Perry. 

VII.  April  20 — "The  Textile  Industries  of  Our  Country 
Prior  to  1800,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Bagnall. 

VTII.  July  6 — At  a  quarterly  meeting.  "Indian  Names  and 
Localities,"  by  ex-(iovernor  Elisha  Dyer:  "A  Brief  Sketch  of 
the  Nightingale  Family  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  the  Rev.  Crawfoi-d 
Nightingale  :  "An  Account  of  the  Opening  of  the  Grare  of  the 
Rc\ .  W  illiam  Blackstone,  with  Some  Memoranda  of  His  Life," 
l)y  the  President  of  the  Society;  "Dedication  of  the  (roflf  Me- 
morial Town  Hall,  in  Rehoboth,''  by  the  Secretarv,  Mr.  Perrv  : 
"Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study,"  by  Mr.  J<ihn  O.  Austin. 

IX.  October  5 — At  a  (juarterly  meeting.  "The  Life  and 
Public  Services  of  Thomas  Willett,  First  Mayor  of  New  York." 
by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons:  "What  are  the  Willett  Papers 
and  Where  was  the  Home  of  Miantonomi '?"  by  Miss  Esther 
Bernon  Carpenter,  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Societv. 

X.  November  2 — "The  Life  and  Services  of  the  Late  Hon. 
J(»lui  Russell   liartlett,"  bv  the  President  of  the  Societv. 
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XI.  Xovcmhcr  IH — "'I'lic  Trial  of  the  Rhode  Islaiul  fhi(l<>;es. 
An  Episode  Touching  Currency  and  Constitutional  Law,"*  by 
the  Hon.  John  Winslow. 

XII.  November  30 — "The  Unpublished  Autobiography  of 
President  Increase  Mather,  of  Har^ard  College."  by  the  H(tn. 
John  D.  Washburne. 

XIII.  December  14 — "The  Legislation  of  the  Roman  Em- 
perors Respecting  the  Church,"  by  Mr.  Claudius  B.  Farnsworth. 

XIV.  December  28 — "Sir  Henry  S.  Maine  on  the  Pros- 
pects of  Popular  Government,"  by  Professor    E.    B.  Andrews. 

Of  the  papers  thus  enumerated,  eighteen  were  prepared  by 
i-esident  members  of  the  Society  and  the  other  fi\  c  were  contribu- 
ted by  gentlemen  from  abroad,  who  have  greatly  obliged  us  by 
the  useful  and  kindly  services  which  they  have  rendered  us. 

In  this  connection  I  may  remark  that  a  member  of  the  Society 
has  recently  examined  its  records  from  the  beginning  of  its  ex- 
istence, sixty-five  yt'ars  ago,  and  has  placed  in  my  hands  a  care- 
fully prepared  list  of  the  papei-s  which  have  been  read  at  its 
meetings,  both  j)ul)lic  and  pri\atc,  with  the  names  of  their  au- 
thors. The  papers  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  uundjer  and  the 
authors  are  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  This  Cabinet  building  was 
erected  and  opened  witii  public  exercises  in  1844,  and  in  1846, 
in  addition  to  comnumications  made  at  meetings  of  the  Society, 
it  was  decided  to  ha\  e  an  annual  address  delivered  every  winter 
by  some  member  appointed  for  the  j)urpo8e,  in  one  of  the  chiu'ches 
of  Providence,  at  which  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  (xcn- 
eral  Assembly  should  be  invited  to  attend.  Indeed  two  of  them, 
1  think,  were  deli^('red  in  the  Representatives'  Chamber  of  the 
State  house.  These  occasions,  as  many  of  us  remember,  awak- 
ened a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  discoiu'ses  which  marked  them 
rank  high  among  the  l)est  literary  productions  of  the  State.  ( )nc 
of  them  I  recall  with  special  satisfaction  and  pride  as  pi-ci'mi- 
nent  o\er  all  the  others.  It  was  delivered  iiy  Chief  Justice 
Job  Durfee  in  the  P^irst  Congregational  (church,  in  the  presence 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  on  the  evening  of  Jami- 
ary  13,  1847,  just  forty  years  ago.     The  subject  was  the  Riiode 
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Island  Idea  of  (ioNornnicnt.  Tt  had  undoubtedly  been  sug- 
i^'i'stcd  bv  the  distractions  wliicli  the  State  had  passed  through  a 
few  years  before,  and  w  hicli  the  Chief  Justice  had  watched  with 
the  utmost  anxiety  and  sorrow.  He  was  then  in  the  meridian  of 
his  rare  and  vai'ied  powers,  and  the  tlieme  inspired  him,  perhaps, 
to  the  noblest  effort  of  his  life.  He  stood  forth  as  the  chamjjion 
of  the  injured  and  afflicted  State  in  a  discourse  which  combined 
the  soundest  political  philosophy  with  a  glowing  eloquence  that 
ca|)tivated  all  w  ho  listened  to  it.  Never  has  a  grander  discourse 
on  an\-  kindred  theme  Ix'cti  (leli\('red  to  an  assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  people. 

The  practice  of  having  annual  discourses  appears  to  have  been 
discontinued  after  1855,  probably  on  account  of  the  dfficulty  of 
|>rocuring  s])cakcrs  for  occasions  so  conspicuous,  the  last  having 
been  delivered  l)y  the  Kev.Dr.  P^dward  B.  Hall.  From  this  time 
for  a  considerable  period  the  literary  exercises  of  the  Society 
consisted  onl\  of  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members,  made 
either  at  (piarterly  or  at  special  meetings  called  for  the  purpose 
at  tiie  Cabinet  building.  Many  of  the  papers  thus  read  were  of 
historical  importance,  and  not  a  few  of  them  form  parts  of  valu- 
able works  which  have  been  pul>lished.  At  some  of  these  meet- 
ings, also,  the  pul)lic  were  invited  to  attend.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  about  1<S74  that  the  Society  adopted  its  present  arrangement 
of  ha\  ing  speci;d  public  meetings  at  the  Cabinet  building  every 
two  weeks  durini>;  the  winter  months  for  the  readino-  of  historical 
papers  on  subjects  alike  of  local  and  of  general  interest.  Since 
that  time  these  meetings  have  been  maintained  with  a  success 
whicii  does  credit  to  the  Society.  The  papers  thus  furnished 
every  winter  for  the  past  tweh  e  years  and  more,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly nseful,  not  only  for  the  information  which  they  have 
imparted,  but  also  foi-  the  interest  which  they  have  awakened  in 
the  connnunity  concerning  the  studies  which  we  are  engaged  in 
j>romoting.  The  only  drawback  attending  them  is  in  the  fact 
that  no  larger  luunber  of  our  own  members  have  enoaoed  in 
[)reparing  them. 
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I  liave  {ulvortofl  to  these  statistic,  fiiniislied  from  our  records, 
in  order  to  show  how  nuineioiis  have  been  the  inceiitixcs  which 
this  kSoeietv  has  at  all  times  otleivd  to  its  lucnihcrs  to  (h)  histori- 
cal work,  and  also  the  occasions  which  it  has  coutiniiallyatt()rde(l 
them  to  bring  that  work  to  the  attention  of  tlie  public.  'Phis  is 
no  unimportant  service  to  be  done  in  an\  counnuMity,  especially 
in  one  like  our  own,  where  the  ordinary  stimulus  to  literary  etlort 
and  the  readiness  to  engage  in  it  are  l)oth  exceedingly  small. 
It  has  always  been  the  habit — j)erha|)s  the  necessity — of  the  town 
to  depend  on  ])ersons  from  other  [)laces  t(»  meet  \\hate\er  de- 
mand there  miuht  be  tor  an v  hio'her  literarv  service,  iind  I  ;iui 
happy  to  recall  the  fact  that  our  Society  has  at  all  times  had  for 
its  aim  the  encouragement  of  such  gifts  an<l  attainments  as  we 
have  found  at  home.  I  nnist  confess,  however,  to  a  feeling  of 
amazement,  as  well  as  of  regi'et,  that  so  few  of  our  educated  men 
have  responded  to  the  incentives  or  used  the  opportunities  which 
have  been  thus  affoi-ded  them,  ^^'hat  we  need  most  signally  as 
a  community  is  the  activt'  enlistment  of  the  largest  possible  num- 
ber of  our  educated  minds  in  the  service  of  the  public  good  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  intellectual  tone  of  the  city.  It  is  time 
that  we  rise  above  this  intellectmd  provincialism  w  hich  blights 
us  and  prevents  a  full  and  fair  develo[)ment  of  our  higher  capaci- 
ties as  a  })eople.  Many  things  we  do  as  well  as  they  can  be  done 
anywhere  else.  Professional  practice,  mechanic  aits,  industiial 
vocations  of  almost  every  kind,  find  here  accomj)lished  masters 
and  leaders.  How  is  it  that  the  same  can  scarcely  be  said  oi 
scholarship  and 'letters?  How  is  it  that  among  the  many  educa- 
ted men  of  the  city  and  the  State,  so  few  ha\c  done  anything  in 
literature?  There  is  talent  enough,  then'  are  resoun-es  enough, 
but  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  think  that  high  aspii-ation  is  still 
wanting  and  that  the  second  city  in  New  England  in  point  of 
population,  is  content  to  be  below  the  second  in  the  use  \\  Inch 
its  educated  men  make  of  their  advantages. 

For  a  fidl  list  of  the  additions  of  l)ooks.  pani[>hlets  and  other 
articles  of  historical    interest.  I  refer  von   to  the   statement    fur- 
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nislu'd  l)v  the  SccivtHrv  and  to  tlie  fuller  re|)oit  uf  the  committee 
on  the  lil)riirv.  I,  however,  make  mention  of  a  few  of  such  as 
have  l)eeii  hrouii'ht  to  iiiv  attention. 

I.  "'riie  Home  Lots  of  the  Kaily  Settlers  of  the  Pro\  idenee 
Plantations."  by  Charles  \\vman  IIo|)kins;  a  woj-k  compiled 
with  i>reat  indnstrv  and  care  and  an  imi)oi-tant  aid  in  settling 
(juestions  which  haxc  hecn  long  in  debate,  as  t(»  the  lots  first 
owned  and  occnpied  bv  the  fonnders  ot  the  town. 

II.  "Advanced  Sheets  of  the  Censns  of  Rhode  Island,"  l)y 
Amos  Perrx  .  'Phis  is  designed  to  Itc  a  part  of  the  censns  of  the 
Stati'  now  in  prepiii'ation.  bnt  not  yet  completed.  It  presents  a 
iienei'al  \ie\\  of  the  u'eoorMphv  and  the  natinal  features  of  the 
State,  its  di\  isions  into  counties,  the  oi'igin  of  the  sexcral  towns 
in  cMcli  county,  and  the  conspicuous  facts  in  the  history  and  con- 
dition of  each.  Phe  work  embraces  115  ])ages  and  contains  a 
larffe  amount  of  statistical  and  historical  information. 

III.  "Footprints  of  Roger  \\'illiams."  by  Reuben  A.  (inild, 
which  contains  an  enquiry  as  to  the  date  and  the  place  of  the 
I)ii-th  of  the  founder  of  the  State. 

I\  .  "Dedication  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument  in 
South  Kingstown,  in  June  188(i.""  containing  addresses  by  the 
Hon.  Rowland  Hazard  and  Major  B.  B.  Hammond  :  a  poem  and 
an  ode  by  the  Re\  .  Frederic  Denison,  and  other  exercises  of 
the  occasion. 

\' .  "  I )i-ief  History  of  the  Town  of  (lloucester,"'  bv  Mrs.  Yj. 
A.   Perry. 

VI.  "Documents  lllustratiAC  of  American  Historv,  l(i()(i- 
iSliH.  with  Introductions  and  References,'' by  Howard  W.  Pres- 
ton. \  very  useful  compilation.  The  earliest  document  which  it 
('(mtains  is  the  rharter  of  the  Colony  of  \'irginia  in  1()0(),  and 
the  latest  is  the  Proclamation  of  Emancii)ation  l)v  President 
Lincoln  in  I'SHo.  The  inter\-ening  docunu'nts  are  of  correspond- 
ing iinportanc<'. 

VII.  "The  Anthony  Memorial  :  a  Catalogue  of  the  Harris 
Collection  of  American  Poetry,  with  Biographical  and  Biblio- 
graphical Xotes,"  by  John  C.  Stockbridge. 
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This  voliinic  very  j3i'c)|)orly  finds  a  place  in  our  collection  ot" 
jiiaterials  tor  Hliodc  Island  History.  Sonu'  of  tlic  works  \vht)s(' 
titles  it  contains,  are  hy  Rhode  Island  authors.  In  addition  to 
this  the  collection  ot"  Anieiican  j)oetry.  of  which  it  is  the  cata- 
logue, was  heu'un  l>v  the  late  xVlhert  C.  Greene,  a  former  Prcsi- 
dent  of  this  Society.  It  subsequently  became  the  ]>roj)erty  of 
our  late  associate,  Caleb  Fiske  Hams,  by  whom  it  was  largely 
increased,  and  finally  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony,  who 
made  many  additions  to  it,  and  bequeathed  it  to  Brown  Univer- 
sity. 

YIII.  "Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  Professor  of 
Historv  and  Political  Economy  in  Brown  University,  Compile<l 
from  his  Letters,  flournals  and  Wi'itings,  and  the  Recollections 
of  His  Friends,"  b\  C'arctline  Hazard.  This  delightful  \<)lume  is 
carefnlh  compiled  from  a  \ariety  of  materials,  with  excellent 
iudunient  and  <»()od  taste,  and  forms  a  verv  interestiuif  and  ofrace- 
ful  memorial  of  our  late  associate  and  friend. 

IX .  A  framed  Photogra])h  of  the  Governor  Bull  house  in 
Newport,  built  in  l(iH9,  i)resehted  by  Henry  Bull,  Esijuire.  It 
is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  house  now  standing  in  the  State. 

I  haAC  also  received  for  the  Cabinet,  fi'om  Mi'.  Daniel  Berke- 
ley Updike,  ])hotographic  views  of  Cocumscussuc,  or  "Smith's 
Castle,"  at  Wickford,  i)uilt  on  the  site  and  largely  of  the  timbers 
of  the  luMise  erected  b\  Richard  Smith  in  l(!3!l,  the  earliest 
Entilish  house  in  the  Xarragansett  Countrv.  This  house  was  for 
several  generations  the  i)roperty  of  the  I'pdike  family. 

The  Society  has  received  invitations  to  l)e  represented  on  se\  - 
eral  public  occasions  of  historical  interest  in  other  States.  .Vmong 
these  may  be  mentioned  :  1,  The  dedication  of  the  GofI  Menu)- 
rial  Town  Hall  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  on  May  10,  l'S8().  which 
was  attended  bv  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith. 
'2.  The  unveilinijr  of  a  monument  to  C\)luml)us  in  Tower  (xrove 
I'ark,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Oct.  12:  the  invitation  was  acknowl- 
edged but  no  representatives  were  sent.  8,  The  unveiling  of  the 
Baitholdi  Statue  ot  ••Lil)i'rt\   Enliiihrenino  the  ^^'orld."  at  Bed- 
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loe's  Island,  near  New  York,  on  October  '2i>,  which  Messrs. 
Beckwith,  Everett  and  Burdick  were  appointed  to  attend  in  be- 
half of  the  Society. 

In  oiu"  own  State,  the  most  important  historical  event  of  the 
vear  has  been  the  celebi-ation  by  the  miniicipal  authorities  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Provi- 
dence. The  occasion  had  been  anticipated  with  extraordinary 
interest,  and  the  expectations  which  it  had  awakened,  I  think, 
were  fully  satisfied  by  the  manner  in  whiish  its  observance  was 
conducted.  It  was  carefully  prejjared  by  a  special  conmiittee  of 
the  Citv  Cotuicil,  who  invited  this  Society  to  name  some  of  its 
members  to  share  in  their  deliberations.  The  gentlemen  thus 
named  were  Messrs.  Hanunond,  Rogers.  A\  alker.  Staples  and 
Southwick.  The  celebratiim  took  place  on  the  28d  and  24th  days 
of  June,  only  a  few  days  subse(pient  to  the  death  of  the  Mayor, 
the  H(ni.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  who  had  presided  over  the  City 
(xovernment  for  ncjirlv  eighteen  veai's.  It  was  extended  through 
two  entire  davs.  and'  all  its  arran<>'ements  and  i)aoeaiits  were 
suited  to  so  memorable  an  event.  I  may  add  that  its  effect 
was  greatly  aided  by  news[)apei-s  of  the  city,  especially  by  the 
Providence  Journal,  which  pul)lished  not  only  full  accounts  of 
the  celebration,  but  also  historical  sketches  of  prominent  events, 
of  important  institutions,  and  of  the  rise  and  growth  of  many 
leading  industrial  interests  of  the  city. 

On  the  first  day  religious,  nuisical  and  literary  exercises  were 
held  in  the  morning  in  the  Fii-st  Ba])tist  Meeting-house,  where 
nearly  all  tlie  high  solemnities  of  the  town  have  been  celebrated 
during  the  past  hundred  years.  In  the  afternoon  the  children  of 
the  public  schools  were  assembled  in  Roger  Williams  Park,  where 
they  sang  patriotic  songs  and  were  addressed  by  eminent  citizens 
selected  for  the  service.  The  evcnino;  was  o'iven  to  a  concert  in 
Infantry  Hall,  and  to  nmsic  by  bands  in  some  of  the  public 
squares  and  j)arks.  The  second  day  was  a  day  of  processions  and 
pageants  civic.  luiHtary  and  industrial,  designed  to  set  forth  suc- 
cessive phases  of  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  manifold  trades 
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and  occupations  of  the  people,  while  the  evening  was  set  apart 
to  a  l)rilliant  display  of  fireworks  that  should  express  the  univer- 
sal jov  which  the  aiuiiversary  had  awakened. 

But  it  is  what  was  sj)oken  on  this  historic  occasion  that  more 
especially  concerns  us  now.  The  orator  was  Chief  Justice  Durfee 
— the  second  of  that  name  and  title — the  distinguished  son  of  a 
distinguished  father,  hoth  of  whom  have  held  the  highest  judicial 
position  in  the  State,  and  hoth  of  whom  have  united  in  their 
own  characters  the  graces  of  the  scholar  with  the  integrity  of  the 
jurist.  The  discourse  which  he  delivered  was  filled  with  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  Rhode  Island  history  and  fully  met  the  high  de- 
mands of  the  occasion.  It  set  forth  the  occurrences  which  in 
early  times  gave  rise  to  the  founding  of  Providence,  with  a  proper 
discrimination  between  what  is  important  and  what  is  incidental 
in  the  events  of  the  period,  and  thus  it  ])resented  the  character 
of  its  founder  in  a  just  and  well-di'awn  portraiture  that  is  not 
likely  to  be  materially  changed  in  any  of  its  features.  It  traced 
the  influences  which  have  shaped  the  growth  and  formed  the  char- 
acter of  our  ancient  town  and  made  it  what  it  has  since  become. 
Xor  did  the  discriminating  orator  omit  to  mention  the  defects 
that  were  wrought  into  our  social  organization  or  to  urge  upon 
us  the  transcendent  importance  of  broader  views  and  higher  aims 
in  our  civil  affairs.  Our  position  as  a  city,  our  destiny  as  a  com- 
munity depends  not  on  what  our  fathers  did  long  ago — but  on 
what  we  do  now.  It  will  be  a  monumental  disgrace  if,  at  this 
late  period  in  its  history,  Providence,  so  beautiful  for  situation, 
so  aboundino;  in  natural  advantages  of  everv  kind,  is  now  obliged 
to  surrender  the  advanced  })osition  which  she  has  begun  to  oc- 
cupy. Let  her  capitalists,  her  educated  professional  men.  hei* 
industrial  leaders,  her  whole  population  unite  in  urging  her  for- 
ward and  guiding  her  to  the  splendid  destiny  that  is  within  her 
reach. 

On  more  than  one  former  occasion  1  ha\e  made  mention  of 
what  is  known  as  the  "Critical  and  Narrative  History  of  Amer- 
ica :"  a  work  which    I  regard  as  the  most   important   enterprise 
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ever  midertjikeii  tor  settiiiu"  tortli  is  their  eonueetioii  with  each 
otlier,  the  essential  facts  rehitiiiii;  to  the  (hsc(t\erv,  the  coloniza- 
tion and  the  growth  in  ci\  ilization  (»f'  the  American  Continent. 
The  work  lias  lon^  heen  jironiised  and  even  partiall}  printed, 
hut  its  [)ublieation  has  been  delayed  by  financial  embarrassments 
of  those  who  had  it  in  charge.  It  was  at  length  transferred  to 
the  well-known  publishing  house  of  Messrs.  Houghton,  Mifflin 
and  Co..  and  within  the  past  eight  months,  the  second,  third  and 
foiu'th  of  its  eight  volumes  have  been  published.  The  first  is  to 
be  delayed  till  the  others  are  completed.  It  is,  as  you  are 
aware,  to  be  prepared  according  to  the  coJiperatixc'  method,  by 
many  different  writers  selected  on  account  of  their  (pudifications 
for  the  several  parts  which  they  undertake.  Phe  jireparation  of 
the  wliole  woi'k  is  placed  under  the  editorial  control  of  Mi'.  Jus- 
tin Winsor,  assisted  by  a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society.  When  completed  according  to  its  j)lan  it  will 
comprise  all  that  is  known  about  the  discoxcry  and  colonization 
()f  every  part  of  this  western  world.  It  will  embrace  sketches  of 
its  di\ersified  pliysical  geography — t)f  the  different  degrees  of  its 
adaptation  to  the  wants  of  civilized  man — of  the  races  that  in- 
habited it  before  the  coming  of  Europeans — of  its  successive  set- 
tlements by  colonists  from  Eui'ope — of  its  division  into  separate 
countries  and  nations — of  the  rise  and  progress  of  their  govern- 
ments— of  their  arts  and  sciences  and  of  all  that  enters  into  their 
(ii\ ci'sified  civilizations. 

Tlie  results  of  a  great  literary  undertaking  like  this  cannot 
fail  to  be  widely  felt.  It  will  place  the  continent  of  America 
before  us  as  a  grand  historical  luiit  of  which  wc  are  a  part.  It  is 
one  of  our  eccentricities  as  a  peoph^  that  we  have  taken  no  in- 
terest in  the  fortunes  of  our  nearest  neighboi's,  and  that  we  know 
s(j  little  aixMit  them.  Wv  and  they  alike  are  the  offspring  of 
Europe.  W'v  all  began  as  colonies,  dependent  on  mother  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Atlantic.  \Ve  all  became  nations  onh'  bv  pro- 
tracted and  bloody  struggles.  The  fact  that  our  own  independence 
was  the  earliest  to  be  secui-ed.  that  it  has  alwaxs  l)een    the  most 
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succesfsfiillv  iivaiutaiiu'd  ami  attt'udwl  with  the  lUDst  conitnancliiifi- 
national  devt'lopnicnt.  lias  naturally  assigned  to  iis  tlic  position 
of  leadership — a  position  the  duties  of  which  we  have  wholly 
neglected  to  [)erlorui.  ^^  c  ha\('  made  no  attempt  to  guide  or 
benefit  them  in  any  way.  ^^'e  have  simply  let  them  alone,  and 
this  we  have  done  greatly  to  oni"  own  disadvantage.  We  might 
have  conferred  ereat  l)enefits  on  them,  and  received  from  them 
corresponding  benefits  in  return.  With  the  single  excei)tion 
of  Brazil,  they  are  all  re[)ublics  like  ourselves,  but  such  has 
been  our  attitude  towai'ds  them  that  they  have  never  sought 
counsel  or  guidance  from  us.  They  were  frou)  the  beginning 
inferior  to  us  in  the  arts  and  industries  of  civilization  ;  they 
needed  our  products  and  the  lessons  of  our  ex[)erience,  while  we 
needed  their  markets  and  their  trade  and  tiicii-  international  good 
will.  They,  however,  have  received  nothing  from  us,  and  they 
have  given  us  nothing  in  return,  save  the  une(pialled  indifference 
which  they  ha\-e  always  themselves  experienced.  It  is  true  that 
while  they  were  struggling  for  independence  Congress  passed 
some  resolutions  of  sympathy,  and  at  a  later  j)eriod  the  (iovern- 
ment  proclaimed  in  their  behalf  what  we  call  the  ^[onroe  Doc- 
trine. But  neither  of  these  was  sufficient  to  touch  the  hearts  of 
the  struy-o'lini;  nations  of  tlie  South.  It  became  onlv  too  evident 
that  the  great  republic  of  the  North  regarded  them  only  as  her 
social  inferiors,  not  fit  to  be  her  associates  and  equals  in  the  in- 
tercourse of  nations.  But  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  though 
thev  be  our  inferiors,  we  have  withheld  from  them  even  that 
Christian  Philanthropy  which  we  have  extended  to  the  remotest 
and  most  degraded  peoples  of  the  w(nld.  We  have  sent  (^hristian 
missionaries  to  India  and  (^hina,  to  the  most  distant  islands  of 
the  sea,  nay,  even  to  some  of  the  enlightened  nations  of  Euro[)e, 
l)ut,  with  scarcely  an  exce])tion.  not  to  a  single  country  of  either 
-North  or  South  America  1)eyond  our  own. 

It  is  certainly  quite  time  that  this  reciprocal  inditfcrt-nce — this 
deplorable  disregard  of  everything  that  constitutes  good  neigh- 
borhood and  promotes  good  will,  should  cojne  to  an  end  Itetwecn 
us  and  the  other    American   nations.     Wv  shall   take   oiu'   lonij, 
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stride  towards  such  an  end  wlu'ii  we  be^in  to  inform  ourselves 
('onceruin<^  tlie  nations  which  wo  have  so  h)ng  despised — whose 
trade  we  have  allowed  our  rivals  to  monopolize,  and  whose  na- 
tional interests  and  |)olicy  are  now  largely  controlled  by  their 
trans- Athintic  friends.  In  the  universal  history  of  the  world  the 
continent  of  Enrope  stands  forth  as  a  unit,  because  its  several 
countries  haxc  an  origin  and  a  civilization  substantially  the  same. 
Tlie  continent  of  America,  liowever,  presents  itself  in  no  such 
unity.  It  is  merely  a  geographical  name.  Though  its  people  are 
largely  of  European  descent  and  its  several  nations  have  govern- 
ments and  institutions  nearly  identical,  they  yet  have  nothing 
else  in  conunon  and  they  arc  never  classed  together  in  any  of  the 
great  divisions  of  mankind.  The  first  step  towards  better  and 
more  advantageous  relations  nuist  be  a  fuller  acquaintance  on 
our  part  with  oui-  American  neighbors  and  a  practical  recogni- 
tion of  that  geographical  Jind  continental  and  international 
unity,  which  should  create  common  interests  among  all  Ameri- 
can nations. 

The  year  1887  brings  with  it  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States — an 
anniversary  the  importance  of  which  transcends  that  of  every 
other  in  our  national  history,  for  it  relates  to  an  event  which 
has  given  permanence  and  security  to  everything  that  is  most 
valued  by  the  American  people.  It  is  gratifying  to  know^  that 
the  first  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  secure  its  observance. 
Tn  September  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  was  held  in  Philadelphia  at  which  it  was 
decided  to  request  the  Governors  of  all  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  to  aj)])oint  each  a  commissioner  to  meet 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  second  day  of  December  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  anniversary.  The  day  selected  by  the 
Governors  for  the  celebration  was  the  seventeenth  of  September, 
the  day  on  which  the  Constitution  was  completed  and  signed  by 
its  framcrs.  At  this  meeting  twenty-two  commissioners  were 
present,  and  Rhode  Island  was  represented  by  our  respected 
associate,  the  IIoii.  Rowland  Hazard. 
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The  gatlieriu<2;  was  in  all  rcfspectn  worthy  of  the  suhject  to  bo 
considered,  and  the  8i)irit  that  was  n)anit'ested  was  such  as  was 
to  he  expected  from  rcj)r('sentati\('s  from  e\cr\  part  of  the  \ast 
domain  over  which  the  Constitution  of  tlic  Tiiitcd  States  now 
j^narantees  freedom  and  protection  to  the  Amei-ican  i»eo|»le.  It 
was  decided  that  those  in  attendance  should  constitute  the 
"•Constitutional  C\'ntennial  C^onunission/'  and  aortH'd  that  the 
anniversary  should  he  celel)rated  at  Philadelphia  with  literary 
exercises  and  with  military  and  civic  processions,  and  that  the 
attendance  be  recjuested  of  the  President  of  the  Tnited  States, 
of  the  membei's  of  the  Cabinet  and  of  Conurcss,  of  tin  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the  (TO\ernors  of  all  the  States  and 
Territories,  and  the  Justices  of  their  Couits,  togethei'  with  de- 
tachments of  troops  from  the  States  and  from  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  also  proposed  that  measures  be  taken  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  day  by  a  grand  "Arch  of  Com- 
memoration," to  be  erected  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  each  State 
and  Territory  be  requested  to  make  a  eonti'ibution  for  the 
purpose. 

In  such  a  celebration  as  this.  I  need  not  say,  no  State  will 
join  more  heartily  than  Rhode  Island.  That  she  bore  no  |)ai't 
in  framing  the  Constitution  and  that  she  Avas  the  last  of  the 
original  States  to  ado]»t  it.  are  facts  which  she  would  ghully  blot 
from  her  history  if  it  were  |)Ossible.  for  her  experience  under  it 
has  been  precisely  the  ()[)posite  of  all  that  her  [leople  then 
apprehended.  In  the  [)lace  of  oppression,  she  has  had  nothing 
l)ut  protection  ;  in  the  place  of  humiliation,  she  has  secured  dig- 
nity and  importance;  instead  of  losing  any  of  the  rights"  which 
she  had  secured  by  the  war  of  independence,  she  has  found  them 
to  be  strengthened  by  new  guarantees  and  protected  l»y  addi- 
tional muniments  ;  and  she  holds  hei-  place  among  the  States 
second  to  no  one  of  them  all  in  devotion  to  the  Constitution  which 
for  a  time  her  people  refused  to  accept.  The  duties  it  imposes 
she  will  always  delight  to  perform,  and  on  the  guarantees  it 
affords  she  will  continue  to  depend  as  the  foundation  of  her  se- 
curity and  the  anchor  of  her  hopes. 
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KM<:i'()l{'r  OF    IIIK  (X)MMITTKK  ON   BriLDINCi 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Pj()\  idcnct'.  -J;inuai-y    11.  1H>^7. 
To    iiiK   HiioDK   Island   Historical  Socikiv  : 

'l^liis  coininittoc  imported    at    the    (|ii:n't('ily    incetiii;^'  in   .Iiilv. 
lS,S(i.   tlu'   amoimt  cxpendod    on  IJiiildino    and  (Tiouiids  tor  six 

Jiionths  endino-  June  HOth,  to  be         .  .  .  .  |>225.(i4 

Tlic  amount  paid  since  the  diite  of  that  report  is  as 
tl)no\\"s  : 
Paid  to  Charles  Law.  repairini2,'  ^as  fixtiu'es.       .  .  2.75 

I*aid  to  F.  Cogoeshall.  repairini>-  thrnace  .  .  2.00 


Total    for  the  yeai-  18«(i  .  .    $280. o!) 

'I'he  Society  is  indehted  to  Mr.  .lames  Hnrdiek,  one  of  oni- 
memhers,  for  the  <^ift  of  a  SpanisJi  Copjx-r  Sjiade  and  hrass 
standard  for  the  li<>ht  on  the  lecturer's  desk. 

Kespectfully  snl)niitted  for  the  eoininittee 

on  Buildini>-  and  (irounds. 

Isaac   II.   Soithwick. 

C'hairniroi . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  January  11,   1887. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  submit  their 
seventh  annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  tlie  Society,  has  been 
continued  in  the  office  of  librarian.  Library  hours  are  from  10 
A.  M.  to  1  p.  M.  ;  and  from  2^  to  5  p.  m.  Within  these  hours, 
the  rooms  are  reg^ularly  open,  except  that  on  Saturday  the  li- 
brary is  not  open  after  1  p.  M.  The  number  of  visitors  increases 
from  year  to  year,  and  a  larger  proportion  come  for  purposes  of 
consultation  and  research,  as  compared  with  those  who  are  at- 
tracted by  mere  curiosity.  At  no  previous  anniversary  have  our 
books  and  pamphlets  been  so  easily  accessible  as  now. 

The  following  memorandum,  furnished  at  our  request  by  the 
librarian's  assistant,  Mr.  Sandford  B.  Smith,  shows  somethine: 
of  the  work  done  during;  the  year. 

I.  The  labor  of  labeling  and  numbering  the  shelves  and  pamphlet  cases  has 
been  completed.  The  books,  cases  and  shelves  have  all  been  cleaned,  —  the 
pamphlet  cases  re-arranged;  the  books  have  all  been  taken  to  the  ante-room, 
dusted,  and  the  numbers  verified. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  not  a  book  or  pamphlet  that  has  been  numbered  and 
catalogued  has  been  lost. 
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II.  More  than  half  the  time  during  the  year  has  been  occupied  in  cataloguing 
books  and  pamphlets;  principally  those  arranged  in  the  gallery.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  latter  belong  to  Section  No.  3;*  many  of  them  are  of  great  scien- 
tific and  historic  value. 


III.  Manuscript  papers,  &c.,  copied. 

(1)  Capt.  Stephen  Olney's  Account  of  that  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  in 
which  he  took  part,  from  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  1775,  to  the  surrender  of  the 
British  Army  at  York  Town,  1781.  62  4to  pages. 

(2;   Capt.  Christopher  Lippitt's  Auto-Biography  of  his  Life  and  Services. 

6  p.  4to. 
(3)   Letter  on  Commerce;    .-Xcldressed  to  Tristam  Burges.    By  Moses  Brown. 

24  p.  4to. 
(_4)    Materials   towards   the    History   of    Friends   in   New  England.     By  Moses 
Brown.  42  p.  4to. 

(5)  Census  of  Providence,  1790.  Copied  from  the  original  manuscript  belong- 
ing to  Charles  B.  Allen.  ■  36  p.  f.  cap. 

(6)  Schedule  of  the  Whole  Number  of  Persons  in  the  District  of  Rhode  Island. 
1790.  4  p.  f.  cap. 

(7)  Size  Roll,  3d  Company,  in  the   Rhode  Islanrl    Regiment,  September,  1782 

4  p.  f.  cap. 

IV.  Manuscript  volumes  that  have  been  indexed. 

(1)  Boundary  Line,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 

(2)  Esten  Papers  .         .  .         . 

(3)  Cook  Papers  .         .  Vol.  I. 

Vol.  II.      . 


(4)  Harris  Papers 

(5)  Whipple  Papers 

(6)  Hopkins  Papers 


(7)  Backus  Papers 

(8)  Military  Papers 


(9)  Rice  Papers 

(10)  Deeds. 


Vol 

I. 

Vol. 

II. 

Vol 

III. 

Vol. 

I. 

Vol. 

II. 

Vol. 

III. 

Vol. 

IV. 

Vol. 

I. 

Vol. 

II. 

(11)   Papers  Relating  to  Providence 


1844—1851 
1664—1825 
1732—1811 
1775—1781 
1675—1716 
1732—1791 
1776—1777 
1728—1786 
1776—1778 
1638—1731 
1775—1781 
1757—1780 
1780—1787 
1778—1809 
1721—1813 
1744—1784 
1784—1814 
1643—1793 


♦Section  No.  1  includes  pamphlets  relating  to  Rhode  Island;   No.  2,  those  re- 
lating to  other  New  England  States;   No.  3,  relating  to  other  .States  or  Countries. 


$36.26 

33.55 

8.95 

1.50 
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The  Committee  have  received  from  the  sale  of"  duplicates  the 
sum  of  $76.37.      They  have  expended  : 
For  books  and  magazines, 
binding, 

stationery  and  printing, 
picture-frame. 

Total,  $80.26 

This  makes  a  balance  of  expenditure  over  receipts  of  $3.89, 
which  is  drawn  from  the  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
dollars.      The  remainder  of  that  appropriation  is  undrawn. 

The  accessions  to  our  Library  and  Cabinet  have  numbered  as 
follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  390 

Pamphlets,  1,803 

Miscellaneous,  290 


Total,  2,483 

Among  the  books  received,  which  pertain  to  Rhode  Island, 
either  by  authorship  or  subject,  we  may  mention  a  few.  Mr. 
Howard  W.  Preston  of  Providence,  has  published  during  the 
year  a  very  useful  volume,  entitled  "Documents  Illustrative  of 
American  History."  Quoting  in  his  Preface  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  that  "the  most  ingenious  and  most  eloquent  of  modern 
historical  discourses  can  after  all  be  nothing  more  than  a  com- 
ment on  a  text", — he  gives  us  the  text  of  thirt^^-two  important 
American  state-papers,  from  1606  to  1863,  or  from  the  first 
Virginia  Charter  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation, — colo- 
nial charters,  Plans  of  Union,  by  Penn  and  Franklin,  manifestos 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  including  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, Articles  of  Confederation,  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  North  West  Ordinance,  and  documents  from  southern 
states  marking  the  steps  that  led  to  secession.     To  each  docu- 
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ment  is  prefixed  a  short  commentary,  with  references  for  further 
consultation.  We  regard  this  as  an  important  addition  to  the 
apparatus  for  the  convenient  study  of  American  political  history. 

Other  accessions  of  local  value  are,  the  Gazeteer  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode  Island  (Hartford,  1819)  ;  town-histories  of 
Glocester,  by  Mrs.  Perry  ;  of  Richmond,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Irish  ; 
of  Westerly  and  Stonington,  by  the  Hon.  R.  A.  AVheeler ; 
a  set,  not  quite  complete,  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Providence 
Gazette;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stockbridge's  Catalogue  of  the  "Harris 
Collection"  of  American  Poetry,  with  notes  and  memoirs  of  the 
three  gentlemen,  all  members  of  this  society,  by  whom  the  col- 
lection was  made  and  given  to  Brown  University,  Greene, 
Harris  and  Anthony  ;  Memorials  of  Edwin  C.  Lamed,  (five 
copies,)  and  of  Professor  George  I.  Chace ;  Guild's  "Foot- 
prints of  Roger  Williams  :"  a  paper  by  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Bodge 
on  the  Narragansett  fort-fight ;  a  Bible  printed  in  1724,  which 
belonged  to  the  De  Wolf  family  of  Bristol,  with  marginal  records 
of  family  events,  including  the  births  of  those  who  won  distinc- 
tion for  the  name  ;  genealogies  of  families  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  such  as,  Arnold,  Fenner,  Jenkins,  and  a  large  volume 
on  the  Howlands  in  America ;  several  pieces  of  Rhode  Island 
literature  not  of  special  historic  interest,  and  the  usual  abundance 
of  reports  and  pamphlets. 

In  the  department  of  topography  and  local  illustration  we 
have  received  some  important  accessions.  Among  these,  we 
must  first  name  the  very  handsome  monograph  of  Mr.  Charles 
Wyman  Hopkins,  entitled,  "The  Home  Lots  of  the  Early  Set- 
tlers of  the  Providence  Plantations."  Even  the  latest  authorities 
had  left  the  distribution  of  home-lots  in  the  oriainal  settlement 
in  doubt.  ]\Ir.  Dorr  says,  in  his  "Planting  and  Growth  of 
Providence," — "The  early  allotment  of  the  homesteads  has  be- 
come involved  in  obscurity  through  the  loss  of  the  early  docu- 
ments of  the  town."  This  obscurity,  Mr.  Hopkins  in  a  great 
degree  dispels,  mainly  by  the  aid  of  a  record  in  the  handwriting 
of  Roger  W^illiams,  dated    1660,   being  a  "List   of  Lands  and 
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Meadows,  as  they  were  originally  lotted."  He  gives  a  plan  of 
the  "town-street,"  with  the  names  of  the  first  propriet(n's  of  the 
home  lots,  fifty-two  in  number,  their  fronts  meeting  the  irregu- 
lar line  of  that  street,  and  extending  from  Dexter's  lane  (Olney 
street)  to  Mile-end  Cove.  Other  plans,  and  full  notes  make 
clear  the  relations  of  these  primeval  divisions  to  the  subsequent 
ownership  of  lands  and  course  of  streets,  and  illustrate  the  ge- 
nealogy of  many  fsimilies.  Photographs  of  original  documents 
enrich  the  volume.  AVe  have  added  to  our  lil)rary  two  copies  of 
Mr.  Hopkins'  work. 

Mr.  Edwin  Whitefield  of  Massachusetts  has  pul)lished  a  se- 
ries of  representations  of  old  buildings,  mostly  dwelling-houses, 
in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Khode  Island,  from  drawings 
made  by  himself,  in  presence  of  the  objects.  The  work  is 
entitled  "The  Homes  of  our  Forefathers."  The  volume  on  Con- 
necticut and  Khode  Island  contains  about  fifty  views  of  houses 
in  the  former  State,  and  twenty-one  in  the  latter.  Among  them 
are  the  Bull  house  in  Newport,  said  to  have  been  built  in  1639, 
the  Fenner  "castle"  in  Johnston,  whose  chimney  has  lately  been 
leveled,  the  house  on  Abbott's  lane,  reputed  to  be  the  oldest  in 
Providence  ;  and  several  quaintly  picturesque  structures  in  Co- 
nanicut,  Bristol,  &c.  The  Roger  Williams  house  in  Salem  sur- 
prises us  by  its  size  and  stateliness. 

Mr.  Henry  Bull  of  Newport  has  presented  a  large  and  elegant 
photograph  of  the  Bull  house,  taken  before  recent  changes  in 
its  roof;  this  is  substantially  framed,  and  will  be  a  conspicuous 
ornament  of  our  walls. 

It  is  a  very  appropriate  aim  of  our  Society  to  collect  photo- 
graphs of  places  which  are  ra})idly  changing,  or  have  undergoiic 
great  changes,  in  their  outward  aspect.  In  the  one  great  historic 
virtue  of  landscape  or  architectural  views, — accuracy  of  lines, — 
photography  excels  all  other  modes  of  graphic  representation  ; 
and  these  sun-copies  are' the  highest  authority  in  disputed  (pics- 
tions  of  topography.  We  have  received  a  view  of  Market  Sijuare 
and  Colleo-e  hill,  before  the  \\\vAi  Cheer  building  was  erected 
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(and  hence  before  1850),  showing  the  old  Manufacturers'  Ho- 
tel and  its  overshadowing  horse-chestnut  tree,  awning-posts  on 
the  sidewalks,  and  several  buildings  that  have  now  disappeared. 

We  have  received  an  "autotype"  re])resentation  ot  the  Cove 
in  the  centi'e  of  Providence  as  it  appeared  in  1827,  and  till  about 
forty  years  ago,  the  water  extending  to  the  line  of  Canal  street 
and  to  the  foot  of  Steeple  street,  and  covering  the  present  ex- 
panse of  Exchange  Place.  "Snowtown"  appears  in  the  fore- 
ground. The  Cove  was  not  then  the  walled  ellipse  we  are  now 
familiar  Avith,  but  sent  its  irregular  prolongations  along  the 
lines  of  the  several  rivers  as  they  enter  and  leave  it.  An  en- 
graving in  Mr.  Hopkins'  monograph  exhibits  this  former  shape 
of  the  Cove  in  plan.  Such  views  are  potent  aids  to  the  imagina- 
tion, as  it  seeks  to  follow  the  canoe  of  Roger  Williams  on  its 
course  up  the  "Great  Salt  River"  to  the  mouth  of  the  Moosha- 
suck. 

Two  photographs  have  reached  us,  taken  from  an  engraving, 
which  exhibits  the  grounds  of  Brown  University,  with  no  build- 
ings but  University  Hall,  and  the  old  "President's  house," 
which  stood  within  the  college  Campus.  As  Hope  College  was 
erected  in  1822,  the  original  of  this  view  must  have  been  taken 
before  tliat  year.  There  appears  to  be  a  gai^den  near  the  fore- 
ground ;  this  may  be  the  "botanic  garden,"  whose  precise 
situation  it  has  been  difficult  to  fix.  We  possess  several  later 
delineations  of  the  college  grounds  and  buildings,  showing  the 
successive  changes  in  these,  and  in  the  streets  that  environ  them. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  East  Providence  are  the 
graves  of  Thomas  Willett  and  his  wife.  He  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Plymouth  Colony,  one  of  the  founders  of  Swansey, 
and  the  first  JNIayor  of  New  York.  These  graves  have  been 
often  visited,  and  their  inscriptions  copied ;  but  we  are  not 
aware  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  reproduce  the  inscrip- 
tions by  tracing  from  the  stones  till  now.  They  are  rudely  cut ; 
in  each  case  continued  from  headstone  to  footstone  ;  and  the 
fac  similes  well  exliibit  the  size  and    character  of  the  letterino-. 
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[Since  this  report  was  prepared,  but  previously  to  the  annual 
meeting,  the  valuable  gift  of  four  photograj)hic  views  of  "Co- 
cumscussuc,  or  Smith's  Castle  at  Wickford,"  framed  together, 
was  received  from  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  Daniel  Berkeley 
Updike.  Suitable  notice  of  it  must  be  reserved  till  a  later  i-eport.] 

From  Mr.  Pardo)i  Fenner  Brown  and  wife,  of  Manton,  we 
have  received  a  valuable  collection  of  manuscripts,  which,  under 
the  intelligent  care  of  our  associate,  the  Rev.  James  Pierce  Root, 
have  been  arranged  and  mounted  in  a  large  Aolume,  with  the 
title  of  the  "Fenner  Papers."  Mr.  Root  has  kindly  furnished 
us  the  following  account  of  these  documents  : 

"The  oldest  paper  in  this  collection  is  dated  Jan.  30,  Kill. 
It  is  a  kind  of  warrant  served  upon  one  William  Baker,  [or 
Faber]  of  Ashfold  (probably  Ashford,  in  Co.  Kent,  England), 
by  Sir  Thos.  Bishop,  collector,  and  is  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
reigning  King  (James  I.),  by  Ira  Myers.  Although  couched 
in  very  loving  language,  it  is  in  effect  a  demand  for  a  loan  of 
£10.  issued  probably  by  the  King's  ministry,  who  were  con- 
stantly devising  such  means  as  forced  loans,  monopolies,  etc., 
for  raising  money,  ofttiines  using  means  tliat  were  illegal.  Tiie 
privy  seal-stamp,  once  attached  to  the  paper,  has  been  removed. 
This  document  was  folded  in  a  parchment  cover  still  preserved. 

The  most  valuable  paper  in  the  collection  is  the  original  will 
of  William  Fenner,  one  of  the  brothers  of  Capt.  Arthur  Fenner. 
He  lived  part  of  the  time  in  Providence  and  was  at  another  pe- 
riod a  resident  of  Connecticut.  The  will  is  dated  30  Aug.  1()80, 
and  was  probated  in  Newport,  where  probably  he  died,  but  the 
copy  of  it  was  destroyed  in  the  general  ruin  that  came  to  the  New- 
port records  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  also  offered  to 
the  Providence  town  council  by  his  brother  iVrthur,  but  no  copy 
seems  to  have  been  transcribed  in  the  council  books.  By  this 
will  we  find  the  names  of  the  two  sisters  of  the  three  brothers, 
and  also  a  son  of  Capt.  Arthur  is  mentioned,  whose  name  liad 
not  previously  come  down  to  us. 

Memoranda  of  the  different  sections  of  land  laid  out  to  Major 
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Thomas  Fenner,  son  of  Capt.  Arthur,  by  the  town,  or  bought 
by  him,  with  maps  of"  the  property  held  in  the  family,  are  of 
historic  value.  Some  of  the  ancient  deeds  are  in  good  preser- 
vation. Inventories  and  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
estates,  copies  of  wills,  and  other  legal  documents,  with  muster 
rolls  and  bills  of  merchandise,  present  a  great  variety  of  inter- 
esting material.  The  various  appointments  of  Thomas,  Fenner 
and  some  of  his  descendants  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
or  of  the  Court  of  Connnon  Pleas,  or  to  military  office,  are 
signed  by  various  governors,  as  Cranston,  Greene,  S.  Hopkins, 
Wni.  Wanton,  John  Wanton,  Joseph  Jenks  and  Arthur  Fen- 
ner. 

A  curious  paper,  somewhat  mutilated,  is  one  probably  written 
by  William  Harris  on  the  vexed  question  of  "up  stream  without 
limits,"  fortifying  that  idea  by  quotations  from  Scripture,  as 
where  Abraham  is  told  to  "look  northward  and  southward  and 
all  tlie  land  that  thou  seest  I  will  give  thee."  It  closes  with  a 
sharp  criticism  upon  Roger  Williams." 

Mr.  Drowne  has  sent  us  the  fac  simile  of  a  deed  of  William 
Arnold  to  his  son  Benedict,  dated  in  the  year  1()43. 

Passing  beyond  these  local  subjects,  we  will  name  some  of  the 
additions  in  broader  fields.  In  biogra})h3%  an  interesting  acces- 
sion is  the  Life  of  John  Carpenter,  town  clerk  of  London,  in 
the  XV.  century,  and  founder  of  the  City  of  London  School, 
who  was  ancestor  of  William  Carpenter  of  Providence,  and 
whose  memoir  reaches  us  through  the  kind  suggestion  of  Miss 
Esther  Bernon  Carpenter.  It  was  published  in  London,  1856. 
Add  to  this  the  last  volume  of  the  Life  and  Letters  of  Gov. 
Thomas  Hutchinson  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Coffin  Amory's  Life  of  Sir 
Isaac  Coffin;  and  memoirs  of  the  explorer  Champlain,  of  John 
Richardson,  a  Friend  (1807),  of  the  bibliographer  Joseph  Green 
Cogswell,  of  George  W.  Whistler  the  engineer,  of  the  late  Ste- 
phen Salisbury  of  Worcester,  by  our  friend  the  Hon.  John 
Davis  Washburn,  of  the  late  Dr.  John  William  Draper  of  New 
York  and  others. 
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Of  town  histories  outside  of  Rhode  Island,  wc  have  added 
Bassett's  Richmond,  N.  II.,  Marvin's  "Worcester  in  the  Re- 
bellion," and  Blake's  Rutland,  Mass.,  Pendleton's  notice  of 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hatfield's  of  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. 

A  sumptuous  volume  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Craufords, 
especially  the  descendants  of  John  Crauford  of  Virginia,  bears 
the  title  of  "Latu'us  Craufurdiana,"  and  is  printed  for  private 
distribution.  Several  genealogies  of  families  have  come  to 
hand,  besides  those  named  as  pertaining  to  Rhode  Island  :  Dana, 
Dearborn,  Hall,  Sands,  Weeks,  Williams  and  others. 

By  purchase  fron)  the  Munsells  of  Albany,  we  have  procured 
a  work  entitled  "America  Heraldica,"  which  beautifully  repre- 
sents in  colors  about  two  hundred  coats-of-arms  and  crests 
brought  over  from  Europe  by  families  arriving  betweeen  1600 
and   1800. 

From  the  same  source,  we  have  obtained  the  Journal  of  Cap- 
tain Pausch,  chief  of  Hanau  Artillery  in  the  Burgoyne  cam- 
paign ;  translated  and  annotated  by  William  L.  Stone,  with  an 
Introduction  by  Edward  J.  Lowell,  who  has  made  a  special  study 
of  the  part  taken  by  German  troops  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  who  discovered  the  manuscript  in  the  State  Library  at 
Cassel.  It  abounds  in  graphic  description  ;  the  volume  is  hand- 
somely made  up,  is  adorned  by  a  finely  engraved  likeness  of 
Madam  Riedesel,  and  appropriately  dedicated  to  General  Hora- 
tio Rogers,  who  is  a  recognized  authority  on  the  subject  of  the 
Burgoyne  expedition. 

From  the  authors,  we  have  received  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Holmes'  work  on  the  Baconian  authorship  of  Shakespere's  Plays 
(new  edition  in  two  vols.),  and  tlic  Life  of  Giovanni  l)u])re, 
an  Italian  artist,  by  our  former  townsman.  Professor  Henry  S. 
Frieze.  We  have  received  bv  mil  an  interestino-  monoiiraph  bv 
the  late  Dr.  Warren,  on  the  Great  Elm  of  Boston  CA)nunoii. 
with  a  good  impression  of  Bonner's  map  of  Boston,  1722. 

Among  the  generous  donors  of  panij)hlets  and   misccllaneons 
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articles  may  be  named, — besides  our  habitual  friends,  the  late 
Mr.  Bartlett,  Bishop  Clark,  Mr.  H.  T.  Beckwith,  and  Judge 
Carpenter, — Mrs.  Shepard,  Mr.  Samuel  Dunster  of  .Attleboro, 
Mr.  David  E.  Paul  of  Johnston,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of 
Boston. 

The  special  interest  awakened  durino-  the  last  few  years  in 
the  story  of  the  Hun^uenots,  has  brought  to  light  many  memori- 
als of  their  life  in  exile.  We  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  through  the  hands  of  our 
President,  two  rare  and  curious  relics  of  the  French  Protestants 
in  New  England.  One  is  a  printed  sermon  preached  at  Boston 
in  1689,  before  the  French  congregation  there,  which  had  then 
no  minister  and  no  building  of  its  own  for  worship.  The  sermon 
was  written  in  French,  by  the  Rev.  Ezechiel  Carre,  "formerly 
Minister  of  Rochechalais  in  France,  now  Minister  of  the  French 
Colony  in  Narragansett."  It  was  translated  into  English,  by 
Nehemiah  Walter,  who  succeeded  John  Eliot  in  the  ministry 
at  Roxbury,  and  who  was  so  well  versed  in  French  that  he 
sometimes  preached  to  the  little  band  in  their  own  tongue.  The 
prefatory  "Advertisement"  says,  "The  author  being  obliged  to 
bestow  some  part  of  his  Ministry  on  the  French  Church  of  Bos- 
ton, until  it  should  please  God  to  provide  for  it,  he  was  much 
surprized  to  observe  that  for  many  Sabbaths  this  Church  con- 
trary to  its  custome  extremely  neglected  Alms  toward  the  Poor, 
which  our  Discipline  recommends  at  the  conclusion  of  each  Ex- 
ercise :  this  made  him  take  a  resolution  to  Treat  of  this  Subject, 
which  he  has  done  in  this  Sermon.  The  Church  seemed  to  be 
moved  therewith,  and  some  particular  persons  requested  the 
Author  to  give  it  them  to  ])ublish,  which  one  of  them  now 
does."  Then  follow  a  Dedication  to  "Mr.  John  Pastre,  French 
Merchant,  Refugee  in  Boston,"  who  seems  to  have  borne  the 
expense  of  printing,  and  a  'sery  characteristic  "Prefatory  Re- 
commendation" by  Cotton  Mather.  The  sermon  is  founded  on 
the  story  of  "The  charitable  Samaritan  ;"  perhaps  with  a  covert 
allusion  to  the  fate  of  the  Huguenots,  receiving  from  alien  hands 
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the  kindness  denied  them  by  priest  and  ruler  in  their  native  land. 
This  rare  tract  is  mentioned  in  Judge  Potter's  "French  Settle- 
ments in  Rhode  Island"  (page  25,  note).  A  copy  passed  from 
the  Brinley  sale  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  Ours  has  been 
beautifully  mounted  on  large  paper,  by  the  skilful  hand  of  our 
associate,  Mr.  Albert  V.  Jencks,  and  substantially  bound. 

About  seven  years  after  the  delivery  of  this  sermon,  the 
French  church  in  Boston  procured  a  settled  minister,  named 
Pierre  Daille.  In  1715,  he  died,  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  Le  Mer- 
cier,  a  young  man  lately  come  from  Europe  succeeded  him. 
With  the  printed  sermon  just  described,  Ave  received  a  manu- 
script discourse  in  French,  preached  in  Boston  on  Christmas  in 
the  year  of  Le  Mercier's  arrival.  From  comparison  with  fac 
similes  and  descriptions,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  this 
manuscript  is  in  his  handwriting.  He  was  the  last  minister  of 
this  church,  which  gradually  dwindled. 

Several  recent  addresses  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Hugue- 
nots have  come  to  hand.  The  papers  of  the  Huguenot  Society 
in  New  York  have  been  received  in  exchange  for  ours. 

Our  ever  vigilant  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Thayer  Drowne  of  New 
York  has  presented  a  print  of  Savage's  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  the  following  memorandum,  with  which  we  close  this 
report. 

"Edward  Savage,  Painter  and  Engraver,  in  the  Mezzotinto  and  Stipple  style,  was 
born  at  Princeton,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1 761.  He  offered  to  execute  a  Portrait  of 
Washington,  as  a  gift  to  Harvard  College,  to  be  placed  in  the  Philosophy  Cham- 
ber, and  the  President  U.  S.  A.,  at  the  request  of  that  Institution,  sat  to  him  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  three  times,  as  appears  by  the  entries  in  his  diary :  "Monday 
2ist  (Deer  1789)  Sat  from  10  to  i  o'clock  for  a  Mr.  Savage  to  draw  my  Portrait 
for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  request  of 
the  President  and  Governors  of  the  said  University."  "Monday  aSth  Sat  all  the 
forenoon  for  Mr.  Savage,  who  was  taking  my  portrait."  "Wednesday  6th  (Jany 
1790)  Sat  from  half  after  8  o'clock  till  10  for  the  portrait  painter,  Mr.  Savage,  to 
finish  the  picture  of  me  which  he  had  begun  for  the  University  of  Cambridge." 

This  portrait,  afterwards  engraved  by  the  artist  himself  in  the  Stipple  manner, 
is  still  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  college,  and  is  described  in  the  Catalogue 
as  follows:  "No.   4,  George  Washington,  b.   1732,  d.  1799— LL.D.,  1776.    Artist, 
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Edward  Savage,  1790 — Donor,  Edward  Savage,  1792.  Presdt.  United  States,  1789 
-1797.     First  LL.D.  of  Harvard  College." 

The  record  of  that  Institution,  August  30,  1791,  reads:  "Voted,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Corporation  be  given  to  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  for  his  polite  and  generous 
attention  to  this  University,  in  painting  a  portrait  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  taken  by  him  from  the  life;  and  that  Mr.  Savage's  brother,  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  him  this  vote." 

Mr.  Savage  went  abroad  the  following  year,  and  studietl  fur  a  time  in  London, 
under  Benjamin  West,  and  afterwards  visited  Italy.  He  subsequently  practiced  at 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  He  died  at  his  native  place  in  July,  181 7.  The  Hrst 
Engraving  of  the  Picture  was  "Published  Feb.  7,  1792,  by  K.  .Savage,  No.  29 
Charles  Street,  Middx.  Hospital." 

"The  portrait  of  Washington,  as  given  in  the  prints,  possesses  an  air  of  truth- 
fulness and  individuality  which  wai rants  the  assertion,  that  the  artist  was  faithful 
to  his  original,  and  in  sympathy  with  a  character  whose  dignity  he  felt,  so  far  as 
was  in  his  power,  must  be  preserved." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  W.  Parsons, 
Wm.  B.  Wee  den, 
Stephen  H.  Arnold, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 
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Providence,  January  3,    1887, 

To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  Publications  re8i)ectfully  report  that  they 
have  caused  the  jiroceedings  of  the  Society  to  be  printed  and  that 
the  copies  have  been  distributed  as  usual.  The  Committee  have 
considered  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  funds  it  is  not 
expedient  to  commence  on  any  other  enterprise  of  publication. 

G.  M.  Carpenter, 

for  the  Committee. 
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Report  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Porte k. 

Pawtucket,  January    11,    18^7. 

To  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

A  year  ago  we  announced  officially  to  tins  Society  that  Paw- 
tucket was  a  city.  After  a  year  ot'nuniic'ipal  existence,  we  are 
glad  to  r('j)ort  tliat  we  are  still  a  city,  and  are  well  satisfied  with 
our  progress  and  present  condition.  But  with  regard  to  our 
relation  with  the  Historical  Society,  we  are  not  satisfied.  Your 
Procurator  speaks,  he  is  sure,  for  a  large  number  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  when  he  states  that  there  ought  to  be  a  branch  of  this 
Society  organized  in  Pawtucket,  to  create  a  local  and  a  general 
interest  in  historical  matters  connected  with  the  town  and  with 
the  State.  He  would  suggest  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  visit  Pawtucket  some  evening,  and  present  the  objects  and 
methods  of  this  Society  and  take  the  first  steps  toward  such  an 
organization.  The  beginning  would  be  to  secure  an  evening 
when  the  Business  Men's  Association  would  open  their  rooms 
and  furnish  among  themselves  and  invited  friends  an  appreci- 
ative andience,  for  such  addresses  as  would  be  made  by  repre- 
sentative men  of  this  Society.  At  that  meeting,  or  growing- 
out  of  it,  would  come  what  would  serve  our  interests  most  bene- 
ficially. In  Pawtucket  we  liave  been  too  busy  making  history, 
increasing  our  jjopulation,  enlarging  our  industrial  agencies,  to 
have  much  time  for  even  a  survey  of  our  past  life,  to  say  nothing 
of  a  deeper  and  more  studious  investigation  into  the  annals  of 
a  hundred  years  ago. 

Your  Procurator  makes  this  as  his  most  important  and  sug- 
gestive, and  possibly  most  fruitful  contribution  from  Pawtucket 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society. 

E.   H.   Pohtek, 

Procunitor. 
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Report  of  Mr.  Arnold, 

Hamilton,  January  11,   1887. 

To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

As  one  of  your  Procurators  for  the  southern  part  of  our  State 
we  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  kept  constantly  in  mind  the 
object  of  our  appointment,  and  have  impressed  upon  the  minds 
of  those  with  wlioni  we  have  come  in  contact  the  importance  of 
preser\ing  old  papers,  pamphlets  and  other  relics  of  antiquity. 
To  those  persons  into  whose  possession  many  articles  come  that 
are  valueless  to  them  but  to  the  historian  and  antiquarian  would 
be  of  inestimable  value,  to  these  we  urge  that  nothing  should 
be  destroyed  in  this  line  until  it  had  first  passed  under  the  eye 
of  an  experienced  historian  and  scholar.  If  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  nuich  for  your  Cabinet,  we  flatter  ourselves  we 
have  been  the  means  of  stopping  destruction,  of  several  private 
manuscript  collections. 

In  conclusion  we  would  urge  that  a  small  pamphlet  giving 
the  needs  of  the  Society  in  this  department  would  be  of  much 
value  in  the  future  procuration  of  many  valuable  papers  and 
manuscripts. 

Respectfully, 

Jas.  N.  Arnold. 
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of  1885-86 
Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor 
Building  and  Grounds 
Postages,  meetings  and  express 
Library  Committee 
Cash  on  hand 


fan.   8,   1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the   Rhode  Island 
Hospital  Trust  Co.  .... 
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12  00 
70  00 
76  37 

44  04 

$883  42 


Si  26 
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230  39 

198 

95 

80 

26 

II 

99 

^883 

42 

$\i 
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Richmond  P.  Everett, 

Treasurer. 


Providence,  January   8,    1887. 
We  have  examined   the  above  account  and   found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Wai.kkr, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

.Audit  Committee. 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Richmond  P.   Everett,    Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 
1886. 
Jan.    12.     To  cash  on  hand    ..... 
March   29.     John  W.  Danielson,  for  membership 
July   21.  Interest  from   Providence   Institution   for  Savings   for 

January  and  July,   1886 
July    15.  Interest  from    Mechanics  Savings   Bank    for   January 

and  July,   1886 

$j,395  06 
Ck. 
1886. 
.Aug.   28.     Interest    from     Providence    Institution   for  Savings  for 

January  and  July,   1886  ....  $44  04 

1887. 
Jan.    II.     Cash  on  hand  ......  1,351   02 


51,292 

40 

50 

00 

44 

04 

8 

62 

31,395  06 


Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  In- 
stitution for  Savings      .....       $1,090  90 
In   the   Mechanics  .Savings  Bank    ....  260   12 


31,351   02 

KicuMoM)  P.   E\ERj:'rr, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,    1887. 
We  have  examined   the  above  account  and   found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Wai.kkr, 
Lkwis  J.  Chace, 
Kdwin  Barrows, 

Audit   Coiiiiiiittee. 
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Public ATiox  Fund. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 
1886. 
Jan.   12.     To  cash  on  hand    ......  $166  39 

1887. 
Jan.   II.         Books  sold  by  H.  Gregory 
Books  sold  to  members 
Interest    ...... 


Cr. 

1887. 
Jan.    II.     Cash  on  hand  ...... 

Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited   in  the  Rhode   Island 
Hospital  Trust  Co.         . 

Richmond  P.  Everett, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,   1887. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

Audit  Committee. 
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TOWN-NAMES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


By  Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D. 


The  papers  of  Messrs.  Dexter  and  Triiiiibull  on  town-names 
in  Connecticut,  and  of  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore  on  those  in 
INIassachusctts,  show  that  such  a  study  may  be  made  to  yield 
interesting  historical  lessons.  The  material  in  our  small  State 
is  much  less  ample  ;  it  affords  less  opportimity  for  generaliza- 
tion ;  yet  it  may  perhaps  be  not  wholly  uninstructive. 

Two  remarks  of  negative  character  may  help  to  clear  the 
ground.  First — Among  the  corporate  names  of  towns  and  cities 
in  Rhode  Island,  there  are  none  of  either  scriptural  or  classical 
origin;  no  Salem  or  Rehoboth,  no  Rome  nor  Pom^iey.  The  curi- 
ous affectation,  which  dotted  central  New  York  with  names  from 
the  classical  dictionary,  never  prevailed  here.  Our  early  colo- 
nists made  less  account  of  Jewish  examples  in  their  civil  polity  ; 
they  were  less  brought  up  on  an  Old  Testament  diet,  than  their 
nearest  neighbors.  Still,  there  were  only  three  names  of  bibli- 
cal origin  in  the  colonial  period,  in  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth 
(Salem,  Rehoboth  and  Sharon). 

The  first  town-name  in  Rhode  Island,  though  not  biblical, 
was  a  memorial  of  pious  gratitude  and  trust.  AVilliams  derives 
it  from  the  many  "Providences  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Only 
Wise,"  connected  with  his  flight  from  Salem.  The  name  ap- 
pears to  have  been  original  with  him  ;  Providence  in  the  Baha- 
mas was  not  named  till  1667. 

Secondly — Until  a  very  recent  time,  only  one  town  in  Rhode 
Island  had  a  name  of  Indian  origin,  and  that  was  borrowed  at 
second  hand.  This  was  the  moi'c  remarkable  because  so  man}'^ 
villages  and  natural  features  had  Indian  names.  My  father  col- 
lected more  than  300  such  titles.      The  onlv  earlv  town-name 
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in  the  State  of  probable  Indian  derivation,  was  Scituatc  ;  and 
this  came  from  Scituate  in  Plymouth  county,  Mass.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1730-31,  the  "outlands  of  the  Town  of  Providence"  were 
set  off  and  incorporated  into  three  towns.  One  of  these  was 
called  SCITUATE,  on  account  of  a  recent  emigration  of  fami- 
lies from  the  Massachusetts  Scituate.*  This  emigration  is 
assigned  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Beaman  to  the  year  1710.  The 
other  towns  then  set  off  were  Smithfield  and  Glocester. 

PAWTUCKET  and  WOONSOCKET  were  the  names  of 
large  centres  of  population,  without  corporate  individuality,  in 
R.  I.,  till  Pawtucket  was  incorporated  in  18G2,  and  Woonsocket 
in  1867.    These  make  in  all  three  names  of  Indian  origin. 

Several  towns  have  names  derived  from  PERSONS  ;  and  I 
will  consider  these  mainly  in  the  order  of  their  incorporation. 

WARWICK.  First  settled,  under  the  Indian  name  of  Sha- 
womet,  in  1642-3.  The  Charter  of  "Incorporation  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations  in  the  Narragansett  Bay  in  New  England," 
dated  in  March,  1643-4,  was  officially  signed  by  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  held  the  appointment  of  "Governor-in-Chief  and 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  Colonies,"  under  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment. The  Earl  also  befriended  Gorton,  and  gave  him  a  letter 
which  ensured  his  safe  return  through  Boston,  on  his  way  from 
England.  When,  in  1647,  the  colony  was  organized  under  this 
Charter  which  the  Earl  had  been  instrumental  in  obtaining, 
Warwick,  though  not  named  in  this  Charter,  took  its  place  with 
the  three  towns  that  were  so  named,  and  adopted  the  title  of 
Warwick,  in  compliment  to  the  Earl. 

JAMESTOWN  (including  the  island  of  Quononoquott)  was 
incorporated  in  Nov.,  1678,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  Albany,  who  in  1685  succeeded  his  brother  Charles 
under  the  title  of  James  II.  His  various  titles  re-appear  in 
American  geography,  from  Dukes  county,  Mass.  (which  includes 
Martha's  Vineyard),  to  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  and 


♦Originally   written   SATUii. 
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the  capital  of  that  State,  Albany.  All  these  names  represent 
his  claims  to  ownership,  founded  on  a  patent  gi\en  by  his  brother 
Charles  II.,  in  March.  1064,  and  followed  by  the  transtbrnia- 
tion  of  New  Amsterdam  into  New  York. 

In  August,  1738,  CHARLESTOWX  was  set  apart  from 
Westerly.  It  was  named,  perhaps,  in  compliment  to  King  Charles 
and  his  charter.  But  Charles  had  been  dead  53  years  ;  and  the 
name  may  have  been  an  expression  of  attachment  to  the  claims 
of  the  Pretender,  Charles  Edward.  The  Stuart  kings  make  a 
sorry  figure  in  English  history  ;  yet  they  ha^e  impressed  their 
names  very  extensively  on  the  geogra[)hical  nomenclature  of  this 
country,  from  New  England  to  Carolina.  The  reason  is,  that  the 
time  between  their  accession  in  the  person  of  James  I.  and  their 
inglorious  exit  was  eminently  the  ])eriod  of  Anglo-American 
colonization. 

In  January,  1746—7,  five  towns  along  our  eastern  boundary 
were  transferred  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  names  of  two  of  these  commemor- 
ate historic  characters. 

CUMBERLAND  was  previously  known  as  Attleboro'  Gore, 
being  a  triangular  portion  of  the  town  of  Attleboro,  in  Bristol 
county,  INIass.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  named  in  honor  of 
Prince  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  a  year  or  two  before  by  his  successful  and  bloody  sup- 
pression of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in  behalf  of  the  Pretender.  In 
this  service  he  showed  great  military  talent,  young  though  he 
was  ;  he  won  the  victory  of  Culloden  when  barely  25  years  old 
(16  April,  1746). 

WARREN,  incorporated  at  the  same  time,  took  its  name 
from  Sir  Peter  (afterward  Admiral)  Warren,  commander  of  the 
English  fleet  that  cooperated  with  Sir  William  Pe])perrell  in  the 
reduction  of  the  French  stronghold  of  Louisburg,  in  1745.  That 
achievement  was  fresh  in  people's  minds  when  this  transfer  of 
territory  to  R.  I.,  was  made.  Sir  Peter  had  other  connections 
with  the  colonies  ;  he  married  a  Miss  De  Lancy  of  New  York, 


T()\vn-xa:mks  IX   uhode  islaxd.  45 

and  owned  lar<^e  estates  in  the  Mohawk  valley  ;  his  nephew, 
who  came  over  from  Ireland  to  serve  as  his  agent,  became  fa- 
mous under  the  name  of  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 

BARRINGTOX  was  set  oft  from  Swnnzey,  Mass.,  in  1717. 
It  held  its  separate  existence  till  1747,  when  it  was  merged  with 
a  part  of  Rehoboth  and  vSwanzey  into  a  new  township  called 
Warren,  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  and  with  it  was  annexed 
to  R.  I.  In  1770,  on  a  petition  from  the  freemen  of  that  part 
of  Warren  which  was  originally  Barrington,  they  were  set  apart, 
and  Barrington  became  once  more  a  corporate  town,  this  time 
belonoino-  to  R.I.  ^^'hence  did  it  orio'inallv  oet  its  name  in  1717  ? 
Mr.T.^^  .  Bicknell,  writes,  in  a  letter  to  our  Secretary  ;  "Possi- 
bly from  the  parish  of  Barrington  in  Somersetshire,  P^ngland, 
from  which  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  had  come  ; 
more  probabl}^  in  honor  of  Sir  John  Barrington,  a  leading  dis- 
senter, born  in  1(578,  and  dying  in  1734." 

Lord  Barrino:ton,  oris-inallv  John  Shute,  was  a  leader  of  the 
"liberal  dissenters,"  a  friend  and  disciple  of  John  Locke,  and 
held  various  honorable  a[)pointments.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Parliament  under  (xcorge  I.,  1715,  a  year  or  two  before 
the  Massachusetts  town  took  his  name  ;  and  in  that  Parliament 
he  distinguished  himself  by  ad\ocating  a  liberal  policy  toward 
dissenters.  His  l)rother,  Samuel  Shute,  was  royal  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  at  the  time  this  town  was  named,  and  arrived  in 
Boston  with  his  commission  during  the  previous  autumn  (Oct., 
171H).  He  is  the  governor  whose  lugubrious  thanksgiving  pro- 
clamation adorns  our  walls.  This  coincidence  of  dates  inclines 
me  to  favor  Mr.  Bicknell's  conjecture. 

Down  to  near  the  middle  of  the  18th  century,  the  personal 
names  o^iven  to  our  towns  have  been  those  of  Enulish  statesmen 
or  commanders.  The  olories  of  Kniiland  were  dear  to  her  c-olo- 
nisls  who  called  her  their  home.  As  consciousness  of  a  distinct 
life  and  destiny  was  slowly  awakened,  we  find  towns  paying 
their  compliments  in  this  way  to  ])ublic  men  of  the  c(»lony  or 
State. 
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RICHMOND  was  set  oft  from  Charlcstown  in  1747.  Accord- 
ing to  the  R.  I.  Census  for  1885,  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
named  for  Edward  Kichnlond,  attorney-general  of  the  colony, 
1677-1()8().  Perhaps  Richmond  is  a  transferred  English  town- 
name. 

In  March,  1757,  HOPKINTON  was  set  off  from  Westerly. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  ah'eady  eminent  by  })id)lic  services,  was  just 
approaching  the  end  of  his  first  period  of  two  consecutive  years 
in  the  ofiice  of  Governor.  In  May  following,  he  was  succeeded 
by  William  Greene,  who  died  in  office,  making  way  for  the 
reelection  of  Hopkins.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  name 
given  to  the  new  town  was  a  comi)liment  to  the  retiring  Gov- 
ernor. 

Within  about  a  dozen  years  after  the  territory  of  R.  I.  had 
been  increased  as  we  have  seen  along  its  eastern  boundary,  the 
area  of  Providence  was  lessened  by  the  separation  of  two  towns 
lying  to  the  south  and  west  of  it.  Both  were  named  in  compli- 
ment to  civil  officers  of  the  colon}^ 

CRANSTON,  incorporated  in  June,  1754,  took  its  name 
from  Samuel  Cranston  of  Newport,  who  was  chosen  Governoi* 
under  the  colonial  charter  by  annual  election  for  almost  thirty- 
years,  serving  from  1698  to  1727.  The  family -name  has  been 
conspicuous  in  political  life  in  the  State  from  the  earliest  times 
to  our  own  ;  and  is  traced  back  to  old  Scotch  nobility.  While  1 
was  searching  in  the  University  of  Padua,  Italy,  for  some  memo- 
rial of  the  illustrious  Wra.  Harvey,  once  a  student  there,  I  found 
the  name  of  ^'' Orcmston,  Scotus,"  i\mong  the  inscriptions  and 
armorial  bearings  that  line  its  corridors. 

JOHNSTON  was  incorporated  in  March,  1759.  It  was  so 
called  in  honor  of  Augustus  J.,  who  in  1757  had  been  chosen 
attorney-genei-ai  of  the  colony.  lie  held  that  oftice  till  1765. 
In  that  year,  the  stamp-act  was  passed,  and  Johnston  was  aj)- 
pointed  stami)-distributor  for  R.  I.  In  August  he  resigned  this 
last  appointment,  refusing  "to  execute  his  office  against  the  will 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  People."    But  this  did  not  hinder  his 
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being  mobbed  Jind  hanged  and  burnt  in  effigy,  at  Newport,  in 
eompany  witli  Martin  Howard,  p]r.,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Moffatt,  a 
few  days  hiter.  He  resigned  the  office  of  attorney-general  imme- 
diately after.  For  a  notiee  of  him,  see  I 'pdikc'.s  Memoirs  of  R. 
I.  Bar,  p.  65,  &c. 

FOSTER  was  incorporated  in  August,  ITSl,  being  set  off 
from  Scituate.  It  was  named  for  Hon.  Hieodore  Foster,  whose 
services  as  U.  S.  Senator  and  as  collector  of  historical  documents 
are  well  described  in  the  last  \olume  of  our  Society's  Collections. 
Retiring  fron)  public  life  in  LSOH.  he  went  to  reside  in  tbe  town 
which  was  named  from  him,  and  where  he  had  long  owned 
landed  property.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  friend  Dr.  Drowne, 
for  whom  he  had  a  romantic  attachment. 

BURRILLVHjLE,  taken  from  Glocester,  in  ISOC.  was 
named  from  Hon.  James  Burrill,  Jr.,  then  attorney -geiiend  of 
the  State,  afterward  chief  justice,  and  \J .  S.  Senator,  and  a 
benefactor  of  the  town. 

LINCOLN,  one  of  our  youngest  towns,  was  created  by  the 
dismemberment  of  Smithfield  in  1871,  and  named  in  honor  of 
President  Lincoln. 

Several  towns  have  names  ajjparently  borrowed  from  Places 
in  England.  Such  are  Portsmouth  (settled  in  1688),  New 
Shokeiiam  (incorporated  1()72),  East  (Iheenwioh  ( 1(577 ). 
Glocester  (1731),  CovENTiiY  (1741),  Exeter  (1742-;)), 
and  three  of  the  towns  which  were  transfen-ed  from  Mass.  in 
1746-7  ;  namely,  Bristol,  Tiverton  and  Little  Comrton. 

All  these  names  were  assigned  during  the  colonial  period. 
Most  of  the  English  towns  whose  names  were  thus  transplanted 
to  R.  I.,  are  in  the  southern  maritime  counties,  whose  mer- 
chants, seamen  and  fishermen  furnished  a  considerable  {)art  of  the 
early  emigration  to  New  England.  It  would  lie  very  interesting 
if  we  could  connect  these  transferred  names  with  the  particular 
ports  or  districts  from  which  the  first  settlers  of  the  several  pla- 
ces in  R.  I.  came.  Genealogy  and  history  might  illustrate  one 
another,  by  showing  that  families  brought  with  rhcm  and  ap])lied 
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to  their  new  aborlcs  the  local  designations  most  familiar  to  them 
in  England. 

For  example  :  Phe  Philli|)s  family  has  from  the  first  been 
prominent  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  "is  said  by  tradition  in  the 
family  to  have  emigrated  from  Exeter  in  England."  Updike, 
says,  -'Samuel  Phillips,  the  first  of  whom  I  have  any  notice, 
died  in  1736,  aged  eighty-one."  Six  or  seven  years  later  (1742-3) 
our  PLxeter  was  incorporated  ;  possibly  in  comjiliment  to  the 
recently  deceased  {)atriai'ch,  or  in  memory  of  the  older  Exeter. 
(History  of  Narragansett  church,  [)agc  120.) 

The  following  sentence  in  the  act  incorporating  New  Shore- 
ham  probably  illustrates  the  feeling  that  dictated  the  choice  of 
names  ; 

"And  further  more  bee  it  enacted,  that  said  towne  on  Block 
Island,  at  the  request  and  for  the  reasons  by  the  inhabitants 
showed,  and  as  sig7is  of  our  iinity  and  likeness  to  many  j^ar^s 
of  our  native  country,  the  said  Block  Island  shall  be  called 
New  Shoreham,  otherwise  Block  Island.'' 

Mr.  Whitmore  in  his  thorough  analysis  of  town-names  in 
Mass.,  presented  to  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc,  favors  the  belief  that 
many  of  these  were  borrowed  from  foi-mer  abodes  of  the  emi- 
grants. He  writes,  "The  most  marked  peculiarity  of  these  early 
names  is,  that  their  English  namesakes  are  so  obscure.  We  feel 
at  once  assured  that  these  names  were  not  adopted  by  chance,  or 
on  genei-al  grounds  ;  but  that  each  represents  some  local  affec- 
tion, some  individual  reason,  which  may  still  be  traced  out  by 
careful  study." 

Perhaps  some  difference  might  be  expected  to  exist  })etween 
the  towns  of  Mass.  and  R.  I.  in  this  respect.  Massachusetts 
was  first  planted  by  organized  migration  ;  Rhode  Island  by  small 
bands  of  loosely  associated  refugees.  The  towns  of  the  two  colo- 
nies bore  the  impress  of  their  origin.  Characteristic  Rhode  Island 
towns  were  often  settled  many  years  before  they  were  incorpor- 
ated ;  several  of  them  were  set  off  from  other  towns  that  were 
already  old.      Those  not  lying  on   the  shores  of  the   Bav,  were 
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planted  by  backwoodsmen  and  [)ioneers.  They  existed  for  years 
without  legal  establishment.  Their  corporate  names  were  chosen 
at  a  later  time,  and  were  less  likely  to  be  determined  by  the 
reminiscences  and  yearnings  of  the  first  inhabitants.  The  char- 
acteristic Massachusetts  town  grew  up  with  the  meeting-house 
and  burial-ground  and  common  for  its  centre  ;  the  typical  inland 
R.  I.  town  straggled  into  being ;  its  meeting-house  tardily 
springing  up  on  the  roadside,  or  at  some  four-corners,  its  dead 
buried  in  orchard  or  home-lot. 

BRISTOL  belonged  originally  to  Plymouth  Colony.  In 
Sept.,  1681,  the  people  agreed  on  the  name,  in  compliment  to 
Bristol,  England.  It  was  not  selected  because  the  owners  came 
from  the  English  Bristol ;  but  the  settlers  founding  a  "town  for 
trade,"'  the  site  of  which  was  chosen  for  its  commercial  advanta- 
ges, named  it  for  the  chief  seat  of  colonial  commerce,  next  to 
London,  in  the  home  country.  Prof.  Diman  refers  to  some  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the  elder  Bristol, — "the  city 
from  which  Sebastian  Cabot  sailed  on  the  voyage  that  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  the  American  continent ;  the  city  which  Ed- 
mund Burke  represented  in  Parliament  when  he  vindicated  in 
strains  of  unsurpassed  eloquence  the  rights  of  the  colonies." 

Other  memories  come  nearer  home  to  the  hearts  of  Rhode- 
Islanders.  Bristol  was  the  port  from  which  Roger  AA'illiams  first 
sailed  for  New  England.  He  speaks  of  it  in  two  of  his  letters. 
In  1653,  writing  to  the  daughter  of  his  early  friend  and  patron, 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  he  thus  refers  to  his  flight  from  England,  and 
to  her  father:  "It  was  as  bitter  as  death  to  me,  when  1  rode 
Windsor  way  to  take  ship  at  Bristow,*  and  saw  Stoke  House 
where  the  blessed  man  was  ;  and  1  then  durst  not  acquaint  him 
with  my  conscience  and  my  flight." 

To  his  friend  John  Winthrop  the  younger,  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, he  writes  :  "Your  loving  lines  in  this  cold  dead  season 
were  as  a  cup  of  your  Connecticut  cider,  which  Ave  are  glad  to 


*The  old  form  of  the  name,  Bristol. 
7 
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hear  abounds  with  you  ;  or  of  tliat  western  metheglin  which  you 
and  I  have  drunk  at  15ristol  tooether."  Methej^lin  was  a  bever- 
age  made  of  honey  and  water,  fermented  and  often  spiced.  We 
may  reasonably  hope  that  indulgence  in  it  never  compromised 
the  [personal  dignity  of  these  two  New  England  worthies. 

The  Narragansett  Historical  Register  for  January,  1886,  con- 
tains an  article  illustrating  the  derivation  of  the  name  of  EAST 
GREENWICH  in  Rhode  Island  from  a  district  of  London  in 
Kent  county,  England. 

NEWPORT  probably  owes  its  name  to  its  situation,  and  the 
excellence  of  its  harbor.  Portsmouth  proving  less  favorable  in 
this  respect  than  they  hoped,  the  settlers  welcomed  a  new  jjoxt. 

SMITHFIELD  (1730-1)  is  a  name  of  uncertain  origin.  The 
only  Smithfield  that  I  know  of  in  England  is  a  part  of  London, 
noted  for  its  martyrs  and  markets.  I  know  not  why  the  pioneers 
in  these  "outlands"  should  have  adopted  this  name.  It  may 
be  a  family-name,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  Smiths  are  more 
common  there  than  elsewhere.  Mr.  Erastus  Richardson,  the 
historian  of  Woonsocket,  favors  me  with  the  following  :  "Smiths 
were  neither  as  numerous  or  as  influential  as  other  people,  who 
resided  therein  —  the  Mowiys,  Arnolds,  Wilkinsons,  &c.,  &c. 
for  instance.  On  the  other  hand,  a  party  by  the  name  of  Smith 
deeded  the  land  uj)()n  which  the  Quaker  Meeting  House  was 
erected  and  where  the  Friends  were  buried.  The  date  of  the  deed 
is  Dec.  19,  17111.  And  as  the  Friends  were  the  chief  movers  in 
politics  as  well  as  religion  in  those  days,  perhaps,  in  honor  of  the 
grantor,  they  may  have  named  the  town  "Smithfield." 

KING'S  TOWNE  was  incorporated  in  Oct  ,  1674.  It  was 
the  princi])al  town  of  "King's  Province,"  under  which  name  the 
Narragansett  country  was  established  as  a  special  government, 
by  the  royal  commissioners  in  March,  1664-5.  Unable  to  ad- 
just the  claims  of  different  parties  in  this  region  on  equitable 
principles,  they  set  up  this  Province,  forbidding  all  persons  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  therein  without  authority  from  themselves, 
and  appointing  the  governor  and  council  of  R.  I.  as  ^Magistrates 
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there  for  the  time  being.  When  the  largest  town  came  to  be 
incorporated,  less  than  ten  years  later,  it  took  this  loyal  name, 
which  is  thus  an  echo  of  the  deference  to  roj-alty  that  actuated 
the  commissioners  of  King  Charles  in  16G4.  In  1722-3,  it  was 
divided  into  North  and  South  Kingstown,  the  former  town  re- 
taining the  prestige  of  keeping  the  records,  and  being  regarded 
as  the  older  town. 

Lastly. —  Several  towns  bear  names  that  indicate  their  geo- 
graj)ical  relations  to  neigliboring  places.  Such  are  Westerly 
(1669),  South  Kingstown  (1723),  West  Greenwich 
(1741),  MiDDLETOWN  (1743),  North  Providence  (1765), 
East  Providence  (1862),  and  North  Smithfield  (1871). 
These  need  not  detain  us. 

To  recapitulate  :  The  thirty-six  town  and  city  names  in  Rhode 
Island  may  be  classified  as  follows,  in  regard  to  their  derivation  : 

I.  Personal.  Warwick,  Jamestown,  Charlestown, 
Cumberland,  Warren,  Barrington,  Richmond  (?),  Hop- 
kinton,  Cranston,  Johnston,  Foster,  Burrillville,  Lin- 
coln, ......  13 

II.  From  English  Places.  Portsmouth,  New  Shore- 
ham,  East  Greenwich,  Glocester,  Coventry,  Exeter, 
Bristol,  Tiverton,  Little  Compton,        ...  9 

III.  Toj)ographicallii  Descriptive.  Newport,  West- 
terly,  South  Kingstown,  West  Greenwich,  Middletown, 
North  Providence,  East  Providence,  North   Smithfield,  8 

IV.  Indian.      Scituate,   Pawtucket,  A\'oonsocket     .  3 

V.  From  Pious  Sentim.ent.     Providence  .  .  1 

VI.  From    Loyal   Sentiment.      North  Kingstown,  1 

VII.  Donhtful.      Smithfield,  ...  1 

Total,  .  .  .36 
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THE  DATE  OF  PASSING  THE  SENTENCE  OF 
BANISHMENT  ON  ROGER  WILLIAMS. 


By  John  Andrews  Howl  and. 


Writers  upon  Roger  Williams  have  given  varying  dates  for 
tlie  passing  of  the  sentence  upon  him.  The  Massachusetts  Colo- 
nial Records  give  no  date  to  the  proceedings  when  the  sentence 
was  passed  ;  but  the  proceedings  are  recorded  next  following 
those  of  the  September  Session,  which  adjourned  to  October  8, 
and  which  held  two  days,  and  on  the  second  day  (October  9), 
the  sentence  was  passed.  On  the  margin  of  the  ])age  of  the 
printed  records  where  the  sentence  is  found  is  erroneously  placed 
Sept.  3,  which  led  Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Palfrey  to  give 
that  date  as  the  date  of  the  sentence.  These  varying  dates  have 
led  to  a  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  the  dates  given  by 
writers  and  some  occurrences  will  lead  to  the  conclusion  derived 
from  them. 

Knowles' Memoir  of  Williams,  says:  "His  sentence  of  ban- 
ishment was  passed  November  3,  1635."  This  is  a  mistake. 
There  was  no  session  of  the  General  Court  in  November  ;  and 
thus  in  following  Knowles,  later  writers  have  been  misled.  In 
two  later  lives  of  Williams  :  in  Staples'  'Annals  of  Providence  ; 
in  the  introduction  (v.  1,)  to  the  W^-itings  of  Roger  Williams," 
published  by  the  Narragansett  Club  ;  and  in  Arnold's  "History 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,"  this  erroneous  date  of  November 
3,  is  given  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence.  In  the  "Works  of 
Judge  Job  Durfee,"  his  notes  to  "What  Cheer"  give  the  same 
date.  Backus  and  Benedict  in  their  Histories  of  the  Baptists,  give 
the  sentence  under  October,  in  this  following  Winthrop.      Mr. 
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John  R.  Bartlctt,  in  notes  to  the  "Colonial  Records  of  Rhode 
Island,"  gives  September  3,  for  the  sentence;  and  Palfrey's 
"History  of  New  England"  (1858),  gives  the  same  date.  In 
the  edition  of  1882,  the  sentence  is  given  as  having  been  passed 
October  8.  Mr.  J.  L.  Diman  in  the  "Publications  of  tlic  Xar- 
ragansett  Club"  (v.  2,  p.  239),  gives  the  8th  October  for  its 
passage.  Rev.  Henry  Martyn  Dexter,  in  "As  to  Roger  Wil- 
liams," is  the  first  writer  to  give  the  probably  true  date  of  Oc- 
tober 0,  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence.  They  seem  to  have 
concluded,  that  the  proceedings,  which  are  without  date  on  pp. 
162-163  of  the  Bay  Records,  on  which  last  page  is  recorded  the 
sentence,  were  of  an  adjourned  session  from  September  3,  to 
October  8.  And  this  must  be  a  correct  conclusion,  for  there  is 
no  other  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  adjourned  session.  At 
the  session  of  the  General  Court  July  8,  when,  as  Winthrop 
relates,  Williams  and  the  ministers  were  present,  and  he  was 
heartily  denounced  by  the  Court  and  the  ministers,  he  was  or- 
dered by  the  Court  to  appear 'at  its  next  session  and  then  give 
satisfaction  or  to  expect  the  sentence. 

The  next  session  was  September  2  ;  transacted  some  business 
and  adjourned  to  the  next  day  at  8  o'clock  ;  and  its  proceedings 
(Sept.  3,) — making  no  mention  of  Williams — close  on  p.  161 
with  the  words  :  "The  Court  is  adiorned  to  the  Thursday  after 
the  next  meeting  of  the  pticular  court."  That  is,  of  the  Governor 
and  Assistants,  or  Court  of  Assistants,  or  Magistrates,  as  it  was 
termed,  which  met  October  6,  and  the  Thursday  after  was  the 
8th. 

The  first  day  (October  8,)  of  that  adjourned  session, — Wil- 
liams and  all  the  ministers  of  the  Bay  being  present, — the  min- 
isters to  give  their  help  and  advise  as  to  what  should  be  done 
with  this  (in  tlieir  estimation)  pestilent  heresiarch, — was  passed 
first,  perhaps,  in  the  banishing  of  John  Smyth  for  offences  simi- 
lar to  those  charged  upon  Williams;  that  is,  "for  dyvers  dan- 
gerous opinions  which  he  holdeth  and  hath  divulged  ;"  then  in 
considering  the  charges   against  Williams  ;  and  when   the   ofier 
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was  made  him  by  tlie  Court  to  discuss  the  charges  at  a  subse- 
quent day  and  he  chose  to  have  the  discussion  at  once,  Mr. 
Hooker  was  appointed  by  the  Court  to  hold  the  controversy  with 
him. 

AA'hat  with  Mr.  Hooker's  endeavors  to  convince  him  of  his 
errors,  and  Williams' rejoinders  in  maintaining  his  opinions,  the 
day  passed.  Mr.  Dexter  in  "As  to  Roger  Williams"  (p.  53), 
says  of  the  ministers  :  "Altogether  it  was  a  distinguished  com- 
pany, and  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  Massachusetts  of 
to-day  could  call  together,  out  of  its  hundreds  of  pulpits,  twelve 
pastors  and  teachers  who  should  be  their  equals  in  intellect  and 
worth." 

Here  one  cannot  but  reflect  upon  the  human  grandeur  of  the 
scene.  That  sore-beset  young  man,  alone,  undauntedly  main- 
taining his  conscientious  convictions,  firmly,  though  respectfully, 
in  the  face  of  all  the  learning  and  power  of  the  colony,  with  an 
awful  fate  impending  over  him.  The  day  passed  in  that  conflict 
of  minds  with  the  result  of  not  bringing  him,  as  Winthrop  says, 
"from  any  of  his  errors."  And  Winthrop  concludes  his  account 
of  this  interesting  scene  with  the  words  :  "So  the  next  morning: 
the  Court  sentenced  him  to  depart  out  of  our  jurisdiction."  The 
next  morning  was  the  9th,  and  thus  is  seen  that  the  precise  day 
on  which  the  sentence  of  banishment  passed,  was  the  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1635. 

MiSCELLAXEOUS    NOTES. 

Three  several  times  was  Williams  called  before  and  confronted 
with  the  authorities  and  the  ministers,  and  we  are  almost  solely 
indebted  to  Governor  John  Winthrop  for  the  interesting  partic- 
ulars, as  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  either  case  makes  no 
mention  of  Williams  or  of  the  ministers  being  present.  The  first 
time  was  Aj)ril  30,  1()35,  before  the  Governor  and  Assistants 
and  tlic  ministers  (Savage's  AVinthrop,  1,  188").  There  is  no 
record  of  this  meeting.  The  second  time  was  July  8,  when 
Williams  and  the  ministers  were  before  the  General  Court  and 
he  was  ordered  to  appear  at  its  next  session  and  then  give  satis- 
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faction  or  to  expect  the  sentence.  The  third  time  was  at  the 
General  Court  of  October  S,  Avhen  he  and  all  the  niini,sters  of 
the  Bay  were  present,  and  on  the  second  day  of  the,  session  (Oc- 
tober 9),  the  sentence  of  banishment  was  passed  upon  him. 


Precedins:  the  flio'ht  of  Williams  there  is  but  one  recorded  no- 
tice  on  the  Massachusetts  Colonial  Record  of  the  trouble  with 
him,  and  that  is  found  on  page  168,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Court  at  its  adjourned  session  which  met  October  8,  and 
whicli  on  the  next  morning  passed  the  order  for  his  banishment. 
The  record  of  the  sentence  is  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  one  of  the  elders  of  the 
church  of  Salem,  has  broached  &  divulged  dyvers  newe  &  dan- 
gerous opinions  against  the  aucthoritie  of  magistrates,  as  also 
writt  Itres  of  defamacon,  both  of  the  magistrates  &  churches  here, 
and  that  before  any  conviccon,  and  yet  niainetaiucth  tlie  same 
without  retraccon,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  said  Mr.  Wil- 
liams shall  depte  out  of  this  jurisdiccon  within  sixe  weekes  nowe 
nexte  ensueing,  wch  if  he  neglect  to  pforme,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Gofinr  &  two  of  the  magistrates  to  send  him  to  some 
place  out  of  this  jurisdiccon,  not  to  returne  any  more  without  li- 
cence from  the  Court." 

Williams  was  sentenced  to  "depart  out  of  this  jurisdiction 
within  six  weeks  now  next  ensuing."  The  magistrates  were  dis- 
posed to  be  lenient  and  gave  him  permission  to  remain  till  Sj)ring  : 
but  afterwards  re-considered  that  permission  ;  for  under  Janu- 
ary, Winthrop  says,  "the  Governor  and  assistants  met  at  Bos- 
ton to  consider  about  Mr.  Williams,  for  that  they  were  credibly 
informed  that  notwithstanding  the  injunction  laid  uj)on  him  (u[)on 
the  liberty  granted  him  to  stay  till  the  Spring)  not  to  go  about 
to  draw  others  to  his  opinions,  he  did  use  to  entertain  comi):my 
in  his  house  and  to  preach  to  them,  even  of  such  points  as  he 
had  been  censured  for  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  send  him  into  Eng- 
land by  a  ship  then  ready  to  depart.  The  reason  was  that  he 
had  drawn  above  twenty  persons  to  his  opinions,  and  they  were 
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intended  to  erect  a  plantation  about  the  Narragansett  Bay,  from 
wlience  the  infection  would  easily  spread  into  these  churches. 
Whereupon  a  warrant  was  sent  to  him  to  come  presently  to  Boston 
to  be  shipped.  He  returned  answer  (and  divers  of  Salem  came 
with  it)  that  he  could  not  come  without  hazard  of  his  life.  Where- 
upon a  pinnace  was  sent  with  commission  to  Capt.  Underbill  to 
apprehend  him,  and  carry  him  aboard  the  ship  (which  then  rode 
at  Natascutt)  ;  but,  when  they  came  at  his  house,  they  found 
he  had  been  gone  three  days  before." 


In  his  "Mr.  Cotton's  Letter  examined  and  Answered,"  Wil- 
liams writes,  "It  pleased  God  by  excessive  labours  on  the  Lord's 
days,  and  thrice  a  week  at  Salem  ;  by  labours  day  and  night  in 
my  field  with  my  own  hands,  for  the  maintenance  of  my  charge, 
by  travels  also  by  day  and  night  to  go  and  return  from  their 
Court,  it  pleased  God  to  bring  me  near  unto  death  ;  in  which 
time,  notwithstanding  the  mediating  testimony  of  two  skilful 
in  physic,  I  was  unmercifully  driven  from  my  chamber  to  a  win- 
ter's flight."  And  in  the  introduction,  he  says,  he  was  "exposed 
to  the  mercy  of  a  howling  wilderness  in  frost  and  snow  *  *  * 
in  that  sorrowful  winter's  flight."  The  winter  set  in  early  ;  of 
the  two  months  preceding  his  Higlit  (which  was  about  the  mid- 
dle of  January),  Winthrop  says  the  Connecticut  river  was  frozen 
up  the  1 5th  of  November ;  and  that  on  the  second  and  third  of 
December  snow  fell  about  knee-deep.  In  such  an  inclement 
season  it  was  a  terrible  journey  for  a  sick  man  to  take  over  a 
snow-covered  wilderness. 


There  seem  to  be  indications  that  the  magistrates  were  disin- 
clined to  press  Williams  to  the  utmost,  but  they  Avere  kept  up 
to  the  prosecution  of  him  by  the  ministers,  who  considered 
their  craft,  their  power  in  the  government,  endangered  by  the 
propagation  of  the  opinions  he  had  divulged.  That  they  judged 
shrewdly  later  times  abundantly  showed.  We  cannot  know  what 
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means  were  taken  to  get  the  information,  or  by  whom  the  mag- 
istrates were  "credibly  informed"  of  what  was  said  and  done  in 
Williams'  house,  which  induced  them  to  re-consider  the  permis- 
sion given  him  to  remain  till  Spring,  and  resolve  to  summarily 
expatriate  him  to  England  by  this  opportune  ship  then  ready  to 
sail . 

For  three  months  after  his  flight,  Williams  is  lost  to  human 
knowledge,  until  from  his  own  account,  we  are  told  of  his  being 
at  Seekonk  ;  supposed  to  be  fourteen  weeks  after  his  flight  in 
the  middle  of  January,  and  thus  making  his  arrival  at  Seekonk 
about  the  23d  of  April.  We  cannot  account  for  the  length  of 
ti-me  occupied  in  his  journey,  if  it  was  overland,  w^hen  we  con- 
trast it  with  those  of  others  who  journeyed  about  the  same  time. 
During  the  same  month  of  January  that  Williams  fled,  Win- 
throp  says  "a  man  went  alone  to  Connecticut  and  returned," 
twice  over  a  route  much  longer  and  less  known  than  that  from 
Salem  to  the  Narragansett,  which  it  is  supposed  took  Williams 
fourteen  weeks  to  accomplish. 

Winthrop  also  says  under  the  date  of  November  26,  1635, 
"There  came  twelve  men  from  Connecticut ;  they  had  been  ten 
days  on  their  journey."  Under  October,  1635,  he  says,  "about 
sixty  men,  women  and  little  children  went  by  land  to  Connecti- 
cut and  arrived  safe  there." 


Neal's  History  of  New  England  (v.  1,  p.  164),  says,  "a  com- 
pany of  about  one  hundred  of  men,  women  and  children  with 
their  luggage,  set  out  from  New  Town  in  the  month  of  June, 
1636,  and  led  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  traveling  nine  or  ten 
miles  a  day  on  foot,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  river  Connecti- 
cutt,  and  began  a  Town  which  they  called  Hertford." 


Before  reaching  Seekonk,  Williams  had,  perhaps,  first  rested 
awhile  at  Sowams — Warren — with  his  Indian  friend  Ousanie- 
quin — Massasoit — and  then  taking  into  his  boat  the  five  associ- 
ates who  possibly  had  there  awaited  his  arrival,  he  came  up  the 
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bay  and  tlic  river  to  the  Seekonk  ;  when  on  entering  its  mouth,  he 
was  hailed  with  tlie  traditionary  welcome  of  "What-Cheer"  by  an 
Indian  who  would  air  his  knowledge  of  English  words,  who, 
with  others  had  there  congregated  in  anticipation  of  his  arrival. 
The  precise  time  that  AA  illiams'  wife  and  two  infant  children 
joined  him,  is  not  known  ;  surely  not  before  he  had  a  shelter  for 
them.  That  tliey  were  here  with  him  in  the  Fall  of  the  first 
year,  when  he  made  his  perilous  journey  to  frustrate  the  threat- 
ened league  between  the  Pequots  and  the  Narragansetts,  is  indi- 
cated in  his  letter  to  Mason,  where  he  says,  "scarce  acquainting 
my  wife,"  he  hastily  shipped  himself,  alone,  in  a  poor  canoe, 
and  cut  through  a  stormy  wind,  with  great  seas,  every  minute 
in  hazard  of  life,  to  the  Sachem's  house.  This  tempestuous  jour- 
ney was  probably  at  the  time  of  the  autumnal  equinox.  As  in 
consequence  of  his  agency,  Winthrop  records  that  "Miantun- 
nomoh,  the  Sachem  of  Narragansett,  came  to  Boston  with  two 
of  C'anonicus'  sons,  and  another  Sachem,  and  near  twenty  sa- 
naps,"  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  made  a  treaty  of  perpetual 
peace  and  alliance. 


Two  Notes  of  Later  Times. 
Of  all  the  writings  of  Roger  Williams,  nothing  in  verse  by 
him  has  come  down  to  us,  other  than  the  lines  appended  to  the 
several  divisions  of  his  "Kev  to  the  Indian  Lan2;ua":e."  But  it 
is  certain  that  he  composed  a  piece  in  verse,  one  that  he  consid- 
ered of  interest  enough  to  be  presented  to  the  town.  We  may 
suppose  it  to  have  been  of  an  historical  character  ;  its  theme  per- 
haps, the  settlement  of  Providence,  the  two  charters,  &c.  It 
may  have  contained  much  that  would  have  thrown  light  upon 
incidents  connected  with  the  settlement.  Bv  the  burning'  of  the 
town  clerk's  house  in  Philip's  war,  the  papers  which  had  been 
accumulating  in  his  oflice  for  forty  years  were  all  lost  in  that 
holocaust  of  precious  things.  That  there  was  a  composition  in 
verse  by  him  is  shown  by  the  following  from  the  town  records. 
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At  a  town  meeting  March  8,  1668,  it  was  "Voted,  That  the 
presentation  in  verse  presented  by  Mr.  Roger  Williams  unto  the 
town  this  day,  be  kept  among  the  records  of  this  town." 


Daniel  Neal,  in  his  History  of  New  England,  London  1720  ; 
reprinted  1740,  concludes  his  account  of  Roger  Williams,  as 
follows  :  "He  writ  very  handsomely  against  the  Practices  and 
principles  of  the  Quakers,  and  was  very  diligent  in  converting 
the  Indians  in  his  Neighbourhood,  of  whose  manners,  Customs 
and  Languages  he  published  an  account.  He  was  very  service- 
able in  obtaining  a  Charter  for  the  Government  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  was  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  his  Town  of  Providence, 
and  was  sometimes  chosen  their  Governor.  In  a  word,  if  he  had 
never  dabbled  in  Divinity  he  would  have  been  esteemed  a  great 
and  useful  Man." 

Neal  little  foresaw  the  eminence  and  consideration  which  suc- 
ceeding generations  would  assign  to  Williams.  Rejected,  and 
thrust  from  the  land  where  he  had  sought  that  liberty  he  could 
not  have  in  his  native  country,  he  was  "the  teacher  of  principles 
that  have  emancipated  nations."  A  noted  assertion  of  these 
principles  was  exemplified  in  Maj,  1885,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  Washington,  in  answ^er  to  the  government  of  Austria, 
which  had  refused  to  receive  the  minister  appointed  by  our  gov- 
ernment, because  his  wife  w^as  a  Jewess.  In  his  letter  Mr.  Sec- 
retarv  Bayard  says  :  "Religious  liberty  is  the  chief  corner-stone 
of  the  American  system  of  government,  and  provisions  for  its 
security  are  imbedded  in  the  written  charter,  and  interwoven  in 
the  moral  fabric  of  its  laws." 

In  advance  of  his  age,  AYilliams  was  not  appreciated  by  his 
contemporaries.  His  real  greatness  was  the  discovery  of  later 
times,  fittingly  recognized  in  the  recent  grand  connnemoration  of 
his  founding  of  Providence — where  the  banner  of  Religious  Lib- 
erty was  first  planted — and  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
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Note  on  the  Tradition  connecting  the  name  of 
Roger  Williams  with  Slate  rock. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  around  and  east  of  the  rock  the 
land  has  been  filled  in,  and  a  street  laid  out  east  of  it,  leaving 
the  rock  far  inland  and  below  the  surface,  and  grading  what  in 
Williams'  day  was  a  high  wooded  bluff  on  the  bank  of  tlie  river. 

At  the  first  Annual  Celebration  of  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  held  in  the  First  Congregational  meeting-house, 
January  13,  1847,  there  was  an  address  delivered  by  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Job  Durfee,  and  a  poem  of  twenty -two  verses  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Helen  Whitman,  on  Roger  Williams,  which  was 
read  by  Mr.  Albert  G.  Greene.   One  verse  is  here  quoted  : 

The  wave-worn  rock  still  breasts  the  storm 

On  Seekonk's  lonely  side, 
Where  the  dusky  natives  hailed  the  l^ark 

That  bore  their  gentle  guide. 

Slate  rock  no  longer  lies  "On  Seekonk\s  lonely  side,"  still 
the  tradition  connected  with  it  has  not  lost  its  interest,  and  a 
monument  is  proposed  to  be  erected  to  mark  the  locality  of  the 
rock.  Although  much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  tra- 
dition connecting  the  name  of  Roger  Williams  with  the  rock,  as 
being  the  locality  of  his  first  interview  with  the  Indians,  the 
utterance  of  some  further  thoughts  may  not  be  deemed  super- 
fluous. 

Without  a  line  or  a  word  from  Williams,  nor  from  either  of  his 
five  companions,  to  give  the  least  indication  of  their  having 
landed  at  Slate  rock,  or  approached  its  vicinity,  nor  any  con- 
temporary authority  to  give  support  to  the  tradition  of  their  hav- 
ing landed  there  on   proceeding  down   the  river  from  Seekonk, 


DATE    OF    liANISIIMENT    OF    ROGER    WILLIAMS.  61 

nor  at  anytime;  yet,  the  tradition  may  not  be  wholly  vain, 
though  not  truly  applicable  to  that  particular  journey.  The 
printed  accounts  of  the  tradition  seem  only  to  relate  to  their  final 
descent  of  the  river  from  the  place  in  Seckonk  where  they  had 
begun  a  settlement ;  and  supposing  that  without  any  definite  lo- 
cation in  view,  they  were  proceeding  down  the  river  and  viewing 
the  shore  until  they  rounded  India  Point  and  Fox  Point,  and  up 
the  Providence  river,  and  finally  landing  on  the  bank  of  the 
Moshassuck  river. 

Knowles,  in  his  IMemoir  of  Williams,  says,  the  tradition  is, 
that  "they  embarked  in  a  canoe  and  proceeded  down  the  stream. 
As  they  approached  the  little  cove  near  Tockwotton,  now  India 
Pointj  they  were  saluted  by  a  company  of  Indians,  with  a  friendly 
interrogation,  'What-Cheer?'  At  this  spot  they  probably  went 
on  shore,  but  they  did  not  long  remain  there." 

Williams  says  in  his  Key  to  the  Indian  Language,  "  'What 
Cheare  Netop'  is  the  general  salutation  of  all  English  toward  the 
Indians.     Netop,  is  friend  ;  Netumpaug,  friends." 

Staples,  in  his  Annals  of  Providence,  writes,  "tradition  says 
that  they  first  landed  at  the  Slate  rock,  and  as  they  approached 
the  shore  were  saluted  with  'What  Cheer  Netop'  by  an  Indian 
from  the  hill." 

There  is  nothing  more  than  this  vague  tradition,  so  recorded, 
to  show  that  Williams  landed  at  Slate  rock.  And  so  far  as  the 
tradition  would  only  apply  to  their  having  landed  there  on  their 
final  descent  of  the  river  from  Seekonk,  it  is  not  probably  cor- 
rect. It  is  quite  probably  true  that  they  had  at  some  time  landed 
there,  as  the  rock  lay  on  the  shore  at  an  indent  in  the  land,  and 
was  probably  a  good  landing-place  for  their  boat  to  approach, 
and  they  had  landed  there  perhaps,  repeatedly,  in  their  prospec- 
ting journeys  to  explore  the  country,  or  to  find  a  suitable  place 
for  a  new  settlement ;  leaving  their  boat  at  the  rock  and  proceed- 
ing inland  to  view  the  country,  and  across  the  *neck'  to  the  ^lo- 
shassuck  river,  where  they  finally  decided  to  locate.  But  when 
they  had  decided  on  a  location,  and  had  embarked  for  the  purpose 
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of  commencing  the  settlement,  there  would  seem  to  have  been  no 
call  for  them  to  stop  at  Slate  rock. 

The  rock  lay  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  and  wooded  bluff,  and  if, 
as  Staples  says  of  the  tradition,  the  salutation  came  from  an  In- 
dian on  the  hill,  it  Avould  be  quite  a  distance  to  shout  a  welcome 
through  the   intervening  trees  to  a  party  approaching  the  shore. 

The  hail  of  the  Indians  was  more  probably  given  to  Williams 
on  his  first  ascent  of  the  river,  with  the  five  companions,  who, 
perhaps,  had  awaited  his  arrival  at  Sowams  (Warren),  the  resi- 
dence of  his  Indian  friend  Ousamequin  (Massasoit),  and  the 
salutation  then  made  which  has  given  the  name  of  What  Cheer 
to  that  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  river.  But  the  Indians  were 
probably  nearer  India  Point,  where  the  wooded  bluff  that  bor- 
dered the  river  at  Slate  rock  had  ceased,  and  the  level  land  bor- 
dered the  river,  and  Avhere  the  shores  of  the  river  were  very  much 
nearer  each  other  than  they  were  at  Slate  rock. 

Williams  had  been  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  Indians 
by  reputation,  and  to  some  of  them  personally,  and  his  coming 
among  them  anticipated  ;  thus  his  appearance  with  his  five  com- 
panions in  the  boat,  was  hailed  with  their  cheer  of  welcome. 

They  probably  knew  that  he  was  waited  for  by  the  men  who 
had  preceded  his  arrival  at  Sowams,  and  also  knew  when  he 
arrived  there,  and  the  day  he  would  leave  and  come  among  them, 
and  they  were  all  ready  to  welcome  him  ;  and  when  he  appeared 
it  was  no  surprise  to  them.  And  the  cheer  of  welcome  would 
much  more  naturally  be  given  then,  when  his  presence  was  new 
to  them,  than  two  months  later,  when  they  had  become  accus- 
tomed to  the  sight  of  him,  as  they  must  have  been  at  the  time 
he  abandoned  his  settlement  at  Seekonk. 

The  spot  where  Williams  began  to  build  in  Seekonk,  "is 
believed  to  have  been  at  Manton's  Neck,  near  the  Cove,  a  short 
distance  above  Central  bridge."  It  was  no  way  likely  that  com- 
ing as  he  did,  from  the  Seekonk  shore,  and  availing  probably  of 
an  ebbing  tide,  that  he,  with  his  five  companions  should  have 
left  the  deeper  water  and  tlie  current  of  the  eastern   shore,  after 
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havinff  been  but  a  few  minutes  in  descendinG;  thus  far,  and  then 
stretched  across  the  river  and  the  flats  and  come  under  tlie  bhiff 
at  tlie  foot  of  which  lay  Slate  rock.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  Williams  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  localities 
of  the  river  at  the  time  of  his  de})arture  from  Seekonk.  lie  had 
before  leaving  there  time  enough,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
companions,  to  obtain  a  good  knowledge  of  his  surroundings. 
If  he  left  Salem  as  is  sui)posed  about  the  middle  of  January  and 
was  fourteen  weeks  on  his  journey,  it  would  bring  his  arrival  at 
Seekonk  about  the  23d  of  April ;  and  leaving  there  in  June  he 
would  have  had  two  Spi'ing  months  to  find  out  the  localities  of 
his  neighborhood. 

Williams,  or  his  companions  had  doubtless  made  exploring 
journeys  previous  to  their  final  departure  from  Seekonk,  and 
had  in  view  some  definite  spot  which  they  had  previously  decided 
upon.  Their  journey  was  not  unpremeditated.  Nobody  was 
pursuing  them,  and  it  is  not  rational  to  suppose  that  they  would 
have  unpreparedly  left  where  they  had  begun  a  settlement  with- 
out a  definite  destination  in  view,  and  a  locality  for  a  new  set- 
tlement upon  which  they  had  previously  decided. 
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NECROLOGY. 


John  Russell  Bartlett  was  born  in  Providence,  October 
23,  1805.  In  the  first  year  of  his  life  his  family  moved  to 
Kingston,  in  Upper  Canada;  and  he  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  in  Kingston,  at  an  academy  at  Lowville  in  New 
York  and  at  a  school  in  Montreal.  He  returned  to  Providence 
in  1824  and  was  employed  successively  in  the  dry-goods  shop 
of  his  uncle.  Captain  William  Russell,  as  book-keeper  in  the 
bank  of  North  America  and  as  cashier  of  the  Globe  Bank.  He 
became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1831  ;  and  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Providence  Athenasum.  In  1836  he  moved  to 
New  York  and  engaged  in  business  for  a  time  in  a  dry-goods  com- 
mission house  but  soon  became  associated  with  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Welford  as  a  book-seller,  under  the  name  of  Bartlett  &  Welford. 
In  1850  he  returned  to  Providence  and  soon  after  received  the 
appointment  of  Commissioner  on  the  j)art  of  the  United  States  for 
establishing  the  boundary  line  between  this  country  and  Mexico, 
in  the  work  of  which  appointment  he  spent  nearly  three  years. 
In  1855  he  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  held  that  office  for  seventeen  years.   He  died  May  28,  1886. 

A  full  account  of  the  official,  literary  and  historical  labors  of 
Mr.  Bartlett  and  of  the  incidents  of  his  life  is  contained  in  the 
biographies  which  have  been  published  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
deemed  expedient  to  describe  his  life  and  services  at  large  in 
this  place. 

George  Lyman  Claflin,  only  son  of  Lyman  and  Rebecca 
G.  Claflin,  was  born  in  that  part  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  which  was 
then  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1822.  His 
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father  was  a  ^Mamitactmvr,  and  a  man  of  respectability  and  in- 
fluence. His  grand-father,  Oliver  Starkweatiier,  was  well  and 
favorably  known  as  an  active  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  and  also  as  a  Member  of  Congress  from  that 
State.  Two  of  his  micles  —  John  and  Samuel  Starkweather  — 
were  graduates  of  l>rown  University,  and  achieved  success,  the 
first  as  a  Physician  in  l^pton,  Mass.,  and  the  latter  as  a  Judge,  in 
Clevehnid,  Ohio.  While  another  uncle,  James  C.  Starkweather, 
attained  to  prominence  as  a  Manufactui-er  in  Pawtucket.  Mr. 
Claflin's  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  his  native  town.  In  1842  he  came  to  Providence  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  John  H.  Mason  &  Co.,  Druggists,  on  Wey- 
bosset  Street,  nearly  opposite  the  City  Hotel.  He  afterwards 
was  employed  by  Earl  P.  Mason  &  Co.,  Wholesale  Druggists, 
and  soon  became  a  member  of  this  firm,  and  remained  therein, 
and  in  the  succeeding  firm  of  Snow,  Claflin  &  Co.,  until  1872. 
In  1873  he  purchased  and  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  late 
Joseph  Balch  &  Sons,  on  South  Main  Street,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  George  L.  Claflin  &  Co.,  where  he  built  up  and 
established  a  prosperous  business,  and  in  the  prosecution  of 
which,  with  his  son  Arthur  W.  Claflin  whom  he  had  taken  into 
co-partnership  with  him,  he  was  found  by  the  messenger  that 
called  him  away.  His  integrity  of  purpose  was  never  questioned, 
and  hence  he  was  generally  respected,  and  called  to  fill  many 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  was  a  Director  in  the 
Northern  Bank,  the  Coventry  National  Bank,  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank,  the  Coventry  Savings  Bank,  the  Jackson  Savings 
Bank,  the  Roger  Williams  Insurance  Company  and  the  I'^nion 
^Mutual  Insurance  Company.  In  1870  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Connnon  Council  of  the  City  of  Providence  from  the  first 
Ward,  and  again  in  ISSI  and  1<SS2.  In  1874  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  (Jeneral  Assembly;  and  in  each  of  these  posi- 
tions, has  left  but  the  niemory  of  faithfulness  to  duty,  the  savor 
of  a  good  name,  and  the  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  therein 
came  in  contact.     In  1843  he  joined  the  Congregational  Church 
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then  worshipping  in  Westminster  Hall,  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Waterman,  and  remained  in  that 
reljition  until  the  foi-mation  of  the  Central  Congregational 
Church,  when  he  became  one  of  its  corporate  members,  and 
identified  himself  fully  and  generously  with  all  its  interests  and 
purposes  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swain  ;  and 
since  1859  has  had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  infant  depart- 
ment of  the  Sunday  School  connected  therewith.  On  the  third 
day  of  September,  A.  I).  1850,  he  married  Louisa  Sisson  Whit- 
man, daughter  of  the  late  Christopher  A.  Whitman  of  Coventry 
in  this  State,  and  five  children  resulted  from  this  union,  three 
of  whom  —  Arthur  W.,  William  L.,  and  George  E.,  are  still 
living.  Mr.  Claflin  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1873. 
On  Sunday,  April  4th,  1886,  he  was  taken  from  the  scenes  and 
associations  so  dear  to  him,  to  another  and  better  life.  And  no 
clouds,  or  mists  hang  about  the  life  thus  closed  here,  to  cast  a 
shadow  over  it.  In  all  and  every  act,  he  was  as  open  as  the 
day.  To  be  right,  and  to  do  right,  constituted  his  highest  ambi- 
tion, and  were  the  motive  forces  of  his  life  ;  and  the  power  to 
see  the  one,  and  to  perform  the  other,  was  by  him  sought  and 
obtained  from  above.  In  the  darkest  hours,  and  under  the  deep- 
est agitations  of  uncertainty,  his  faith  in  God  never  forsook  him. 
He  believed  the  darkest  night  would  end  in  dawn,  and  the  dawn 
would  kindle  into  day  :  and  according  to  this  simple  and  restful 
trust,  so  it  was  unto  him.  His  ear  could  not  refuse  to  listen  to 
the  appeal  of  the  troubled  and  distressed,  nor  his  heart  fail  to 
relieve.  Verily,  "he  has  his  reward,"  and  the  witnesses  are  not 
wanting  who  "rise  up  and  call  liim  blessed."  Of  his  home,  and 
home  life,  it  may  only  be  said,  its  memory  is  enshrined  in  the 
heart's  best  affections,  as  a  priceless  heritage.  He  rests  well, 
surrounded  with  the  glow  of  his  gracious  deeds. 

Thomas  Artiiuk  Doyle  was  born  in  Providence,  March  15, 
1827.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Martha  Doyle.  On  the 
side  of  the  father  he  was  descended  from  a  family  of   well-to-do 
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landholders  in  Ireland  ;  his  2;randf'ather  having  taken  part  in  the 
Rebellion  led  by  Robert  Ennnet,  lost  his  estate  and  the  family 
came  to  America.  The  maiden  name  of  Thomas  A.  Doyle's 
mother  was  Martha  Jones  ;  her  family  were  of  New  England 
Puritan  stock  and  her  father,  Gershom  Jones,  was  an  esteemed 
citizen  of  Providence,  in  high  repute  for  simple  uprightness  and 
truth.    He  was  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits. 

The  education  of  Thonias  A .  Doyle  was  conducted  first  in  the 
school  of  Dr.  P.  W.  Ferris,  from  which  he  passed  to  the  in- 
struction of  Mr.  Ijuther  Ainsworth  at  a  private  school  kept  by 
that  gentleman.  When  the  jndilic  schools  of  Providence  were 
re-organized  we  find  Mr.  Doyle  a  scholar  in  one  of  these  schools 
in  what  was  then  the  fifth  ward  of  the  city.  The  father  of 
Thomas  dying  when  the  lad  was  about  fourteen,  it  became  nec- 
essary for  him  to  aid  by  his  industry  his  widowed  mother  left 
with  the  care  of  seven  children.  Thomas  entered  the  office  of 
Benjamin  Cozzens,  representing  the  Crompton  Mills  ;  in  this 
office  he  remained  five  years  and  then  found  employment  in  that 
of  Jacob  Dunnell  c^  Co.,  where  his  employment  continued  some 
five  years  also.  In  1853  we  find  him  recognized  as  competent 
and  trustworthy  by  the  business  men  who  had  formed  the  Gro- 
cers' and  Producers'  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Doyle  was  appointed 
Cashier ;  a  position  which  he  maintained  for  two  years  ;  at  the 
end  of  this  time  he  entered  upon  business  for  himself,  as  a  Stock 
Broker  and  Auctioneer.  He  had  already  taken  an  interest  in 
city  politics  and  after  serving  as  ward  clerk  had  been  elected  to 
the  Common  Council  from  the  fifth  ward  being  then  but  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  Here  his  native  wit  and  striking  quickness 
of  apprehension,  and  the  ease  and  fluency  with  which  he  dis- 
cussed questions  of  })ublic  interest  gained  him  prompt  recogni- 
tion. During  the  years  1854-55  he  was  President  of  the  Council 
and  gained  familiarity  with  the  details  of  municipal  government 
which  employed  the  best  years  of  his  life. 

The  first  election  of  Mr.  Doyle  to  the  office  of  Mayor  was  in 
1864.    His  life  from  this  time  forth  was  one  with  the  life  of  the 
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City  of  Providence  ;  for  he  occupied  this  office  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  interval  of  a  year  and  another  of  three  years,  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  all  about  eighteen  years.  Even  in  the 
interval  in  which  tiie  Mayor's  office  was  occupied  by  others,  he 
was  not  idle  but  during  one  of  tliese  years  sat  as  Senator  for 
Providence  in  the  General  Assembly. 

The  City  of  Providence  gives  evidence  on  every  hand  to  the 
pains-taking  and  intelligent  interest  of  Mayor  Doyle.  The  City 
Hall,  and  to  a  creat  extent  the  Public  School  buildin";s,  were 
erected  under  his  administration  and  with  his  personal  care  be- 
stowed upon  their  construction.  The  Police  Department  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  are  largely  indebted  to  his  urgency 
and  industry  in  putting  them  upon  a  good  working  basis.  Much 
of  his  work  for  the  city  was  urged  against  great  prejudice  and 
public  inertia,  but  is  admitted  to  have  placed  the  community  in 
the  debt  of  the  tireless  public  spirit  of  the  Mayor,  who  insisted 
upon  a  progressive  policy  in  the  municipal  administration. 

The  last  election  of  Mayor  Doyle  was  a  popular  tribute  of 
confidence  in  the  honesty,  integrity  and  capability  of  a  tried  ser- 
vant of  the  people ;  for  the  prospect  of  the  necessity  for  large 
outlay  for  the  city  seemed  as  by  an  instinctive  suggestion  to 
point  to  the  man,  who  would  spend  lavishly  but  ap})ly  prudently 
the  money  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  interest  of  the  city  alone. 
Indeed,  the  career  of  this  i)ublic  official  was  signal  for  upi'ight- 
ness,  and  sinn)le,  straightforward  candor.  His  op[)onents  had 
easy  access  to  his  thoughts,  for  he  had  nothing  tt)  conceal ;  and 
those  who  0[)posed  him  were  opposing  convictions  and  principles 
of  action  for  the  public  good,  as  he  conceived  it.  No  cleaner 
record  or  simpler-minded  man  can  be  j)roduced  in  the  annals  of 
the  pul)lic  life  of  the  City  of  Providence.  His  labor,  his  love 
and  his  life  were  8[)ent  upon  the  city  in  which  he  was  born. 

No  sketch  of  jVIr.  Doyle's  life  would  be  complete  without  a 
reference  to  his  interest  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  elected  a  member  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Oct.  28,  1857.  He 
became  Master  of  the  I^odji'e  in  185}),    He  was  Grand  Secretarv 
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for  tliree  years  ;  Grand  Master  of  ]Masons  for  seven  years  ;  Higli 
Pi'iest  for  four  years  :  (irand  IIii>li  Priest  for  seven  years.  He 
became  a  Knight  of  the  Temple  in  St.  John's  Commandery  in 
1865,  and  held  the  offices  of  Connnander  of  St.  John's  Com- 
mandery and  Calvary  (Commandery  ;  he  filled  also  the  offices  of 
(irand  Prelate,  (xrand  Captain-General  and  Grand  Generalis- 
simo. He  was  for  many  years  Deputy  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  the  Thirty-Third  Degree. 

The  public  schools  have  Ix'cn  referred  to  as  the  objects  of 
Mayor  Doyle's  care.  Of  the  School  Committee  he  was  eighteen 
years  a  member,  familiar  with  the  smallest  details  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  schools  and  always  ready  with  his  counsel  and  pres- 
ence to  contribute  to  the  practical  enforcement  of  what  seemed 
to  him  a  wise  administration.  He  was  the  friend  and  !id\  iser  of 
young  men.  and  his  accessibility  to  their  incpiirics  made  gra\e 
demands  upon  his  time  and  strength. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  commanding  in  presence  and  clii\  alrous  in  his 
deportment  to  all  who  approached  him.  He  had  a  genuine  love 
of  his  kind  and  a  quick  sym|)athy  for  all  their  struggles.  His 
ministrations  to  the  unfortunate  were  the  acts  of  a  personal 
friend  rather  than  of  a  city  official. 

As  a  public  speaker  Mr.  Doyle  was  ready  and  vigorous.  His 
documents  presented  evidence  of  careful  maturing,  and  even  his 
ex  tempore  utterances  upon  the  platform  were  singularly  clear, 
concise  and  full  of  eloquence.  His  acquirements  were  consider- 
able, and  in  view  of  his  early  enforced  absence  from  school, 
the  ranjje  and  accuracv  of  his  knowledoe  was  remarkable.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  leading  editorial  writer  upon  municipal 
affairs  for  The  l*rovidenee  flournal,  and  in  New  Kugland  he 
came  to  be  regarded  as  an  authority  u])()n  all  ((uestions  touching 
the  practical  conduct  of  City  Government. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  a  man  of  sensitive  conscience,  (piick  moral 
susceptibility  and  deep  religious  feeling.  He  was  l)y  ecclesiasti- 
cal association  a  Unitarian,  firm  in  his  convictions  of  the  truth 
of  that  faith,  and  for  man\-  vcars  a  consistent  and  linnnrcd  mem- 
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ber  and  officer  in  the  First  Congregational  Church  ;  but  his 
sympathies  were  wider  than  church  lines  and  all  good  men  he 
counted  his  brothers  in  faith  and  good  works. 

lie  became  a  nicniber  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
in  1851,  and  was  always  actively  interested  in  the  ])ursuit8  and 
objects  of  this  Society. 

On  Oct.  21,  1809,  Mr.  Doyle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Al- 
mira  Sprague,  who  survives  him,  without  children. 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle  died  June  9,  1886,  of  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage. The  whole  city  mourned  for  him  and  followed  him  to 
his  burial. 

Henry  Lewis  Fairbrother,  son  of  Lewis  and  Harriet 
(May)  Fairbrother,  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  October  7th, 
1838.  His  early  education  was  received  at  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  later  at  the  University  Grammar  School  in 
Providence.  He  was  fitted  for  College  at  Pierce  Academy, 
Middleborough,  Mass.,  but  on  completing  his  preparation  he  felt 
so  disinclined  for  further  study,  and  so  eager  to  enter  upon  a  busi- 
ness career,  that  his  father  associated  him  with  himself  in  the 
manufacture  of  leather  belting,  an  industry  which  he  had  begun 
in  a  small  way  in  1834,  the  first  —  except  a  small  tannery  at 
Attleboro  —  to  be  started  in  New  Enoland. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Fairbrother  became  a  partner 
with  his  father,  and  in  18(35  on  the  retirement  of  the  senior  part- 
ner, he  formed  with  Mr.  Henri  E.  Bacon,  the  firm  of  H.  L. 
Fairbrother  &  Co.,  which  continued  till  1870,  when  Mr.  Bacon 
retii'cd  and  Mr.  Fairbrother  assumed  entire  control  of  the  busi- 
ness, still  retaining  the  same  firm  name  and  earning  a  well  de- 
served reputation  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  belting,  not  only 
throughout  the  Tnited  States  and  Canada,  but  also  in  England, 
(jermany  and  Russia,  until  the  position  of  leader  was  conceded 
to  him  by  the  tannery  interests  of  New  England.  His  business 
methods  and  relations  were  honorable  and  of  unimpeachable  in- 
tegrit\-.  and   tlu-ouuii  his  own   enteriirise  and  luitirinir  enersfv  he 
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converted  the  simi)le  tannery,  with  one  \nt  in  l(S34,  int(»  a  busi- 
ness of  halt"  a  million  a  year. 

Mr.  Fairbrother  was  well  known  thronuhout  the  State.  He 
was  remarkably  well  read,  and  in  the  broadest  sense  a  true  lover 
of  literature.  While  often  regretting-  not  having  taken  a  colle- 
giate course  he  endeavored  to  make  up  for  the  lack  by  persistent 
study.  He  kept  himself  fully  informed  on  the  current  topics  of 
the  day,  and  possessing  an  excellent  memory,  a  quick  [(crception 
of  the  ludicrous,  added  to  a  keen  wit  and  a  thorouirhlv  aenial 
nature,  he  became  early  in  life  a  universal   favorite. 

Xever  ostentatious  in  his  deeds  of  charity,  he  o'ave  u'enerous 
aid  to  the  church  which  he  attended,  to  the  I'^niversity,  and  to 
Societies  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  ;  and  was  especially  thoughtful 
of  those  who  needed  a  helping  hand  in  their  daily  life,  of  wliom 
there  are  many  to  bear  testimony  to  the  kindness  which  they  rc;- 
ceived  at  his  hands, — [)articularly  in  his  native  town,  where 
"none  name  him  but  to  praise." 

Mr.  Fairbrother  was  always  an  outspoken  Democrat,  but  he 
never  took  any  active  part  in  politics,  nor  accepted  office,  though 
more  than  once  tendered  him,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies 
to  his  business  rather  than  to  public  life.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Providence,  R.  1.,  February  1(5,  1886. 

Mr.  Fairbrother  married  Adele,  daughter  of  the  late  (iov- 
ernor  Charles  Jackson,  of  Providence,  who  survives  him  with  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1874. 

Daniel  Howlaxd  Greene,  son  of  Howland  and  Nancy 
(Brown)  Greene,  was  l)orn  in  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island, 
on  the  1  otli  day  of  April,  1807.  He  received  his  j»reliminary 
education  in  his  native  town,  at.  the  Kent  Academy  and  at  a 
select  school  in  South  Kingstown,  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Caleb  Fiske,  a  celebrated  physician  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Harvard  IMedical  School  in 
Boston,   and,  without   taking  his  degree,   beuan    in    18;^3.  the 
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practice  of"  medicine  in  the  village  of  Natick  in  tlie  town  of  War- 
wick. He  remained  in  Natick  for  about  eight  years  and  then 
removed  to  East  (ireenwich,  where  he  resided  and  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Dr.  (xrccnc  adoj)tcd  the  practice  of  Honucopathy  on  tlic  in- 
troduction of  that  dogma  with  the  profession,  and  announced 
himself  as  a  follower  of  Hahnemann  among  the  earliest  disciples 
of  that  school,  but  he  made  very  little  change  in  his  practice. 
He  always  in  his  prescriptions  preferred  the  placebo  to  the  more 
potent  remedy,  and  he  continued  the  use  of  o[)iates  in  various 
forms  :  sometimes  in  heroic  and  never  in  infinitesimal  doses. 
From  his  natural  temperament  he  a\oided  the  practice  of  surgery 
and  the  sight  of  blood,  which  caused  him  to  faint.  He  avoided 
too,  as  much  as  [)0ssible,  attendance  upon  severe  cases  of  illness 
which  were  likely  to  prove  fatal  in  his  hands.  He  took  no 
interest  in  the  current  medical  literature,  and,  as  he  often  said, 
rarely  read  a  medical  book.  A\  ith  these  marked  })eculiarities, 
which  he  made  no  attenn)t  to  cover  up  but  in  which  he  rather 
took  pride,  he  yet  had  a  large  patronage  in  East  Greenwich 
and  the  adjoining  towns  and  in  remoter  parts  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  in  the  City  of  Providence,  where  he  had  an  office  which 
he  visited  daily. 

Dr.  Greene  had  a  taste  for  light  literatiu'e  and  music  and  for  art 
generally,  cultivated  in  some  measure  in  early  life  and  pursued 
in  his  busier  years  for  his  own  pleasure  and  amusement.  He 
published  in  the  East  Greenwich  local  paper — the  Pendulum — a 
series  of  articles  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  of 
this  neighborhood  in  the  old  colonial  days  and  in  Revolutionary 
times.  This  led  to  his  preparing  a  history  of  the  town  in  the 
centennial  year,  187(5,  a  woi-k  which  gave  satisfaction  to  all  par- 
tics  interested,  and  w  hicli  lent  to  his  name  fame  and  notoriety 
more  than  any  other  work  of  his  life.  The  edition  published 
of  this  local  history  had  become  exhausted  and  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  prepare  a  new  one  at  an  early  day,  with  such  additions 
and  corrections  as  subsequent  and  more  thorough  investigations 
had  enabled  him  to  make. 
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Dr.  Greene  was  twice  married  :  first  in  1833,  to  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  George  Hazard  of  South  Kingstown.  She  died  in 
1834,  leaving  a  son,  who  diid  in  childhood.  A  second  time  to 
Susan,  daughter  of  Samuel  Proud,  of  this  town.  She  died  in 
1851,  without  issue. 

For  several  months  previous  to  his  decease,  Dr.  Greene  had 
been  in  feeble  health,  growing  more  and  more  infirm  until  he 
passed  quietly  from  life  on  Satiu'day  evening,  at  eight  o'clock, 
November  6,  188(5.      He  joined  this  Society  in  1881. 

Daniel  "Wanton  Lyman  was  born  in  Providence,  January 
24th  1844,  and  died  in  the  city  of  his  birth,  December  19, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  nearly  forty-three  years.  He  was  the  son 
of  Henry  Bull  Lyman  and  Caroline,  daughter  of  Elisha  Dyer, 
and  orandson  of  Daniel  Lvman,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1776,  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Continental  army,  and  afterwards 
became  Judge  and  Chief  Justice  of  this  State.  The  family  of 
Lyman  can  be  traced  back  to  the  distinguished  Colonial  General, 
Phineas  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  who  did  gallant  service  in  the 
French  and  Indian  wars. 

The  name  of  "Wanton"  comes  from  his  relationship  with  the 
family  of  Governor  Wanton,  made  Governor  under  the  Royal 
Charter  in  1775,  and  deposed  on  account  of  his  tory  sympathies. 
Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  inherited  claims  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Wanton  Lyman  to  a  most  res{)ectable  ancestry,  I  will  proceed 
in  a  few  words  to  speak  of  him  as  a  man  of  business,  legislator, 
benefactor  and  son.  He  was  the  last  male  representative  of  his 
name,  and  stood  before  the  world  as  the  single  survivor  bearing 
the  name  of  Lyman,  of  a  once  numerous  and  prominent  family. 
He  came  after  the  death  of  his  parents  into  the  possession  of  a 
handsome  property,  the  income  of  which  by  his  economy  and 
careful  management  he  largely  increased.  He  had  no  adviser 
or  financial  agent  to  assist  him  but  relied  on  his  own  judgment. 
All  this  required  great  industry,  much  system  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  details  of  his  business  affairs.      Quietly,  unos- 
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tentatiously  and  cautiously  lie  gathered  up  his  income,  laid  out 
his  plans,  and  made  his  permanent  investments. 

Mr.  Lyman's  legal  residence  being  in  North  Providence,  he 
was  repeatedly  chosen  to  represent  that  Town  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate. I  feel  authorized  to  say  that  as  Senator  he  de[)orted  himself 
with  dignity  and  ability.  He  was  assiduous  in  the  performance 
of  his  official  duties  ;  studied  carefully  the  forms  of  legislative 
proceedings  and  the  bearings  of  the  many  ([uestions  which  came 
up  for  consideration.  He  was  conservative  in  his  opinions  and 
strictly  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  He  was  an  easy 
and  fluent  debater,  and  while  he  seldom  if  e\er  made  elaborate 
speeches,  frequently  took  part  in  matters  under  discussion  and 
expressed  his  views  in  forcible  language  and  with  a  graceful  de- 
livery. His  intercourse  with  the  members  was  candid  and  gen- 
tlemanly, and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  he  was  a  general 
favorite  and  much  respected.  As  a  benefactor  he  was  an  en- 
igma, little  known  or  understood.  Many  thought  him  intent 
only  on  accumulation,  and  like  the  rich  man  des(!ribed  in  the 
Bible,  desirous  to  heap  up  riciies  not  knowing  who  should  gather 
them.  His  last  will  and  testament  tells  a  different  story  and 
shows  that  he  w^as  a  large-hearted  and  generous  friend  and  a  liberal 
benefactor  of  many  of  the  important  cliarities  and  institutions  of 
the  city  of  his  birth.  Seldom  does  it  happen  that  a  person  so 
young  and  rich  dies  leaving  so  pure  and  exemplary  a  record  as 
that  of  Mr.  Lyman.  The  crowning  glory  of  his  life,  after  all, 
was  his  tender  and  devoted  affection  for  his  mother.  Nothina' 
that  he  could  do  to  promote  her  comfort  and  happiness  was  ne- 
glected. Neither  the  claims  of  business  nor  the  attractions  of 
society  kept  him  from  his  M'atchful  care  of  his  mother.  To  be 
with  her  and  to  minister  to  her  every  want  and  help  her  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  age  and  sickness  was  the  absorbing  desire  of  his 
heart,  and  it  forms  a  beautiful  trait  in  his  character. 

Mr.  Lyman  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Providence,  arid  in  1860  entered  Brown  University  as  a  special 
student  and  there  pursued  studies  for  nearly  three  years.     After 
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leaving  College  he  was  soon  coniniissioncd  as  Captain  in  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Militia,  and  served  as  Adjutant 
of  the  Regiment  and  afterwards,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  on  the 
Staff  of  the  ^Major-Cieneral  of  the  State  Militia.  In  May,  1869, 
he  was  appointed,  witli  tiie  rank  of  Colonel,  on  the  Staff  of  Gov- 
ernor Padelford,  and  lield  the  position  until  May,  1873. 

He  was  also  by  hereditary  descent  a  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  on  the  revival  of  the  So- 
ciety in  this  State,  he  took  the  place  of  his  grandfather.  Judge 
Daniel  Lyman,  who  was  President  from  1818  to  his  death  in 
1830. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety in  1873.  and  in  his  will  made  a  conditional  provision  for 
its  benefit. 


Edward  Carrington  Mauran  was  born  in  Providence, 
]\Iarch  27th,  1820,  and  died  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  June  5th, 
1886.  He  possesed  the  manly  traits  of  a  family  that  came  from 
Villafranca,  near  Nice,  Italy,*  and  settled  in  this  State  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century. 

The  brothers,  Suchet,  Dr.  Joseph,  Carlos  and  Joshua  w^ere 
accounted,  in  their  time,  among  the  most  enterprising  and  useful 
citizens  of  Providence,  where  they  all  lived. 

They  were  excellent  types  of  what  American  citizens  should 
be, —  diligent  in  business,  faithful  to  their  obligations,  and  meet- 
ing the  responsibilities  of  life  with  energy.  Captain  Xat. 
Mauran,  a  whole-souled,  brave  and  generous  man,  took  a 
conspicuous  part  in  suppressing  the  Dorr  Rebellion. 

Edward  C.  Mauran,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  son  oi' 
Captain  Joshua.  He  inherited  the  characteristics  of  his  father, 
softened  and  modified  by  the  aesthetic  culture  and  fashions  of  his 
time.   He  was  educated  in  the  best  schools,  and  began  life  under 


*Nice  and   Villafranca  are  both  at  present  in   France. 
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the  refining  influences  of  advanced  courses  of  instruction,  sup- 
plemented in  subsequent  years  by  extensive  travel  and  residence 
in  foreign  countries. 

He  was  a  thorougli  and  capable  man  of  business,  and  no 
better  illustration  of  this  statement  can  be  found  than  in  the  ex- 
cellent obituary  of  him  signed  "R.,"  in  the  Providence  Journal 
of  June  10,  1886,  as  follows  : 

"As  Adjutant-General  of  Rhode  Island  for  many  years,  in- 
cluding the  period  of  the  civil  war,  when  he  received  the  high  ap- 
probation of  the  Department  of  War  for  his  administration  of 
affairs,  to  the  time  of  his  voluntary  retirement,  when  the  General 
Assembly  tendered  him  their  thanks  for  his  efficient  services, 
his  record  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  his  native  State." 

General  Mauran,  was,  it  must  be  inferred,  an  admirer  of  art, 
and  greatly  enjoyed  the  Art  Galleries  of  Europe,  in  which 
doubtless  he  spent  much  time  in  his  later  years.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  listen  to  his  descriptions  and  criticisms  of  various 
masterpieces  of  art  found  in  different  quarters  of  tlie  globe. 

He  was  also  a  close;  observer  of  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  forms  of  government  under  which  they 
lived.  His  mind  was  stored  with  varied  information  which  he 
cheerfully  imparted  to  those  of  similar  tastes  with  himself. 

General  Mauran's  conversational  powers  were  remarkable,  and 
with  his  ample  fund  of  curious  and  no^  el  knowledge  he  could 
hardly  fail  to  make  his  society  interesting  and  agreeable.  He 
had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  alwavs  darinj;  to  do  what 
he  thouo;ht  right  without  fear  or  favor. 

The  crowning  act  of  his  life  was  when  in  an  iiumble,  peni- 
tent and  obedient  spirit  he  united  with  the  church  of  Christ  and 
found  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give  nor  take  away. 

General   Mauran    became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1878. 

William  Jones  Miller,  died  at  Bristol,  R.  1.,  January 
29th,  1886,  aged  68  years  and  ten  days.  He  was  the  son  of 
James,  and  Rebecca,  (Smith,    Monro,)    ^lillei-,  and   was  born 
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in  Bristol,  1818,  January  19th.  His  ancestors  for  many  years 
previously,  in  both  the  j)aternul  and  the  maternal  line,  lived  and 
died  in  Bristol  County.  Among  them  was  Richard  Smith,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  and  its  first  town  Clerk  (1G84). 
His  grandfather,  Nelson  ]\Iiller,  enlisted  early  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  served  continuously  until  the  capture  of  Corn- 
wallis  at  Yorktown. 

Mr.  Miller  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bristol,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  entered  the  office  of  the 
Bristol  Gazette,  afterwards  the  Phenix,  then  published  by  the 
late  Wm.  H.  S.  Bayley,  as  an  apprentice  at  the  printing  busi- 
ness. As  a  boy  he  had  been  noted  for  his  quiet  habits  and 
love  of  reading.  This  probably  led  him  to  the  printing-office. 
At  the  close  of  his  apprenticeship  in  1836  he  went  to  Providence 
and  was  employed  as  a  compositor  in  tlie  office  of  the  Journal, 
and  soon  became  foreman  of  the  printing  department.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1842,  when  he  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Free  Suffrage  party  under  the  leadership  of  Thomas  W. 
Dorr,  and  with  others  established  a  paper  called  the  Express  and 
New  Age,  the  exponent  of  that  party.  In  1843  he  began  the 
publication  of  the  Providence  Gazette  and  Chronicle,  edited  by 
the  late  Joseph  M.  Church,  and  continued  in  this  work  until 
1845,  when  he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk,  Collector  of  the 
Customs  for  the  District  of  Bristol  and  Warren.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office,  in  company  with  the  late  Col.  Welcome 
B.  Sayles,  he  established  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Post,  and  sul)- 
sequently  in  connexion  with  Mr.  William  Simons  they  purchased 
the  Republican  Herald.  With  this  paper  Mr.  Miller  was  ac- 
tively connected  until  the  breaking'  out  t)f  the  civil  war  in  ISdl. 
and  a  frequent  contributor  to  its  colunms  afterwards.  In  18.33 
and  1863  he  was  chosen  first  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. In  1856,  1864,  and  1872  he  was  one  of  the  delegates 
from  this  State  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  for  the 
nomination  of  a  candidate  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States, 
and    for  a  numberof  vears  was  the  Democratic  iioininee  for  the 
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office  of  Secretary  of  State  of  Rliode  Island.  In  1859,  1870  and 
1871,  lie  was  clioseu  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol, 
and  (luring-  tlic  two  latter  yeai's  served  as  president  of  that  body- 
In  1873  and  1874,  he  was  elected  by  a  constituency  largely  Re- 
publican, a  member  of  the  General  Assembly.  Between  186G 
and  1884,  he  ser\ed  seventeen  years  actively  and  efficiently  upon 
the  School  Committee  of  Bristol.  He  was  Superintendent  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Gas  Light  Co.,  and  of  the  Willimantic 
Gas  Light  Co.,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Bristol  and  Warren 
AVater  Co.,  from  the  first  organization  of  each  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  ;  his  service  in  the  first-named  Com])any  covering  a  pe- 
riod of  twenty-eight  years.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Bristol,  during  seven 
of  which  he  was  President  of  the  Society.  For  the  last  twelve 
years  of  his  life  (from  1873)  he  was  a  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  in  whose  progress  and  success  he  felt  a 
deep  intei-est ;  and  it  was  mainly  through  his  active  exertions, 
that  in  August,  1875,  the  Society  celebrated  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  King  Philip  by  appropriate  commem- 
orative exercises,  and  by  placing  a  massive  boulder,  suitably 
inscribed,  near  the  spot  upon  Mount  Hope,  where  Philip  fell. 

From  his  boyhood  Mr.  Miller  was  very  fond  of  history  and 
biography,  especially  of  all  that  related  to  the  first  settlement 
and  the  first  settlers  of  his  native  town,  and  of  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, and  of  the  aboriginal  tribes  that  dwelt  in  that  Colony,  and 
in  Rhode  Island,  before  and  at  the  coming  of  the  Pilgrims.  He 
even  extended  his  inquiries  to  the  traditional  voyages  of  the 
j^ortlimen  to  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay.  For  many  years, 
every  hour  that  could  be  spared  from  j)rivate  business  or  public 
duties,  he  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  these  subjects.  This 
study  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  chief  pleasures  of  his  maturer  life. 
Some  of  the  results  he  has  given  to  the  public  in  three  papers 
read  before  this  Society  in  1874,  1875  and  187G,  and  afterwards 
in  1880,  publislied  in  b(.)ok  form,  under  the  title  [2d  ed.,  1885] 
''■Kiiiy  PJiilip  (Hid  the  WdmpaiKxujn  of  Rhode  Tslcoid^""  etc. 


\[:ri:<)L()(iv.  7J) 

Necessarily  in  the  main,  a  compilation  of  early  records  and  of 
earlier  traditions,  this  work  still  exhibits  groat  industry  and  ex- 
haustiveness  of  research  in  a  scholarly  style,  and  hy  bringing 
together  in  a  compact  form  and  in  a  chronological  order  these 
scattered  records  and  traditions,  serves  a  most  valuable  purpose 
in  presenting  all  that  is  known  of  a  tribe  said  at  one  time  to 
number  three  thousand  warriors,  and  whose  domain  extended 
from  the  Narragansett  on  the  west  to  the  sea  u])on  the  south  and 
east,  embracing  all  of  the  territory,  including  the  great  islands 
"Nantuckett,  and  Nope,"  now  Martha's  Vineyard,  covered  by 
the  New  Plymouth  Patent. 

This  sinijjle  record  of  Mr.  Miller's  life  is  his  best  encomium. 

It  is  believed  that  every  trust,  whether  private  or  public, 
committed  to  him,  was  executed  with  entire  fidelity,  so  as  to 
command  the  confidence  of  those  who  employed  him  and  win 
the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Miller  was  an  affectionate  husband,  an  indulgent  father, 
a  good  citizen  ;  frank  but  always  courteous  :  of  marked  hospi- 
tality, and  a  consistent  Christian. 

He  was  twice  married  :  first,  to  Lydia  Mason,  daughter  of 
Luther  Bushee  of  Providence;  the  second  time  to  Abby  F., 
daughter  of  Hiram  Luther  of  Bristol,  who  with  two  sons  sur- 
vives him. 

Samuel  Hazard  Wales,  son  of  Atherton  and  Elizabeth 
(Hazard)  AA^'ales,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  INIarch  IDth, 
1810.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Wales,  ship- 
wright, who  Came  to  this  country  from  Dorchester,  England,  in 
the  same  ship  with  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather  in  in.'^o,  and  in 
1654  settled  in  Boston. 

As  a  boy  he  worked  on  his  brother's  farm,  and  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  was  apprenticed  to  George  8.  Tonipkins  to  learn  the 
clock  and  watch  making  business,  which  he  follo\\  cd  the  hirgcr 
part  of  his  life, —  for  along  time  having  a  shop  in  the  old 
"Coffee  House,"  on   Market  Square   and  afterwards  on   West- 
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minster  Street.  In  1875  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  License  Commissioners  and  held  tliat  office  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life. 

Mr.  Wales  was  a  mcml)er  of  the  Indej)end(!nt  Company  of 
Volunteers  which  (juelled  the  Olney  Street  I'iot  in  18H1,  and  was 
elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  that  Company  in  18;5o.  In  Janu- 
ary, 18()(S,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Fraidvlin  Lyceum, 
and  in  1881  President  of  the  Horticultural  Society.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizens'  Association. 

As  a  staunch  Democrat  Mr.  Wales  was  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  especially  in  connection  with  the  stirring  times  of  1841 
and  1842,  when  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Thomas  W. 
Dorr  for  (Tovernor,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  'People's 
Constitution'  as  brought  forward  by  the  Free  Suffrage  Party, 
though  he  could  not  a])prove  of  the  resort  to  violent  measures. 

Mr.  Wales  died  suddenly  in  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.,  June  23,  1886. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1831,  he  married  Esther  H.  Hatha- 
way, of  Freetown,  ]\Iass.,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children — two 
sons  and  six  daughters. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Societv  in  1874. 
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American  Antiquarian  Society, Worcester, Mass. 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston, 
Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel'a,  Pa. 

Bartholdi  Static,  Committee  of.  New  York 
City. 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  City  Messenger,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bostonian  .Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brooklyn  New  England  Society,  pjrooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  111. 

Chief  of  Engineers,  Washuigton. 

Chief  Signal  Office,  Washington. 

Cleveland  Journal  of  Science  and  Art,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quities, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Dav- 
enport, la. 

Delaware  Historical  Society,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington. 

Department  of  War,  Washington. 

Es3e.\  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Huguenot  Society  of  America,  New  York  City. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Iowa  City,  la. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society,  Dcs  Moines,  la. 

Irish  Benevolent  Society  Catholic  Union,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society ,Topeka,  Ks. 

London  Royal  Historical  Society,  London, Eng. 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Association, 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Railroad  Commissin'rs. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston, Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Manufacturers  of  Jewelry,  Providence. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 


New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  York  Central  Park  Meteorological  Obser- 
vatory, New  York  City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York  City. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, New 
York  City. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Newport  Historical  Society,  Newport. 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Providence  Art  Club,  Providence. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence. 

Providence,  City  of 

Providence  Mechanics  Association,  Providence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Providence  &  Worcester  Railroad,  Providence. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Phila'ia,  Pa. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities,  Provi- 
dence. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island,  State  of. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Science,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical  Society,  Provi- 
dence. 

St.  John's  Lodge  of  F.  &  A.  Masons,  Provi- 
dence. 

Swedish  Society  of  Antiquities,  Kristiania, 
Sweden. 

Tennessee  Historical  Society,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Travellers'  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Union  for  Christian  Work,  Providence. 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission, 
Washington. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 

United  States  Department  of  War. 

United  States  Geological  Survey. 

United  States  Treasury  Department. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

Washington  .Anthropological  Society,  Wash- 
ington. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  M.idison, 
Wi^. 

Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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Aborn,  Charles  B.,  New  York. 

Addeman,  Joshua  M.,  Providence. 
>Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 

Allen,  S.  H.,  Wakefield. 

Amory,  Thomas  C,  Boston,  Mass. 

Andrews,  Byron,  Providence. 
.Andrews,  Rev.  I.  W.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton. 

Bagnall,  R.  W.,  Providence. 

Ballou,  Mrs.  Sullivan. 

Bartlett,  John  R.,    Providence. 

Bassett,  William,  Berlin,  Mass. 

Beckwith,  Henry  T.,  Providence. 

Blanding,  William  B.,  Providence. 

Blake,  Francis  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bliss,  George  N.,  East  Providence. 

Bodge,  Rev.  George  M.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brewer,  Thomas,  London,  Eng. 

Brewster,  Mrs.  M.  M.,  Providence. 

Brinton,  Dr.  Daniel  G.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Brown,  John  Nicholas,  Providence. 

Brown,  Maria  A.,  Providence. 

Brown,  Pardon  F  ,  Manton. 

Burdick,  James,  Providence. 

Bull,  Henry,  Newport. 

Burnham,  George  H.,  Providence. 

Capen,  Rev.  E.  H.,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

Carlton,  N.  Aborn,  Plainfield,  N.  J. 

Carpenter,  George  M,,  Providence. 

Chalmers,  Patrick  M.,  London,  Eng. 

Chace,  George  W.,  Washington. 

Chacc,  Jonathan,  Valley  Vails. 

Chace,  I^ewis  J.,  Providence. 

Chace,  Arnold  B.,  Valley  Falls. 

Chapin,  Dr.  C  V.,  Providence.. 

Clark,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Providence. 

Clarke,  John  G.,  West  Kingston. 

Clarke,  Robert,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Collins,  Dr.  George  L.,  Providence. 

Coombs,  H.  M.  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Westerly. 

Darling,  Charles  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

De  Peyster,  J.  Watts,  Tivoli,  N.  Y. 


Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 

Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Doyle,  Thomas  A.,  Providence. 

Draper,  Daniel,  New  York. 

Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York. 

Drowne,  Rev.  T.  StaflTord,  Flatbush,  NewYork. 

Dunster,  Samuel,  Attleborough,  Mass. 

Dyer,  Elisha,  Providence. 

Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,  Providence. 

Eaton,  Amasa  M.,  Providence. 

Eddy,  Rev.  Richard,  Melrose,  Mass. 

Ely,  William,  Providence. 

Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 

Farnsworth,  Claudius  B.,  Pawtucket. 

Fisher,  Dr.  C.  H.,  Scituate. 

Flick,  I^awrence  Francis,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Fitch,  E.  Henry,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

French,  A.  D.  Waldo,  Boston,  Mass. 

Freeman,  Edward  L.,  Central  Falls. 

Frieze,  Henry  Simmons,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Frost,  Walter  B.,  Providence. 

Gammell,  Asa  M,,  Providence. 

Gammell,  William,  Providence. 

Gates,  Charles  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Goodell,  Rev.  Charles  L.,  Providence. 

Goodwin,  Daniel,  Jr.,  Chicago,  III. 

Green,  Arnold,  Providence. 

Greene,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gregory,  Harry,  Providence. 

Griffin,  M.  J.  J.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 

Hackett,  Frank  W.,  Washington. 

Hale,  Rev.  Edward  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hale,  Horatio,  Clinton,  Canada. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  J.,  Providence. 

Harris,  Mrs.  Avis  L.,  Providence. 

Hassam,  John  T.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Haynes,  Lyman,  New  York  City. 

Haynes,  M.  .A.,  Philadelpha,  Pa. 

Holmes,  Nathaniel,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Hopkins,  Charles  Wyman,  Providence. 

Horton,  Victor  F.,  Johnston. 

Howard,  Rev.  Rowland,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Hubbard,  Alpheus  S.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Hubbard,  Luther  P.,  New  York. 

Jones,  Augustine,  Providence. 

J.ames,  Charles  C,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Joslin,  L.  K.,  Providence. 

Kellogg,  John  S.,  Providence. 

Lamed,  Walter  C,  Chicago,  HI. 

Leete,  William  A.,  Providence. 

Liscomb,  William  S.,  Providence. 

Littlefield,  Alfred  H.,  Central  Falls. 

Lorillard,  Pierre,  New  York. 

Love,  William  DeLoss,  Jr.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Low,  Lyman,  New  York  City. 

Lyon,  Merrick,  Providence. 

Mann,  Henry,  Providence. 

Marvin,  Rev.  Abijah,  Lancaster,  Mass. 

Mason,  George  C,  Newport. 

Meader,  Lewis  H.,  Providence. 

Miles,  Rev.  Henry  A.,  Hingham,  Mass. 

Morton,  Marcus  W.,  Providence. 

Nichols,  Mrs.  M.  P.,  South  Natick,  Mass. 

Nickerson,  Ansel  D.,  Pawtucket. 

Northend,  William  D.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington. 

Pabodie,  B.  Frank,  Providence. 

Paine,  Temple,  Huntington,  Suffolk  Co.,  N.Y. 

Parsons,  Charles  W.,  M.  D.,  Providence. 

Patterson,  Rev.  G.  H.,  Providence. 

Paul,  David  E.,  Johnston. 

Perry,  Aaron  F.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 

Perry,  John-  G.,  South  Kingstown. 

Perry,  Rt.  Rev.  W.  S.,  Davenport,  la. 

Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 
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President. 
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Vice-Presidenls. 
Charles  W.  Parsons.  Elisha  B.  Andrews. 

Secretari/. 
Amos  Perry. 
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Richmond  P.  Everett. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

On  Nominations. 

Albert  Y.  Jencks,  William  Staples, 

W.  Maxwell  Greene. 

On  Lectures. 

Amos  Perry,  William  Gammell, 

Reuben  A.  Guild. 


6  UIIOKK    ISLAND    IIISTOUICAI,    SOi  IKTV. 

made  ill  1642.  Messrs.  William  D.  Ely,  John  A.  Howland, 
and  James  P.  Hoot  were  apj)ointed  a  committee  to  report  on 
the  question  raised  by  General  Greene.*  Mr.  Richard  J.  Ar- 
nold, of  Providence,  was  elected  a  resident  member.  The 
chairman  announced  the  death  during  the  last  quarter  of 
Messrs.  John  Pitman  Walker,  Barnabas  Benton  Hammond, 
Estus  Lamb,  and  Arthur  Amory  Gammell.  A  paper  prepared 
by  ex-Governor  Dyer  was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  Fi'cderic 
Denison,  entitled  "  Elijah  Ormsbce's  First  Steamboat,  and  Da- 
vid Grieve's  First  Screw  Propeller  Boat."  A  communication 
relative  to  a  "  half-interest  in  a  bond  for  a  deed  of  certain 
mining  and  mineral  rights,"  etc.,  addressed  to  the  Society 
by  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late 
Daniel  Wanton  Lyman,  was  read,  and  it  was  voted  that  the 
said  executors  be  authorized  to  take  such  action  as  should 
seem  best,  with  the  understanding  that  the  Society  is  not 
thereby  i-endered  liable  to  any  expense.  The  chairman  laid 
before  the  Society  an  essay  written  by  Marie  A.  Brown,  and 
printed  in  the  October  number  of  a  London  monthly  maga- 
zine called  Time.  The  essay  was  entitled  "  The  Plain  Facts 
about  Christopher  Columbus  and  the  Discovery  of  America," 
the  writer  aiming  to  show  that  this  honor  belonged  to  the 
Northmen  ratlier  tlian  to  Columbus.  The  chairman  also  read 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  late  John  R.  Bartlett,  by  Marie  A. 
Brown,  in  which  the  aid  of  this  Society  was  sought  to  pro- 
mote the  object  set  forth  in  her  essay.  Extracts  from  Hig- 
ginson's  lai'ger  History  of  the  United  States  were  read  to  show 
the  comparative  claims  of  Columbus  and  the  Northmen  in 
regard  to  the  discovery  of  America. 

At  a  meeting  lield  April  19,  1887,  the  Rev.  Thomas  R. 
Slicer  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Emperor  Julian  and  the 
Pagan  Afterglow." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  5,  1887,  the  Liln-arian 
reported  that  eighty-eight  volumes,  348  pamphlets,  and  ten 
miscellaneous  articles  had  l)een  received.  A  communication 
was  received  from  Chief  Justice  Durfee  requesting  that  the 

*  See  page  S. 
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Society  take  inoasuros,  on  tlic  recoinniendation  of  an  ajjpro- 
priate  cominittoc,  for  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  method  of 
spelling  Rhode  Island  Indian  names.  The  request  was  referred 
to  tlie  special  committee  on  Indian  localities.  Messrs.  Thomas 
C.  Greene,  Arthur  Rogers,  and  Arthur  W.  Clafiin,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  Richard  Ward  Greene  Welling,  of  Pojac,  North 
Kingstown,  were  elected  resident  members.  Mr.  William  B. 
Weeden  gave  an  account  of  the  recent  meetings  of  the  Amer- 
ican Historical  Association  held  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  and 
Plymouth.  The  report  of  an  organized  movement  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  preservation  and  utilization  of  historical 
documents,  and  the  recommendation  of  a  similar  combined 
movement  in  this  country  received  special  attention.  The 
President  read  extracts  from  a  paper  prei)ared  by  ex-Governor 
Dyer,  entitled  "  A  History  of  the  Application  of  Steam  Power 
from  1663  to  1781."  The  President  called  attention  to  the 
I'emains  of  a  musket,  found  at  Gaspee  Point,  and  presented 
to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Francis  W.  Miner.  The  musket  is  sup- 
l)Osed  to  have  belonged  to  a  member  of  the  party  that  destroyed 
the  British  schooner  Gaspee  near  that  place,  Jinie  10,  1772. 
Among  the  gifts  received  by  the  Society  is  a  (piarto  volume, 
containing  a  commentary  on  the  l)Ook  of  Genesis,  by  Andrew 
Willett,  believed  to  have  been  the  father  of  Thomas  Willett,  the 
first  mayor  of  New  Yoi'k.  The  book  once  belonged  to  Ciiarles  1., 
and  has  his  coat  of  arms  upon  its  cover.  Mr,  Richmond  P. 
Everett  made  a  report  of  a  visit  to  Manton's  Neck,  where 
Roger  Williams  I'csided  before  crossing  the  Seckonk  and  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  on  the  banks  of  the  Moshassuck.  Mr. 
Everett  was  requested  to  present  this  report  in  writing. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  Oct.  4,  1887,  the  Secretary 
presented  a  letter  from  Joseph  Peace  Hazard,  of  Wakefield, 
giving  a  copy  of  certain  tombstone  inscriptions  found  in  the 
Friends'  burial-ground,  at  Tower  Hill,  South  Kingstown ;  also  a 
letter  of  ex-Governor  Dyer,  announcing  the  gift  from  Mrs. 
Phili])  W.  Martin,  of  the  original  proclamation  of  Gov.  Ste- 
phen Hopkins,  dated  Dec.  29,  1758,  authorizing  the  subjects 
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of  Great  Britain  to  kill  and  destroy  the  subjects  of  the  king  of 
France,  in  consequence  of  a  declaration  of  war  issued  by  the 
former  country  against  the  latter;  also  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
])r.  I.  W.  Andrews,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  celebrate 
the  centennial  of  the  settlement  at  Marietta,  0.,  next  April. 
iVfr.  Henry  T.  Drowne  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  represent 
the  Society  on  th.at  occasion.  The  Librarian  reported  that 
there  had  been  received  forty-si.K  volumes.  338  pam])hlets,  and 
seven  miscellaneous  articles.  Messrs,  iJenjamin  VV.  Smith, 
Samuel  Lunt  Caldwell,  Eli  Whitney  Blake,  and  All)ert  C.  Day 
wci'e  elected  resident  members;  James  Phinney  Baxter,  of 
Portland,  Me.,  was  elected  corresponding  member.  .Dr.  C.  W. 
Parsons  reported  that  the  Library  Committee  had  expended  the 
sum  of  $28.97  in  excess  of  its  appropriation,  and  the  action 
of  the  committee  was  approved.  Mr.  William  D.  Ely,  chair- 
man of  a  committee  appointed  at  the  April  quarterly  meeting 
to  report  in  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  seal  of  the  Society, 
submitted  a  carefully  prepared  paper,  showing  conclusively 
that  the  seal  strictly  accords  witli  the  facts  of  history.  A 
copy  of  this  pajjer  was  requested  for  publication  iu  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society.* 

At  a  meeting  held  November  1,  1887,  Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews 
read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  15,1887,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor, 
the  Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  read  a  paper  entitled  "The 
Diplomatic  Wiles  and  Blunders  Connected  with  the  Northeast 
Boundary  Controversy,"  illustrated  by  an  outline  map. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  29,  1887,  Mr.  William  B. 
Weeden  read  a  paper  entitled"  The  Early  African  Slave  Trade 
in  New  England." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  13, 1887,  Afr.  Howard  W.  Pres- 
ton read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Features  of  the  French  and 
the  English  Charters  of  the  Seventeenth  Century." 

At  a  meering  held  December  27,  1887,  Mr.  William  A. 
Mowry  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Franklin's  Diplomacy  and  its 

*  Printed  in  this  volume.    For  the  occasion  of  the  paper,  see  ante,  page  5. 
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Results,  as  Illustrated  by  tlic  Acquisition  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory." 

The  sixty-sixth  annual  meeting  was  held  January  10,  1888, 
the  President,  Prof.  William  Gammell,  in  the  chair. 

Two  communications  were  received  from  the  New  London 
County  Historical  Society,  relative  to  a  monument  to  be  erected 
on  Pequot  Hill,  Groton,  Conn.,  in  honor  of  Maj.  John  ^lason, 
who  led  the  colonists  and  the  fi-icndly  Indians  in  the  victory 
gained  over  the  Pequots  in  1637.  The  Society  was  invited  to 
insert  in  the  pedestal  of  the  monument  a  representation  of 
Roger  Williams  dissuading  the  Narragansetts  from  joining  the 
Pequots.  Messrs.  William  D.  Ely,  E.  B.  Andrews,  and  James 
Burdick  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  such  action  in  the 
matter  as  they  deemed  fitting.  Messrs.  Samuel  T.  Douglas, 
Samuel  Foster,  Alpheus  S.  Packard,  and  Arnold  B.  Ciiace 
were  elected  resident  membei's;  and  James  Tillinghast,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  William  F.  Poole,  of  Chicago,  111.,  were 
elected  corresponding  members. 

Reports  were  presented  by  the  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  the  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications,  and  Mr.  Porter  of  the  Procurators. 

The  President  pi'csented  his  annual  address  briefly  noting  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year,  and  announc- 
ing the  death  of  nine  resident  members  and  two  corresponding 
members. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on 
each  resident  member  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized to  i)rint  five  hundred  copies  of  the  i)roceedings,  to  include 
the  address  of  the  President,  the  annual  reports,  and  any  other 
papers  the  committee  shall  select,  provided  the  whole  expense 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
Their  names  are  printed  on   pages  3  and  4  of  this  volume. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society: 

We  meet  this  evening  in  our  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Meeting, 
and  it  is  proper  that  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  brief  review 
of  our  progress  and  work  during  tlie  year  wliich  now  closes. 
Though  it  has  been  marked  by  no  important  change  in  our 
condition,  it  has  still  been  a  year  of  gratifying  prosperity  in 
the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  We  have  received  from 
our  members  and  friends  a  large  variety  of  volumes,  pamphlets, 
historical  papers  of  various  descriptions,  and  other  articles  of 
public  interest,  which  are  entitled  to  a  place  in  our  collection. 
A  list  of  these  will  be  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library.  The  whole  number  of  articles  of 
every  kind  which  have  been  thus  received  is  1,730,  of  which 
316  are  bound  volumes,  1,318  are  pamphlets,  and  96  are 
classed  as  miscellaneous.  The  Society  makes  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment of  these  various  gifts,  many  of  them,  perhaps, 
of  little  intrinsic  value,  but  all  possibly  useful  in  illustrating 
the  manners,  characters,  or  events  of  the  time  to  which  they 
relate. 

Among  the  volumes  thus  received  I  may  mention  the  fol- 
lowing, the  greater  number  of  which  relate  to  Rhode  Island: 

1.  The  "  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,"  "  com- 
prising three  generations  of  settlers  who  came  before  1690, 
with  many  families  carried  to  the  fourtii  generation,"  by 
John  Osborne  Austin.  This  work,  by  one  of  our  resident  mem- 
bers, possesses  merits  of  a  high  order,  and  has  been  pronounced 
by  those  who  are  most  competent  to  appreciate  it,  to  be  thor- 
oughly scientific  in  its  method,  and  exceedingly  accurate  in  its 
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laborious  execution.  To  a  large  number  of  families  now 
<l\velling  in  tlie  State,  and  a  nearly  equal  number  settled  in 
other  States,  it  points  out  tlie  line  of  their  descent  from  the 
early  planters  of  Rhode  Island.  Ilis  associates  in  this  Society 
feel  gratified  and  honored  in  the  production  of  a  volume  of 
family  genealogy  in  all  respects  so  creditable. 

2.  "  Portraits  of  the  Presidents-General  of  the  Order  of  the 
Cincinnati,  and  of  early  presidents  of  the  existing  State  soci- 
eties, and  of  several  other  ])rominent  original  members,  and 
a  roll  of  general  officers  and  hereditary  and  honorary  mem- 
bers on  the  27th  of  July,  1887.  Printed  by  the  R.  I.  Soci- 
ety of  the  Cincinnati."  The  portraits  in  this  collection  are 
twenty-five  in  number,  and  all  represent  officers  of  national 
renown.  Tlicy  arc  well  executed  and  form  an  exceedingly 
interesting  volume. 

3.  "  Providence  Illustrated  "  ;  a  collection  of  jjhotographic 
views  of  the  public  buildings  and  of  many  private  residences 
in  Providence.  It  is  a  well-bound  quarto  volume,  which  has 
special  historical  importance,  for  it  will  i)reserve  for  later 
generations  the  form  and  aspect  of  a  large  number  of  the  chief 
edifices  of  the  city,  and  throw  much  light  on  the  tastes  and 
modes  of  life  of  the  time. 

4.  The  "  Providence  Plantations  for  Two  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Years  "  ;  an  historical  review  of  the  foundation,  rise,  and 
progress  of  the  City  of  Providence.  By  Welcome  Arnold 
Greene.  In  addition  to  the  historical  sketch  of  the  origin  and 
early  growth  of  Providence  Plantations,  this  work  abounds 
in  views  of  streets  and  squares,  of  churches,  business  estal)- 
lishments  and  public  buildings,  now  prominent  features  of 
the  city,  which  will  preserve  their  outlines  for  future  times. 
The  compiler  of  this  Avork  is  also  a  resident  member  of  our 
Society. 

o.  "  Life  of  Commodore  Matthew  Calbraith  Perry,"  by  the 
Rev.  William  Elliott  Griffis,  d.  d.  A  portion  of  this  interest- 
ing volume  was  read  by  its  author,  as  one  of  the  papers  in  our 
winter  course  in  1884. 
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6.  "  Educatioiuil  Mosaics,"  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Morgan,  Principal 
of  tlie  State  Normal  School. 

7.  "  Christmas  in  Narragansett,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward 
Everett  Hale. 

8.  "Colonial  Days  in  Rhode  Island." 

9.  "  A  Commentary  on  Genesis,"  by  Andrew  Willett  (be- 
lieved to  be  the  father  of  Thomas  Willett).  London  :  1632, 
folio,  pp.  727.  Once  the  property  of  King  Charles  I., and  hav- 
ing the  royal  arms  on  its  covers.  Presented  by  Dr.  C.  W. 
Parsons. 

10.  "  A  Record  of  the  Commemoration  of  the  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  Harvard 
College."  A  volume  to  be  clierished  in  every  library  of 
American  History  in  which  it  may  find  a  place. 

11.  "  History  of  North  Brookfield,  Mass.,"  1647-1887,  from 
the  committee  of  the  town.  This  is  a  very  carefully  pi-epared 
volume  and  sets  forth  the  history  of  an  interesting  rural  town 
from  its  founding,  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago,  to  the 
present  time.  In  addition  to  the  historical  narrative  it  also 
contains  a  full  genealogical  register,  prepared  by  a  skillful 
hand,  of  the  families  forming  its  early  population. 

12.  "  Diary  of  Thomas  Robbins,  D.  D.,"  1796-1854.  A 
large  octavo  volume,  containing  memoranda  of  interesting- 
events  and  characters  during  the  lifetime  of  the  writer. 

13.  "  Memorial  History  of  Hartford  County,  Conn.,"  1633- 
1884,  edited  by  J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  a  volume  the  import- 
ance of  which  needs  no  other  guarantee  than  the  name  of  its 
distinguished  and  venerable  editor. 

To  these  may  be  added  "  Recollections  of  a  Sailor  on  a 
Cruise  on  board  the  U.  S.  Gunboat  Louisiana,"  the  "  Life  of 
Colonel  Slocnm  of  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment,"  and 
"South  County  Neighbors,"  by  Esther  Bernon  Carpenter, all  of 
which  relate  to  Rhode  Island  scenes,  characters  and  events. 

I  also  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  "  State  Census  of 
Rhode  Island,"  a  volume  of  more  than  six  hundred  and  fifty 
octavo  pages,  prepared  by   ]\Ir.  Perry,  the    Secretary  of  this 
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Society.  I  have  had  opportunities  to  know  how  assiduous  is 
tlie  laboi"  which  has  been  bestowed  on  this  important  work, 
that  its  plans  are  very  coni[)rehensive  and  its  nictliods  such 
as  liave  l>ocn  most  approved  in  the  census  offices  of  other 
States.  It  is  designed  to  present  tl\e  |)hysical  outlines  of 
Rhod(!  Island  and  of  each  of  its  several  towns,  the  number, 
varieties  and  condition  of  their  respective  populations,  to- 
gether with  their  leading  occupations  and  pursuits.  It  also 
embraces  statistics  of  education,  of  industry  and  of  every 
leadiiig  interest  of  the  State,  which  are  highly  suggestive  of 
the  resources  which  it  possesses  and  the  modes  in  which  they 
may  be  developed. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  the  books,  pamphlets  and  arti- 
cles of  every  kind  which  have  been  accumulating  in  our  Cab- 
inet building  almost  from  the  formation  of  the  Society,  has 
made  very  good  pi-ogress  during  the  year.  A  very  consider- 
able })ortion  of  the  volumes  in  the  collection  have  been  both 
catalogued  and  shelf-listed,  so  that  they  may  be  readily  found 
when  called  for  to  be  used.  The  same  is  true  of  a  part  of  the 
pamphlets.  The  number  of  bound  volumes  which  have  been 
tlius  prepared  for  consultation  and  use,  is  nearly  seven  thou- 
.sand,  and  the  number  of  unbound  pamphlets  is  upwards  of 
twelve  thousand  ;  and  a  nearly  equal  number  of  each  remains  to 
be  thus  taken  in  hand.  Meanwhile  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  has  been  arrested  by  the  want  of  space  in  the  Cabinet 
for  the  placing  of  shelves.  As  we  are  all  well  aware,  our  Cab- 
inet is  no  longer  adequate  to  our  necessities.  At  least  one- 
third  of  the  historical  niaterial  which  we  have  collected,  still 
remains  in  a  condition  in  which  it  can  scarcely  be  used,  or 
even  inspected  save  in  tliC  most  cursory  manner.  It  is  doubt- 
less true  that  it  is  secure  from  destruction,  but  this  is  not  the 
whole  purpose  for  which  we  received  it.  Our  building  ought 
immediately  to  be  enlarged.  As  a  Society,  may  I  not  say,  as 
individual  members,  we  are  far  from  fulfilling  the  natural  ex- 
])ectations  of  the  i)ublic  and  especially  of  our  friends  both 
abroad    and  at  home,  who  have  placed  in  our  possession  so 
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many  valuable  materials  for  local  or  for  general  history.  I 
liave  felt  it  to  he  my  duty  to  urge  this  matter  frequently  upon 
your  attention-and  it  is  with  no  ordinary  disappointment  that 
I  have  found  my  urging  to  be  wholly  unavailing.  If  the  plan 
for  enlargement  which  was  adopted  by  the  Society  several 
years  ago  is  ileemed  too  expensive,  let  us  have  one  less  costly 
but  by  all  means  let  us  have  the  enlargement  which  is  so  ol)- 
viously  required  and  which  our  good  name,  as  well  as  our 
necessities,  really  demands. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  well  main- 
tained, and,  I  think,  with  increasing  interest.  The  true  use 
of  these  meetings,  in  addition  to  the  business  that  may  require 
attention,  is  to  furnish  occasions  on  which  the  members  of  the 
Society,  one  and  all,  may  bring  forward  the  results  of  their 
separate  inquiries  as  to  matters  of  local  or  of  general  history. 
Such  results  and  the  conversations  and  discussions  to  which 
they  naturally  give  rise,  form  one  of  the  chief  occu])ations  of 
the  Society  at  these  meetings.  They  greatly  assist  in  correct- 
ing erroneous  or  inade(]uate  judgments  as  to  characters  or 
events,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  to  all  our  memljers  oppor- 
tunities to  bring  forward  the  results  of  their  oumi  investiga- 
tions, and  to  present  questions  in  which  they  have  become 
interested,  and  of  which  they  are  seeking  for  answers.  It 
would  contribute  very  much  to  the  value  and  interest  of  these 
meetings  if  every  one  of  our  members  would  come  to  them 
with  some  i-esult  of  his  own  inquiries  or  studies. 

Our  course  of  historical  papers  read  at,  public  meetings  of 
the  Society  every  two  weeks  during  the  winter  months  has 
been  well  sustained  during  the  yeai'.  Tliey  were  begun  as  a 
permanent  arrangement  in  1874  and  have  been  maintained 
ever  since  with  mai-ked  interest  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
attended  them  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  Society.  They 
begin  in  November  of  every  year  and  terminate  in  April.  Tiie 
following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  and  of  the  authors  of  the 
several  papers  which  have  been  read  at  these  meetings  and 
also  at  the  quarterly  meetings  during  the  year  now  closing : 
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1.  January  25,  1887.  "  Progress  of  Sanitary  Science  in 
Rhode  Island,"  by  Franklin  C.  Clark,  m.  d. 

2.  February  8.  "  Modern  Historians,"  by  tlic  Rev.  Samuel 
L.  Caldwell,  d.  d. 

3.  February  22.  -'Roger  Williams,  IJis  Parentage,  Birtb, 
and  Education  in  tlie  Light  of  Recent  Investigations,"  by 
Mr.  Reuben  A.  Guild. 

4.  March  8.  "  Samuel  Hubbard  of  Newport,  IGIO— 1689," 
l)y  Mr.  Ray  Greene  II uling. 

5.  March  22.  "Petroleum  in  its  Historical  Relations  to 
Modern  Civilization,"  I)y  Prof.  Stephen  F.  Peckham. 

(3.  April  5.  At  a  quarterly  meeting,  "  Elijah  Ormsbee's 
First  Steamboat  and  David  Grieve's  First  Screw  Propeller," 
by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer. 

7.  April  19.  "  The  Emperor  Julian  and  the  Pagan 
Afterglow,"  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Slicer. 

8.  July  5.  At  a  quartei-ly  meeting,  "  Use  of  Steam 
Power  in  Rhode  Island,  from  1663  to  1781,"  ))y  the  Hon.  Eli- 
sha Dyer. 

9.  October  4.  At  a  quaiterly  meeting,  "The  Date  of 
tlie  settlement  of  Warwick  verified  and  determined,"  by  Mr. 
William  D.  Ely. 

10.  November  1.  "  The  Constitutional  Con\ention  of 
1787,"    by  Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews. 

11.  November  15.  "  Dijjlomatic  Wiles  and  Blunders 
connected  with  the  Northeastern  Boundary  controversy,"  by 
Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

12.  November  29.  "  Eai'ly  African  Slave  Trade  in  New 
England,"  by  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden. 

13.  December  13.  '•  The  French  Colonial  Charters,"  by 
Mr.  Howard  W.  Preston. 

14.  December  27.  "•  Fianklin's  Diplomacy  and  its  Re- 
sults," by  Mr.  William  A.  Mowry. 

Of  the  pa])ei's  thus  enumerated,  all  but  one  were  furnished 
by  resident  members  of  the  Society.  The  admiraliie  paper 
read  by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor, of  Cambridge, on  the  "  Northeast- 
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ern  Boundaiy  Controversy,"  was  a  contribution  from  abroad, 
and  wc  arc  greatly  indebted  to  its  distinguislied  author  for  the 
pleasure  and  instruction  which  it  afforded. 

The  necrology  of  the  year  comprises  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing resident  members  of  the  Society,  among  them  those 
of  some  of  the  most  active  members  on  our  rolls.  They  are 
as  follows:  John  Pitman  Walker,  Estus  Lamb,  Benjamin  Bar- 
nabas Hammond,  Arthur  Ainory  Gammcll,  Edward  Thompson 
Caswell,  Ariel  Ballon,  Thomas  Vernon,  William  Sullivan 
Johnson,  James  Pierce  Root.  A  brief  record  of  the  lives  of 
these,  our  deceased  associates,  will  be  printed  with  the  annual 
proceedings  of  the  Society. 

Of  our  corresponding  members  we  have  to  record  the  death 
of  Benjamin  Perley  Poore  and  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Hague. 
Mr.  Poore  began  life  as  a  printer  and  publisher  of  a  newspa- 
per, an  occupation  which  of  itself  requires  an  a])titude  for 
liistorical  investigation.  He  was  subsequently  attached  to 
foreign  embassies  of  the  government,  and  at  length  made  his 
residence  in  Washington  as  a  clerk  to  committees  of  Congress 
and  a  reporter  for  the  press.  In  these  positions  he  had  long- 
been  an  authority  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  legislative 
liistory  of  the  country.  He  was  the  author  of  several  volumes 
of  biography.  His  most  important  service  to  American  his- 
tory, however,  was  his  laborious  preparation,  through  many 
years,  of  an  index  to  Congi-essional  documents  of  all  descrip- 
tions, from  1774  to  a  recent  date.  It  has  been  said  to  be  the 
most  labor-saving  guide  that  exists  for  the  student  who  ex- 
plores the  history  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hague  was  born  in  1807,  in  Pelham,  N.  Y., 
and  was  educated  at  Hamilton  College,  in  that  state.  In  1837 
he  l)ecame  the  minister  of  tlie  First  Baptist  Church  in  this 
city,  in  which  office  he  continued  till  1840.  While  here  he 
prepared  a  histoi-ical  discourse  on  the  two  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of  the  church  in  1639,  which  was 
published.  He  also  published  several  sermons  and  other 
works,  of  which  the  best  known  are  "  Christianity  and  States- 
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mansliip,"  "  Home  Life,"  and  "Ralph  Waldo  Emerson."  He 
died  on  the  first/day  of  August,  1887,  havinji;  just  read  the 
last  proof-sheets  of  a  volume  of  personal  reminiscences,  which 
has  since  heen  puhlished  with  the  title.  Life  Notes:  or,  Fiflf/ 
Years^  Outlook,  in  which  he  makes  frequent  mention  of  Prov- 
idence antl  Rhode  Island.  A  copy  of  this  volume  has  been 
sent  to  the  library  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  of 
New  York. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  unite  with  other  historical  societies  in  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  relating  to  the  proposal  of  Mr.  B.  P.  Stevens,  of 
London,  to  prepare  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  complete  list  of  all  the  unpublished  papers  and  doc- 
uments pertaining  to  American  history  now  to  be  found  in 
the  public  archives  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Holland  and 
Spain.  The  number  of  Americans  engaged  in  researches  of 
this  kind  is  already  very  large  and  is  constantly  increasing. 
The  ditliculty  attending  such  researchesMs  very  great  even  in 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  for  they  require  not  only  a 
visit  to  Europe,  but.  what  is  sometimes  even  more  formidable, 
the  obtaining  of  access  to  the  libraries  and  record  offices  in 
which  they  are  to  be  carried  on.  The  result  is  that  in  many 
cases  historical  investigations  of  this  character  are  wholly 
abandoned  by  those  who  eagerly  desire  to  pursue  them.  The 
memorial  to  which  I  have  referred  was  presented  to  the  late 
Congress  at  its  session  last  winter,  and  in' both  houses  it  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  Library  Committee.  This  committee, 
after  full  consideration,  made  a  report  to  l)oth  houses  of  Con- 
gress in  favor  of  the  i)etition,  and  accompanied  it  with  a  joint 
resolution  appropriating  $100,000  as  a  compensation  for  the 
Avork  to  be  done.  So  crowded,  however,  was  the  docket  of 
business  in  both  houses  that  the  resolution  was  not  reached 
in  either,  and  it  will  have  to  be  presented  again.  Since  the 
dissolution  of  the  late  Congress,  however,  it  has  been  pro- 
posed that,  instead  of  a  simple  list  or  index  of  titles,  copies 
be  made  of  all  manuscripts  of  the  class  referred  to,  wherever 
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they  may  be  found,  and  that  when  made,  they  l)c  printed  in 
their  original  langiiaj^es  at  the  expense  of  the  government. 
In  case  the  govei-nment  pi-efers  to  provide  only  for  the  index, 
it  is  also  further  proposed  that  tlie  work  he  undertaken  by  the 
joint  contril)r.tions  of  societies  and  individuals  and  that  tlie 
collection,  when  completed,  shall  become  the  nucleus  of  a 
special  historical  manuscript  library.  Precisely  what  may 
be  the  I'csult  of  this  common  movement  of  all  the  historical 
societies  and  tlie  leading  votaries  of  historical  studies  in  the 
United  States,  it  is  not  now  easy  to  determine.  But  the 
movement  itself  which  was  begun  last  winter,  and  the  favor 
with  which  it  was  regarded  by  the  Joint  Library  Committee 
of  Congress,  would  seem  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  some 
important  consequences.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  anything 
adequate  to  the  necessities  which  exist  will  be  accomplished 
unless  it  be  undertaken  by  the  government  itself.  Indeed  the 
work  in  question  is  required  for  the  uses  of  the  government 
not  less  than  for  those  of  the  students  of  American  history. 

The  centennial  anniversary  of  the  formation  and  promul- 
gation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  celebrated 
at  Philadelphia  with  a  magnificence  and  impressiveness  worthy 
of  the  great  event,  and  worthy  of  the  American  people.  The 
President  and  the  high  officials  of  the  national  govern- 
ment were  present,  with  eminent  officers  of  the  army  and  the 
navy ;  the  states  and  the  territories  were  represented  either 
by  civil  or  by  military  officers  and  many  of  them  by  military 
organizations;  and  a  discriminating  and  instructive  discourse 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Miller,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  In  this  celebration,  Rhode  Island  was 
represented  by  her  governor,  by  members  of  the  legislature 
and  a  regiment  of  infantry  ;  and  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  no 
questions  were  asked  as  to  the  part  borne  by  the  state  in  the 
great  transaction  of  whose  completion  it  was  the  hundredth 
anniversary. 

The  eminent  success  and  the  great  impressiveness  of  the 
occasion    at   Philadelphia  have  given  rise  to  a  determination 
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among  the  citizens  of  New  Yori<  to  celebrate  another  national 
centennial  event  connected  with  their  own  city.  It  was  in 
New  York  tliat  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  was  in 
session  when  it  called  the  convention  that  framed  the  con- 
stitution, and  it  was  there  also,  after  its  adoption  by  eleven  of 
the  states,  that  by  the  order  of  the  same  Congress,  the  first 
President  of  the  United  States  was  inaugnrated  and  the  new 
government  was  set  in  operation  in  April,  1789.  The  consti- 
tution which  had  been  completed  eighteen  montlis  before,  then 
entered  on  that  beneficent  work  which,  we  trust,  may  not  be 
interrupted  for  centuries  to  come.  The  moral  features  of  the 
latter  occasion  are  scarcely  less  impressive  than  those  of  the 
event  lately  celebrated  at  Philadelphia.  They  are  certainly 
striking  enough  to  warrant  any  celebration  that  may  be 
accorded  to  them. 

And  there  is  still  another  event  long  antedating  and  far 
transcending  either  of  these  in  world-wide  importance,  which 
promises  to  attract  an  attention  that  no  other  can  claim,  and 
I  refer  to  it  as  a  great  incentive  to  the  study  of  American  his- 
tory. The  year  1892  will  bring  the  fourth  centennial  return 
of  the  day  which  witnessed  the  discovery  of  the  new  world, 
now  occupied  by  some  twenty  civilized  nations  and  dominions, 
of  which  our  own  is  the  acknowledged  leader.  It  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  we  shall  be  indifferent  to  the  four  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  great  discoverer  first  saw 
the  land  on  this  western  side  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  was 
the  first,  the  initial  event  in  the  history  of  America  and  essen- 
tial to  all  that  have  succeeded  it,  and  as  was  to  be  expected,  tiie 
manner  in  which  its  anniversary  may  be  best  observed  has 
already  become  a  sul)ject  of  discussion  and  preparation. 
Many  months  ago  a  National  Board  was  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  devising  a  suitable  plan  of  commemorating  the  great 
event,  and  during  the  past  week  a  very  elaborate  bill  was  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  by  Senator  Hoar, 
of  Massachusetts,  providing  for  a  World's  E.Kposition  at 
Washington  in    honor  of  the  transcendent  occasion  ;    and  in 
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addition  to  tliis,  that  a  permanent  Exposition  or  Museum  of 
American  Continental  Civilization  shall  be  established  at  the 
capital  of  the  Nation  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  forty-six  states  and  territories  and  the  sixteen 
independent  nations  in  North,  South,  and  Central  America,  to 
be  governed  by  an  Advisory  Board  of  sixty-two  members,  of 
whom  one  is  to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  states,  territories 
and  nations  represented  in  the  exposition. 

The  approach  of  this  centennial  anniversary  has  revived 
discussions  which  have  long  been  suspended,  as  to  whether  Co- 
lumbus was  the  real  discoverer  of  America.  The  story  of 
the  Scandinavian  sea-rovers  has  been  again  recited  and  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  show  that  nearly  five  centuries 
before  Columbus  embarked  on  his  eailiest  voyage,  certain 
Northmen  from  the  shores  of  Norway  and  Denmark  had 
found  their  way,  in  various  excursions,  to  Greenland  and  at 
length  to  Newfoundland  and  to  the  coast  of  New  England; 
that  they  made  temporary  settlements  in  these  lands  and  thus 
entitled  themselves  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  real  discoverers 
of  the  new  world  of  the  West.  The  proofs  on  which  these 
claims  are  made  to  rest  are  said  to  be  contained  in  certain 
prehistoric  legends,  which  have  been  wrought  into  the  early 
annals  of  Norway  and  of  other  Scandinavian  countries.  Atten- 
tion has  lately  been  called  to  these  legends  with  some  special 
zeal  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Nowhere,  however,  do 
they  appear  to  have  made  so  deep  an  impression  as  upon  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  the  city  council  of  Boston,  by 
whose  authority  there  has  been  erected  in  a  very  conspicuous 
spot  in  that  city  a  monument  bearing  the  inscription  :  "  Lief 
Ericson,  Discoverer  op  America,  a.  d.,  1000,"  as  if  it  were 
an  established  historical  fact.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  munici- 
pal authorities  of  any  other  American  city  have  thus  posi- 
tively committed  themselves  to  the  Scandinavian  claimant  for 
the  position  so  long  occupied  by  Columbus.  I  am  quite  confi- 
dent that  no  American  Archaeological  Society  has  thus  sum- 
marily decided  this  most  interesting  question.     Even  admitting 
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that  the  Northmen  made  tlie  visits  and  began  tlie  settlements 
wliich  are  ascribed  to  them  it  Is  certain  that  they  neither  a|)- 
prcciated  nor  made  known  what  they  liad  done.  Their  settle- 
ments were  of  brief  duration  and  the  regions  which  they 
visited  at  length  became  as  unknown,  even  in  Scandinavia,  as 
if  no  voyagers  had  ever  seen  them.  The  world  beyond  the 
Atlantic  had  not,  in  fact,  been  discovered. 

How  different  from  these  aimless  and  fruitless  excursions 
were  the  well  planned  voyages  of  Columbus,  prompted  by  long 
scientific  study  directed  to  a  single  end,  prosecuted  amidst 
appalling  difficulties  with  an  unfaltering  faith  in  their  result, 
and  crowned  at  last  with  triumphant  success.  Let  it  not  be 
imagined  that  the  laurels  which  have  not  withered  in  four  hun- 
dred years  will  ever  be  stripped  from  the  brow  of  Columbus  as 
the  real  discoverer  of  America. 
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REPORT    OF   THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  Jan.  10,  1888. 
To  TUE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

Tlie    expenditures  for  the  care    of  Building  and  Grounds 
for  the  year  1887,  have  been  as  follows  : 
To  W.  S.  Hogg,  for  care  of  grounds  and  removing 
snow,       ....... 

William  H.  Fenncr  &  Co.,  repairs  of  eave-troughs 
and  conductors,        ..... 

Robinson  Pierce,  for  repairs  on  the  roof, 
King  &  Richards,  for  case  of  drawers, 
F.  Coggeshall,  for  repairs  on  furnace, 
Alexander  Grant,  repairing  window,    . 
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.       32 
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.       26 

36 
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10 

• 

50 

.  nil 

11 

Total, 

Vouchers  for  the  above  are  on  file  with  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee  on  Building  and 
Grounds. 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTH  WICK,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  January  10,  1888. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present  their 
Eiglith  Annual  Report. 

Mr.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  also  filled 
the  office  of  Librarian,  and  during  the  past  year  the  rooms 
liave  been  open  for  visitors  at  the  usual  hours,  excepting  for  a 
fortnight  in  August,  when  the  Tiibrary  was  closed  to  afford  a 
vacation  to  the  Librarian  and  his  assistant. 

There  has  been  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  visitors 
as  compared  with  last  year,  but  the  facilities  for  examination 
of  papers,  particularly  the  manuscripts,  have  been  constantly 
improving,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  memorandum 
furnished  by  Mr.  Sandford  B.  Smith,  the  Librarian's  assistant : 

The  number  of  books  is         ......         .         6.905 

The  number  of  shelves  is      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  271 

Pamphlet  Cases. 

No.  I.     [Rhode  Island  and  Providence],         .  .         .         .         231 

No.  2.     [The  other  five  New  England  States],         .         .         .         278 
No.  3.      [States  and  Counties  outside  of  New  England],         .         291 


Total, 8(X) 

Tlie  number  of  pamphlets  catalogued  will  probably  approximate  to 
15,000. 

Books,  pamphlet  cases,  and  shelves  have  recently  been  cleaned  and  the 
numbers  have  been  verified. 
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Pamphlets  have  been  hibelled  and  catalojriied  as  received.  Manuscript 
papers  contained  in  bound  volumes  have  been  paged  and  indexed  as 
follows: 

Rhodp:  Island  Manuscripts. 


Vol. 

I. 

1635  to  1687. 

Vol 

.  VI. 

1792  to 

1805. 

Vol. 

II. 

16S7  to  1706. 

Vol 

.  VII. 

1828  to 

I86I. 

Vol. 

III. 

1706  to  1828. 

\()1, 

.  VIII. 

1677  to 

1806. 

Vol. 

IV. 

1750  to  1832. 

Vol 

.  IX. 

1693  to 

1855- 

Vol. 

V. 

1792  to  1S06. 

McisEs  Brown 

Vol. 
Papers 

.  X. 

1720  to 

1843. 

Vol. 

1. 

17.3,'^  to  1770. 

Vol. 

.  VIII. 

1792  to 

1796. 

Vol. 

II. 

1770  to  1778. 

Vol 

.  IX. 

1796  to 

1799. 

Vol. 

III. 

1778  to  1782. 

Vol. 

X. 

1800  to 

1804. 

Vol. 

IV. 

17S2  to  1784. 

\'ol. 

XI. 

1804  to 

i8io. 

Vol. 

V. 

1784  to  1787. 

Vol. 

XII. 

iSio  to 

18 16. 

Vol. 

VI. 

1787  to  1789. 

Vol. 

XIII. 

1816  to 

1822. 

Vol. 

VII. 

i7S9to  1792. 

Vol. 

XIV. 

1822  to 

1842. 

• 

Moses  Brown  Pai'krs  - 

-  Miscellaneous. 

Vol. 

I. 

1722  to  1803. 

Vol. 

III. 

1678  to  1 

182S. 

Vol. 

II- 

1804  to  1824. 

Many  manuscriiits  still  remain  to  be  indexed. 

By  tlii.s  it  will  be  seen  that  docnnients  of  great  value  are 
now  accessible  to  those  who  are  inter(;sted  in  the  history  of 
our  city's  growth  ;  among  otiiers  the  extensive  correspondence 
of  Moses  Brown,  the  founder  of  the  Friends'  School  in  Prov- 
idence. It  covers  a  long  term  of  yeai's,  relates  to  many  sub- 
jects, showing  his  mental  grasp,  his  great  foresight,  and  his 
kindly  spirit.  Fourteen  large  volumes  of  his  business  letters 
and  memoranda,  and  three  volumes  of  general  correspondence 
have  been  carefully  indexed  —  a  part  of  this  year's  work. 

As  stated  in  Mr.  Smitli's  memorandum,  the  cataloguing  of 
bound  volumes  iiad  to  be  suspended  early  in  the  year,  owing 
to  lack  of  shelf-room,  which  is  so  far  out-grown  as  to  discour- 
age efforts  for  further  additions.  The  elasticity  of  shelves, 
already  breaking  down  beneath  the  weight  of  books,  is  alto- 
gether too  severely  tested  both  by  piling  volumes  upon  them 
and  arranging  the  books  in  double  rows,  one  behind  another. 
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This  want  of  room  to  place  our  treasures  is  not  creditable  to 
our  Society.  Last  year  a  small  space  was  gained  l)y  the  sale 
of  a  few  duplicates,  but  this  year  we  have  not  had  that  source 
of  relief  from  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  generosity  of  our 
friends,  who  seem  to  be  unaware  of  our  restricted  quarters- 
Future  growth  seems  impossil)le  without  enlargement  of  our 
borders. 

The  Committee  have  expended  during  the  year  : 

For  books  and  periodicals,  $110  78 

Binding,  7  80 

Printing  and  stationeiy,  12  03 


Total,  1130  61 

It  will  be  seen  that  expenditure  has  exceeded  the  annual 
appro])riation  of  -f  100  for  the  use  of  the  Libi'ary  Committee, 
by  the  sum  of  •i'oO.Gl ;  but,  as  nearly  all  of  last  year's  appropria- 
tion was  returned  to  the  treasury,  the  Committee  have  secured 
the  approval  of  the  Society  in  this  excess. 

The  additions  to  our  Library  and  Cabinet  have  been  : 

Bound  volumes,  316 

Pamphlets,  1,318 

Miscellaneous,  96 

Total,  1,780 

Among  the  books  relating  to  Rhode  Island  are  the  following: 
First  in  importance,  because  of  its  rai'ity  and  because  it  com- 
pletes our  file  to  1830,  is  a  volume  containing  three  years'  issue 
of  "  The  Providence  Journal  and  Town  and  County  Adver- 
tiser," published  by  John  Carter,  at  't2  per  annum.  The  first 
numl)er,  issued  Wednesday,  January  2,  1799,  contains  among 
the  latest  news  from  Washington  the  address  of  John  Adams 
before  Congress,  December  8,  1798,  in  which  he  refers  to  the 
report  of  the  Northern  Boundary  Commission,  that  "  a  river 
called  Schoodiac,  which  falls  into  Passamaquoddy  Bay  in  its 
northwester)!  quarter  was  the  true  St.  Croix  "  ;  a  subject 
lecently  before  our  Society. 
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As  the  key-note  of  a  journal  wliich  looked  forward  to  long 
years  of  t^ood  influence,  there  is  assigned  a  conspicuous  place 
to  "  an  avowed  maxim  of  our  worthy  and  most  excellent  Presi- 
dent Adams:  "  That  religion  and  good  morals  are  essential  torc- 
])ublican  governments,  and  that  the  United  States  may  l)e  free 
and  happy  so  long  as  the  people  are  careful  to  preserve  these, 
and  no  longer."  "A.  Z.,"  commenting  on  this  sentiment,  con- 
siders "  these  truths  so  plain  and  obvious  that  a  laboured  proof 
of  them  is  not  necessary."  The  editor  thanks  the  correspond- 
ent for  the  communication  and  "  hoi)es  to  receive  others  of 
the  kind  to  whicli  he  refers." 

Tlie  importance  of  the  Sabl)ath  and  its  proper  observance 
is  often  enlarged  upon.  It  is  the  subject  of  Timothy  Dwight's 
Oration  at  the  Public  Commencement  of  the  College ;  corre- 
spondents write  essays  upon  it;  and  at  town-meetings  of  the  Free- 
men of  Providence  it  is  "  Voted  and  Resolved  that  the  Con- 
stable be  required  to  attend  diligently  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  that  all 
masters  of  families  and  householders  l)e  particularly  requested 
to  enquii'c  into  the  conduct  of  their  children  and  servants  on 
that  day." 

As  at  present,  the  first  page  is  largely  devoted  to  reports 
from  Congress  when  in  session,  and  foreign  news, —  tlu;  latter 
very  full,  particularly  on  French  affairs,  as  Buonaparte  is  fol- 
lowed in  his  victorious  career,  from  the  Campaign  in  Egypt  to 
the  battle  of  Marengo.  From  week  to  week  letters  of  corre- 
s[)ondents  and  official  dispatches,  arriving  by  vessels  from  forty 
to  seventy  days  after  the  events  they  chronicle,  bring  tidings 
from  the  great  captains  of  the  day  as  they  meet  on  fields  of 
battle  that  are  now  historic. 

The  "  Ship  News"  is  of  great  iiitcu-est,  including,  as  it  does, 
accounts  of  naval  encounters  on  the  liigb.  seas;  the  change  in 
our  relations  with  the  Barbary  States,  which  resulted,  "  by  the 
delivery  of  tribute  from  the  mouth  of  our  cannon,"  in  the 
extermination  oi  tliat  horde  of  pirates  ;  reports  of  the  cruises 
of  letters  of  marque,  and  also  of  the  results  of  the  peaceful 
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voyages  of  tlie  Ann  and  Hope  and  other  craft  that  brought 
tlie  wealth  of  India  and  Chiini  to  our  wharves.  Jalofwrc 
Mamoodj,  Patna  Basta,  and  Dacca  muslins,  cases  of  Bandano 
liandkerchiefs,  and  bags  of  spices  of  direct  importation  from 
Calcutta,  are  advertised  by  our  merchants  ;  and  our  exports 
for  one  year  to  September  30,  1800,  amount  to  81,323,945. 
Coastwise  business  is  as  yet  of  secondary  importance,  as  will 
be  seen  by  Henry  Russell's  advertisement  of  the  schooner 
Jernslia,  to  sail  for  New  York  and  Albany  in  seven  days  from 
June  19,  1799. 

In  place  of  editorials  we  have  the  "  Adelphiad,"  a  series  of 
essays  in  imitation  of  the  Spectator,  communications  from  cor- 
respondents on  matters  of  present  interest,  "'Letters  from  the 
Lay  Preacher,"  and  from  the  "  Hindu  Philosopher  to  his 
Fiiend,"  etc.,  etc.  "Original  poetry"  was  not  lacking,  as  those 
wbocliooseto  learn  about"  Evelina,  fairest  maid,"  and  "Aman- 
da's beauty-beaming  eyes,"  immortalized  by  "Hermes"  and 
"  Delia  Crusca,"  and  to  revel  in  a  variety  of  patriotic  effusions, 
can  ascertain  for  themselves. 

Tlie  first  marriage  notice  is,  "  by  the  Rev,  Prest.  Maxcy, 
William  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Postmaster  of  this  town,  to  Miss 
Marcy  Wilkinson,  daughter  of  Mr.  Oziel  Wilkinson,  of  North 
Providence," — the  beginning  of  a  record  of  family  names 
known  to  us  all. 

The  notices  of  deaths  are  usually  full  and  often  elaborate  ; 
quite  unlike  those  of  the  pi'esent  time. 

Advertisements,  at  first  few  in  number,  increased  gradually, 
and  early  in  the  second  year  of  pul)lication  they  covered  a 
full  page.  Among  these  are  many  honored  names  which  are 
identified  with  the  history  of  our  city, —  Brown  &  Ives,  Car- 
lington  &  Bovvers,  Benjamin  Hoppin  &Co.,  Grinnell  tt  Taylor, 
Samuel  Ames,  Benjamin  Hovvland,  William  Blodget,  Jr., 
David  Vinton,  Elisha  Dyer,  Esek  Aldrich,  and  many  others  ; 
but,  of  all  who  were  then  our  leading  merchants,  only  the  first- 
named  fii'm  is  now  engaged  in  active  business. 

Of  the  lawyers  who  first  advertised  their  readiness  to  prac- 
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ticc  their  profession,  a  number  rose  to  distinction  in  State  and 
national  councils.  David  Howell,  a  member  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  from  1782  to  1785,  is  represented  to-day  in  our 
Society  by  the  beautiful  photograph  taken  from  his  portrait 
in  Trumbull's  painting  in  Washington,  presented  this  year  by 
liis  great  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Martha  Howell  Burrough. 
James  Fenner,  Tristam  Burges,  James  Burrill  are  well  known 
names,  and  also  Jonathan  Russell,  whose  oration  Jidy  4,1800, 
is  said  to  "  abound  in  historical  allusion  and  the  fairest  flowers 
of  rhetoric;  \n  the  philippic  Junius  is  not  his  master,  in  the 
pathetic  it  is  higher  praise  to  say  that  he  rose  above  himself." 

The  small  space  devoted  to  discussion  of  political  topics  is 
no  doubt  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  caucus  had  not  then 
usurped  the  functions  of  the  town-meeting,  and  changes  in 
office  were  not  made  on  political  grounds.  Early  in  1799, 
when  the  office  of  town-clerk  was  to  become  vacant,  it  was 
stated  that  it  was  "  only  on  the  ground  of  resignation  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast,"  who  had  been  appointed  captain  in  the  regulai- 
army  ;  and  the  names  of  Nathan  W.Jackson,  Paul  Allen  and 
Jeremiah  B.  Howell  were  brought  before  the  people  by  "  free- 
holders," one  of  whom,  recommending  Colonel  Howell,  says, 
"  Though  he  has  been  to  College,  he  writes  beautifully,  handles 
papers  neatly,  and  delights  in  penmanshii)."  At  this  late  day 
it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  this  kindly  meant  information  was 
ahelpor  a  hindrance, but  Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  office, 
which  he  I'etained  for  several  years. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1800,  "  the  town  consisting  of  between 
1,000  and  1,500  houses,"  it  was  proposed  to  form  the  Provi- 
dence Mutual  Insurance  Co.,  which  was  accordingly  organized 
with  a  board  of  directors  composed  of  leading  business  men. 
The  Marine  Society,  the  Exchange  and  Providence  Banks, 
the  Providence  Library,  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  other 
companies  for  mutual  protection  and  benefit  are  first  men- 
tioned in  the  columns  of  the  Journal  of  this  time. 

April  26,  1800,  a  tax  of  16,000  was  voted  for  the  establish- 
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inent  of  public  schools,  and  in  November,  1801,  Moses  Noyes 
advertises  to  open  an  "  Evening  School  at  the  Brick  School- 
liouse  near  the  Court  House."  About  this  time  there  was  a 
growing  interest  in  education  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  for  on 
August  30, 1800, "A  Friend  to  Improvement"  writes  from  North 
Kingstown  that  "the Trustees  of  the  Washington  Academy  in 
North  Kingstown  had  held  their  first  meeting  and  determined 
to  place  the  Academy  on  Broivri's  Neck,  Wickfoi'd,  a  plat  of 
ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  containing  four  acres 
—  the  same  being  a  liberal  donation  to  the  Corporation  by 
Mr.  Nicholas  Spink  and  Mr.  John  Franklin  and  Hannah  his 
wife.  It  is  a  beautiful  eminence  nearly  surrounded  by  salt 
water,  which  will  render  it  healthy  and  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  intention  ;  as  on  the  one  hand,  while  it  affords  the  boys 
sufficient  space  for  exercise  and  amusement,  it  will,  on  tlie 
other,  prevent  their  having  free  access  to  improper  company 
or  making  too  frequent  visits  to  Wickford,  as  the  communica- 
tion therewith  will  be  over  a  bridge  wliich  cannot  be  passed 
without  observation." 

With  the  exception  of  the  theatrical  advertisements  and 
those  of  some  small  shows  of  wild  animals  on  exhibition  at 
rare  intervals,  there  seems  to  have  been  but  little  in  the  way 
of  public  amusement  worth  advertising,  until  August  19, 1801, 
when  a  •'  New  and  Elegant  collection  of  Wax  Work,  which 
lias  been  universally  admired,"  was  announced.  It  was 
evidently  meant  to  be  instructive  as  well  as  entertaining,  for 
among  the  "  34  figures  "  we  find  "  Washington,  Adams,  David 
with  the  head  of  Goliah,  the  poor  Mendicant  asking  Alms, 
and  Mingo  disciplined  by  his  Mistress." 

These  are  very  meagre  gleanings  from  the  early  volumes  of 
our  Providence  Journal,  but  they  arc  suggestive  of  interesting 
comparison  between  life  in  the  old  town  and  that  of  the  pres- 
ent. It  would  be  gratifying  if  we  could  have  pictnres  of  the 
shipping  at  the  wharves,  the  warehouses  as  tiiey  then  stood 
along  the  river's  bank,  and  the  residences  scattered  here  and 
there  over  the  hillsides,  or  on  the  lower  level  with  gardens  ex- 
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tending  to  the  Cove.  The  picture  of  the  Roger  Williams  Hotel, 
the  Mansion  Ilonsc  of  to-day,  presented  to  our  Society  by  Mr. 
George  A.  ^lanton,  is  of  interest  in  this  connection,  as  is  the 
valuable  gift  of  "  Providence  Illustrated,"  containing  one  hun- 
dred photographs  of  the  City  Hall,  College  l»uildings,  churches, 
etc.,  published  in  1886.  "  Providence  Plantations  for  250 
years,"  from  1636  to  1886,  from  the  publishers,  J.  A.  &,  R.  A. 
Reid,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  other  favors,  is  another 
work  of  this  description. 

Among  the  additions  relating  to  Rhode  Island,  "  Rev.  Dr. 
Hague's  Life  Notes,  or.  Fifty  Years'  Outlook,"  from  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Drowne,  of  New  York,  his  former  parishioner,  appeals 
to  residents  of  Providence,  where  a  large  part  of  his  ministe- 
rial life  was  passed.  "  The  Life  of  Commodore  Matthew 
Calbraith  Perry,"  by  William  Elliot  Griffis,  is  of  national  in- 
terest, while  the  pamphlet  on  Tiiomas  Willett,  first  mayor  of 
New  York,  belongs  to  Rhode  Island,  though  relating  to  one 
who  passed  most  of  a  busy  life  in  other  colonies,  for  his  place 
of  burial  is  on  our  soil.  "  Forty-six  Months  with  the  Fourth 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers,"  by  Captain  George  H.  Allen,  from 
our  generous  friend,  Mr.  James  Tillinghast,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
whose  gifts  are  frequent ;  "  The  Book  of  Indian  Battles  from 
1620  to  King  Philips'  War,"  from  Mrs.  John  P.  Sherman,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  other  additions  ;  "  The  Newport  Mer- 
cury for  1886,"  from  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Peckham  ;  a  beautiful 
volume  containing  eighteen  addresses  of  our  late  mayor, 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  from  iiis  sisters,  Sarah  E.  and  Charlotte 
0.  Doyle;  the  memoir  of  our  gallant  Colonel  John  S.  Slocum, 
whose  early  death  on  the  field  of  Bull  Run  is  still  fresh  in 
many  minds,  presented  by  Professor  Alonzo  Williams  and 
others  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  ;  the  "  Early  History 
of  Narragansett,"  by  Elisha  R.  Potter,  from  Mr.  William  H, 
Potter  ;  "  Arbitration  and  its  Relation  to  Strikes,"  by  William 
B.  Weeden,  of  Providence,  from  the  author  ;  and  "  South 
County  Neighbors,"  by  Miss  Esther  Bernon  Carj)enter,  also 
belong  to  Rhode  Island.    The  last-named  is  a  volume  of  essaj's 
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of  fine  local  color,  evidently  studies  of  a  phase  of  life  in  the  South 
County  which  is  fast  clianuino;  and  will  soon  disappear.  "  El- 
der Bizzle  "  and  "  Uncle  Shearman  "  at  the  "  Sheej)  Washing," 
"  Old  Uncle  Simon,"  who  thought  that  "  if  he  could  only  have 
talked  with  '  old  King  Gearge,'  tlie  Revolution  need  never  have 
occurred,"  "  Undo  Silas"  at  the  "  Evening  Meeting,"  and 
"  Neighbor  Northup,"  who  is  so  outspoken  in  her  surprise  as 
well  as  so  discriminating  in  her  phraseology,  when  her 
daughter  Lovisy  Ann  appears  unexpectedly  with  her  family  — 
"  them  tribes  of  Beelzebub  " —  asking  if  they  "  rode  or  trav- 
elled " —  how  often  have  we  met  these  characters  in  our  early 
visits  to  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  contributions  relating  to  the    stirring    times   of  1842 
and  to  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  have  been  larger  than  usual. 
Among  the  former  are  the  correspondence  between  General 
A.  S.  Dearborn  and  some  of  our  leading  citizens  who  desired 
to  present  him  with  some  testimonial  of  gratitude  on  account 
of"  material  aid  rendered  by  him  to  the  Cause  of  Law  and  Or- 
der at  a  critical  moment  in  Rliode  Island,"  presented    by  Mr. 
Francis  D.  Stead,  of  New  York;  two  scrap  books  of  cuttings, 
etc.,  etc.,  concerning  the  Dorr  War,  and  another  relating  to 
the  Rebellion,  from  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Richmond  P.  Everett, 
who  has  given  us  much  that  is  interesting.    From  the  heirs  of 
the  late  John   R.    Bartlett,  we  have   received   fourteen  large 
bound  volumes  of  newspaper  cuttings  relating  to  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  one    volume    of  correspondence  about   the 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument  now  in  front  of  our  City  Hall. 
Visitors  to  our  rooms  are  largely  attracted  l)y  the  town  his- 
tories of  our  own  and  other  states,  like  that  of  North  Brook- 
field,  Mass.,  which  is  a  welcome  gift  from  that  town;  and  they 
also  come  to  consult  the  works  on  Genealogy,  to  which  there 
have  been  a  number  of  additions.     The  *'  Bartow  Family  in 
England,  "  by  the  Rev.  Evelyn  P.  Bartow,  1886,  a  gift  of  the 
author  ;  the  "  Bidwell  Family,"    Albany,    1884  ;    "  A  Short 
account  of  the  Winthrop  Family,"  from  Mr.  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp,  Jr.,  of  Boston  ;  the  "  Seagravc  Family,"  from  the  author, 
Daniel  Seagrave,  of  Worcester;  a  second  paper  on  the  "  Fen- 
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ner  Family,"  from  our  late  associate,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Root,  who 
had  prepared  it  with  liis  usual  care  ;  the"  Biiiney,""  Jones," 
and  "Thacher"  families — the  last  a  gift  from  Mr.  Peter 
Thacher,  of  Boston,  From  our  generous  townsman,  Mr,  Henry 
J.  Steere,  we  have  received  several  valuable  works,  among  them 
"  Austin's  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,"  a  work 
which  will  he  much  consulted.  "America  Heraldica,"  begun 
last  year,  by  purchase  from  the  Munsells,  has  been  c()m])leted. 

From  Harvard  University  we  have  received,  besides  other 
gifts, the  Record  of  the  Commemoration,  November  5  to  8,1886, 
on  tlie  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  Harvard  College,  and  from  Yale  College,  the  history 
of  Yale  College,  by  Franklin  Bowditch  Dexter.  These  are 
valuable  contributions  to  our  Library  and  well  deserve  a  fuller 
notice. 

From  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons,  we  have  received  a  unique 
volume,  formerly  owned  by  Charles  I.  of  England,  and  bear- 
ing the  royal  arms  on  both  covers.  It  is  styled  "  Willett 
on  Genesis,"  a  folio  of  two  volumes  bound  in  one, —  rather 
solid  theological  reading,  one  would  think,  for  the  royal  family 
of  that  time.  It  is  by  Andrew,  supposed  to  be  father  of 
Thomas  Willett,  and  was  published  in  London,  1632. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  works  received  during  the  year 
is  the  Diary  of  Thomas  Robbins,  i).  i).,  an  honorary  member 
of  our  Socif>ty,from  Mr.  Robbins  Battel  and  Miss  Anna  Battel, 
of  Norfolk,  Conn.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  ability,  of  wide 
attainments,  and  of  thorough  devotion  to  his  calling  in  the 
beautiful  town  of  Norfolk,  where  he  was  the  honored  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  for  many  years.  His  acquaintance 
witli  the  best  men  and  the  best  literature  was  extensive,  and 
his  correspondence  very  large.  This  work,  which  is  in  two 
liandsome  volumes  with  portraits,  is  carefully  edited  by  In- 
crease N.  Tarbox,  whose  foot-notes  and  admirable  index  add 
much  to  its  usefulness.  Dr.  Robbins  delivered  a  lecture  on 
the  "  Middle  Ages,"  before  our  Society,  December  7,  1836. 
He  also  presented  us  with  thirty-four  Annual  State  Registers 
of  Connecticut,  a  desirable  accession. 
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Our  valued  friend,  Mr.  Cliarlea  Cougdou,  of  New  York,  lias 
sent  us  a  larjj^e  box  of  books  and  pamphlets  of  a  character 
and  condition  tliat  indicate  his  generosity  and  also  his  culti- 
vated taste. 

They  include  Iloi'ace  W.  Smith's  "  Nuts  for  future  Histori- 
ans to  Crack,"  "  Life  and  Administration  of  Richard,  Earl  oi' 
Bellomont,"  by  Fredeiick  De  Peyster, "  Memorial  Volumes  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Crocker,"  "  Affairs  at  Fort 
Chartres,  17G8,"  Hamilton  Club  Series,  Nos.  I.  to  IV.,"  Glean- 
ings from  the  Harvest  Field  of  American  History,"  "  The 
Montgomeiy  Dialogue,"  Drake's  "  Witchcraft  Delusion  in 
iSevv  England,"  three  volumes  ;  "  Mourt's  Relation,  or  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Plantation  at  Plymouth,  1622,"  reprints  of  Jossc- 
lyn's  "  Two  Voyages  to  New  England  "  and  "New  England's 
Rarities  Discovered,"  Captain  John  Smith's  "  Description  of 
New  England  "  and  his  "Advertisements  for  the  Inexperienced 
Planters  of  New  England  or  Anywhere,"  over  thirty  m  all, 
many  of  tliem  ]\Iunseirs  and  Veazie's  publications,  subscri- 
bers'copies,  and  all  in  excellent  order. 

The  beautiful  volume  of  "  Portraits  of  the  Presidents  Gene- 
ral of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati,  with  Roll  of  General 
Officers  and  Hereditary  and  Honorary  Meml)ers,  July  27, 1887,'' 
is  an  addition  of  merit.  An  album  of  Masonic  badges  from 
the  lodges  of  many  of  our  states,  collected  by  our  late  asso- 
ciate, John  P.  Walker,  while  on  a  pilgrimage  to  California, 
and  designed  for  our  Society,  has  been  presented  by  Mrs.  John 
P.  Walker. 

Among  the  gifts  classified  as  "  Miscellaneous  "  are  the  fol- 
lowing: a  portrait  of  Washington,  by  William  Hamlin,  1800, 
and  an  engraving  of  Grace  Church,  from  Mr.  William  D.  Ely  ; 
an  autotype  portrait  of  John  Cropper,  from  j\[r.  John  Crop- 
per of  New  York  ;  a  portrait  of  John  L.  Lincoln,  from  Pro- 
fessor John  L.  Lincoln  ;  a  i)i-oclamation  of  (Governor  Stephen 
Hopkins,  December  29,  17r)8,  about  the  "  Great  War  with 
France,"  from  Mrs.  Philip  W.  Martin;  an  autograph  of  Wil- 
liam Coddington  ;  an  autograph  letter  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 

3 
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IjOikIoh,  1771,  from  Mr.  Charles  IT.  Smith;  an  anonymous  ac- 
count of  Roji'er  Williams,  in  manuscript,  and  from  the  Hon. 
Francis  W.  Miner,  the  fi"a<2,inents  of  a  musket  found  at  Gaspee 
Point,  supj)osed  to  have  helonged  to  one  of  the  i>arty  of  June 
10,  1772.  The  historical  account  of  steamboat  navigation  in 
Narragansett  Bay  and  Providence  River,  the  manuscript  of 
the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  luis  been  presented  by  the  author. 

Kind  friends  in  all  parts  of  our  country  have  brought  and 
sent  their  contril)utions  of  books  and  pamphlets,  and  we  are 
grateful  for  their  interest  in  our  welfare.  Besides  those 
already  mentioned,  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Charles  C.  Jones, 
of  Augusta,  Ga.,  Mr.  J.  Watts  De  Peystcr  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Mont- 
gomery, of  New  York,  ^[v.  P.  R.  Kendall,  Rutland,  Vt.,  Dr. 
S.  A.  Green.  Mr.  A.  A.  Folsom,  and  Mr.  D.  Berkeley  Uj)dike, 
of  Boston,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  of  Cambi'idge,  Mass.,  Mr. 
Joshua  Arnold,  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  Mr.  Charles  Gorton, 
Mr.  John  B.  Anthony,  Mr.  Arnold  Green,  the  Hon.  William 
AV.  Hoppin  and  the  Hon,  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  of  our  own  city. 

Our  Society  is  the  proper  place  for  these  things,  to  which 
at  no  remote  day,  we  hope  to  offer  the  largest  hospitality  as 
well  as  to  all  who  wish  to  consult  them,  and  we  ask  those  to 
whom  they  may  bean  encumbrance  to  l)ring  them  to  us,  or  at 
any  rate  to  let  us  examine  and  buy  what  may  be  of  value, 
before  sending  to  paper-mill  or  junk  shop. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS, 
WILLIAM  B.  WEEDEN, 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Providknck,  Jan.  10,  1888. 
To  THK  Rhodk  Island  IIistoiucal  Socifoty: 

The  Committee  on  Publications  report  that  the  Society  has 
published  this  year  only  the  usual  annual  jtani|)hlet  containing 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  the  year  preceding  the  last 

annual  meeting. 

Ct.  M.  carpenter,  Chairman. 


REPORTS    OF    THE    PROCURATORS. 

Report  of  PuocrRAroii  for  Pawttcket. 


In  the  annual  report  of  your  Procurator  in  1887,  it  was 
suggested  that  a  branch  t)f  the  Society  for  h)cal  interest  might 
he  established  in  Pawtuckct,  such  as  exists  in  Newport  and  in 
other  places.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, and  the  Procurator  was  rc(iuested  to  make  incpiiries  con- 
cerning the  feasil)ility  of  such  an  undertaking,  and  was 
assured  of  assistance  on  the  part  of  individual  memliers  of 
the  parent  society.  A  report  was  to  be  made  at  a  subsequent 
meeting. 

On  consultation  with  those  l)est  qualified  to  judge,  it  was 
considered  inexpedient  on  this  ground,  that  Providence  and 
Pawtucket  in  their  early  settlement,  and  in  their  continuous 
history,  formed  one  and  the  same  district,  while  Newport  Col- 
ony and  Warren  Colony  with  its  neighborhood  were  quite  sep- 
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sirate  and  distinct.  This  is  no  doubt  true.  Independent  or 
branch  orsianizations  in  those  places  would  liave  a  fiehi  spe- 
ciall}'  tlieir  own. 

It  was  thouglit  that  tliere  was  not  enouuli  of  local  coloring; 
and  of  independent  colonial  and  municipal  interest  to  render 
a  branch  of  much  importance.  Therefore  your  Procurator 
reports  further  action  at  present  unwise.  It  only  remains 
to  awake  local  interest  in  the  general  work  of  the  Society, 
and  to  emphasize  here  the  importance  in  every  way  possible 
of  spreading  historical  information  with  regard  to  the  common 
history  and  mutual  interests  of  rrovidcnce  and  Pawtucket. 

E.  II.  PORTER,  Procuralor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Richmond    P.    Everett.    Treasurer,   in   account    with    the    Rhode    hland 
Historical  Society. 


1S87. 
Jan.    II. 


1888. 
Jan.    10. 


Dr. 


To  cash  on  hand, 

Taxes  from  214  members, 

Taxes  from  9  members,  overdue, 

F'ees  for  admission  of  14  members, 

Interest  from   Providence  Institutions  for  S 

from  Life  Membership  Fund, 
Donation  from  W.  S.  Janes,    . 


Cr. 


Kellogg  Printing  Co.,  for  publishing  proceedings 

ofiSS6-'S7, 
P'uel,  gas,  and  assistant. 
Postages,  meetings,  and  express. 
Library  Committee, 
Building  and  grounds,  . 
Cash  on  hand.   .... 


$ 

II  99 

642  00 

27  00 

70  00 

-.avings, 

44  04 
I  00 

$796  03 


$ 

108 

3- 

274  91 

165 

1 1 

130 

61 

1 11 

91 

5 

17 

$796  03 


RICHMOND  P.   E\l-:RliTT. 

Trea:>urer. 


Providknck,  J.\N.  6.  1SS8. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 


Edwin  B 


Chace,  1 

ARROWS,   ) 


Committee. 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Richmond  P.   Everett,    Treasurer,   in   account   ivifh    the   Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

18S7. 
Jan.    12.     To  cash  on  liand,  .  .  .  .  •     $   iij^t  02 

Sept.  27.    Interest  from   Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 

for  Janiiar\' and  July,  18S7,  ...  44  04 

Interest  from  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  for  Januarv 

and  July,  1887,         .  .  .  .  .  13   15 


$1,408  21 


Cr. 

1S87. 
Sept.  27.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,    .     $         44  04 

1888. 
Jan.    lo.     Cash  on  hand.  ......  1,364  17 


$   1,408  21 


Tiiere  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institutions  for 

Savings,       .  .  .  .  .  .     $   1,090  90 

Also  in  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  this  dav,  Jan. 

10,  t888,       ......  273  27 

$1,364  17 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providknce,  Jan.  6,  18S8. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chac:e,  \        Audit 

Committee. 


^EWis  J.  Chac:e,  ) 
;dwin  Barrows.  / 
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PuBi.K  AiioN  Fund. 


Richmond   P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in    account    ivitli  the  Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dk. 
1887. 
Jan.    II.     To  cash  on  liand,  .  .  .  .  .  $  205   74 

March  4.  James  M.  Varnum,  for  seventh  volume,  2  50 

Dec.    I.     George  S.  Greene,     "         "  "  ,  .  i    -q 

Dec.  31.    Interest  from  R.   I.   Hospital  Trust  Co.,    for  April 

and  October,  1887,  .  .  .  .  8  36 


$218  10 


Cr. 
1888. 
Jan.    10.     To  cash  on  hand,  .  .  .  .  .  $  218   10 


There  is  deposited  in  the  R.  1.  Hospital  Trust  Com- 
pany, this  day,  Jan.  10,  18S8,        .  .  .  $   218   10 

RICHMOND  P.   EVERETT. 

Treasurer. 

Providenck,  Jan.  6,  1888. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Ch.\ce,  "^       Audit 
Edwin  Barrows,  i  Committee. 
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REPORT 


SETTLEMENT  OF  WARWICK,  1642 


AND    THE 


Seal  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 


As  our  mcasiuemeiits  of  sj>ace  and  quantity  are  but  approx- 
imations to  absolute  truth,  so  it  is  with  those  of  time.  The 
Julian  Calendar,  or  Old  Style,  dating  from  about  forty-five 
years  before  Ciirist,  is  avowedly  incorrect,  though  still  used  by 
several  prominent  nations  of  the  worhl. 

The  Gregorian  year,  or  New  Style,  as  reformed  by  Gregory 
XIII.,  merely  minimizes  the  errors  of  "Old  Style"  and  is  but 
a  close  approximation  to  time  which  is  truly  true,  while  with 
gross  inconsistency  it  i-etains  the  Latin  numerals  in  the  names  of 
the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  months  of  "Old  Style," 
to  designate,  erroneously,  what  are  now  the  ninth,  tentli, 
eleventh  and  twelfth  months  of  the  year.  So,  too,  our  revered 
"  Christian  Era,"  not  invented  by  Dionysias  Exiguous  till 
about  five  hundred  and  tliii-ty  years  after  the  death  of  our 
Lord,  and  not  much  used  till  it  received  the  sanction  of  the 
venerable  Bede  as  late  as  the  eighth  century,  is  acknowledged 
by  eminent  authority  to  be  four  years  in  error  as  to  the  date  of 
Christ's  birth,  its  assumed  starting  point.* 

So,  too,  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  still  fur- 
nishes occasion  for  discussion,  and   though  most  agree  to  its 


♦Modern    authority  places  the  actual  date  of  the  birth  of  Christ,  on  Friday,  April  5, 
B.  C.  4.      Townsend's  "  Dictionary  of  Dates,"  p.  58. 
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celebration  on  the  22d  of  December,  the  descendants  of  Pil- 
grims and  Pnritans  seem  unable  to  settle,  beyond  question,  its 
true  and  real  date. 

And  even  as  to  the  exact  date  of  the  original  charter  of 
Rhode  Island,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  various 
writers,  until  A rnohl,  more  tlian  two  hundred  years  after  it 
was  granted,  ascertained  from  the  official  ujanuscripts  in  the 
State  Paper  Office  in  London,  that  its  true  date  was  tlie  14th 
of  March,  1643.* 

In  view  of  sucli  facts  and  of  the  multitude  of  errors  in  dates 
from  writing,  printing,  transciibing  and  reprinting  figures, 
wliich  meet  us  on  every  hand  where  we  look  for  exact  state- 
ments, an  historical  society  may  admit  the  possibility  of  error 
in  any  recognized  date.  It  may  even  question  the  time  of  its 
own  birth,  and  allow  a  grave  inquiry  as  to  the  truth  or  reason- 
ableness of  any  and  every  device  on  its  corporate  seal. 

In  this  regard,  the  question  has  been  recently  raised  whether 
"  Shawomet,  1642,"  is  a  proi)er  or  truthful  device  for  this 
Society's  seal. 

This  question,  submitted  to  your  committee,  is  one  to  which, 
with  some  care  and  examination  of  authorities  and  records 
within  their  reach,  they  have  directed  their  attention,  but 
the  paucity  of  records  and  of  clear  statements,  and  the 
meagre  history  of  the  transactions  of  the  first  few  years  of 
the  settlements  at  Providence  and  Warwick  must  be  their 
apology  for  treating  in  what  may  seem  a  somewhat  desultory 
manner,  a  (piestion  whose  satisfactory  solution  depends  so 
much  on  the  course  of  events  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  immediately  preceding  and  following  the  purchase  of 
Shawomet,  and  on  the  doings  of  a  few  weeks,  nearly  two  cen- 
turies and  a  half  ago,  in  the  daily  life  of  Samuel  Gorton  and 
John  Greene. 

The  records  of  the  Society  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  seal 
and  the  action  of  its  "  Board  of  Trustees"  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  the  seal,  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

*  Hist.  K.  1.,  I..  114. 
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Oil  the  27th  of  May,  1831,  the  Society  appointed  Joscpli  L. 
Tilliiighast,  Albert  Gorton  Greene,  and  Thomas  H.  Webb  a 
committee  to  procure  a  suitable  seal  to  be  cut  for  the  Society, 
a  device  for  wliich  was  submitted  to  "the  Board." 

July  r)tli,  1831,  the  committee  reported  that  they  ''had  en- 
gaged Mr.  W.  D.  Terry,  of  Providence,  to  cut  the  seal,  which 
is  in  a  state  of  forwardness."  July  19th,  1881,  the  seal  was 
I'eported  complete.  Subsequently  the  Board  and  the  Society 
})assed  a  resolution  formally  adopting  it  as  the  common  seal 
of  the  Society,  and  gave  the  device.  They  also  reported  that 
the  design  and  device  for  the  seal  originated  with  Albert  Gor- 
ton Gi-eene,  Esq. 

A  description  of  the  seal  gives  the  design  and  device  as  an 
equilateral  triangle  within  a  circle,  on  the  several  sides  of 
wliich  are  the  following  inscriptions,  vi/. :  On  the  base, 
"  Mooshassuck,  1636  ";  on  the  right  side,  '•  x\quidncck,  1638  "; 
on  the  left  side,  "  Shawomet,  1642."  Within  the  triangle  is 
a  "foul  anchor."  Around  the  circle,  within  raised  bands,  is 
tlie  name  of  the  Society  with  the  figures  "  1822,"  the  year  in 
wliicli  it  was  founded. 

As  the  records,  liowevci",  arc  silent  as  to  the  purport  and 
significance  of  the  several  devices,  your  committee  have  been 
obliged  to  look  for  their  probable  origin  and  import  to  the 
main  facts  which  appear  in  the  founding  of  the  Colony  and 
the  State,  while  giving  some  degree  of  consideration  to  special 
facts  and  dates  which  must  have  been  im|)resscd  on  the  mind 
of  Albert  Gorton  Greene,  from  his  antiquarian  tastes  and  re- 
lationship to  John  CTrecne,  one  of  the  first  six  settlers,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  thirteen  original  propi'ietors  of  Providence,* 
and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Warwick. 

From  this  general  view  of  the  seal,  it  seems  very  evident, — 

First,  that  the  central  emblem,the  anchor,  was  taken  from  the 
State  arms,  to  indicate  the  relation  of  the  Society  to  the  State. 

Second,  that  the  triangle,  was  as  evidenrly  adopted  to  keep 


*  Colonial  Kecords  of  R.  1.,   pp   ao.  ai. 
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ill  memory  the  tlircc-fold  oii<>iii  of  the  Colony  and  also  of  the 
State,  a  unit  formed  from  tliat  trinity  of  independent  settle- 
ments cstahlished  and  developed  at  Providence,  on  the  island 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  at  Warwick, —  names,  each  of  which  su<^- 
jijests  a  history  of  its  own,  and  which  at  the  time  the  Society's 
seal  was  adopted,  had  heen  in  use  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  to  designate  those  three  jjrincijtal  historical  and  geo- 
graphical divisions  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Third,  that  the  Indian  names  adopted  on  the  seal,  as  another 
element  of  the  device,  were  intended  to  designate  these  thi-ee 
original  divisions.  In  respect  to  them,  the  Indian  nomen- 
clature was  haj)pily  chosen  (as  it  would  doubtless  he  again, 
were  tlic  question  submitted  to  the  Society  to-day),  Indian 
names  being  less  common-|)lace,  falling  on  the  ear  not  only 
with  the  more  striking  sound  of  a  foreign  tongue,  but  also 
carrying  with  them  the  j)i'estige  of  an  unknown,  if  not  unlim- 
ited antiquity. 

To  Piovidence,  tlie  noi-thern  division,  was  given  the  name 
"  Mooshassuck,"  that  of  the  river  on  whose  banks  the  settle- 
ment of  Roger  Williams  was  made. 

To  the  settlement  on  tlie  island  of  Rhode  Island,  the  south- 
ern division,  was  given  the  name  of  ''  Aquidneck,"*  the  orig- 
inal name  of  the  island  itself. 

To  Warwick,  the  western  division,  was  given  the  name 
"  Shawomet,"  the  name  of  a  sachem-wick  in  tliat  division  of 
the  State,  the  most  conspicuous  of  all.  from  the  character  and 
conduct  of  its  settlers,  as  well  as  the  .  nucleus  of  that  l)road 
township  of  multitudinous  villages,  which  the  devotion  of 
those  settlers  ])reserved  to  the  Colony  and  to  the  State. 

In  fact,  from  the  time  of  the  first  charter  f,  Sliawomet  was 
synonymous  with  Warwick,  ihe  two  names  l)eing  used  inter- 
changeably both  by  the  men  of  Warwick  and  their  enemies  of 
"  the  Bay."'  But  at  the  time  the  Society  adopted  its  seal,  nearly 
two  centuries  afterwards,  Shawomet   had  in  the  light  of  his- 


*  'rhc  name  of  Rhode  Island  in  place  of  Aquidneck,  adopted  1644.     II    I.  Col.  Kec,  I.,  127. 

+  March   14,  1643. 
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tory  become  a  name  not  only  memorable,  but  consecrated  Uy 
tlie  lieroism,  the  sufferings,  and  the  christian  patience  of  Sam- 
uel Gorton  and  his  companions. 

This  small  but  indomital)le  band,  with  the  laws  of  God  in 
one  hand  and  the  laws  of  England  in  the  othei-,  withstood  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  of  Massachusetts  I>ay,  by  sol- 
diers and  savages,  by  i)risons  and  fetters  and  worse  than  in- 
quisitorial cruelties,  to  force  on  them  a  Puritan  hierarchy  and 
a  foreign  jurisdiction,  each  as  merciless  in  its  tyranny  as  it 
was  regardless  of  law.'-^ 

Desperate  as  the  contest  seemed,  Gorton  and  his  com[)an- 
ions  triumphed  at  last.  Rhode  Island  owes  their  memoiy  a 
heavy  debt.  Never  were  men's  motives  so  aspersed,  theii- 
names  so  unjustly  branded  with  infamy,  their  characters  so 
foully  traduced,  and  this  not  for  a  time  merely,  but  from  ago 
to  age;  and  we  may  be  excused  for  saying,  that  in  the  history 
of  New  England  can  scarcely  be  found  a  more  dramatic  scene 
than  the  trial  of  Gorton  before  the  assembled  nuigisti'atesand 
elders  of  "the  Bay,"  when,  guiltless  of  any  illegal  act  and  a 
betrayed  pi'isoner  of  wai',f  he  is  first  ordei'ed  on  peiil  of  his 
life,  to  answer  ivlthm  fifteen  ')riinutes'\.  in  writing  over  his  own 
hand,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  enemies,  four  most  obscure  and 
crafty  questions  §  of  their  theology,  contrived  (as  those  of  the 


*  •'  For  ten  years  after  the  settlement  of  Massachusetts  Bay  the  clerpy  and  their  aristo- 
cratic allies  refused  either  to  recognize  the  Common  Law,  or  to  enact  a  Code." 

"From  the  outset,  lawyers  were  excludtd  Iroin  praclice,  so  the  magistratei  were  nothinji' 
but  common  politicians  who  were  nominated  bv  the  priests." 

"  The  assembled  elders,  acting  in  their  advisory  capacity,  constituted  a  supreme  tribunal 
of  last  resort,  wholly  superior  to  carnal  precedent  and  capable  of  evolving  whatever  decrees 
they  deemed  expedient  from  the  depths  of  their  consciousness.-  See  Gorton's  case. 
Winthrop,  II.,  146."  —  Adams'  "  Kmancipation  of  Massachusetts,"  2S9-291. 

•I-  II.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  115,  120,  20i.         X  R    I.  Hist.  Coll  ,  II.,  126. 

§  "  The  questions,"  writes  Gorton,  '•  were  these  that  here  follow,  not  a  word  varying  in 
any  one  of  them  :  " 

"I.  Whether  the  Fathers  who  died  before  Christ  was  horn  of  the  N'i'-gin  Mary,  were 
justified,  and  saved  only  by  the  blood  which  he  shed,  and  the  death  which  he  sutTered  after 
his  incarnation?  " 

"  3.  Whether  the  only  price  of  our  redemption  were  not  the  death  of  Christ  upon  the 
cross,  with  the  rest  of  his  sufferings  and  obedience  in  the  time  of  his  life  here,  alter  he  was 
born  of  the  V'irgin  Mary?  " 

•'  3.     Who  is  that  (Jod  whom  he  thinks  we  serve?  " 

"  4.  What  he  means  when  he  saith,  We  worship  the  star  of  our  (»(>d  Remphan,  Chion, 
Moloch  ? " 
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Pharisees  to  our  Savioui,)  "thattliey  might  entangle  liiiu  in 
his  talk,"  and  thus  conijyass  his  death." 

Now,  ]\Iianton(;nii,  Chief  of  the  Nai-ragansctts,  having  l)een 
disposed  of  in  Septeml)er,  by  what  Arnold  calls  a  "  clcrico-judi- 
eial  murder,"!  the  chance  offered  to '' the  Bay  "  of  securing 
ahsolutc  conti'ol  of  the  entire  Narragansett  country,  through 
their  allies  Pomham  and  Sac()nonoco,J  by  a  similar  dispatch 
of  Goi'ton  and  his  companions  in  Octol»er,  was  too  temi)ting 
for  them  to  forego.  Apparently,  as  Winthrop  previously  ex- 
pressed it  in  reference  to  their  motives  and  aims  in  that  direc- 
tion, "  they  thought  it  not  wisdom  to  let  it  slip."  § 

The  plot,  however,  failed.  As  Gorton  says:  •'  When  by  all 
their  examinations  in  Court,  interrogatories  in  [)rison,  and 
public  preaching  they  could  find  nothing  against  us  for  the 
transgression  of  any  of  their  laws,  they  then  proceeded  to  cast 
a  lot  for  our  lives,  putting  it  to  the  major  vote  of  the  Court 
whether  we  should  live  or  die;  which  was  so  ordered  by  the 
])rovidence  of  (iod,  that  two  votes  cari-ied  it  on  our  side."  || 

Yet,  though  "  the  Governor  [Winthrop]  told  (Jorton  that 
they  ivere  at  one  with  him  in  those  answers,"  ff  he  and  his  com- 


*  K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,.pp   14S-9  +  Hist.  R.  I.,  I.,  117. 

J  In  a  letter  to  the  Massachusetts,  Gorton  pictures  willi  some  humor  these  two  petty  ren- 
egade sachems,  its  allies  : 

"  Indeed,  Pomham  is  an  aspiring  person,  as  becomes  a  prince  of  his  profession. —  for 
having  crept  into  one  of  our  neighbor's  houses  (in  the  absence  of  the  people)  and  feloni- 
ously rifled  the  same,  lie  was  taken  coming  out  again  at  the  chimney-top." 

'■  Siicononnco,  also,  hath  entered  in  like  manner  into  one  of  our  houses,  with  divers  of 
his  companions,  and,  breaking  open  a  chest,  did  steal  out  divers  parcels  of  goods."— R.  1. 
Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  267. 

The  same  letter  says  :  "  Mr.  Winthrop  and  his  co-partner  Parker  m.\v  not  lliink  to  lay 
our  purchased  plantation  [Warwick]  to  their  island  [Prudence]  so  near  adjoining,  for 
they  come  too  late  in  that  point, —  though  Benedict  [Arnold]  hath  reported  that  Mianto- 
nomi,  one  of  the  sachems  of  whom  we  bought  it,  should  lose  his  head  for  selling  his  right 
thereof  to  us." 

"  As  also  a  minister  affirmed  that  Mr.  Winthrop  should  s.ay  to  him  that  we  should 
either  be  subjected  unto  you,  or  else  removed  hence,  tliough  it  should  cost  blood." —  R.  1. 
Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  265. 

§  Savage's  Winthrop,  II.,  102. 

II  Mr.  Savage  says,  "  three  of  the  magistrates  rejected  the  horrible  judgment  of  the 
Elders  that  the  [alleged]  offences  deserved  death." — Savage's  Winthrop,  II.,  177. 

t+  R.I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  132-4-5  6-7. 
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paiiions  wore  imiu-isoncMl  iit  liard  lal)()r,  "  in  fetters  and  irons," 
through  the  rest  of  the  autumn  and  a  long  winter, — "  as 
blasphemous  enemies  to  the  true  religion  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  all  his  holy  oi-dinances,  and  also  to  all  civil  au- 
thority among  the  ])Coi»le  of  God,  and  })articularly  in  this 
jurisdiction."* 

Such  rigor  shocked  even  the  Presbytei'ian  IJaillie,!  imt  as 
a  son  of  Massachusetts  has  said,  "  the  clergy  held  the  .State 
within  their  own  grasp,  and  shrank  from  no  deed  of  blood 
to  guard  the  interests  of  their  order. "J 

Scattered  in  the  different  towns  of  the  Massachusetts,  the 
knowledge  of  their  sufferings  and  their  purity  of  character  ^ 
could  not    be  entirely  hid,  till   at  last,  public  opinion   and  a 


*  Chief  Justice  Story  says  :  "  The  arm  of  the  civil  government  was  constantly  employed 
in  support  of  the  denunciations  of  the  Church:  and  without  its  forms,  the  Fnquisition 
existed  in  substance,  with  a  full  share  of  its  terrors  and  violence."— Story's  Miscellanies,  66. 

Mr.  Charles  Deane,  in  his  Memoir  of  Samuel  Gorton,  while  stigmatizing-  "  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  Massachusetts  towards  Gorton  as  atrocious,"  erroneously  states  that  Gor- 
ton was  released  in  January.  On  the  contrary,  even  the  order  of  the  General  Court  for  his 
release  was  not  dated  till  "  the  7th  day  of  the  first  month  [March]  1643  or  164+," —  Some 
Notices  of  Samuel  Gorton,  p.  17. 

Gorton  was  brought  to  Boston  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  Oct.  13,  164,^.  Savage's  Winlh.,  1 1..  171. 
""  A  great  triumph,"  he  says,  "■  for  a  whole  country  |  by  three  officers  and  forty  trained  sol- 
diers with  Pomham  and  his  savages]  to  carry  away  eleven  men  and  that  upon  fair  compo- 
sition also,  if  ihty  had  kept  touch  with  us,  for  one  of  us  was  dead  before  by  hardship  and  but 
ten  of  us  that  handled  arms." — K.  1.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  11.,  iig. 

He  was  sentenced  November  3,  1643;  released  March  7,  1643  4. 

Winthrop's  cruel  order  (notwithstanding  the  fourteen  days  allowed  by  the  General 
Court),  for  his  expulsion  from  the  town  of  Boston — "  hcjore  nooti  this  day  "—is  dated  "the 
loth  of  the  first  month  [March]  1643."     1{.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  14S  9. 

t  Letters  H.,  17,  iS. 

I  Adams'  "Emancipation  of  Massachusetts,"  pp.  40  41. 

The  manly  utterances  of  Savage,  Deane  and  Adams  stand  in  refreshing  contrast  to  the 
Jesuitical  apologies  of  Palfrey,  for  not  only  the  cruelty  but  all  the  illegality  and  hypocrisy, 
which  he  evidently  recognizes,  in  the  proceedings  against  Gorton. 

§  "  And  whereas  you  say,  I  am  become  a  sordid  man  in  my  life ;  I  dare  be  so  bold  as  to 
lay  my  conversation  among  men  to  the  rules  of  humanity,  with  any  minister  among  you, 
in  all  the  passages  of  my  life  which  God  hath  brought  me  through  from  my  youth  unto 
this  day,  that  it  has  been  as  comely  and  innocent  as  his." — (jorton  to  Nathaniel  Morton, 
K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll  ,  II..  247. 
"  I  have  been  silent  to  cover  other  men's  shame  and  not  mv  own." 

"  It  should  be  a  crown,  yea,  a  diadem  ui)on  my  grave,  if  the  truth  in  more  public  or  more 
private  agitation,  were  but  in  prose  and  not  in  poetrie,  as  it  was  acted  by  me  in  all  the 
places  wherein  you  seek  to  blemish  me."  Letter  to  Nathaniel  Morton,  1{.  I.  Hist.  Tracts, 
No.  XVII.,  56. 
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sense   of     danuer   to   tlieir   own    power,    forced    the    Piiiilnii 
dynasty  to  set  tliem  free.* 

Then  Gorton,  Greene  and  Holden  n)ade  their  strong  an(l 
solemn  appeal  to  tlie  State  of  Ohl  Enghmd.  They  procured 
at  the  same  time  and  also  bore  with  them  to  England,  a  for- 
mal deed  of  submission  from  the  powerful  Narragansett  Tribe, 
of  themselves  and  their  whole  territory  to  King  Charles.f 

The  justice  of  their  claims  could  not  be  denied.  The  laws 
and  the  throne  of  England  asserted  their  supremacy.  Eng- 
land upheld  both  the  men  of  Shawomct  and  the  Narragan- 
setts  against  the  usurped  jurisdiction  of  "  the  Bay,"  which 
in  h.er  humiliation  was  forced  to  call  upon  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  Colonies  for  aid  against  "opposition  from  War- 
wick."$ 

Thus  Gorton's  successful  appeal  and  the  stern  rebuke  it 
brought  to  the  assumption  and  tyranny  of  the  Puritan  Hie- 
rarchy, with  the  adoption  of  the  Narragansetts  by  King  Charles 
as  wards  and  subjects  of  the  State,  preserved  in  a  momentous 
degree  the  whole  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  and  led  not  merely  to  its  final  emancipation  from 
the  usurpations  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  but  to  its  eventual  es- 
tablishment as  an  independent  State. 

To  the  theocracy  of  the  Bay,  this  order  of  May  15,  1646, 
of  the  Governor-in-Chief,  Lord  High  Admiral  and   Commi.s- 


*  Savage's  Winth.,  II.,  17S-9. 

+  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  158-60. 

That  acute  historian.  Palfrey,  recognizes  the  deep  significance  of  this  transaction. 
He  says : 

"The  next  step  showed  their  resolution,  their  capacity  for  business,  and  that  power  of 
theirs  which  it  had  been  thouglit  so  important  to  subdue."  "  They  succeeded  in  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  with  Canonicus,  Mixan  and  Pessicus  to  no  less  eflect  than  a  complete  cession 
of  the  Narragansett  people  and  territory,  unto  the  protection,  care  and  government  of  that 
worthy  and  royal  prince,  Charles,  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors forever." 

They  then  notified  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  of  this  cession,  and  "threatened 
them  with  the  vengeance  of  tlie  King  and  of  the  Mohawks  should  they  presume  to  inter- 
fere."    Palfrey's  Hist.  N.  K.,  II.,  136  7. 

By  this  transaction,  completed  within  forty  days  after  their  release  from  prison,  they  gave 
the  death-blow  to  the  usurpation  of  Massachusetts.  She  struggled  against  it  for  years ; 
through  the  changes  of  the  Civil  War— the  Commonwealth  and  the  Restoration— sent  in  her 
soldiers,—  annexed  the  country,  by  vote,  to  the  County  of  Sufl'olk,—  but  the  coveted  terri- 
tory she  never  secured. 

%  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  221. 


48  HHODK    ISLAM)    IlISTOUKAI,    SOCIETY, 

sioncrs  for  Foreign  riaiitatious,*  came  like  a  judgment  call. 
It  declared,  with  no  uncertain  sound, — "  We  find  the  tract 
of  land  called  Narragansett  Bay  wholly  without  the  hounds^of 
the  Massachusetts  Patent  ";  —  and  we  —  "  re(|uire  you  to  pei-- 
mit  and  suffer  the  pot  itionors  and  all  the  late  inhabitants  of 
Nari-agansctt  Bay,  with  their  families  and  all  such  as  shall 
hereafter  join  with  them,  fi'cely  and  quietly  to  live  and  plant 
upon  Shawomet,"  etc., —  "  without  extending  your  jurisdiction 
to  any  part  thereof,  or  othei'wisc  disquieting  in  their  con-, 
sciences,  or  civil  peace." 

"We  do  also  require,  that  you  do  suffer  the  said  Mr.  Gor- 
ton, Mr.  Holden,  Mr,  Greene  and  their  company  with  their 
goods  and  necessaries  to  pass  through  any  part  of  that  terri- 
tory which  is  under  your  jurisdiction,  towards  said  tract  of 
land  without  molestation,  any  former  sentence  of  expulsion, 
or  otherwise  notwithstanding." 

But  to  return  to  our  immediate  subject:  the  names  on  the 
seal  being  thus  accounted  for,  it  is  next  in  order  to  consider 
the  question  of  the  dates.  With  regard  to  these,  while  rec- 
ords are  infrequent,  and  dates  often  obscure  even  where 
records  are  found,  it  apj)ears  to  your  committee  that  "  the 
Board"  intended  in  lixing  the  dates,  to  specify  the  earliest 
ascertained  year  of  a  definite  i)urcha8e  by  the  English  for  set- 
tlement, or  of  the  actual  establishment  of  a  permanent  commu- 
uity  or  settlement,  within  each  of  the  three  several  divisions 
of  the  colony,  that  is.  Providence,  Rhode  Island  and  Warwick. 

As  to  Providence,  they  adopted  the  unquestioned  date  of 
Roger  Williams'  settlement  there,  in  1636,  "  two  years,"  as 
he  says,  "  before  a  deed  was  given."  f 

As  to  Rhode  Island,  they  adopted  the  date  of  1638,  tlie 
year  in  which  an  actual  settlement  was  made  on  the  island  at 
Pocasset,  now  Portsmouth, $  pursuant  to  the  compact  between 
the  settlers  there,  signed  previously  at  Providence. 

•  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  196  7. 

t  Deed  to  Roger  Williiims,  March  24,  16^7.     Staples'  Annals,  p.  26. 

t  Col.  Ucc,  I.,  52;  Arnold,  Hist.  It.  I.,  I.,  70,71  ;  Deed  of  K.  I.,  March  24,  1637. 
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As  to  Warwick,  they  ailoptod  the  date  of  1G42,  tlic  recorded 
date  of  John  Greene's  purchase,  and  of  Gorton's,  Greene's 
and  their  companions'  purchase,*  within  tlie  limits  of  War- 
wick. To  tliis  date  your  attention  is  especially  directed,  that 
you  may  decide  whctlier  it  is  right  or  wrong. 

When,  then,  was  the  earliest  purchase  for  a  settlement,  or 
first  actual  settlement  within  the  limits  of  historic  Warwick 
made?  —  meaning  by  Warwick,  the  territory  northerly  of 
Potowomut  River  and  southerly  and  outside  of  all  that  de- 
batable ground  (claimed  as  and  called  Providence),  involved 
in  tlie  Providence  purchase  of  "the  meadows  up  stream  with- 
out limits  "  on  the  Pawtuxet  River,  f 

Here,  happily,  on  the  tei-ritory  known  as,  and  called  War- 
wick, for  nigh  two  centuries  and  a  luilf,  nothing  seems  l)ett{!r 
established  tiian  that  the  first  purchase  by  the  English  in 
these  pai'ts  was  made  by  John  Greene,  to  whom  was  deeded 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  1642,  the  tract  of  land  called 
Occupessuatuxet,  by  Miantonomi,  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Narra- 
gansetts,  and  Sockononoco,  the  local  sachem  of  Pawtuxet. 

That  he  bought  it  for  a  settlement,  a  plantation  and  a  home, 
seems  abundantly  evident,  for  Judge  Staples  states  that  on 
the  25th  of  September,  1644,  he  was  actually  residing  theie.| 
How  much  earlier  he  had  established  himself  on  the  land 
does  not  appear.  lUit  he  and  his  family  held  it  as  a  home 
for  more  than  a  hundred  and  forty  years, and  there,  doubtless, 
he  himself  was,  as  certainly  successive  generations  of  his 
descendants  were,  laid  to  rest. 

This  John  Greene,  an  English  surgeon,  was  the  founder  of 
a  family  than  which  none  has  been  more  prominent  or  more 
honored  in  the  annals  of  the  State.  The  mention  of  a  few 
names  will  suffice.  It  gave  to  the  Colony  two  governors,  and  to 
the  State  a  lieutenant-governor  (all  named  William  CJreene), — 
to  this  Historical  Society  tw(j  presidents.  Albeit  Gorton 
Greene  and  Samuel  Greene  Arnold, —  to  the  aimy  of  the  Rev- 


K.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II..  253-4.        ■*■  Staples"  Annals  of  Providence,  pp.  36,  27. 
t  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  89. 

4 


50  KIIODK    JSLANl)    IIISTOUICAL    SOCIETY. 

olution  Colonel  Christopher  Greene  and  Majoi-Gencral  Na- 
thanael  Gi'eenc, —  and  to  the  United  States  forces,  in  th.e 
Rebellion,  Major-General  George  Sears  Greene  and  his  two 
gallant  sons.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  worthy  of  notice 
that  all  these,  Avithont  exception,  weio  also  lineal  descendants 
of  Samnel  Gorton. 

Now  Albert  Gorton  Greene,  who  designed  the  seal  of  the 
Society,  a  trustee  from  its  foundation,  and  vice-])resident  and 
])resident  for  twenty-five  years,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of 
this  John  Greene  as  well  as  of  Samuel  Gorton,  and  this  deed 
of  October  1,  1642,  having  been  preserved,  it  is  morally  cer- 
tain that  it  was  neither  overlooked  nor  disregarded  by  this 
most  active  and  influential  member  of  "the  Boaid,"  and  that 
he  was  perfectly  familiar  with  its  bounds  and  date. 

And  it  appeals  to  your  committee  that  these  well-estab- 
lished facts  attending  John  Greene's  purchase,  were  of  tiiem- 
selves  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  inscription  of  the  date  of 
1642  upon  the  seal  of  the  Society,  as  the  earliest  date  in  which 
"  Shawomct,'"^  alias  Warwick,"  first  began  to  pass  pcrmanenlly 
under  English  control. 

Jiut  further  than  all  this,  the  same  John  Gi-cene,  with  Sam- 
uel Gorton  and  othcis,  becanie  only  three  months  later, — viz.: 
on  the  12th  of  January,  1642,  as  the  deed  shows,  a  purchaser 
of  the  sachem-wick,  Shawomct,  or  what  is  commonly  called 
''  Old  Warwick."  This  is  the  record ;  this,  too,  was  well 
known  to  the  designer  of  the  seal,  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  both  deeds  were  a  part  of  one  plan,  that  of  October 
1st,  being  only  a  preliminary  acquisition  in  prospect  of  a  larger 
settlement  on  the  more  extensive  domain,  a  negotiation  for 
Avhich  would  naturally  occupy  more  time.  With  these  two 
records  before  us,  the  date  of  1642  on  each,  and  the  undoubted 
fact  that  settlement  followed  close  upon,  if  it  did  not  actually 
ante-date  each  deed,  what  is  there  to  invalidate  the  device 
"1642"  upon  the  seal,  and  on  what  ground  could  it  be  pro- 
nounced wrong  ?     The  only  reason  would  seem  to  be  : 


*  U.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  iiy. 
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1st.  That  by  "•  Sliawomet,"  tlie  Society  limited  itself  to 
consideration  of  tlio  Gorton  purchase  only,  which  your  com- 
mittee, for  reasons  already  stated,  are  assured  was  not  at  all 
their  view. 

2d.  That  the  date  of  the  Gorton  deed  (January  12,  1642), 
is  a  date  of  "  Old  Style." 

AdmittiufT  that  the  date  of  the  Gorton  deed  is  in  Old  Style, 
your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  should  not  lie  rejected  on 
that  account,  for  the  reason  that  if  the  John  Greene  deed  of 
the  previous  October,  wliich  is  without  any  objection  as  to  the 
"  Style,"  were  thrown  out  of  consideration,  the  seal  date  of 
1642,  as  the  date  of  the  limited  Sliawomet  purchase,  is  in  thcii" 
judgment  valid  and  properly  used. 

The  deed  to  Samuel  Gorton  and  others  specifics  "  January 
12th,  Anno  Domini,  1642,"  as  the  day  and  year  on  which 
Miantonomi  set  his  hand  thereto,  and  this  without  reference 
to  or  recognition  of  any"  Style,"  old  or  new,  or  the  possibility 
of  any  change.  The  deed  is  dated  in  accordance  with  Ijoth 
English  custom  and  English  law,  as  it  then  was  and  continued 
to  be  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  afterwai-d,  the  change  to 
New  Style*  not  being  authoi'ized  in  England  or  in  her  colonies 
till  1751,  nor  carried  into  effect  till,1752,-|-  a  hundred  and  ten 
years  after  the  deed  was  made,  when  more  than  three  gener- 
ations of  the  Greenes  and  Gortons  had  passed  away. 

Beyond  reasonal)le  question  the  legal  date,  as  well  as  the 
legal  record  of  the  Sliawomet  purchase,  was  January,  1642. 
The  legal  year  1643,  did  not  commence,  according  to  the  then 
mode  of  reckoning  with  all  English  people,  till  the  25th  of 
the  following  March,  so  that  the  action  of  the  Society  in 
affixing  to  their  seal  the  date  1642,  appears  to  your  commit- 
tee to  have  been  j)erfectly  competent  and  without  impeach- 
ment, even  if  it  wei'c  necessary,  as  it  is  not,  to  construe  that 
date  as  referring  to  the  settlement  of  the  sachem-wick  Shawo- 
met  alone. 


*  Act  34.,  George  II.,  C.  33,  1751.      Townsend's  Manual  of  Dales,  723-4.     Bailey's  Dic- 
tionary, London,  1749.     In  verb. 

t  January  i,  1752,  was   ihe  first  day  of  the   first    English   year  of  New  Style.  —  Act   24. 
Oeorge  II.,  C.  23,  1751. 
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The  propi'iety  and  legality  of  tliis  consti-uctioii  and  use  of 
dates,  is  curiously  coufiinied  hy  a  coutemporary  illustration, 
in  the  conspicuous  fact  that  the  Ordinance  of  the  P^nglish 
Parliament*  ci-eating-  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  Govcruor-in- 
Chief  of  all  the  islands  and  j)lantations  of  his  majesty's  sul)- 
jects  within  or  on  the  coasts  of  America,  together  witli  a  body 
of  Commissioners  to  assist  him  therein,  hears  date  and  was 
passed  '•  November  2d,  Anno  Domini  1643,"  while  the  Charter 
to  Providence  Plantations  made  four  months  afterward,  and,  as 
they  recite,  "  by  the  authority  of  the  said  Ordinance  of  Lords 
and  Commons,"  f  bears  date  March  14th,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  God  1643. J  However  inconsistent  in  modern  view  this 
(to  us)  inverted  succession  of  dates  may  apjjcar,  it  had  no 
such  aspect  to  the  men  of  those  early  days,  and  involves  no 
contradiction  in  fact. 

Indeed,  as  a  matter  of  legal  accuracy,  every  date  of  a  legal, 
civil,  or  ecclesiastical  character,  preceding  the  change  of  Style 
in  1752,  and  as  far  back  as  the  fourteenth  century,  should  l)0 
in  Old  Style. 

The  statement  of  the  double  date  (that  is  of  l)oth  Styles) 
between  1st  of  January  and  25th  of  March,  has  no  authority 
except  as  a  convenient  note  oi*  aid  to  memory,  for  the  benefit 
of  modern  readers,  in  ordei-  to  ))revent  confusion. § 

It  is  ini{)ortant,  however,  to  go  one  step  further  in  the 
examination  of  the  (piestion  before  us.  Not  a  month  had 
elapsed  after  the  deed  to  John  Greene  was  given,  when  the 
Massachusetts  sent  a  warranty  unto  Gorton,  Greene,  and  their 
companions,  to  command  appearance  at  their  courts,  and 
threatejiing  violence  unless  it  wei'C  obeyed.  The  effect  of 
this  wan-ant  or  summons,    entitled  "  Massachusetts   to    our 


*  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc   Coll.,  11.,  pp.  250-3. 

+  Biirtlett's  Col.  Records,  I.,  pp.  HS  <^- 

X  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  pp.  259-62. 

§  In  the  seventh  century  and  for  several  centuries  later,  the  year  began  in  England  on 
Christmas  day,  but  in  the  twelfth  century  the  Anglican  Church  commenced  the  year  on 
Annunciation,  or  I^ady-Day,  March  25th,  and  tliis  continued  until  the  adoption  of  the  Nevir 
Style. 

II  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  IT.,  pp.  52  3. 
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Neighbors  of  PruvidtMice,"  and  bearing  date,  October  28th, 
1642,  as  well  as  the  reply  to  it,  and  the  concomitant  events, 
wo  must  now  consider. 

This  summons,  sent  ])y  Governor  Winthrop  (through  the 
hands  of  his  agent,  William  Arnold),  was  received  by  Gorton 
and  his  friends,  to  use  Gorton's  own  words,  "before  wo 
planted  upon  that  tract  of  land  called  Shawomet."  * 

They  had  not,  therefore,  left  their  Providence-Pawtuxet 
homes  (near  Roger  Williams  Park),  as  late  as  the  close  of 
October,  1642. 

I>ut  this  summons,  following  so  soon  the  purchase  of  John 
Greene,  presaged,  as  Gorton  thought  and  as  ho  was  advised 
liy  others,  a  coming  struggle  l)y  the  Massachusetts  "to  take 
in  all  the  Narragansett  ]>ay  under  their  government  and 
jurisdiction."  The  impression  it  made  and  the  course  of  ac- 
tion adopted  under  this  threatening  prospect,  we  must  look 
to  Gorton  to  explain. 

[Je  says:  "This  warrant  being  delivered  to  us,  in  the  name 
of  '  the  Massachusetts,'!  we  took  into  serious  consideration, 
having  former  experience  abundantly,  of  their  unkind  and 
inhumane  dealing  with  us, yea  towards  our  wives,  and  children, 
when  ourselves  were  sometimes  in  banishments  and  sometimes 
in  prison  and  irons  (by  them)  before.^  We  thought  it  meet, 
for  the  preservation  of  our  peace,  together  with  that  compas- 
sion we  had  of  our  wives  and  little  ones,  to  leave  our  houses 
and  tlic  rest  of  our  labors  lying  near  unto  those  their  pre- 
tended subjects,  whom  we  saw  maliciously  bent,  and  to  remove 
ourselves  and  families  fui-theroiT  from  the  Massachusetts, and 
such  tlieir  coatljutors  being  then  amongst  us.  For  we  saw 
that  they  did  not  only  endeavor  to  take  away  our  livelihood, 


•  R.  I.  Hist  Soc.  Coll.,  11.,  p.  S3. 

:  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  pp.  S4-S. 

J  '*  The  absorption  of  sacerdotal,  political  and  juridical  functions  by  a  single  class  pro- 
duces an  arbitrary  despotism  ;  and  before  judges  greedy  of  earthly  dominion,  flushed  by  a 
sense  of  power,  unrestrained  by  rules  of  law  or  evidence,  and  unopposed  by  a  resolute  and 
courageous  bar.  trials  must  become  little  more  than  conventional  forms,  precursors  of 
predetermined  puiiishmen  s  " — Adams'  "  Kmancipation  of  Massachusetts,"  2gi. 
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but  intended  to  take  away  onr  lives  also,  in  case  they  could 
find  a  way  to  satisfy  the  country  in  doing  of  such  an  act  and 
execution,  for  we  never  had  accusation  brought  in  against  us, 
but  wluit  rose  from  the  magistrates  and  the  ministers;  *  for 
we  walked  so  as  to  do  no  man  wrong,  only  justified  the  causf; 
of  our  religion,  as  we  had  learned  and  received  the  pi'inciplos 
tliereof  before  we  went  amongst  them  ;  as  also  the  Laws  and 
Government  of  this  Kingdom  of  England,  unto  which  we 
ever  willingly  acknowledged  ourselves  to  be  loyal  subjects ; 
and  therefore  could  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  entrenched  upon 
by  our  fellotv-subjects,  further  tlian  the  '  Laws  of  our  King  and 
State  do  allow.'  "  f 

Gorton  continues:  $  "We  removed  ourselves  into  another 
part  of  the  Narragansett  Bay,  further  from  the  Massachusetts, 
and  where  none  of  the  English  nor  other  nations  had 
anything  to  do,  only  Lidians,  tiie  true  natives,  of  whom  we 
bought  a  parcel  of  land,  called  Shawomot,  not  only  of  Mian- 
tonomi  chief  Sachem,  or  Prince  of  those  parts  of  tlie  Countiy, 
but  also  with  the  free  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  tJKi 
place," — and,"  Plainly  perceiving  that  the  drift  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts, and  those  joined  with  them,  was  not  only  to  take  the 
whole  country  of  the  English  plantations  into  their  jurisdic- 
tion, but  also  to  establish  what  way  of  religion  themselves 
thought  fit,  to  the  taking  away  not  only  of  goods,  but  lives 
also,  of  such  as  were  otherwise  minded,  we  made  answer  unto 
the  writing  they  had  sent  unto  us,  on  this  wise:  —  which  an- 
swer was  made  upon  our  removal  from  Mooshawset,  otiierwisc 
called  Providence,  to  Shawomety  § 

This  answer  is  dated,  "  Mooshawset,  November  the  20, 
1642,"  and  that  there  might  be  no  miscarriage  or  delay,  was 

*  Dr.  Palfrey  says  :  "  The  Clergy  maintained  their  rule  with  great  sagacity  and  energy ; 
though  excluded  from  secular  affairs  they  constituted  in  some  sort  a  separate  estate, 
which,  unelected  —  a  bench  above  and  irresponsible  to  law  —  was  summoned  to  decide  in 
all  cases  of  importance,  involving  the  highest  questions  of  liberty  and  life  itself" 

IR.  I.  Hist.  See.  Coll.,  II.,  rp   545. 

]  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll..  II.,  pp.  59-60. 

§  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  60. 
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delivered  into  tlie  liaiids  of  Govcnior  Wiiitlirop  by  a  special 
messenger."  When  carefully  examined  it  sheds  much  light 
on  the  Shavvomet  purchase  and  the  proceedings  preliminary 
thereto.  In  reply  to  the  objections  urged  by  "  the  Bay " 
against  the  purchase  of  Indian  lands,  he  saystf  "To  our 
neighbors  of  the  Massachusetts  " — "  In  that  you  tell  us  we 
offer  wrong  (to  the  natives)  by  a  pretended  purchase,  you  ai-e 
as  much  mistaken  in  the  purchase  as  in  the  wrong,  for  it  is 
ris^hl  that  we  are  about  to  do.  Neither  is  our  |)urchase  a  [)vq- 
ience,  hut  precedential  &c.,"  (i.  e.,  they  had  an  agreement  for 
the  lands  precedent  to  any  formal  deed).  He  then  repudiates 
the  Massachusetts'  claim  of  a  right  in  their  clients  of  Paw- 
tuxet  "by  conquest,"  or  "four  yeai's'  possession,"  "their  pos- 
session being  a  mere  intrusion,  as  all  the  natives  know"  for 
"  the  true  owners  were  never  yet  subdued."  He  then  ex- 
plains the  position  more  fully,  saying,  "But  we  profess  right 
[i.  e.,  title]  held  in  no  such  interest,  but  according  to  the 
ground  of  Covenant  only  known  in  its  nature  in  tlie  parties 
twixt  whom  it  is  plight,  in  the  possessor  and  the  possessed, 
arising  from  their  accord  and  concuriency  together  with  their 
distinct,  harmonical,  reciprocal  and  joint  properties  and  op- 
erations of  them  l)oth."  "Such  is  the  tentn-e  that  we  hold, 
and  maintain  it  before  men  and  angels,  and  oppose  [/.  e., 
defend]  it  against  men  and  devils."  "j: 


*  Sa^-age's  Winthrop,    II.,  p.  174. 

t  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll..  II.,  60. 

Elsewhere  he  says  :  "  Our  Countrymen,  for  we  cannot  but  call  you  so,  though  we 
find  your  carriage  to  be  so  far  worse  than  these  Indians."— R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.    II.,  84. 

Even  their  own  brethren,  the  founders  of  Connecticut,  who  had  gone  100  miles  into  the 
wilderness  from  them,  experienced  their  tyranny.  Roger  Williams  writes  :  —  "  That  heav- 
enly man,  Mr.  Haynes.  Governor  of  Connecticut,  though  he  pronounced  the  sentence  of 
my  long  banishment  against  me,  at  Cambridge,  then  Newtown,  yet  said  to  me,  in  his  own 
house  at  Hartford,  being  then  in  some  difference  with  the  Bay;  "I  think  Mr.  Williams 
I  must  now  confess  to  you  that  the  most  wise  God  hath  provided  and  cut  out  this  part  of  his 
world  for  a  refuge  and  receptacle  for  all  sorts  of  consciences."  "  I  am  now  under  a  cloud 
and  my  brother  Hooker,  with  the  Bay,  as  you  have  been  ;  we  have  removed  from  them  thus 
far,  and   yet  they    are   not    satisfied ''— Letters   of   Roger   Williams.   Narr.   Club,   Vol. 

VI.,  344  5- 

•' The  Connecticut  settlers  did  not  adopt,  in  their  own  settlement,  that  radical  feature  of 
the  social  system  of  Massachusetts  which  founded  the  civil  franchise  on  church-member- 
ship." —  Palfrev,  Hist.  N.  E.,  I.,  447. 

t  R.  1.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  11.,  pp.  05-66. 
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This  answer,  as  stated,  bears  date  November  20tli,  1642, 
and  seems  clearly  to  indicate,  that  though  the  formal  deed  of 
conveyance  had  not  then  passed,  the  territory  to  be  deeded, 
the  principal  terms,  covenants  and  conditions  of  the  purchase, 
had  already  been  settled,  and  the  right  of  use  and  possession 
acquired;  audit  conlirms  the  supposition  that  the  purchase 
of  Occupessuatuxet  by  John  Greene  was  but  a  first  step 
towards  the  |)rincii)al  pui'chase  of  Shawoinet  by  Gorton  and 
Greene  with  their  companions. 

These  views  are  confirmed  by  the  analogous  statements  and 
proceedings  of  Roger  Williams  as  to  his  own  purchase,  who 
says  : '"  "  1,  in  the  years  1634  and  1635,  had  several  treaties 
with  Conanicusse  &  Miantonome,  the  Chief  Sachems  of  the 
Narragansetts,  and  in  the  end,  purchased  of  them  the  lands 
and  meadows  upon  the  two  fresh  rivers,  called  Mooshassick 
and  Wanasquatucket.  The  two  Sachems  iiaving  by  a  Deed, 
under  their  hands  dated  March  24th  1637,t  two  years  aftei- 
the  sale  thereof,  established  and  confirmed  the  bounds  of 
these  lands  fi-om  the  river  and  fields  of  Pawtuckqut  and  the 
great  hill  of  Ncotaconconitt  on  the  North  West,  and  the  town 
of  Mashapauge  on  the  West,"  etc.,  etc.  "  1,  having  made  a 
covenant  of  peaceable  neighborhood  with  all  the  Sachems  and 
natives  around  about  us,  and  having  a  sense  of  God's  merciful 
l)rovidence  unto  mo  in  my  distress,  called  the  place  Provi- 
dence." 

This  deed  of  Canonicns  and  Miantonomi  to  Roger  Williams 
bearing  date  24th  of  March,  1637,  the  last  day  of  the  year,  is  the 
earliest  conveyance  in  the  records  of  Providence.  Staples 
says,:|:  "  It  is  probable  that  the  sale  two  years  previous,  to  Roger 
Williams  was  a  verbal  one — and  that  this  deed  of  24th  March, 
1637,  is  a  confirmation  of  the  precedent  grant,  or  rather  n 
declaration  of  the  bounds  of  the  land  conveyed  by  it. 

Now  Gorton  though  bold  and  persistent,  with  all  the  cour- 


♦  staples'  Annals,  pp.  30,  31. 

t  Same  dale  witli  tlie  Deed  of  Aquidiieck. 
J  Annals  of  Providenee,  |)p.  26-7. 
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age  of  liis  convictions,  and  awake  to  tlic  coming  conflict  with 
"  the  Bay,"  was  a  man  of  peace,  a  sincere  follower  of  his 
Divine  Master,^^  and  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  at  once  his 
house  and  property  on  the  Pawtuxet  purchase,  to  gain  that 
peace  and  independence  which  were  to  him  more  dear.  His 
purpose  was  clear,  his  plans  were  made,  and  lie  doubtless  im- 
proved the  time  between  tiie  summons  and  his  reply  to  close 
any  unsettled  question  in  his  covenants  and  treaty  with  Mian- 
lonomi.  Tiien,  alive  to  the  power  which  possession  gives,  and 
urged  by  the  approach  of  winter,  he  dispatches  his  "  Reply," 
to  Governor  Winthrop,  declaring  their  rightful  claims  and 
rej)udiating  any  and  all  jurisdiction  of  the  Massachusetts.  At 
the  same  time  he  does  not  delay  a  moment  in  the  work  of  push- 
ing forward  witli  his  companions,  and  taking  actual  posses- 
sion ;  planting  themselves  in  a  wilderness  in  which  no  white 
man  or  subject  of  the  Massachusetts  stood,  and  fortifying 
their  claims  in  the  January  following  by  a  formal  deed,  which 
implies  previous  possession,  in  the  fact  that  it  was  "  enacted 
tjpon  the  above-said  parcell  of  land,"  as  well  as  from  other 
tei'ms  of  the  conveyance.!  That  Gorton  and  his  company 
had  thus  taken  possession  of  Shawomet  some  time  before  the 
date  of  the  deed,  is  made  not  merely  probable  by  this  declaration 
and  the  facts  and  circumstances  referred  to,  but  must  be  in- 
ferred from  liis  formal  statement,  "  We  made  answer  unto  tiie 
writing  they  had  sent  unto  us,  on  this  wise  ;  which  answer 
was  made  vpon  our  removal  from  Mooshawset,  otherwise 
called  Providence,  to  "  Shawomet,"  %  and  the  time  of  this  an- 
swer is  distinctly  given  as  "November  the  20th,  1642." 

Not  only  is  this  language  explicit  as  to  this  time  of  their  re- 

*  "  In  England,  through  importunity,  1  was  persuaded  to  speak  the  Word  of  God  pub- 
licly in  divers  and  eminent  places  as  any  were  then  in  London."  "  I  was  invited  to  speak 
ill  the  presence  of  such  as  had  the  title  of  Excellency  [Cromwell  d)]  and  lovingly  em . 
braced,  wherever  I  came,  in  the  Word  uttered,  with  the  most  eminent  Christians  in  the 
place,  etc.,  etc."     Gorton's  Letter  to  Nathaniel  Morton.     R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  147. 

t  The  language  of  Miantonomi  is  — "  I  say  I  have  sold  it  and  possession  of  it  given  unto 
the  men  aforesaid."     R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll  ,  II.,  253-4. 

t  R.  I.  Hist   Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  60. 

O)  Carlyle'B  Crumwell,  1.,  177-188,  etc. 
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moval,  but  lie  also  places  it  in  direct  contrast  with  his  previ- 
ous statement  that  the  warrant  from  Massachusetts  of  28 
Septcnil)cr,  1642,  came  "  before  we  planted  upon  that  tract  of 
land  called  '  Shawomet,'  "*  and  with  his  subsequent  statement, 
that  the  warrant  of  Sei)teinber  12th,  1643,  was  the  first"  aftrr 
our  removal  unto  and  planting  upon  our  land  at  .Shawomet."  t 

He  thus  gives  a  time  before^  a  time  after  and  the  time  upon 
which  the  removal  to  Shawomet  took  place,  and  this  not  in 
casual  statements,  but  as  specific  points  in  his  arraignment  of 
the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay — "  a  more  particular 
and  full  relation,"  ^  as  he  calls  it,  than  could  be  embodied 
in  his  formal  apj)cal  to  the  Crown. 

The  evidence  thus  seems  quite  clear,  that  Gorton  and  his 
company,  in  November,  1642,  removed    from   the  Pawtuxet 
purchase  to  Shawomet.     The  statement  in  each  case  is  equally 
exact,  and  all  have  the  accuracy  and  unquestioned  truthful 
ness§  of  Gorton  for  their  support. 

The  confidence  of  your  Committee  in  these  conclusions  is 
confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  since  the  foregoing  was  written, 

*  R  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  Si- 

+  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc,  Coll.  II.,  p.  95. 

X  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  p.  25. 

§  Samuel  Eddy,  late  Chief  Justice  of  Rhode  Island,  and  many  years  Secretary  of  State, 
says  :  "  I  have  read,  I  believe,  almost  every  word  that  is  legible  of  the  Record  of  this  Col- 
ony from  its  first  settlement  till  after  the  death  of  Gorton." 

"  From  the  first  establishmentof  government  [in  R.  I.,]  he  was  almost  constantly  in  office 
and  during'  a  long  life  there  is  no  instance  of  record,  to  my  knowledge,  of  any  reproach  or 
censure  cast  upon  him." 

"  This  can  hardly  be  said  o<  any  other  settler  of  the  Colony  of  any  standing." 

"  It  was  this  fact  that  fixed  my  opinion  of  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  and  the  up- 
rightness of  his  character." 

"  It  would  be  a  remarkable  fact  that  a  man  should  be  an  enemy  to  magistracy,  to  religion, — 
in  short,  a  bad  man,  —  and  yet  should  constantly  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-towns 
men  and  receive  the  highest  honors  in  their  gift." 

Savage's  Winthrop,   II.,  70-71,  Ed.  1853. 

R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  No.  XVII.,  pp.  5-8. 

Thomas  Durfee,  Chief  Justice  of  Rhode  Island,  says  :  "The  list  of  the  earlier  judges  in- 
eludes,  along  with  the  names  of  many  forgotten  worthies,  the  historic  names  of  Roger  W  il- 
liams,  John  Clarke,  William  Coddington,  and  Samuel  Gorton." 

R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  XVIII.,  10. 

Dr.  George  E.  Ellis,  while  commending  his  "honest  and  noble  independence,"  says: 
"  His  correspondence  with  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in  his  old  age,  as  given  in  the  Winthrop 
Papers,  presents  him  in  a  most  charming  light." 
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they  find  that  the  late  Chief  Justice  Brayton,iii  his  "  Defence 
of  Gorton,"*  fixes  the  terniiiiation  of  Gorton's  residence  at 
Pavvtuxct  on  tlie  20th  of  November,  1042,  thus  givlni:^  the 
sauie  construction  your  Committee  have  given  to  Gorton's 
hmguage.  The  reasonableness  of  the  construction  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  it  was  in  each  case  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  the  other. 

Judge  Brayton  also  says,  "  In  the  beginning  of  the  winter 
of  1642-3,  tlsey  took  up  their  abode  at  Shawomet  and  prepared 
themselves  for  the  coming-  winter,  and  before  the  expiration 
of  sixty  days  received  their  conveyance  from  Miantonomi  and 
set  down  upon  their  own  purchased  possession."  These  sixty 
days  must  have  been  reckoned  between  13th  of  November,  1642, 
and  12th  of  January,  1642-8,  following,  and  this  statement, 
though  somewhat  incongruous  in  its  use  of  the  term  "  winter," 
would  place  their  removal  to  Shawomet  either  the  last  part  of 
November,  or  very  early  in  December ;  at  all  events,  within  the 
year  1642. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  of 
the  main  facts  which  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows, 
viz.: 

1st.  That  by  the  name  Shawomet  on  the  seal,  was  intended 
the  whole  of  Warwick  as  representing  the  western  division  of 
the  State,— 

2d.  That  John  Greene  had  taken  Occupessuatuxet,  (in 
Warwick,)  for  a  home  and  settlement  by  a  formal  deed  as 
early  as  the  first  of  October,  1642, — 

3d.  That  "  Old  Style  "  being  legal  English  Style,  at  the 
period  in  question,  we  are  bound  to  accept  the  date  of  Gor- 
ton's deed  of  the  12th  of  January,  1642,  as  a  legal  and  unim- 
peachable date, —  and 

4th.  That  we  have  the  written  statement  of  Gorton  him- 
self, that  the  "Reply  "  to  their  "  Neighbors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts," of  November  20,  1642,  was  made  "  upon  the  time  of 
their  removal  to  Shawomet," — 

•  R.  I.  Hist.  Tracts,  Defence  of  Gorton,  p  74. 
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Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  not  only  John 
Greene  but  also  Samuel  Gorton  and  his  companions,  became 
actual  settlers  within  "ShawometaZms  Warwick,"*  in  the  year 
1642,  and  that  whether  one  holds  to  "Old  Style"  or  to 
"  New  Style,"  there  is  no  good  or  sufficient  reason  to  question 
the  propriety  or  truthfulness  of  the  devices  or  dates  on  the 
seal  of  tlie  Society,  or  for  advising-  or  adopting  any  change 
therein. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LY,        I 
LAND,  S 


WILLIAM  D.  ELY, 
JOHN  A.  HOWL 


CommiUee. 


Providence,  October  i,   1SS7. 


«  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  II.,  217. 
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Ariel  Ballou,  ^M.  D.,was  the  son  of  Deacon  Ariel  and 
Edilda  (Tower)  Ballou,  and  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
Oct.  25,  1805. 

He  performed  faithful  service  on  his  father's  farm  durino^ 
his  minority.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  developed  a  taste 
for  learning,  and  gave  all  his  spare  time  to  his  studies.  When 
seventeen  years  old,  lie  spent  six  months  in  the  private  school 
of  Rev.  Abiel  Fisher,  of  Bellingham,  Mass.  From  this  time 
he  taught  in  district  schools  during  the  winter,  and  prose- 
cuted his  studies  under  difficulties.  Soon  after  he  attained 
his  majority,  he  was  principal  of  the  Academy  on  Cumber- 
land Hill,  where  his  first  compensation  for  services  was  re- 
ceived. Here  he  found  a  valued  friend  in  the  person  of 
Aaron  White,  Esq.,  a  well-educated  lawyer,  who  advised  him 
to  give  up  the  idea  of  a  collegiate  course,  and  apj)ly  himself 
at  once  to  the  study  of  medicine. 

This  he  did,  first  with  Dr.  Cullen  Lamb,  of  Cumberland, 
R,  I.  He  was  next  a  student  witli  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of 
Providence  ;  spent  four  months  in  the. Berkshire  Medical  In- 
stitute at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  subseciucntly  he  ])assed  a  year 
under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber,  of  Mendon,  JIass, 
He  then  studied  and  practiced  four  months  with  Dr.  Hiram 
Allen,  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  He  was  then  a  student  with 
Prof.  D.  W.  Wells,  in  the  Maine  Medical  School,  connected 
with  Bowdoin  College.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  time 
spent  in  this  school,  he  was  assistant  anatomist,  and  also  re- 
ceived the  flattering  offer  of  the  Professorship  of  Anatomy 
iu  the  Vermont  Medical  School  at  Burlington,  which  he  was 
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oblipjed  to  decline.  Having  finislied  liis  studies  with  credit 
in  May,  1830,  he  returned  to  Woonsockct  in  July,  and  in  tlie 
following  September,  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He 
practiced  his  profession  in  Woonsocket  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  where  he  had  a  wide  field  and  an  extensive  practice 
for  more  than  fifty -five  years,  or  till  his  eightietli  year.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  thesis  on  Lactation,  whicii  was  published 
in  the  3fedical  Journal  about  the  year  1850,  and  was  copied 
extensively  in  European  journals.  He  was  President  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  during  the  years  1855-56,  and 
lias  ever  since  been  one  of  its  censors.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Woonsocket  Hospital,  and  a  leading  trustee  of 
the  Harris  Institute,  from  their  organization,  and  rendered 
them  efficient  service.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Maine  Medical  Association,  and  he  made  his  last  medical 
visit  at  Portland  in  June,  1885.  In  political  and  civil  affairs, 
he  was  a  Democrat  of  the  loyal  and  progressive  wing.  From 
1842  to  1852,  he  was  most  of  the  time  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Legislature,  in  either  the  lower  or  the  upper 
house,  and  introduced  the  bill  abolishing  capital  punishment, 
which  became  a  law. 

In  the  People's  Constitutional  Convention,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  through  the 
ensuing  agitation  he  adhered  to  Governor  Dorr  and  the  de- 
feated [)ai'ty  without  losing  the  respect  of  high-minded  oppon- 
ents. 

In  1879  he  was  again  elected  to  the  state  senate  from  the 
new  town  of  Woonsocket.  In  1852  was  one  of  the  Rhode 
Island  electors.  He  was  a  strong  and  devoted  friend  of  the 
public  schools,  and  for  seventeen  years  was  on  the  school 
board  of  his  native  town. 

He  was  prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
was  initiated  and  became  a  Master  Mason  in  Morning  Star 
Lodge,  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  in  the  3'ear  1826.  Was  Worship- 
ful Master  of  that  Lodge  after  its  removal  to  Woonsocket, 
from  1848  to  1853,  afterwards  serving  several  years   as  its 
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Treasurer.  From  18G1  to  1865  he  was  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  for  Rhode  Ishxiid.  He  became  a  Royal  Arch  ^lason 
in  1858,  and  rose  from  one  office  to  another  till  elected,  in 
1861,  Grand  Hij^h  Priest  of  the  state  chapter,  continuing  in 
that  office  till  1864,  and  joined  the  Woonsocket  encampment 
of  Knights-Templars  in  1867. 

The  interest  which  Dr.  Ballon  had  in  Fiee  Masonry  was  not 
measured  by  its  merely  technical  features,  but  went  out  alojig 
the  lines  of  its  social,  moral,  and  benevolent  manifestations, 
disposing  him  to  promote  its  efficacy  in  these  directions.  He 
was  always  the  high-minded,  public-spirited  citizen,  the  Christ- 
ian gentleman.  In  religion,  he  was  a  conscientious,  devout, 
and  exemplary  Episcopalian,  for  many  years  a  member  and 
warden  of  St.  James  Church,  in  Woonsocket. 

He  rose  to  distinction  in  his  profession,  in  public  life,  and 
in  the  various  spheres  of  activity  which  he  honored  by  persist- 
ent, indomitable  force  of  will  in  the  pursuit  of  his  ol)ject,  and 
byhisunswerving  moral  integrity.  Briefly,  he  was  an  intellect- 
ual, judicial,  self-poised,  'Courageous,  high-toned  man.  His  tall 
form  (over  six  feet)  and  his  dignified  man/ier  made  him  a 
marked  man  on  the  street  or  in  a  public  assembly,  and  he  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten  in  this  community. 

He  married,  Sept.  11,  1832,  Hannah  Horton,  daughter  of 
Barnabas  and  ^lary  (Morse)  Horton,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
who  died  Nov.  14,  1873,  and  had  five  children,  two  of  whom 
survive  him :  Annah,  who  resides  in  Providence,  and  Laura, 
who  married  Dr.  Daniel  M.  Edwards,  of  Woonsocket. 

Dr.  Ballon  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  profession  till  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  loth  of  ' 
July,  1887,  aged  81  years,  8  months,  and  21  days.  His  funeral 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
solemnized  at  the  house  in  Providence  where  he  was  residing 
with  one  of  his  daughters,  the  M.  AV.  Grand  Master,  the  Rev. 
W.  N.  Ackley,  officiating,  and  the  burial  was  at  the  cemetery 
at  Woonsocket,  where  he  was  laid  away  to  rest  by  his  Masonic 
brethren  with  Masonic  honors. 
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He  was  a  resident  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society  for  man}'  years,  manifestinj^  a  lively  interest  in  its 
objects  and  proceedings.  He  Avas  also  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Edward  Thompson  Caswell,  M.  1).,  died  at  his  home  in 
this  city,  April  17,  1887.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  Alexis  Caswell,  d.  d.,  ll.  d.,  professor  and  president  in 
Brown  University.  His  mother  was  Esther  Lois  Caswell, 
dau<''hter  of  Mr.  Edward  Thomp.son.  He  was  born  here  Sept. 
11,  1838,  and  was  nearly  fifty-four  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He  was  matriculated  at  Brown  University  in  1849, 
was  graduated  with  honor  in  1853.  For  a  time  uncertain  in 
regard  to  his  professional  course,  he  finally  decided  to  study 
medicine  and  was  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Philadelphia  in  1859.  For  a  time  he  was  a  student  in 
the  office  of  the  late  Abraham  H.  Okie,  m.  d.  In  1861  he  went 
abroad  for  further  study,  remaining  i)rincii)ally  in  Vienna,  till 
the  autumn  of  1868.  ^  About  a  year  after  he  took  the  office 
long  occupied  by  that  eminent  physician,  Lewis  L.  Miller,  and 
began  his  successful  career  as  a  practitioner  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  which  ended  only  at  his  death.  At  about  the  same 
time  he  was  married  to  Annie  Bowman,  daughter  of  Mr.  Aus- 
tin Baldwin,  of  New  York  City,  who,  with  six  children,  sur- 
vives him. 

Dr.  Caswell  was  a  well-educated  physician,  always  keeping 
abreast  with  the  best  literature  of  his  profession.  He  came 
into  considerable  practice  and  profited  by  it  for  his  own  im- 
provement. He  was  an  expert  surgeon,  and  did  much  good  ser- 
vice in  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital.  He  had  been  president  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society.  He  had  published  addresses  made  in  liis 
official  position,  as  well  as  other  medical  tracts,  and  showed  a 
literary  capacity  quite  equal  to  his  scientific  attainment. 

In  fact,  Dr.  Caswell  was  no  narrow  professionalist.  He 
connected  himself  with  this  Society  in   1874,  and  while  not 
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devoting  himself  to  any  special  historical  inquiries,  he  had 
comprehensive  and  catholic  tastes  which  interested  him  in 
all  good  learning.  His  temper  was  critical,  often  to  fastidious- 
ness. He  had  the  advantage  of  good  early  training,  and  its 
atmosphere  remained  with  him.  His  urbanity  and  courtesy 
made  him  an  agreeable  companion  and  guest,  while  he  made 
liis  home  attractive  witli  a  gracious  hospitality.  In  his  early 
days  he  joined  the  First  Baptist  Church,  the  church  of  his 
honored  father,  though  in  later  life  passing  into  the  ICpiscopal 
Communion,  but  in  both  holding  and  avowing  the  faith  which 
was  his  solace  in  the  inevitable  hour  when  he  saw  that  he 
must  relinquish  all  earthly  hopes  and  labors,  for  he  was 
smitten  by  an  incurable  disease,  which  notified  him  a  year 
beforehand  that  the  end  was  coming,  and  he  who  had  fought 
against  death  so  often  for  others  had  to  muster  his  fortitude 
and  faith  to  meet  the  coming  enemy  for  himself.  These  did 
not  fail,  and  his  end  was  peace. 

Edward  Thompson  Caswell  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  Rev, 
Dr.  AlexisCaswell, President  of  Brown  University,and  of  Esther 
liois  (Thompson)  Caswell.  He  was  born  in  Providence,  Sept- 
11,  1833.  He  was  a  pupil  of  the  Providence  High  School,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1853.  After  a  little  time 
spent  in  business  pursuits,  he  studied  medicine  in  Providence, 
and  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
took  his  medical  degree  in  1859.  He  afterward  spent  about 
three  years  in  Europe,  chiefly  at  Berlin  and  Vienna,  follow- 
ing medical  and  surgical  courses  in  the  great  hospitals,  and 
giving  particular  attention  to  novel  and  special  methods  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment.  Returning  from  Europe  during  the 
Civil  War,  he  was,  for  a  short  time,  in  government  service  at 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  other  j)laccs. 

In  1863,  he  began  practice  in  Providence,  soon  entering  into 
])artnership  with  the  eminent  surgeon,  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Miller. 
After  Dr.  Miller's  death,  he  continued  practice  at  the  same 
office  till  the  year  1884.     He  Ijccame  widely  and  most  favor- 
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ablj  known  as  physician  and  sni-geon  in  tlie  city  and  tlironi>li- 
out  the  state,  and  was  called  to  perform  important  suri^icnl 
operations.  In  this  department  of  his  profession,  conscien- 
tious and  faithful  care  and  application  led  him  to  an  excellence 
beyond  that  which  consists  in  brilliant  dexterity  or  mechani- 
cal ingenuity.  He  gained  special  repute  in  certain  new,  or 
recently  improved  surgical  procedures.  He  kept  a  full  recoi'd 
of  all  his  surgical  operations. 

When  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  was  opened  in  October, 
1868,  Dr.  Caswell  was  appointed  one  of  the  visiting  surgeons 
and  he  retained  that  office  till  his  death.  Besides  his  long 
and  faithful  attendance,  he  benefited  the  institution  in  many 
ways.  It  was  mainly  by  his  efforts  that  a  library  was  estab- 
lished for  the  use  of  the  staff,  well  supplied  with  important 
practical  modern  works.  He  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Medi- 
cal Society  in  1863,  and  contributed  many  valuable  papers  to 
its  transactions.  Few  members  of  that  Society,  if  any,  have 
done  more  to  elevate  its  character  and  increase  its  usefulness. 
He  was  its  president  for  two  years  (1878-1880).  He  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  one  special 
aim  of  which  was  to  promote  a  higher  standard  of  medical 
education;  he  was  its  president  in  1881. 

Dr.  Caswell  was  an  industrious  writer.  For  eight  years, 
1863-75  inclusive,  lie  prepared  the  state  reports  on  the  regis- 
tration of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  embodying  important 
contributions  to  vital  statistics  and  the  history  of  popula- 
tion. 

In  1866  he  published  a  translation  from  the  German,  of 
Semeleder's  Treatise  on  Laryngoscopy^  or  the  art  of  looking 
round  a  corner  into  the  larynx  and  wind-pipe.  His  Addresses 
Before  the  Alumni  of  Jefferson  Medical  College  (1879),  and 
as  President  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  Reform  in  Med- 
ical Education  (1881)  ;  and  three  discourses  before  the  R.  I. 
Medical  Society  (1875,  1879,  and  1880)  were  all  published. 
He  wrote  frequently  for  medical  journals,  reviewing  books 
and  furnishing  summaries  and  statistics  of  hospital  practice. 
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Ilis  last  public  address  was  delivered  at  the  Coininenceinenfc 
of  Brown  University,  1886,  on  the  presentation  of  a  portrait 
of  Professor  Lincoln,  from  pupils  and  friends;  a  gift  which 
Dr.  Caswell  had  been  active  in  procuring.  He  was  a  man  of 
cultivated  literary  taste,  and  a  student  of  the  fine  arts  and 
their  history.     He  was  much  interested  in  music. 

His  last  illness  dated  from  November,  1885,  and  made 
mucjj  progress  while  he  was  still  in  active  practice.  He  knew 
its  fatal  character,  and  contemplated  its  course  with  calm  cour- 
age and  Christ ian  faith.  It  was  a  tumor  of  the  liver.  He 
died  April  IT,  1887.  'In  18(35,  he  married  Annie,  daughter 
of  Austin  Baldwin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  who  with  si.K  children 
survives  him.  In  the  course  of  his  practice  he  made  several 
visits  to  Europe ;  the  last  in  1886,  when  he  consulted  eminent 
British  pliysicians  for  his  malady.  He  joined  this  Society  in 
1874. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnabas  Benton  Hammond  was  born 
on  what  is  now  the  well-known  Pell  farm,  in  Esopus,  on  the 
Hudson,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  4,  1825.  His  father  was 
Henry  Hammond,  and  his  mother  was  Loraine  Gorham,  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  a  first  cousin  of  the  Rev.  John  Pierpont, 
whose  nephews  are  the  well-known  bankers  of  Loudon  and  New 
York,  J.  S.  and  J.  Pierpont  Morgan.  He  was  in  early  life 
cast  on  his  own  resources  and  he  began  his  career  as  clerk  in  a 
judge's  office  at  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  in  the  office  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
being  one  of  thoir  most  trusted  accountants.  Induced  to 
leave  that  situation  by  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  and 
enter  his  employment,  Mr.  Hammond  came  to  Providence  in 
1858,  where  two  years  later,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar. 

During  the  late  Rebellion  he  patriotically  responded  to  tlic 
call  of  duty,  and  accepted  a  commission  from  the  President,  as 
major  in  the  Paymaster's  Department,  in  which  he  rendered 
much  arduous  service  for  more  than  two  years  and  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  in  paying  off  the  Army  of  the  James  and  sev- 
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cral  of  the  armies  in  the  West.  Many  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  were  disbursed  by  him  in  this  position,  and  more 
than  once  he  has  stated  with  justifiable  pride  that  never  was 
a  dollar  stop[)ed  on  any  of  his  accounts,  and  that  there  was 
never  tlie  discrepancy  of  a  i)enny.  His  fidelity  was  recognized 
by  the  jiovcrnment,  and  he  was  brevetted  lieutenant-colonel  of 
volunteers  for  his  meritorious  services.  Many,  even  of  those 
who  knew  him  well,  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  a  major  and  brevet  lieutenant-colonel  during- 
the  Civil  War,  as  his  modesty  often  kept  him  from  assuming 
positions  in  military  circles  that  many  with  far  less  claims 
did  not  hesitate  to  aspire  to.  The  Wednesday  evening  before 
he  died  he  was  elected  chaplain  of  Slocum  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  to 
succeed  the  late  John  F.  Walker,  whose  then  recent  sudden 
death  so  shoi-tly  preceded  his  own. 

Colonel  Hammond  practiced  law  in  Providence  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  so  acceptably  that  he  I'arcly 
or  never  lost  a  client.  As  a  negotiator  he  had  few  equals, 
and  he  prol)ably  settled  more  estates  as  assignee,  or  by  com- 
promise without  the  necessity  of  an  assignment,  than  any  man 
that  ever  lived  in  Rhode  Island.  His  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
bankruptcy  was  remarkable,  and  no  one  in  this  state  con- 
ducted so  many  petitions  under  the  United  States  Bankrupt  Law 
of  1867  as  he.  Upon  the  passing  of  that  act,  the  judges  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  having  been  empowered  to  make 
rules  for  the  conduct  of  business  under  it,  invoked  the  aid  of 
the  late  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Jenckes,  the  father  of  the  act,  in 
their  preparation,  and  he  at  once  summoned  Colonel  Ham- 
mond to  his  assistance.  It  was  this  latter  gentleman  who 
actually  prepared  those  rules,  subject,  of  course,  to  Mr.  Jenckes' 
revision,  but  the  character  of  the  work  submitted  to  Mr. 
Jenckes  was  so  satisfactory  that  the  labor  of  revision  was  ex- 
tremely slight.  Respectably  as  Colonel  Hammond  ranked  in 
his  profession,  yet  had  he  felt  that  confidence  in  his  own  abil- 
ity that  in  justice  he  might,  he  would  have  ranked  still  higher. 

Colonel  Hammond  possessed  much  literary  and  historical 
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taste.  He  was  active  with  Governor  Dyer  in  forming  the  Vet- 
eran Citizens  Historical  Society,  serving  as  its  secretary  from 
its  formation  to  within  about  two  years,  when  lie  succeeded  to 
the  presidency,  wliich  position  he  held  at  his  death.  He  was 
a  quick  and  ready  speaker,  and  possessed  a  warm  and  glowing 
fancy.  Indeed,  those  of  us  who  in  these  latter  years  have 
listened  to  his  fluent  tongue  and  fervid  sentences,  especially 
in  military  assemblies,  have  wondered  at  his  hesitation  in 
actiiig  as  an  advocate  before  the  courts. 

Colonel  Hammond's  private  character  was  particularly  at- 
tractive. Though  he  knew  that  he  was  walking  under  the 
shadow  of  the  dark  angel,  for  he  had  been  told  by  his  physi- 
cian several  years  since  that  he  was  afflicted  with  angina 
pectoris,  from  which  he  suffered  much  and  finally  died,  yet 
neither  that  grim  knowledge,  nor  constant  suffering,  ever 
interrupted  his  sunny,  cheerful  disposition.  He  likewise  pos- 
sessed a  warm,  tender,  and  sympathetic  heart.  His  ear  was 
always  open  to  the  tale  of  distress,  and  many  were  the  de- 
mands upon  him  for  friendly  aid  and  advice.  His  manners, 
too,  were  singularly  open  and  genial,  and  few  surpassed  him 
in  affability.  He  was  a  very  sunbeam  in  the  sick  chamber  of 
his  friends.  There  are  many  in  this  community  in  whose 
memory  will  long  abide  the  grateful  recollection  of  a  kindly 
word  spoken,  or  a  thoughtful  act  of  kindness  unobtrusively 
performed  when  it  was  like  balm  to  a  wounded  spirit,  that  will 
cause  them  fondly  to  cherish  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  the 
tenderest  tabernacle  of  their  hearts. 

Colonel  Hammond  died  very  suddenly  in  Providence,  March 
17,1887.  In  1854  he  married  Miss  Jane  Swift,  daughter  of 
the  late  Gideon  Nye,  of  New  Bedford,  who,  with  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son,  survives  him. 

He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1879. 

William  Sullivan  Johnson  was  born  in  Centreville,  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  Sept.  25,  1826,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  after  a  confinement   to    his    house    and    bed  of 
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eighteen  days,  Dec.  6,  1887.  In  his  seventh  year,  he  removed 
to  Pi'ovideiice  with  liis  })arents  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Providence  for  the  most  part,  with  the  added  ad- 
vantage of  several  terms  at  the  academy  in  South  Kingstown. 
In  1846  he  entered  the  drug  store  of  his  fatlier,  Oliver  Johnson, 
as  j)orter  and  salesman.  Sept.  26,  1848,  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  C.  Warner,  of  Providence  and  became  the  father  of 
a  son  and  daughter,  who  together  with  their  mother,  survive 
liim.  Jan.  1,  1862,  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his 
father  under  the  firm  name  of  Oliver  Johnson  &  Son.  A  few 
yeais  later  the  lirm  name  was  cliariged  to  Oliver  Johnson  & 
Co.,  on  account  of  the  introduction  of  another  partner. 

Active  and  attentive  to  business,  he  took  time  for  other  and 
perhaps  higher  demands  of  life.  From  May,  1848,  until  his 
decease,  (except  between  October,  1868,  and  October,  1871,) 
he  served  the  Church  of  the  Mediator  Sunday  School  (Univer- 
salist)  as  either  superintendent  or  assistant  superintendent. 
He  was  a  member  of  that  church  from  September,  1849,  and 
held,  in  all  the  various  organizations  of  the  parish,  at  various 
times,  such  positions  as  secretary,  treasurer,  and  committee- 
man. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  Rhode  Island  Uiiiversalist 
Convention  in  1861,  he  was  made  a  member  of  its  executive 
board  and  continued  a  member  so  long  as  he  lived,  performing 
the  duties  of  secretary  from  January,  1870,  till  October,  1877, 
since  which  date  he  had  been  vice-president.  He  had  filled, 
too,  several  other  positions  of  trust  and  labor  in  the  religious 
field  of  liis  choice,  being  sought  and  called  to  the  front  because 
his  devotion,  energy,  and  skill  could  be  depended  on.  He 
served  the  city  in  various  honorable  and  arduous  lines:  a 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  Engineers  for  several  years; 
of  the  School  Committee  from  April,  1867,  to  April,  18^0  ; 
and  of  the  Common  Council  for  two  years,  1875  and  1876. 
He  was  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  and 
Commandery.     An  Odd  Fellow,  also,  he  gave  to  this  order  a 
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large  amount  of  time  and  thought  for  many  years,  achieving 
a  national  position  and  influence.  The  last  evening  of  his 
out-of-door  life,  (Noveml)cr  18,)  was  divided  between  work  for 
his  Sunday  School  and  for  his  beloved  order,  from  which  he 
j)roceeded  at  a  late  hour  to  that  couch  which  proved  to  be 
the  bed  of  death.  This  hasty  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of 
Mr.  Johnson  speaks  the  character  of  the  man  —  conscientious, 
brave,  positive,  persistent;  but  withal  of  a  loving  spirit  which 
shone  in  his  home  and  in  all  his  manifold  relations  to  men, 
by  a  generous  out-pouring  of  service  and  money.  Though 
not  above  ordinary  stature  and  weight  physically,  the  poise 
of  his  frame,  his  quick,  nervous  step,  and  kindling  eye,  caused 
one  to  feel  as  in  tlie  presence  of  a  man  who  had  a  deep  sense 
of  being  in  tlie  world  fur  the  good  he  might  be  aide  to 
render. 

Though  a  member  of  this  Historical  Society  since  1874,  he 
gave  little  time  to  its  meetings,  for  he  had  no  time  to  spare  ; 
but  his  interest  was  shown  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  by 
prompt  response  to  any  pecuniary  demands  made  by  it,  and 
by  exjjressing  satisfaction  that  some  of  his  fellow-citizens  were 
able  to  look  after  the  interests  of  so  worthy  an  institution. 

EsTUS  Lamb,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Sallie  (Barton) 
Lamb,  was  born  in  Charlton,  Mass.,  Sept,  3,  1809,  and  died  of 
apoplexy  at  his  residence  in  Providence,  R.  L,  March  9,  1887. 
fie  was  of  Scotch  descent,  but  his  ancestors  for  three  or  four 
generations  had  lived  in  Charlton  and  vicinity,  and  had  ac- 
quired the  typical  New  England  character.  His  grandfather, 
Reuben  Lamb,  (born  1742,  died  1819,)  was  a  man  of  influence 
in  the  community  in  which  ho  lived,  and  served  in  civil 
capacities,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  Uq  was  a 
miller,  and  also  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  the  advantages  of  water-power,  he  moved  to  North 
Oxford,  where  he  built  a  dam,  erected  a  mill,  and  established 
himself  in  business.  His  fifth  son,  Joseph  Lamb  (born  1785, 
died  1867,)  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Sallie  Barton, 
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of  Millbury.  He  then  became  a  resident  of  Charlton,  and 
there  Estus  was  born.  He  remained  there  bnt  two  years, 
returning  to  North  Oxford  in  1810,  to  reside  upon  the  home- 
stead, and  to  assume  the  active  management  of  his  father's 
business.  In  1816  his  wife  died  ;  and  liaving  married  again, 
lie  sold  the  mill  estate  to  a  neighbor  and  opened  a  hotel.  But 
the  mechanical  enterprise  of  his  father,  which  he  thus  relin- 
(]uished,  was  destined  to  be  reproduced  by  his  son  in  otlier 
scenes  and  on  a  far  larger  scale. 

Estus  Lamb,  then,  was  a  natural  mechanic.  Inheriting  his 
grandfather's  mechanical  skill  along  with  liis  sound  Scotch 
judgment,  industry,  perseverance,  and  decision,  the  boy  needed 
little  extrinsic  advantages,  beyond  the  ordinary  schooling  of 
his  time,  to  become  what  he  has  since  been  called,  a  represen- 
tative manufacturer  of  New  England. 

Losing  liis  mother  when  only  seven  years  old,  he  yet  passed 
the  formative  period  of  his  character  under  her  care,  and  we 
may  believe  it  was  lier  training  that  developed  tlie  happy 
blending  of  mind  and  heart  which  enabled  him,  through  a  long 
and  useful  life,  to  win  success  without  reproach.  And  we  also 
may  assume  tliat  his  stepmother  was  faithful  in  her  duty  to 
him.  He  lived  at  home,  attending  the  common  schools  of  his 
day,  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  lii^c 
with  his  cousin  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  trade  of  mill- 
wright in  the  mill  which  his  grandfather  had  built.  He  did 
not,  however,  at  this  time  accomplish  his  purpose  ;  but  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  acquired 
skill  in  the  use  of  tools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  liis 
cousin,  and  was  apprenticed  to  Sibley  &  Davis,  millwrights  at 
Oxford  Plains,  to  work  two  years  for  tvv^o  Inindred  dollars. 
His  father  claimed  this  sum,  bnt  relinquished  his  right  to  the 
remaining  year  of  his  son's  minority  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
term  Estus,  by  extra  work,  iiad  earned  enough  to  buy  a  good 
set  of  tools.  He  now,  as  a  journeyman,  continued  his  work, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Davis,  became  a  partner  witii  Mr.  Sibley.     Two  years  later, 
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Mr.  Sibley  retired,  and  from  that  time  until  early  in  1839  Mr. 
Lamb  alone  carried  on  the  business.  During  all  this  period, 
the  millwrights  were  the  only  mechanical  engineers,  and  he 
was  employed  in  constructing  and  equipping  some  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  establishments  then  built. 

In  the  year  1839  Mr.  Lamb  discontinued  his  business  of  a 
millwright,  and  taking  Darius  D.  Farnum's  place,  upon  his 
decease,  in  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing  departments 
of  the  business  of  W.  &  D.  D.  Farnum,  at  Waterford,  Mass., 
he  became  identified  with  the  woolen  manufacture  there  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  iiis  life. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  also  engaged  from  1847  to  1870,  in  company 
with  Henry  S.  Mansfield,  in  the  manufacture  of  scythes  at 
Forestdale,  R.  I.  They  also  made  sabres  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  years  of  the  Rebellion.  In  1860  a  mill  was 
built  on  land  adjoining  the  scythe  works,  by  Mr.  Lamb  and 
others,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  under  the  name 
of  the  Forestdale  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1870  Mr. 
Lamb  disposed  of  his  entire  interest  at  Forestdale. 

In  1873  Mr.  Laml)  and  others  organized  the  Monohansett 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Putnam,  Conn.,  and  he  continued 
his  connection  there  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company, 
and  at  his  decease  was  the  president  and  a  director  of  the 
corporation,  having  held  the  former  office  from  June  11, 
1884,  and  the  latter  from  Feb.  3,  1868. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Soci- 
ety in  1885. 

Mr.  Laml)  married  Mrs.  Dency  Farnum,  widow  of  Darius 
D.  Farnum,  in  1842.  Their  only  living  child  is  Mr.  Augustus 
F.  Lamb,  who  has  the  financial  management  of  the  Monohan- 
sett Company. 

p]stus  Lamb  became  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
about  the  year  1860.  Of  liis  theological  views  little  is  known 
beyond  tlie  fact  that  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  best  thought 
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of  his  chosen  faith  ;  but  of  his  practical  exemplification  of 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  rise  above  mere  theol- 
ogy and  best  illustrate  his  manhood,  the  evidence  is  ample. 
Said  one  who  knew  him  intimately  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
"  I  never  saw  Mr.  Lamb  in  a  temper"  ;  and  said  another,  "  he 
never  refused  assistance  to  any  one  in  need." 

The  Rev.  James  Pierce  Root.  The  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society  owes  to  itself  and  the  community,  that  it  should 
preserve  some  record  of  its  former  members,  and  of  the  events 
of  their  lives.  Especially  is  this  true  of  those  who  have  been 
active  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Society,  and  whose 
influence  has  been  extended  and  beneficial.  Such  an  one  was 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  Root,  whose  sudden  death  comes  with  a  shock 
of  surprise  even  to  those  who  knew  him  most  intimately. 
Though  helms  never  had  very  robust  healtli,he  has  been  able 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  life  with  less  than  ordinary  interruptions. 
For  a  few  weeks  only  had  he  suffered  from  debility  and  loss 
of  appetite  ;  but  he  had  no  apparent  disease,  and  neither  he  nor 
liis  nearest  friends  were  apprehensive  of  danger.  He  had 
been  confined  to  the  house  for  a  few  days,  when,  without 
warning  and  almost  without  pain,  he  sank  quietly  away. 

James  Pierce  Root  was  born  March  19,  1829,  on  Staten 
Island.  His  early  life  and  lal)ors  in  the  ministry  were  passed 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1861,  he  came  to  Rhode  Island 
and  was  settled  in  Elmwood  where  he  remained  about  five 
years.  During  that  time  he  performed  important  service  in 
the  army,  in  connection  with  the  Christian  Commission,  and 
was  in  the  city  of  Washington  at  the  time  of  the  assassi- 
nation of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr.  Root's  account  of  scenes 
witnessed  at  this  time  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his  people, 
and  his  example  and  influence  were  powerful  in  awakening 
their  patriotism. 

In  186G,  Mr.  Root  returned  to  New  York  and  preached  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state  for  about  ten  years.  Since  then, 
after  a  short  period  of  service  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  he  has 
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labored  in  Rhode  Island,  —  two  years  at  Pettaconsett,  and 
more  lately  in  connection  with  the  IJible  Society  as  its  agent 
throughout  the  state.  In  this  office  he  has  visited  most  of  the 
towns  and  vilhiges  of  our  commonwealth,  and  carried  kindly 
greetings  and  Christian  counsel  into  thousands  of  homes.  Of 
ii  very  modest  and  retii'ing  disposition,  he  has  labored  on  from 
year  to  year,  winter  and  sununcr,  with  daily  faithfulness, 
making  a  more  thorough  canvass  of  the  state  in  this  work 
than  has  ever  been  made  l)cfore.  It  is  hardly  suited  to  the 
I'ocords  of  this  Society  to  speak  at  length  of  the  private  and 
public  services  of  this  excellent  and  useful  man.  Still  less 
can  we  enter  into  the  sacred  enclosure  of  his  domestic 
affections. 

Although  long  interested  in  historical  studies,  Mr.  Root  did 
not  become  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  until  1885. 
Since  tliat  time  he  has  been  a  frequent  attendant  at  its  meet- 
ings, and  has  presented  several  valuable  papers  upon  local 
subjects.  While  his  great  modesty  prevented  his  putting 
himself  forward  on  any  occasion,  yet  when  called  upon  for 
any  duty,  he  manifested  an  accurate  and  thorough  acquain- 
tance witli  the  facts  he  had  examined.  He  had  great  skill  and 
accuracy  in  tracing  genealogical  records,  and  many  of  oui- 
citizens  liave  i-eecived  from  him  invaluable  aid  in  following 
out  the  lines  of  their  ancestry  for  many  generations.  It  is 
probable  that  if  his  life  had  been  spared,  and  leisure  afforded 
him  to  pursue  these  investigations,  he  might  have  gained  dis- 
tinction, and  fulfilled  very  useful  service  in  this  department. 
It  is  understood  that  he  has  left  a  large  amount  of  material, 
which,  could  it  be  taken  up  by  hands  equally  skilled,  might  be 
of  permanent  value.  AVitii  the  sympathy  which  all  must  feel 
for  his  bereaved  family,  this  Society  cannot  fail  to  recognize  a 
great  and  serious  loss  in  the  removal  from  among  us,  of  one 
so  much  esteemed. 

John  Pitman  Walker,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Gush- 
ing) Walkei",  was  born  in  Seekonk,  Mass.,  Jan.  8,  1829.     At 
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ail  early  aj^e  he  came  to  Providence,  a.nd  until  about  the  age 
of  thirty,  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  marble  worker  and 
stonecutter.  By  patient  industry  and  the  practice  of  a  judi- 
cious economy  he  eventually  accumulated  what  he  regarded 
as  a  competency.  During  the  late  war  he  responded  to  the 
calls  of  patriotism,  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  First 
Rhode  Island  Regiment.  On  his  returu  he  became  associated 
in  business  as  a  real  estate  broker,  with  S.  A.  Nightingale- 
Afterwards  he  carried  on  the  business  alone,  occupying  an 
office  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  in  connection  with  Alderman 
Geo.  H.  Buniham,  on  Weybosset  Street. 

Mr.  Walker  was  a  prominent  and  active  Free  Mason,  of  the 
thirty-second  degree.  Fast  Master  and  Secretary  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  member  of  the  Providence  Chapter,  Grand  Treasurer 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  member  of  St.  John's  Command- 
ery.  He  was  also  a  raeml)er  of  the  Beneficent  Congregational 
Society,  and  a  constant  attendant  at  church.  He  was  con- 
nected with  various  other  societies  and  organizations,  includ- 
ing the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufact- 
urers, the  Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  the  First  Ligiit 
Infantry  Association,  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  was  also  Warden  of  the  Second  Ward.  He  was  fond  of 
work,  and  was  never  known,  says  liis  friend  and  biographer, 
Hon.  Judge  Carpenter,  to  slight  any  of  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him  i)y  reason  of  his  connection  with  so  many  and  so 
varied  organizations.  The  writer  recalls  with  pleasure  the 
interest  which  he  took  in  founding  the  Home  for  Aged  Men, 
of  which  his  wife  was  the  first  secretary,  and  his  valuable  ser- 
vices in  securing  from  the  legislature  an  act  of  incorporation. 

Mr.  Walker  became  a  life  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  in  1880,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  objects 
which  it  is  intended  to  promote.  He  was  a  regular  attendant 
at  its  public  meetings,  and  cheerfully  and  promptly  served  on 
various  committees.  He  raised  a  publication  fund  of  $700, 
contributing  towards  it  -f  100  from  his  own  resources.  One  of 
Ills  last  acts  was  to  prepare  for  the  archives  of  the  Society  aui 
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album  of  badges  used  by  the  various  commauderics  of  tlio 
United  States  that  assembled  at  Sau  Francisco  in  1883,  and 
at  Newport  in  1885  ;  also  badges  used  by  the  Plumed  Knights 
in  the  Blaine  and  Logan  campaign  in  1884, and  by  the  veteran 
and  other  associations  participating  in  the  celebration  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Providence,  June  24,  1886. 

He  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease,  Wednesday  evening,  Feb. 
9,  1887,  at  the  depot  in  Providence,  while  on  his  way  to  Paw- 
tucket  to  make,  in  company  with  his  associates,  an  official 
visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  city.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  i'e|)resentatives  of  the  various  bodies  to 
which  he  belonged.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to  the  Swan 
Point  Cemetery.  He  leaves  a  widow,  without  children,  the 
ilaughter  of  the  late  George  R.  Cooper,  of  Stockbridge,  Mass. 

Arthur  Amory  Gammkll  was  born  in  Providence,  March  13, 
1862,  and  was  the  third  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Amory 
(Ives)  Gammell.  He  was  pi-epared  for  college  principally 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  of  Provi- 
dence. He  entered  Brown  University  in  1880  and  graduated 
in  1884  with  an  honorable  rank  as  a  scholar.  In  the  autumn 
of  1884  he  became  a  member  of  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge, 
Mass., and  had  passed  the  middle  of  his  third  year  of  professional 
.study.  He  was  in  the  full  vigor  of  manly  health  when  he  was 
suddenly  attacked  witii  pneumonia.  IJe  returned  immediately 
to  his  home  in  Providence  and  died  after  an  illness  of  eight 
days,  on  March  23,  1887,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and 
ten  days.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  at  the 
annual  meeting  on  January  11,  1887. 

Thomas  Vernon  was  born  in  Newport,  December  4,1832, 
and  died  in  Providence,  August  10, 1887,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years  and  eight  months.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Brown  and 
Sophia  (Peace)  Vernon.  The  earliest  representative  of  the 
family,  Daniel  Vernon,  came  to  Rhode  Island  in  1683,  and  re- 
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sided  first  in  Niiri-af^ansett  and  afterwards  settled  in  Newport, 
where  for  several  generations  his  descendants  have  been  con- 
spicnous  citizens.  The  honse  which  foi-  more  than  a  centuiy 
was  their  home  is  still  standing  and,  liaving  passed  into  other 
hands,  was  for  many  years  nscd  as  an  office  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey of  the  United  States. 

During  his  early  years  Mr.  Vernon  attended  the  schools  of 
his  native  town,  but  for  his  special  preparation  for  college  he 
came  to  Providence  and  attended  the  University  Grammar 
School,  then  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Merrick  Lyon  and  Pro- 
fessor Henry  S.  Frieze,  now  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He 
entered  Brown  University  in  1850  and  graduated  in  1854.  His 
life  in  college  was  marked  by  earnest  study, his  favorite  subjects 
being  those  pertaining  to  English  literature  and  history.  After 
leaving  college  he  attended  for  two  years  the  lectures  of  the 
Law  School  at  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  pursued  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield,  of  New- 
port, where  he  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  l)ar  in  1857. 
He  soon  removed  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  sharing  the  offices  of  his  college 
friend,  Mr.  Osborne  E.  Bright,  each,  however,  having  a  sep- 
arate business.  He  sometimes  managed  causes  in  court,  but 
liis  business  was  mainly  the  preparation  of  them  for  trial,  and 
in  this  he  early  became  an  adept.  He  afterwards  occupied 
offices  with  Mr.  Joseph  Gutman,  and  still  later  with  Mr.  How- 
ard Barnard,  and  while  there  he  was  invited  to  take  charge  of 
the  real  estate  department  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Dcvelin, 
Miller  &  Trull. 

In  November,  1875,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr. 
George  Hill,  Avith  whom  he  had  for  some  time  been  associated 
in  the  above-named  office,  the  name  of  the  new  firm  being 
Vernon  &  Hill.  This  partnership  was  never  formally  dis- 
solved, though  it  was  suspended  l)y  Mr.  Vernon's  removal  to 
Providence  in  1883,  Avith  an  intention,  should  his  health  per- 
mit, of  opening  in  the  name  of  the  firm  an  office  in  this  city, 
an  intention  which  he  did  not  carry  into  effect.     During  this 
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period  of  twenty-five  years  in  which  he  practiced  his  profession 
in  New  York,  he  was  engaged  in  tlie  preparation  for  trial  of  a 
vast  variety  of  causes,  many  of  them  of  great  importance,  only 
a  small  portion  of  which  he  argued  in  court.  He  also  had 
much  to  do  in  the  preparation  of  wills,  of  contracts  and  of 
other  similar  instruments,  in  which  he  was  an  acknowledged 
adept.  His  surviving  partner,  Mr.  Hill,  sets  forth  as  follows 
the  leading  qualities  of  his  professional  character:  "  His  stei'- 
ling  uprightness,  his  refusal  to  yield  to  any  and  every  impor- 
tunity or  inducement  to  vary  a  hair's  breadth  from  what  was 
strictly  right  and  just  and  lawful,  endeared  him  to  those  clients 
and  those  friends  who  prize  and  cherish  such  qualities,  but 
rendered  him  utterly  useless  and  valueless  to  those  who  were 
desirous  of  carrying  their  points,  regardless  of  how  it  was 
done.  Some  clients  and  some  business  of  great  value  which 
he  would  have  been  glad  to  retain  he  lost  and  lost  knowingly 
by  reason  of  these  traits.  He  was  a  good  lawyer  and  a  safe 
and  wise  counsellor." 

The  following  notice  of  him  is  furnished  by  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam P.  Sheffield,  his  early  preceptor  in  his  professional 
studies  : 

"  Thomas  Vernon  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ann  Hutchin- 
son, who  was  the  cause  of  the  settlement  of  the  Island  of 
Rhode  Island.  Daniel  Vernon,  the  school-master  and  the 
first  of  the  name  in  this  state,  married  the  widow  of  Samuel 
Dyer.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Edward  Hutchinson,  who  was 
killed  in  the  neighborhood  of  "  Turner's  Falls,"  in  King 
Philip's  War.  Though  styled  in  our  early  records,  Edward 
Hutchinson,  Jr.,  to  distinguish  him  from  his  uncle,  he  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Ann  Hutchinson.  Mr.  Vernon  studied 
law  in  my  othce  and  while  there  was  not  only  a  student  but  a 
companion  and  friend.  After  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
removed  to  New  York,  I  saw  him  whenever  I  visited  that  city, 
and  also  whenever  he  came  to  Newport.  While  he  was  in  the 
army  in  1861,  I  was  in  Washington  and  saw  him  frequently. 
Not  only  as  a  student,  but  in  eveiy    thing,  he  was  an  earnest 
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man.  He  never  trifled  with  any  thing.  As  a  student,  he  was 
prompt,  industrious,  patient,  pains-taking  and  persistent  until 
he  mastered  whatever  he  had  in  hand.  Others  might  compass 
a  lesson  with  greater  dispatcli,  but  he  would  hold  it  with  a 
more  tenacious  grasp. 

"  Mr.  Vernon  possessed  a  strong  sense  of  abstract  justice, 
and  this  always  suggested  the  first  postulate  in  his  reasoning 
processes.  He  was  a  good  lawyer  ;  he  always  stated  his  points 
with  clearness  and  force,  but  a  slight  hesitancy  in  his  speech 
obstructed  the  flow  of  his  utterances  and  detracted,  in  some 
degree,  from  the  effect  of  his  oral  addresses.  He  was  born 
a  gentleman.  His  demeanor  was  gentle,  his  spirit  kindly  and 
affectionate.  The  probity  of  his  character  pervaded  his  whole 
nature,  and  was  indeed  a  part  of  it.  To  be  just  was  with  him 
constitutional.     He  was  as  guileless  a  man  as  I  ever  knew." 

He  cherished  an  intense  patriotism  and  looked  with  abhor- 
rence upon  the  melancholy  scenes  which  preceded  the  Civil 
War.  Though  legally  exempt  from  military  duty  by  the  con- 
dition of  his  health  and  by  his  nearness  of  sight,  he  early 
enrolled  his  name  as  a  private  in  the  Seventy-first  Regiment 
of  the  New  York  National  Guard.  At  the  first  call  for  ti-oops 
made  by  the  government,  he  went  with  his  regiment  to  Wash- 
ington and  was  in  the  first  battle  of  the  war  at  Bull  Run, 
Returning  at  the  end  of  his  enlistment,  he  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  but  twice  again  during  the  war  he  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  Union  Army.  In  both  instances,  however, 
he  was  compelled  by  ill  health  to  seek  a  dischaige.  In  the 
last,  his  period  of  service  was  brought  to  an  end  by  a  nervous 
prostration  which  came  upon  him  on  a  marcli  in  Pennsylvania. 
Overcome  with  exliaustion,  he  fell  in  the  ranks  and  was  left  at 
a  country  inn  from  which  he  could  not  be  moved  for  several 
weeks.     It  was  an  illness  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered. 

He  was  fond  of  historical  studies,  especially  of  those  relat- 
ing to  his  native  state.  He  belonged  to  a  historic  family, 
whose  settlement  here  dates  back  to  the  latter  part  of  the  sev- 
enteenth century.     His  ancestors  had  been  leading  citizens 
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and  had  shared  Uir<ijely  in  the  conduct  of  cohtiiial  afTairs. 
His  childhood  had  l)cen  enlivened  with  stories  of  Revohi- 
tionary  cliaracters  and  events  told  him  hy  a  venerable  grand- 
mother. He  was  born  and  reared  in  a  house  made  historic 
by  its  associations.  When  the  French  fleet  with  its  contin- 
gent of  troops  arrived  in  Narragansett  Bay,  his  great-grand- 
father, William  Vernon,  placed  it  at  the  disposal  of  Count 
Rochambeau,  who  occupied  it  as  his  headquarters  for  more 
than  two  years.  It  was  thus  the  centre  of  all  that  was  excit- 
iu":  at  the  time.  Flere  General  Washington  was  received 
when  he  came  to  welcome  the  commander  of  the  troops  from 
France,  an  occasion  of  social  festivity,  of  illuminations  and 
of  military  and  naval  dis])lny  which  tradition  describes  as  the 
most  brilliant  ever  known  in  the  ancient  town.  Amidst  influ- 
ences such  as  these,  the  mind  of  IMr.  Vernon  could  not  fail  to 
feel  the  })ower  of  the  past  in  moulding  his  character  and 
forming  his  tastes.  They  were  memories  in  which  he  greatly 
delighted  and  had  he  not  been  engrossed  with  professional 
duties  and  cares  and  resident  in  another  state,  they  would 
probably  have  led  him  to  make  some  literary  use  of  traditions 
and  events  which  had  made  so  deep  an  impression  on  his 
mind  in  childhood. 

Many  years  ago,  while  a  resident  of  New  York,  he  printed  for 
private  circulation  a  diary  kept  by  his  great-uncle,  Thomas 
Vernon,  during  an  exile  of  four  months,  to  which  he  was  sen- 
tenced by  the  General  Assembly.  He  had  been  for  thirty 
years  colonial  ])Ostmaster  at  Newport  and  for  twenty  years 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  he  refused  to  take  tiie 
test-oath  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  for  sus- 
pected loyalists.  He  was  accordingly  banished,  with  three 
other  iidiabitants  of  Newport,  to  the  town  of  Gloucester.  At 
the  end  of  five  months  they  were  permitted  to  return  to 
their  homes  on  condition  that  they  paid  their  board  and  all 
other  expenses  while  in  exile.  This  diary  is  an  interesting 
and  suggestive  relic  and  was  subsequently  published  with  notes 
and  a  genealogy  of  the  Vernon  family  in  one  of  the  volumes 
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known  as  Rhode  Island  Hislorical  Tracts,  hy  Sidney  S.  Rider. 
Since  lie  came  to  reside  in  Providence  lie  had  begun  to  pre- 
j)are  a  memoir  of  his  great  grandfather,  William  Vernon, 
brother  of  the  preceding,  distinguished  as  a  merchant  and  a 
patriot,  who  rendered  eminent  services  to  the  cause  of  inde- 
pendence. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Vernon  married  Mary  Peace  White,  daughter 
of  Ambrose  White,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  in  1880  leav- 
ing two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter  of  tender  years.  The 
sad  event  still  further  impaired  his  health  and  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  in  order  to  secure  care  for  his  children  he  moved 
to  Providence  and  for  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  had  his 
home  in  this  city  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Joseph  Peace  Vernon. 
He  had  intended  to  continue  the  practice  of  his  profession,  still 
using  the  name  of  his  New  York  firm,  but  his  health  did  not 
permit  the  undertaking.  He,  however,  found  here  many 
agreeable  resources  and  occupations.  He  met  the  friends 
and  acquaintances  of  his  college  days.  He  mingled  in  society. 
He  frequented  the  libraries  and  engaged  in  the  studies  which 
delighted  him.  He  was  almost  immediately  elected  a  member 
of  this  Society  and  in  its  cabinet  building  or  in  the  neighbor- 
ing University  Library,  he  spent  many  hours  of  every  week. 
He  attended  its  meetings  and  took  part  in  its  work  and  in 
some  of  its  public  exercises,  and  was  one  of  those  of  whom  his 
associates  cherished  anticipations  which  his  failing  health  and 
early  death  prevented  him  from  fulfilling.  A  refined  scholar, 
an  ingenuous  and  high-minded  man,  a  humble  and  exemplary 
Christian,  there  are  many  who  will  long  cherish  the  memory 
of  his  gentle  and  well  spent  life. 
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INSTITUTIONS  AND   CORPORATIONS   FROM 
WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

American  Congregational  Association, l>os- 
ton,  Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Hoard  of  AssociatedCharities,  Bos  ton, Mass. 

|{oston  City  Messenger,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  .\    Y. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Calilornia  Historical  Society,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Calitornia  Pioneer  Society,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Cayuga  Co.Historical  Society, Auburn, N.Y. 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Copenhagan  Royal  Society  of  Northern 
Antiquities,  Copenhag.in,  Denmark. 

Delaware  Historical  Society,  Wilmington, 
Del. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Ethnological  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Forum,  The,  Xew  York,  N.  Y. 

General  Theological  Seminary,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

liarvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society, Iowa  City, la. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence.  R.  I 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Ks. 

Kansas  Stale  Board  of  Agriculture,  Topeka, 
Ks. 

Kansas  State  ni<5torical  Society ,Topeka,Ks. 

London  Royal  Historical  Society,  London, 
Eng. 

Maine  Historical  Society.  Portland.  Me. 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners, Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston, Mass. 

Maryland  Historical  Society, Baltimore, Md. 

Maverick  National  Bank,  Boston,  Mass. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Munn  &  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Soci- 
ety, IBoston,  Mass, 


New  Jersey  Historical  Society,Newark,N.J. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  Mercantile  Association,  New 
York  City. 

New  York  Meteorological  Observatory, 
New  York  City. 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Nebraska  Historical  Society,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

North  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Norwegian  Antiquarian  Society,  Christia- 
nia. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax, 
N.  S. 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton, 
Mass. 

Old  Residents  Historical  Association, Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Omaha  Public  Library,  Omaha. 

Oneida  Historical  .Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Pennsylvania'  Historical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia. Pa. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Providence  Art  Club,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Providence  City  Government,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

Providence  Public  Library. Providence, R.I. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  1. 

Rhode  Island  Hoodwinkina,  Providence,. 
R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island    Peace  Society,    Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizen's  Associa- 
tion, Providence. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Science  and  Art,  Cleveland,  O. 

Seventh  Day  Baptist  Missionary  Society, 
Ashaway. 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Travelers'  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Treasury  Department,  W'ashington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
Washington,  D   C. 

United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and 
Fisheries,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  .States  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washint;ton.  D   C, 

United  Slates  Department  of  Justice,Wash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  State,  Wash- 
ington, T>.  C. 

United  St.ates  Geological  Survey,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Vermont  State  Library,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Virginia  Historical  Society.  Richmond,Va. 

Warner  Observatory,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Wisconsin  .State  Historical  Society,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Yale  Uni.-ersity,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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PERSONS  FROM  WHOM  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN 
RECEIVED. 


Addeman,  Joshua  M.,  Providence. 
Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 
Allen,  Charles  B.,  Providence. 
Allen,  John  R.,  ChiciiEro,  111. 
Ames,  Jolin  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Andrews,  Elisha  Benjamin,  Providence. 
Andrews,  Mrs.  Ella  H..  Providence. 
Andrews,  Rev.  Israel  W.,  Marietta,  (). 
Anderson,  John  I.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Anthony,  John  B.,  Providence. 
Arnold,  Joshua,  East  Greenwich, 
Atwell,  Benjamin  W.,  Providence. 
Austin,  Samuel,  Providence. 
Bailey,  W.  \V.,  Providence. 
Bartow,  Rev.  Evelyn,  Providence. 
Bartlett,  Robbinsand  Anna.  Norfolk,  Conn. 
Bartlett,  Jolin  R.,  heirs  of.  Providence. 
Bates,  T.  C,  N.  Brookfield,  Mass. 
Benedict,  G.  G.,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Benton,  Rev.  S.  O..  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Bowen,  Clarence.  251  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
Briggs,  Samuel,  Cleveland,  O. 
Britton,  Alexander  T.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Browne,  William  E.,  Providence. 
Burns,  Rev.  Charles  J.,  Providence. 
Burrough.Mrs.  Martha  Howell,  Providence. 
Cassell  &  Co.,  New  York. 
Chace,  Eewis  J.,  Providence. 
Chalmers,  Patrick,  Eondon,  Eng. 
Clark,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M..  Providence. 
Clark,  Frederic  C,  M.  D.,  Providence. 
Clarke,  John  G.,West  Kingston, 
Collins,  J.  C,  Providence. 
Congdon,  Charles,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Cowan,  Frank,  Greensburg,  Pa. 
Crandall,  William  T.,  Providence. 
Cropper,  John  S. 
Cross,  Samuel  II.,  Westerly. 
Culin,  Stewart,  Philadelphia. 
Darling,  Gen.  Charles  W.,  LUica,  N.  Y. 
Denison,  Charles  W..  Wiscasset,  Mc. 
DePeyster,  Gen.  J.  Walts,  New  York  City. 
Dexter,  F.  B.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Dickinson,  Thomas  A.,  Worcester,  Mass. 


Dodge,  James  II.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Douglass,  R.  W. 

Doyle,  Miss  Sarah  E.  and  Charlotte,  Provi- 

dence. 
Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York. 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York  City. 
Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 
Dufosse,  E.,  Paris,  France. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Providence. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,    Providence. 
Eiy,  William  D.,  Providence. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 
Farnhain,  Joseph  E.  C,  Providence. 
Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H,,  Providence. 
Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston, 
b'reeman,  E.  L.  &  Son,  Providence. 
Frost,  Walter  B  ,  Providuiice. 
Gammell,  William,  Providence. 
Gardner.  Dr.  Clarence  H.,  Providence. 
Goodell,  A.  C,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Gorton,  Charles,  Providence. 
Green,  Arnold,  Providence. 
Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston. 
Green,  Samuel  Terrett,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Griffin,  Martin  I.  J.,  Pa. 
Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 
Maine,  ]ohn  R.,  Dover,  N.  11. 
Hale,  Rev.  Edward  E.,  Boston. 
Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  Providence. 
Hammond,  Thomas  F.,  Providence. 
Hapgood,  L.  H.,  Athol,  Mass. 
Harris,  Frank  J.,  Newport. 
Kersey,  Dr.  George  D.,  Providence. 
Hills,  Rev.    George   Morgan,    Burlington. 

N.J. 
Hoppin,  William  W.,  Providence. 
Howard,  Rev.  R.  B.,  Boston. 
Howe,  A.  M.,  25  Congress  St.,  Boston. 
Hoyt,  Albert  H.,  Boston. 
Hubbard.  Euther  P.,  New  York  City. 
Huling.  Ray  Greene,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Jenks.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 
Jones.  C   C,  Jr.,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Kellogg,  John  S.,  Providence. 


DONATIONS    FKOM    PERSONS. 
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Kendall,  P.  U.,  Rutland,  Vt. 
Lake,  Laban  W.,  Providence. 
J.incoln,  John  L.,  Providence. 
I.yon,  Merrick,  Providence. 
.Mancliesler,  Rev.  Alfred,  Providence. 
Mann,  Henry,  Centredale. 
.Manton,  Cieorjire  A.,  Providence. 
Martin,  Mrs.  Philip  W.,  Providence. 
Meiijs,  William  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Miner,  Francis  W.,  Providence. 
Montgomery,  J.   M.,    109   Wall   St.,    New 

York  City. 
Morgan,  Rev.  Thomas  J.,  Providence. 
Morton,  Marcus  W.,  Providence. 
Mowry,  VVilliiini  A.,  Boston. 
Nortis,  William  F.,  M.  i).,  1530  Locust  St., 

Philadelphia. 
Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  U.  C. 
Pabodie,  B.  F.,    Providence. 
Packard,  Prof.  A.  S.,  Providence. 
Parsons,  Charles  W.,  m.  d..  Providence. 
Pearce,  Giles,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Peck,  Dr.  George  B.,  Providence. 
Peckham,  Mrs.  Mary  I..,  Providence. 
Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 
Peel,  Rev.  Stephen  ]).,  Clinton,  Wis. 
Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 
Perry,  Mrs.  B.  F.,  Greeneville,  S.  C. 
Perry,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.,  Providence. 
Perry,  John  G.,  South  Kingstown. 
Perry.  Rt.  Rev.  William  S.,  Davenport,  la. 
Phillips,  Henry,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pidgin,  Charles  F.,  Boston. 
Pilling,  James  C,  Washington. 
Porter,  Rev.  Emory  H.,  Pawtucket. 
Potter,  William  II.,  Kingston. 
Keid,  Messrs.  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 


Rhodes,  Edward  I-.,  Providence. 
Rickard,  Mrs.  S.,  Providence. 
Robbins,  Gilbert  F.,  Providence. 
Root,  Rev.  J.  P.,  Providence. 
Russell,  H.  G.,  East  Greenwich. 
Sanford,  Rev.  Enoch,  Raynhani,  Mass. 
Schonwiilder,  Dr.  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 
Seagraves,  Daniel,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Shepard,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 
Sherman,  Mrs.  John  P.,  South  Kingstown. 
Sibley,  Alden  W.,  Pawtucket. 
.Smith,  Charles  II.,  Providence. 
Smitli,  Charles  W.,  Providence. 
Smith,  Sanford  B.,  Providence. 
Southwick,  James  M.,  Providence. 
Staples,  Rev.  C.  A.,  Lexington,  Mass. 
Stead,  Mrs.  Francis  D.,  New  York  City. 
Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 
Slorer,  Dr.  Horatio  R.,  Newport. 
Tilley,  R.  H.,  Newport. 
Tillinghast,  James,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Thacher,  Peter,  Boston. 
I'pdike,  D.  Berkeley,  Boston. 
Walker,  Mrs.  John  P.,  Providence. 
Wall,  Caleb  A.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Webb,  Rev.  S.  H.,  Providence. 
Weeden,  Dr.  J.  E..  Westerly. 
Weeden,  William  B.,  Providence. 
White,  DeWitt,  Providence. 
Wightman,  George  W.,  Providence. 
Willett,  Rev.  J.  \V.,  Newport. 
Williams,  Alonzo,  and  others,  Providence. 
Winslow,  John,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Winsor,  Justin,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  30  Walnut  St.,  Bos 

ton. 
Wright,  Carroll  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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KUODi:    ISLAND    IITSTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


BEING    ORIGINAL    MEMBERS    NAMED     IN    CHARTER,    AND    OTHERS     IN    TIIK 

ORDER    OK    THEIR    ELECTION    UNTIL    1S75.       THE    RESIDENCES    ARE 

GIVEN    AS    THEY    WERE    AT    THE    TIME    OF    ELECTION. 


DATE  OF    ELECTION. 

Original.     *Jeremiah  Lippitt, 


Providence. 


18 


♦William  Aplin,  " 

*Charles  Norris  Tibbitts,  " 
♦Walter  Raleigh  Danforth, 

♦William  Read  Staples,  " 

♦Richard  Ward  Greene,  Warwick. 

♦John  Brown  Francis,  " 

♦William  Giles  Goddard,  Providence. 
♦Charles  Foster  Tillinghast, 

♦Richard  James  Arnold,  " 

♦Charles  Jackson,  " 
♦William  Ebenezer  Richmond, 

♦James  Fenner,  " 

♦Samuel  Eddy,  " 

♦Allen  Brown,  " 

♦Moses  Brown.  " 

♦Henry  Bowen,  " 

♦John  Howland,  " 

♦Zachariah  Allen,  " 

♦Samuel  Young  Atwell,  " 

♦William  Hunter,  Newport. 

♦Henry  Bull,  " 
♦Christopher  Ellery  Robbins,          " 

♦Dutee  Jerauld  Pearce,  " 

♦Stephen  Gould,  " 

♦Theodore  Foster,  Foster. 

♦Williams  Thayer,  Jr. ,  North  Prov 


•■184^. 
^1852 
"1847 
"1861 
•=1868 
lo/,-, 
^1864 
•^1846 
•■1864 

^1876 

^1873 

^1846 
^1839 
^1860 

■1S35 
^1867 

^i8Sj 
^iS^4 
•1849 
^1841 
^1855 
'1 84V 
^1839 
'1828 
^x853 


•  Deceased. 


RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 
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1823. 


DATE  OF  ELECTION. 

1822.         *Albert  Collins  Greene, 
"  *Philip  Crapo, 

"  *Nathaniel  Searle, 

"  *Iob  Diirfee, 

"  *Thoinas  Francis  Carpenter 

"  *Joseph  Howard, 

"  *Albert  Gorton  Greene, 

"  *Barzillai  Cranston, 

"  *Samuel  Willard  Bridgham, 

"  *Christopher  Grant  Chanipl 

•'  *James  Stevens, 

"  *William  Harwood  Vernon, 

"  *Henry  Young  Cranston, 

"  *Christopher  Fowler, 

"  *Henry  Ruggles, 

*William  Henry  Taylor, 
*\VilliaiTi  Wilkinson, 
*Joseph  Kinnicutt  Angell, 
♦Nicholas  Gardner  Boss, 
*Tristani  Biirges, 
♦Welcome  Arnold  Burges, 
*John  Pitinan, 
♦Stephen  Branch, 
♦Nathaniel  Bullock, 
♦Nicholas  Brown, 
♦Thomas  Poynton  Ives, 
♦Moses  Brown  Ives, 
♦Thomas  Hopkins  Webb, 
♦Joseph  Tillinghast  Holroyd 
♦Stephen  Hopkins  Smith, 
♦John  Gould  Anthony, 
♦Samuel  Greene, 
♦John  Cahoone, 
♦David  Benedict, 
♦Philip  Allen, 
♦L'sher  Parsons, 
♦Robert  Hale  Ives, 
♦John  Carter  Brown, 
♦Joseph  Leonard  Tillinghast 
♦John  Miller, 
♦George  Taft, 
♦George  Arnold  Bray  ton, 
♦Aaron  White,  Jr., 


1S24. 


1825. 


1826.-,, 

1827. 
1829. 


K.  Greenwich. 
Providence. 

Tiverton. 
Providence. 


in,  Newport. 


Bristol. 
Providence. 

Newport. 
Providence. 


Bristol. 
Providence. 


North  Pro\-. 
Newport. 
North  Prov. 
Providence. 


North  Prov. 

Warwick. 

Cumberland. 


♦1863 
♦1838 
♦1832 
♦1847 
*i854 
♦186S 
*iS6H 
♦1867 
♦1840 
♦1840 
♦1863 
♦1830 
♦1864 
♦1830 

♦1884 
♦1852 
♦1857 
*i837 
*iS53 
♦1828 
♦1864 
♦1851 
♦1S67 
♦1841 

*iS35 
♦1S57 
♦1866 

*iS57 
♦1S5S 
♦1877 
♦1868 
♦1837 
♦1874 
♦1S65 
♦1S68 
♦1875 
♦1874 
♦1844 
♦184S 
♦lS6y 
♦1880 
♦1886 


•  Deceased. 


88 


lillOKK    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


DATE  OF  ELECTION. 

1S29.  *Benjaniin  Baker  Howlaiid, 

"  *Burrington  Anthony, 

1830.  *Jesse  Howard, 

"  *George  Baker, 

iS^i.  *Francis  Wayland, 
*Romeo  Elton, 

"  *Sainiiel  Boyd  Tobey, 

"  *Cyrus  Butler, 

"  *Lcmuel  Hastings  Arnold, 

"  *01iver  Angell, 

"  *John  Russell  Bartlett, 

1832.  *Samuel  Ames, 

"  *George  Gordon  King, 

"  *Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  Jr., 

1S34.    •      *Samuel  Barrett  Gushing, 
*William  D.  Terry, 

"  *Robert  Johnson, 

1835-  *John  Whipple, 

'■  *'rhomas  Wilson  Dorr, 

"  *William  Anthony, 

"  *Charles  Eldi-edge, 

"  *Theophilus  Colhoun  Dunn, 

"  ""William  Evans, 

"  *Christopher  Grant  Perry, 

"  *John  Alfred  Hazard, 

1836.  *Joseph  Mauran, 

"  *James  Greene  Anthony, 

*  Peter  Pratt, 

"  *Tully  Dorrance  Bowen, 

"  *John  Edwin  Brown, 

*Edward  Brooks  Hall, 

"  *Thomas  Coles  Hartshorn, 

"  *DanieI  Cooke  Gushing, 

"  *Thomas  Brown  Fenner, 

"  *John  Kingsbury, 

■'  *  William  Gorton  Bowen, 

"  *Amherst  Everett, 

"  *Joseph  Sheldon  Cooke, 
•'  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard, 

•'  *Richard  Anthony, 

■'  *Richard  Kidder  Randolph, 

"  *John  Brown  Herreshotf, 

"  *Henry  Bowen  Anthony, 


Newport. 
Providence. 
Cranston. 
Providence. 


Newport. 

S.  Kingstown. 

Providence. 

Newport. 
Providence. 

Coventry. 

E.  Greenwich. 

Newport. 


Providence. 


E.  Greenwich. 
Providence. 

S.  Kingstown. 
North  Prov. 
Newport. 
Bristol. 
Providence. 


'  Deceased. 


EESIDKNT    ML;MBERS. 
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DA'IE  OF   ELECTION. 

1836.  *George  Wheaton  Jackson, 

"  *WiIliam  Tulh'  Dorrance, 

"  *llirain  Fuller. 

"  *Christopher  Allen, 

1S37.  *Thomas  Shepard, 

"  *Arthur  Amasa  Ross, 

1838.  Elisha  Djer,  Jr., 

1839.  *  Alexis  Caswell, 

1840.  *Thomas  Vernon, 
"  *  Alfred  Bosworth, 
"  *Sainuel  Lariied, 

1841.  *John  Power  Knowles, 

Nathan  llammett  (jould, 

•'  *Wilkins  I'pdike, 

"  *Nathan  Bishop, 

"  Alexander  Duncan, 

184J.  *Charles  Coffin  Jewett, 

"  *Welcome  Arnold  Greene, 

1843.  *Samuel  Osgood, 

"  John  Andrews  Howland, 

1844.  *Stephen  Randall, 

"  *Richard  Waterman, 

"  William  Gammell, 

"  *Samuel  (jreene  Arnold, 

"  Rufus  Waterman, 

"  *(Teorge  Bacon  Jastram, 

1846.  *Josiah  Phillips  Tustin, 

"  *Guy  Mannering  Fessenden, 

"  *Francis  Edwin  Hoppin, 
"  Charles  Smith  Bradley, 

"  Thomas  Lyman  Dunnell, 

"  *William  Penn  Rathbone. 

"  *Amasa  Manton, 
"  RoUin  Mathewson, 

1847.  *Levi  Curtis  Eaton, 
"  *David  King. 

''  Charles  Wentworth  Parsons 

"  *Thomas  Mackie  Burgess, 

"  *Charles  Burnett,  Jr. , 

'J  *John  Payne  Cleveland, 

1848.  *Ed\vin  Martin  Stone, 

1849.  *James  Nathaniel  Granger, 
"  Thomas  Durfee, 


Providence. 


N.  Kingstown. 
Bristol. 
Newport. 
Providence. 

S.  Kingstown. 

Warren. 

Providence. 

Newport. 

S.  Kingstown. 

Providence. 


North  Pro  v. 
Providence. 


Warren. 
Providence. 


North  Prov 

Newport. 

Providence. 


*i86o 

•lSS<3 

*i8Sf> 
♦1848 
♦1879 
♦1864 

*i877 
♦1876 
*i862 
*i846 
*i8S7 

*i867 
*i88o 

*i868 
*i87o 
*i8So 

*i874 

*i855 

*i8So 

*i879 
♦1887 
*i87i 
*i86S 


*iS77 
*iS69 

•1852 
♦1882 

*i856 
♦1848 

*tS73 
•1SS3 

*>S53 


*  Deceased. 
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RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


DATE  OF 
1849. 


ELECTIOK. 

Samuel  Wardwell  Peckham,  Providence. 


1S50. 
1S51. 

1852. 
1853- 


1854. 
1855- 


1856. 


*Joseph  Winsor, 

Henry  Truman  Beckwith, 
*Shubael  Hutchins, 
William  Goddard, 
*Georgc  Lewis  Collins, 
*Geo.  Huntington  Browne, 
*Thomas  Arthur  Doyle, 
*William  Beach  Lawrence, 
*Allen  Ormsbee  Peck, 
*Charles  Potter, 
*VVilliam  Henry  Helme, 
Reuben  Aldridge  Guild, 
♦William  Mitchell  Rodman, 
*Stephen  Thayer  Olney, 
William  Sprague, 
William  Mason  Bailey, 
Henry  Canfield  Preston, 
*  Henry  Anthony, 
*William  Peckham  Bullock, 
James  Burrill  Angell, 
Chas.  Henry  Parkhurst. 
*Henry  Jackson, 


E.  Greenwich. 
Providence. 


Glocester. 
Providence. 
Newport. 
Providence. 


North  Prov. 
Providence. 


Newport. 


*Charles  Cotesworth  Beaman,  Scituate. 

Walter  Snow  Burges,  Providence. 
*Benjamin  Cowell,  " 

*John  Hosmer  Hamlin,  " 

*Henry  Augustus  Rogers,  " 

*Barnas  Sears,  " 

*Thomas  Perkins  Shepard,  " 

Edwin  Miller  Snow,  " 

Albert  Smith  Gallup,  Cranston. 

*Edward  Harris,  Woonsocket 

*Sylvanus  Chace  Newman,  Pawtucket. 

Asa  Messer  Gammell,  Warren. 

*Sylvester  Gardner  Sherman,  N.  Kingstown 

*Americus  Vespucius  Potter,  Providence. 
James  Winchell  Coleman  EI3',      " 
Charles  Sabin,  " 

*Wingate  Hayes,  " 

*Thomas  Alexander  Tefft,  " 

*Joseph  Story  Pitman,  " 

*Henry  Wood  Lothrop,  " 


^1853 
•1867 

►1877 
'1885 
►1886 
"1881 
•■1871 

^1857 
^1864 

"1868 
^1878 


*i879 
*i86.' 


'1863 
"1883 

•■iSrjo 
^1856 

'1869 
^1880 

^1877 


■I87J 


'1868 
■1872 


^1877 
■1859 
'I8S3 
■1874 


*  Deceased. 


RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 

DATE  OP  ELECTION. 

1856.  *James  Thomas  Rhodes,  Providence. 
"  Rojal  Chapin  Taft, 

1857.  Welcome  Owen  Brown, 
"  *Dexter  M.  Leonard, 
"  Sidney  Smith  Rider, 
"  *Amos  Denison  Smith, 
"  *James  Youngs  Smith, 
"  *Jeremiah  Lewis  Diman,  Fail  River. 
"  *  William  Daniel  Brayton,  Warwick. 

"  George  Lewis  Clarke,  Providence. 
*Seth  Padelford, 

1858.  Lewis  Dexter,  Jr. ,  Providence. 
"  Atnos  Perry,  " 

"  Richmond  Pearl  Everett,  " 

"  *Josiah  Dunham  Hedge,  " 

■'  John  Gorham,  " 

"  *Henry  Bernadin  Drowne,  " 

"  *Byron  Diman,  Bristol. 

"  *Josiah  Whitaker,  Providence. 

"  William  Binney,  " 

"  *Thomas  Poynton  Ives,  " 

"  *Elisha  Dj'er  Vinton,  " 

"  *WiIliain  Cory  Snow,  " 

"  James  Haydon  Coggeshall,  " 

"  *John  Holden,  Warwick. 

"  *William  Greene  Williams,  Providence. 

"  *WilIiam  Taylor  Grinnell,  " 

"  Charles  Hyde  Denison,  Westerly. 

1859.  William  Danforth  Hilton,  Providence 
*Daniel  Allen  Taylor, 

"  *Henry  Clay  Whitaker,  " 

"  George  Beckford  Calder,  " 

"  *Robinson  Potter  Dunn,  " 

"  *William  Earle,  " 

"  *Jervis  Johnson  Smith,  Glocester. 

i86o.  *William  Snell  Haines,  Providence. 

"  *Daniel  Howland  Greene,  E.  Greenwic 

"  *Henry  Wight  Diman,  Bristol. 

1S61.  *William  Attmore  Robinson,  Providence 

"  Jabez  Comstock  Knight,  " 

"  *Abraham  Payne,  " 

"  Rufus  Waterman,  " 

1862.  William  Davis  Ely, 
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*i873 

*i8s8 

*i877 
*iS76 
*iS8t 
*iS87 

*iS78 

*i879 

*i873 
*i865 
♦1871 

*iS65 
*i86o 
*iS72 

*iSS7 
*i879 
*i88i 


^1886 
^1887 

^1867 
^878 
"1864 
"1887 
►1886 
"1884 
►1872 

'1886 


*  Deceased. 
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RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


ME  OF  BLEOTION. 

1862.  John  Spurr  Ormsbee, 

1865.  *john  Oldfield, 

"  Desmond  Fitzgerald, 

1866.  *William  Greene, 
"  Horatio  Rogers, 

1867.  *  Henry  Taylor  Cornett, 

"  *Charles  Augustus  Nichols, 

"  George  Taylor  Paine, 

"  John  Joseph  Meader, 

"  Albert  Varnum  Jenckes, 

"  Robert  Babcock  Chambers, 

''  Stephen  Stone  Keene, 

"  Charles  Blake, 

"  *John  Davis  Jones, 

1S68.  *  Henry  Rousmaniere, 

"  Amasa  Smith  Westcott, 

"  Henry  Jonah  Steere, 

"  Thomas  Wilson  Chace, 

'•  William  Babcock  Weeden, 

1869.  John  Erastus  Lester, 
"  William  Staples, 

"  Isaac  Harrison  Southwick, 

"  *Peleg  Weaver  Gardiner, 

1870.  Francis  Brinley, 

"  Benjamin  Frank  Pabodie, 

1871.  *Amos  William  Snow, 
"  Rowland  Hazard, 

"  Frederic  Street  Hoppin, 

"  *Robert  Wheaton, 
"  Sidney  Dean, 

1872.  Thomas  Williams  Bicknell, 
■'              James  Henry  Armington, 

Holder  Borden  Bowen, 
Edwin  Barrows, 
Amasa  Mason  Eaton, 
Henry  Lippitt, 
William  Francis  Channing, 
William  Grosvenor, 
William  Grosvenor,  Jr. , 
*Robert  Grosvenor, 
Francis  Wood  Carpenter, 
Johns  Hopkins  Congdon, 
Lyman  Bowers  Frieze, 


Providence. 


Warwick. 
Providence. 


Warwick. 
Providence. 


Newport. 
Providence. 


Warren. 

Barrington. 

Providence. 


North  Providence 
Providence. 


*i8So 
*i883 


1072 

'1877 


*i869 
*i8r)S 


^1878 
^1877 
^1874 


■1879 


*  Peceased. 


RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 
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DATE  OF  ELECTION. 

1873.  *Edwaid  Pearce,  Providence. 

"  William  Augustus  Mowry,  " 

"  Henry  Francis  Smith,  Pawtucket. 

''  Henry  Howard,  Coventry. 

"  Benjamin  Tucker  Eames,  Providence. 

"  *George  Henry  Corliss,  " 

"  *Henry  Lewis  Kendall,  " 

"  Samuel  Fiske  Hilton, 

"  *Joseph  Jesse  Cooke,  " 

"  Jarvis  Bowen  Swan,  " 

J-  Herbert  Sliedd, 

"  *George  Lyman  Claflin,  " 

"  Henry  Grinncll  Russell,  " 

"  Charles  Earl  Carpenter,  " 

"  William  Corliss,  " 

"  Walter  Blodgett,  " 

"  James  Clifford  Hidden,  " 

"  George  Russell  Drowne,  " 

"  *Daniel  Wanton  Lyman,  North  Prov. 

"  Sam  Ward  Clarke,  Apponaug. 

"  *William  Jones  Miller,  Bristol. 

"  *Joseph  Rogers  Brown,  Providence. 

"  Charles  Edwin  Boone,  " 

"  James  Henry  Eldredge,  E.  Greenwich. 

"  Charles  Hart,  Providence. 

♦Earl  Philip  Mason, 

"  Theodore  Winthrop  Phillips,        " 

"  Carlton  Albert  Staples,  " 

"  Benjamin  Francis  Thurston,         " 

1S74.  Olney  Arnold,  Pawtucket. 

"  *JSIatthew  Watson  Armington,  Providence 

"  Joshua  Melancthon  Addeman,       '' 

"  Nelson  Wilmarth  Aldrich,  " 

"  Stephen  Brownell,  "' 

"  *Ambrose  Everett  Burnside,  " 

"  Barnabas  J.  Chace,  " 

"  *Edward  Thompson  Caswell.  " 

>>«  Henry  Clay  Cranston,  " 

"  Daniel  Eugene  Day,  " 

♦Albert  Dailey,  " 
♦Arba  Ballard  Dike, 
Carl  William  Ernst, 

"  *Henrv  Lewis  Fairbrother,  " 


*iSSi 


"1888 
•■1883 

'18S1 


'1SS6 


*i8S6 

*iSS6 
*iS76 


♦1876 

*iSS7 

*iSSi 
»iSS7 


*iS77 
*i8Si 

•1S86 


*  Deceased. 
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SATR  OF  ELECTION. 

1874.  *Simon  llenrj  Greene,  Warwick. 

"  Henry  Augustus  Harrington,  Providence 

"  William  Henry  Hopkins,  " 

"  Albert  Holbrook,  " 

"  Thomas  Jefferson  Hill,  " 

"  *William  Sullivan  Johnson,  " 

"  William  Kellen,  " 

"  William  Gully  Randall  Mowry,    " 

"  Charles  Gerald  McKnight,  " 

"  George  Corliss  Nightingale,  Jr. ,  " 

"  Benjamin  Williams  Persons,  " 

"  *Benjamin  Gladding  Pubodie.         " 

"  Charles  Franklin  Paige,  " 

"  Erastus  Richardson,  Woonsocket 

"  James  Shaw,  Jr.,  Providence. 

"  Gideon  Lawton  Spencer,  Pawtucket. 

"  William  Henry  Traver,  Providence. 

"  Henry  Edward  Turner,  Newport. 

"  Charles  Frederic  Taylor,  Providence. 

"  *Samuel  Hazard  Wales,  " 

"  *John  Pitman  Walker,  " 

"  George  Washington  Whitford,     " 

1S75.  Charles  Aplin,  " 

"  William  Ames,  " 

"  *Albert  Gorham  Angell,  " 

"  John  Adams  Brown,  " 

"  William  Wanton  Dunnell,  " 

"  Henry  Wood  Gardner,  " 

"  Henry  Townsend  Grant,  " 

"  William  A.  Griswold,  " 

"  Robert  Ives  Gammell,  " 

"  Augustus  Samuel  Miller,  " 

"  Edwin  Augustus  Smith,  " 

"  William  Olney  Sherman,  " 

"  Samuel  Gardiner  Trippe,  " 

"  James  Eddy,  " 


■1885 


■iSSo 


*iSS6 
*i8S7 


'18S4 


*  Deceased. 


Note. — The  list  to  be  continued  another  year.     Information  as  to  full 
names  and  year  of  death  solicited. 
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LIFE  MEMBERS. 


1S73 

1S74 

•875 
1S76 
1877 
1879 


18S0 


1883. 

1884 

18S5 


1 886 


PATE  OF  ELECTION. 

1872.       George  Tajlor  Paine,  Providence. 

Henry  Truman  Beckwith,  " 

♦William  Greene,  Warwick.     . 

Rowland  Gibson  Hazard,  S.  Kingstown. 

J  lolder  Borden  Bowen,  Providence. 

Amasa  Mason  Eaton. 
*James  Youngs  Smith, 

Jarvis  Bowen  Swan, 
*Benjamin  Gladding  Pabodie, 
♦Albert  Gorham  Angell, 

William  Ely, 

Hezekiah  Conant. 
♦Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 
♦Amos  DeForest  Lock  wood, 
♦Royal  Woodward, 

Charles  Gorton, 
♦John  Pitman  Walker, 

Alexander  Duncan, 

John  Pitman  Mumford, 

Thomas  Poynton  Ives  Goddard 

Henry  Grinnell  Russell, 

William  G.  Weld, 

John  Nicholas  Brown,  '■ 

George  Peabody  Wetmore,  " 

Harold  Brown,  " 

John  Wilkinson  Danielson,         Providence. 


Pawtucket. 
Portsmouth. 
Providence. 
Albany,  N.  Y 
Providence. 

London,  Eng 
Providence. 


Newport. 


♦1883 


♦1876 

♦i88q 
♦1884 


'1880 
^1884 
*i8S2 

■iS87 


*  Deceased. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS, 


IX    THE    ORIJKK    OK    THEIR    ELECTION.        RESIDENCES    CIVEN    AS    WHEN- 
ELECTED. 


1823.  *Richai-d  Ray  Ward, 

"  *Benjamin  Bowen  Carter, 

"  *George  Gibbs, 

"  *Benjamin  Allen, 

"  *Francis  Baylies, 

"  *llenry  Wheaton, 

1829.  *Ed\vard  James  Thaj'er, 

"  *Amddee  Gowry  Williams  Thayer, 

1830.  *Charles  Christian  Rafn, 
"  *Abiel  Holmes, 

1S31.  *John  Farmer, 

"  *Henry  N.  Cruger, 

"  *John  Tanner, 

"  *William  Lincoln, 

"  *Samuel  Jennison, 

1833.  *Samuel  Lee, 

"  *Francis  Augustus  Coxe, 

"  *Charles  Wentworth  Upham, 

"  *William  Buell  Sprague, 

"  *Christopher  Columbus  Baldwin, 

1S34.  Joshua  Wilson, 

"  William  Copley, 

"  *Thomas  Robbins, 

1835.  *Robert  Southey, 

"  *Thomas  Thompson, 

"  George  Bancroft, 

"  *IIenry  Leavitt  Ellsworth, 


New  York.     . 

•1873 

" 

*i83i 

Long  Island. 

*i833 

Hyde  Park,  Eng. 

*i829 

Taunton. 

*i852 

New  York.     . 

*i848 

Paris,  France, 

*i858 

" 

*i868 

Copenhagen,  Den. 

*i864 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i837 

Concord,  N.  H.    . 

*i858 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Concord,  N.  H.     . 

*iS47 

Worcester,  Mass. 

*i843 

"     . 

*i86o 

Cambridge,  Eng. 

*i852 

I^ondon,  Eng. 

*iS53 

Salem,  Mass. 

*i875 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

*i87r> 

Worcester,  Mass. 

*i835 

London,  Eng. 

Oxford,  Eng. 

Mattapoisett,  Mass. 

*i856 

Keswick,  Eng. 

*i843 

Liverpool,  Eng. 

Northampton,  Mass. 

Hartford,  Conn.   . 

♦1858 

*  Deceased. 
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'835 


.836. 


'837- 
183S. 


1840. 


1841. 
1842. 
1859. 
1861. 

1868. 


*Gulian  Crommelin  Verplanck, 

♦John  Wakefield  Francis, 

♦Benjamin  Waterhouse, 

♦Roberts  Vaux, 

*Le\vis  Cass, 

*Henry  Rowe  Schoolcraft, 

*Timothj  Flint, 

♦Caleb  Atwater, 

*The  Duke  of  Cleveland, 

Councellor  de  Macedo, 
*Sir  Henrj  Agar  Ellis, 


New  York.    , 

Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
Philadelphia. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
New  York.     . 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Circleville,  O. 
England. 
Lisbon,  Portugal. 
London,  Eng. 


*Johann  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Schlegel,    Copenhagen. 


*Finn  Magnusen, 
♦Carlo  Botta, 
♦Robert  Walsh, 
♦William  Ellery  Channing, 
♦Thomas  Church  Brownell, 
♦Edward  Everett, 
♦Joseph  Story, 
♦Alexander  Hill  Everett, 
♦James  Luce  Kingsley, 

E.  W.  Werland, 
♦Bertel  Thorwaldsen, 
♦William  Hickling  Prescott, 
♦William  Cogswell, 
♦Friedrich     Heinrich    Alexander 

Humboldt, 
♦Charles  Abraham  Elton, 
♦Adam  Sedgwick, 

Nicol  Henri  Julius, 
♦Alexis  de  Tocqueville, 
♦Joseph  John  Gurney, 
♦Alexander  Young. 
♦James  Savage, 
♦John  Pickering, 
♦Timothy  Pitkin, 
*John  McPherson  Berrien, 

John  Eustis  Giles, 

Robert  Charles  Winthrop, 

Don  Bartolomeo  Mitre, 

Don  Domingo  Sarmiento, 

William  Leete  Stone, 

George  Hannah, 


Copenhagen. 
Italy.      . 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Hartford,  Conn.    . 
Boston,  Mass. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Newton,  Mass. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Copenhagen. 

Boston,  Mass. 


Paris,  France. 
Bristol,  Eng. 
Cambridge,  Eng. 
Berlin,  Prussia. 
Paris,  France. 
Norwich,  Eng. 
Boston,  Mass. 


Utica,  N.  Y. 
Savannah,  Ga. 
Leeds,  Eng. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Argentine  Republic. 

New  York. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


1870 
[861 
1846 
[836 
1866 
1864 
1840 
[867 


1869 
L836 
1847 
1837 
'859 

1865 
1865 
1S45 
1S47 
.85.: 

1844 
•859 
1850 

1859 
'853 
1S73 

1S59 
1847 
1S54 
1873 
1846 

[847 
1856 


•  Deceased. 
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1869.  Don  Antonio  Garcia  v  Garcia, 

1870.  Charles  Patrick  Daly, 

1871.  *George  Grote, 

"  *George  Gottfried  (lervinus, 

1872.  Hamilton  Fish, 

1873.  *Joseph  Henry, 

"  *\Villiam  Cullcn  Bryant, 

"  *John  Lothrop  Motley, 

1874.  James  Anthony  Froude, 
"  *Brantz  Mayer, 

1877.  *Marshall  Pinckney  Wilder, 
1878         Jose  Maria  Latino  Coelho, 

"  K.  Gislason, 

1879.  *Charles  Francis  Adams, 

1880.  Carl  Schurz, 

1883.  George  Edward  Ellis, 

1886.  fames  Hammond  Trumbull, 


Peru. 

New  York. 

London,  Eng.        .  *iS7i 

Heidelberg.  .         *i87i 

Washington,  D.  C. 

♦1878 
New  York.  .         *i87S 

London,  Eng.        .         *i877 
Oxford,  Eng. 

Baltimore.  .  *'879 

Dorchester,  Mass.         *i886 
Lisbon,  Portugal. 
Copenhagen,  Den. 
C^incy,  Mass.        .         *i886 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Boston. 
Hartford,  Conn. 


*  Deceased. 
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CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

IN    THE    ORDEK    OF    TIIKIK    ELECTION.  RESIDENCES    GIVEN     AS    WHEN 

ELECTED. 


1835.  *Andrew  Allen  Harwood, 

1836.  *John  Russell, 
"  *Peter  Force, 

1837.  *John  Henry  Clifford, 

1838.  *Maturin  Lewis  Fisher, 

"  *George  Washington  Greene, 

"  *Israel  Keech  Tefi't, 

"  Henry  Barnard, 

"  *Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow, 

"  *Bela  Bates  Edwards, 

1840.  John  Bagster, 

1842.  *Charles  William  Bradley, 

1846.  *George  Sumner, 

*'  *Cornelius  George  P'enner. 

1847.  Charles  Deane, 

1849.  *John  Wingate  Thornton, 

"  *Ben  Perlej'  Poore, 

"  David  Pulsifer, 

"  *Jacob  Bailey  Moore, 

*Charles  Nichols  Talbot, 

"  *WiIliam  Thaddeus  Harris, 

"  Corate  de  Circourt, 

"  *Samuel  Gardner  Drake, 

"  *Joseph  Barlow  Felt, 
1S50.       George  Sears  Greene, 

^853.  *George  Brinley, 

1857.  Charles  Congdon, 

1858.  Thomas  Stafford  Drowne, 
"         John  Ward  Dean, 

"  Henry  Crawford  Dorr, 


U.  S.  N. 

*i8S4 

Bluffdale,  111. 

*i884 

Washington,  D.  C. 

*i868 

New  Bedford,  Mass.     . 

♦1876 

Worcester,  Mass. 

*i879 

Rome,  Italy. 

*i883 

Savannah,  Ga. 

*i862 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i8S2 

Andover,  Mass.  . 

*i852 

London,  Eng. 

East  Haddam,  Conn. 

♦1865 

Boston. 

*i863 

Ohio 

*i847 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Boston,             " 

♦1878 

<>                   ti 

»i8S7 

New  York, 

*i853 

... 

*i874 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i854 

Paris,  France. 

Boston. 

»i875 

"       .         .         .         . 

*i86y 

New  York. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

*i875 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Boston. 
New  York. 


•  Deceased. 
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iS6o. 

1861. 
1 866. 
1867. 

1868. 


1869. 


1S5S.        Horatio  Gates  Jones, 

"        *Giles  Sanford, 
1S59.       Caleb  Davis  Bradlee, 
"        *Julius  Aboineau  Palmer, 
"  Samuel  Coflin  Eastman, 

"  Henrj  Thayer  Drowne, 

"        *James  Spear  Loring, 
"        *Joseph  Palmer, 
"        *Almon  Dan  forth  I  lodges, 
"  William  Stevens  Perry, 

*Charles  Ira  Bushnell, 
George  Henry  Moore, 
*William  West  Dobbins, 
*Frederick  De  Peyster, 
Frederick  Arnold  Holden, 
Samuel  Abbott  Green, 
James  Shrigley. 
Charles  William  Frederickson, 
*Nonce  Rocca, 
John  Gilmary  Shea, 
"  Ainsworth  Rand  Spoftbrd, 

"        *Isaac  Ray, 
"  Charles  Jeremiah  Hoadly, 

"  Daniel  Steele  Durrie, 

"         John  Watts  De  Peyster, 
"  Elbridge  Henry  Goss, 

"  Solon  Wanton  Bush, 

"        *John  Langdon  Sibley, 
"        *Nathaniel  Bouton, 
'•  James  Burrill  Angell, 

"  William  Phineas  Upham, 

"        *Ed\vin  Augustus  Dalrymple, 
"  John  C.  Stockwell, 

"  Samuel  Latham  Mitchell  Barlow 

"        *Stephen  Whitney  Phoenix, 

1870.  Samuel  A.  Briggs, 

"  Charles  Mjrick  Thurston, 

"        *Evert  Augustus  Duyckinck, 

nVilliam  Pitt  Palmer, 
"  Charles  Rau. 

"  Daniel  Garrison  Brinton, 

1871.  *Increase  Allen  Lapham, 
"        *John  Wilson, 

"  Benjamin  F.  Browne, 


Philadelphia. 

Erie,  Penn. 

*iS66 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Boston. 

*i872 

Concord,  N.  H. 

New  York. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*i88i 

Boston. 

*i87i 

"                ... 

*i878 

Nashua,  N.  H. 

New  York.   . 

*iS83 

Erie,  Penn. 

*i877 

New  York.   . 

*i882 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Tunis. 

♦1870 

New  York. 

Washington,  D.  C 

Philadelphia. 

*i88i 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Madison,  Wis. 

New  York. 

Melrose,  Mass. 

Boston. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

*i885 

Concord,  N.  H.   . 

*i878 

Burlington,  Vt. 

Salem,  Mass. 

Baltimore. 

*i88i 

New  York. 

*i88i 

Chicago,  111. 

New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

New  York. 

♦1878 

Philadelphia. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Salem,  Mass. 


*i8S4 


*i875 
*i868 


•  Deceased. 
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1871.  *Joseph  Lemuel  Chester, 

1S72.       Richard  Eddj, 

"  *Thomas  Hicks  Wjnne. 

"  *George  Henry  Preble, 
"  George  William  Curtis, 

"  Charles  Colcock  Jones,  Jr. , 

"  John  Fletcher  Williams, 

"  *Joel  Munsell, 

1873.  William  Cothran, 
*Francis  Samuel  Drake, 

"  *Edward  Jarvis, 

"  Carl  Neumann, 

"  Frederic  Dennison, 

"  *Dorus  Clarke, 

'*  Edmund  Farwell  Slafter, 

"  Benjamin  Franklin  De  Costa. 

"  Israel  Ward  Andrews, 

"  Henrj  Wheatland, 

"  Benson  John  Lossing, 

"  *Samuel  Foster  Haven, 

"  •Frederick  Miiller, 

"  Thomas  Treadwell  Stone, 

"  Albert  Harrison  Hoyt, 

"  *William  Chambers, 

J.  C.  Hoist, 
"  G.  J.  Bowles, 

1874.  *Frederic  Kidder, 

"  William  Jones  Hoppin, 

"  William  Whitwell  Greenough, 

"  *Samuel  Osgood, 

"  John  Ward, 

"  Alexander  Duncan, 

"  Lyman  Copeland  Draper, 

1875.  Percy  Daniels, 

"  *Charles  Handy  Russell, 

"  'James  Carson  Brevoort, 

"  Thomas  Fiske  Rowland, 

"  C.  Mason  Kinnie, 

"  *FrankIin  B.  Hough, 

"  *Edmund  Burke  O'Callaghan, 

"  Benjamin  Greene  Arnold, 

1876.  Marcus  Davis  Gilman, 
"  Silas  Bonfils, 

"  Phineas  Bates,  Jr., 


London,  Eng. 

«i882 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

Richmond,  Va.    . 

*i875 

Charlestown,  Mass.     . 

*i885 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Albany,  N.  "S'. 

*i88o 

Woodbury,  Conn. 

Boston. 

*i885 

.         .         . 

*i884 

Leipzic,  Saxony. 

Mystic,  Conn. 

Boston. 

»iS84 

New  York. 

Marietta,  O. 

Salem,  Mass. 

The  Ridge,  Dover  Plains,  N.  Y. 


Worcester,  Mass. 
Amsterdam,  Holland. 
Bolton,  Mass. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
Christiana,  Norway, 
(^lebec,  Canada. 
Boston. 
New  York. 
Boston. 
New  York. 

England. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
New  York. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Lowville,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 

Montpelier,  \'t. 
Mentone,  France. 
Boston. 


*i8Si 


'1883 


*iSSo 


'1884 

^1887 


*i88s 
*i88o 


•  Deceased. 
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1S76.  William  Elliot  Woodward, 

•'  Mark  Anthony  DeWolf  Howe, 

"  John  Summerfield  Brayton, 

1877.  Richard  Aaron  Wheeler, 

"  Elmer  Hewitt  Capen, 

187S.  Asa  Bird  Gardiner, 

"  George  Washington  Cullum. 

"  *Andrew  Atkinson  Humphre\s. 

"  Robert  Alonzo  Brock, 

"  *Isaac  Newton  Arnold, 

"  John  Austin  Stevens, 

"  Hiram  A.  Huse, 

"  Heussein  Tevfik, 

"  John  Fitch, 

"  Edward  Floyd  DeLancey, 

1879.  Charles  Rogers, 

"  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson, 

"  Thomas  Coffin  Amory, 

"  Ray  Greene  Huling, 

"  Edouard  Mavier  de  Montjau. 

iSSo.  Moses  Coit  Tyler, 

"  Samuel  Dunster, 

"  James  Grant  Wilson, 

"  Henry  Phillips,  Jr., 
Alfred  T.  Turner, 

"  James  Mason  Hoppin, 

"  Thomas  Williams  Bicknell. 

"  John  Chester  Buttre, 

18S2.  Carlton  Albert  Staples, 

"  Leander  Cornelius  Manchester, 

"  *John  Fowler  Miller, 

"  Wilfred  Harold  Munro, 

"  Charles  Hyde  Denison, 

"  Charles  Henry  Hart, 

"  Frederick  Clifton  Peirce, 

1883.  Stephen  Dennison  Peet, 
"  *Williani  Hague, 

"  Martha  Joanna  Reade  Lamb, 

"  Justin  Winsor, 

"  John  Thomas  Scharf, 

1884.  Abner  Cheney  Goodell,  Jr., 
•'  Adolphus  Skinner  Hubbard, 

1885.  Franklin  Bowditch  Dexter, 


Boston. 

Reading,  Penn. 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

Stonington,  Conn. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

West  Point,  N.  Y. 

New  York. 

Washington,  D.  C.      .         *i883 

Richmond,  Va. 

Chicago,  111.         .         .        *i884 

New  York. 

Montpelier,  Vt. 

Constantinople. 

New  York. 

London,  Eng. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Boston. 

Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Paris,  France. 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Attleborough,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Philadelphia. 
Boston. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
Boston. 
New  York. 
Lexington,  Mass. 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Washington,  D.  C.       .         *i886 
Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Philadelphia. 
Rockford,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 

Wollaston,  Mass.  .         *i887 

New  York. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Baltimore. 
Salem,  Mass. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 


*  Deceased. 
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1885.      Peter  Butler  Olney, 
"  Richard  Olney, 

"  William  Augustus  Movvrv 

Albeit  Alonzo  Folsom, 
•'        *Albert  Jay  Jones, 
"       •  Samuel  Briggs, 
1S86.        Kbenezer  Weaver  Peirce, 

•'         John  Russell  Bartlett, 
1SS7.       Eaton  Whiting  Maxcy, 
"  John  Winslow, 

George  Alfred  Raikes, 
James  Phinney  Baxter, 
18S8.       James  Tillinghast, 

William  Frederick  Poole, 


New  York. 
Boston. 


Rome,  Italy. 
Cleveland,  O. 
Freetown,  Mass. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
London,  Eng. 
Portland,  Me. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  111. 
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*  Deceased. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


FROM    ITS    COMMENCEMENT    UNTIL    THE    PRESENT    TIME. 


PRESIDENTS. 

James  Fenner,  ..... 

John  Howland,  .... 

Albert  Gorton  Greene,        .... 

Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 

Zachariah  Allen.     ..... 

William  Gammell,        .... 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Theodore  Foster,    . 

Henry  Bull, 

William  Hunter, 

Christopher  Grant  Champlin, 

Job  Durfee, 

William  Hunter, 

Albert  Gorton  Greene, 

Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 

George  Arnold  Bray  ton, 

Zachariah  Allen, 

William  Gammell, 

Francis  Brinley, 

Charles  Wentworth  Parsons, 


SECOND  V 

John  Howland, 

Theodore  Foster, 

Samuel  Eddy, 

John  Brown  Francis,    . 

Moses  Brown, 

Romeo  Elton,    . 

Albert  Gorton  Greene, 

William  Hunter, 

Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  Jr., 


ICE-PRESIDENTS. 


1822  to  1833. 
1833  to  1854. 
1855  to  1868. 
1868  to  1880. 
1880  to  1882. 
1882  to 

1822  to  1823. 

1823  to  1832. 
1832  to  1835. 
1835  to  1840. 
1840  to  1845. 
1845  to  1849 

1849  to  1855. 
1855  to  1 868. 
1868  to  1870 
1870  to  18S0. 

1850  to  1882, 
1882  to  1 888. 
1888  to 

1822  to  1823. 

1823  to  1828. 
1828  to  183 1. 
1 83 1  to  1835. 
183s  to  1837. 
I  S3  7  to  1843. 
1843  to  1S49. 

1849  to  1850. 

1850  to  1855. 
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<Teorge  Arnold  Bra3'ton, 

William  Read  Staples, 

Zachariah  Allen, 

George  Arnold  Bravton,    . 

Francis  Brinley, 

Charles  Wentworth  Parsons, 

Elisha  Benjamin  Andrews, 


SECRETARIES 


TREASTRERS 


William  Read  Staples, 
Thomas  Hopkins  Webb, 
William  Read  Staples, 
John  Power  Knowles,  . 
Thomas  Coles  Hartshorn, 
Charles  Wentworth  Parsons, 
Henry  Truman  Beckwith, 
Sidney  Smith  Rider,     . 
Edwin  Miller  Snow, 
Zachariah  Allen, 
George  Taylor  Paine, 
Amos  Perrv, 


John  Brown  Francis, 
John  Howland, 
John  Russell  Bartlett, 
Thomas  Wilson  Dorr, 
George  Baker, 
Welcome  Arnold  Greene, 
Richmond  Pearl  Everett, 


CABINET  KEEPERS   AND  LIBRARIANS. 

William  Read  Staples,  .... 

Walter  Raleigh  Danforth, 
Joseph  Howard, 
John  Gould  Anthony, 
Albert  Gorton  Greene, 
William  Read  Staples, 
George  Baker, 
Thomas  Coles  Hartshorn, 
George  Washington  Greene, 
Edwin  Martin  Stone, 
Amos  Perry, 

CABINET   KEEPERS  OF  SOUTHERN   DEPARTMENl 

Stephen  Gould, 
Benjamin  Baker  Howland, 


i8ss  to 

1 868. 

1868  to 

IS69. 

1869  to 

187a. 

1870  to 

1873- 

•   1873  to 

I8S2. 

1882  to 

1 888. 

.   I 888  to 

1822  to 

1830. 

1830  to 

1839- 

1839  to 

1841. 

1S41  to 

1S45. 

1845  to 

1849- 

1849  to 

185 1. 

1S51  to 

1861. 

.   1S61  to 

1866. 

1866  to 

1867. 

1S67  to 

1868. 

186S  to 

1873- 

.   1873  to 

1822  to 

1824. 

1824  to 

1833- 

1833  to 

1836. 

.   1836  to 

1842. 

1842  to 

1S54. 

•   1854  to 

1867. 

1867  to 

1822  to 

1S23. 

1823  to 

1824. 

1824  to 

1S25. 

1825  to 

18:6. 

.   1S26  to 

1836. 

1S36  to 

1841. 

I  84 1  to 

184.V 

1845  to 

1849- 

.  1849  to 

1851. 

1 85 1  to 

18S0. 

iSSo  to 

NT. 

1S22  to 

1829. 

1S29  to 

«835- 
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Stephen  Gould, 
George  Gordon  King, 
Benjamin  Baiter  Howland, 

Job  Durfee. 

Albert  Collins  Greene, 

Samuel  Eddy,    . 

Riciiard  Ward  Greene, 

Philip  Crapo,     . 

William  Ebenezer  Richmond, 

Christopher  Ellery  Robbins,  . 

William  Giles  Goddard, 

William  Aplin, 

John  Brown  Francis, 

John  Pitman,     . 

Tristam  Burges, 

Nathaniel  Bullock, 

William  Hunter, 

David  Benedict, 

William  Giles  Goddard,     . 

Nicholas  Gardner  Boss, 

Joseph  Leonard  Tillinghast, 

Stephen  Branch, 

Thomas  Francis  Carpenter, 

William  Henry  Taylor, 

William  Ebenezer  Richmonci, 

John  Pitman, 

William  Read  Staples, 

Usher  Parsons, 

Albert  Gorton  Greene, 

William  Wilkinson, 

George  Baker, 

Thomas  Hopkins  Webb, 

Romeo  Elton, 

George  Arnold  Bray  ton, 

John  Carter  Brown, 

Stephen  Gould, 

Robert  Johnston,    . 

William  Giles  Goddard, 

John  Pitman, 

Richard  James  Arnold, 

Joseph  Leonard  Tillinghast, 

Edward  Brooks  Hall, 

Joseph  Mauran,       ; 

William  Read  Staples, 


TRUSTEES. 


183s 

to  1837 

1837 

to  1838 

1838 

to  1877 

1822 

to  182S 

1822 

to  1824 

1822 

to  1824 

1822 

to  1832 

1822 

to  1829 

1822 

to  1S28 

1822 

to  1829 

1822 

to  1824 

IS22 

to  1825 

1824 

to  1831 

1824 

to  1828 

1824 

to  1828 

1825 

to  1830 

1827 

to  1832 

1827 

to  1840 

1827 

to  1830 

1828 

to  1830 

1828 

to  1836 

1828 

to  1840 

1828 

to  1842 

1S28 

to  183a 

IS29 

to  1836 

1829 

to  1831 

1830 

to  1837 

1830 

to  1835 

1830 

to  1844 

1831 

to  1833 

I83I 

to  1836 

1832 

to  1839 

1832 

to  1837 

1833 

to  1834 

IS34 

to  184.S 

1834 

to  1835 

1835 

to  1839 

IS36 

to  1845 

1836 

to  1846 

1836 

to  1841 

1837 

to  1838 

1837 

to  1849 

1838 

to  i84r) 

'839 

to  1841 
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Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  Jr., 
Samuel  Young  Atwell, 
Barzillai  Cranston, 
Thomas  Brown  Fenner, 
John  Power  Knowles, 
(ieorge  Baker,    . 
George  Arnold  Bravton,     . 
Amherst  Everett, 
Alexis  Caswell, 
William  Read  Staples, 
Thomas  Francis  Carpenter, 
Klisha  Dyer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Coles  Hartshorn, 
Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 
Christopher  Grant  Perry, 
Elisha  Reynolds  Potter,  Jr. , 
Usher  Parsons, 
Samuel  Osgood, 
Josiah  Phillips  Tustin, 

tOMMITTE 

Wilkins  Updike, 
William  Gammell, 
Samuel  Osgood, 
Edwin  Martin  Stone, 
John  Andrews  Rowland, 
Charles  Wentworth  Parsons, 
William  Gammell, 
John  Andrews  Howland,    . 
Jeremiah  Lewis  Diman, 
(jeorge  Lewis  Collins, 
\Villiam  Greene  Williams, 
Albert  Varnum  Jencks, 
William  Staples, 
William  Maxwell  Greene, 


COMMITT 

John  Russell  Bartlett, 
fJeorge  Taylor  Paine, 
Jeremiah  Lewis  Diman, 
Amos  Perry, 
Edwin  Martin  Stone,    . 
Charles  Wentworth  Parsons, 
John  Henry  Stiness,     . 


ON  MEMBERSHII 


EE  ON   PUBLICATIONS 


1839  to  1845 

1840  to  184 1 

1840  to  1847 

1 84 1  to  1845 
1841  to  1845 

1841  to  1842 
1S42  to  1849 

1842  to  1849 
1S44  to  1847 
1845  to  1846 
1845  to  1846 
1845  to  1849 
1845  t^o  1849 

1845  to  '849 

1846  to  1849 
1846  to  1849 

1846  to  1849 

1847  to  1849 
1847  to  1849 

1S49  to  '850 
1849  to  1852 

1849  to  1S50 

1850  to  1875 
1850  to  1854 
1852  to  i860 
1854  to  1 868 
1S60  to  1868 
1868  to  1S71 
1867  to  1S77 
1 87 1  to  1879 
1875  to 
1877  to 
1880  to 


1S71  to  i8S> 
1871  to  1873 
1871  to  iSSi 

1873  to  1874 

1874  to  1S82 
1882  to  1884 
18S2  to  1 886 


II  In  1S71  a  new  Constitution  waa   adopted,  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  this  was  made  a 
Standing  Committee. 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Alexander  Farnum,  . 

John  Larkin  Lincoln, 

Thomas  Vernon,    .... 

George  Moulton  Carpenter,     . 

William  F.  B.  Jackson, 

F-lisha  Benjamin  Andrews, 

Thomas  R.  Slicer, 

AUDIT  COMMITTEE. 

Amherst  Everett,  .... 

Elisha  Dyer,  Jr.,      .... 

William  Henry  Helme,  .  . 

Henry  Bernadin  Drowne, 

Richmond  Pearl  Everett, 

Henry  Truman  Beckwith,  . 

Walter  Blodgett,  .... 

John  Pitman  Walker, 

Lewis  Jones  Chace,      .... 

Edwin  Barrows,       .... 

Henry  Truman  Beckwith,        . 

Zachariah  Allen,      .  .  .  .  , 

William  Read  Staple's,  .  . 

William  Gammell,  .  .  .  . 

Edwin  Martin  Stone,    .... 

COMMITTEE    ON    LECTURES    AND    READ 

William  Gammell, 
Nathan  Bishop, 
Samuel  Osgood, 
Edwin  Martin  Stone,    . 
Henry  Truman  Beckwith, 
William  Henry  Helme, 
Sidney  Smith  Rider, 
Amos  Perry, 
Thomas  Arthur  Doyle, 
Richmond  Pearl  Everett, 
Albert  Gorton  Greene, 
William  Gammell, 
Edwin  Miller  Snow, 
Amos  Perry, 
George  Beckford  Calder, 


1882  to  1884 

1884  to  1886. 

1884  to  1886 

.   1886  to  1888 

1886  to 

1886  to 

1888  to 

1849  t^o  '865 

1848  to  1856 

.   1S56  to  1865 

1S65  to  1873 

1865  to  1867 

1867  to  1884- 

1874  to  iS8i 

187S  to  1887. 

i88(  to 

1884  to 

.   1888  to 

+ 

1867  to  1870 

.   1867  to  1868. 

1S67  to  1870. 

186S  to  1870 

ING  OK 

PAPERS. 

1S49  to  1857. 

. 

1849  to  185 1. 

1849  to  1850. 

1850  to  1861. 

1857  to  1861. 

1857  to  1863. 

i86i  to  1866. 

1861  to  1862. 

1862  to  1866. 

1863  to  1866. 

1S66  to  1S68. 

1 866  to 

1866  to  1873- 

1868  to 

1873  to  1874. 

II  In  1S71  a  new  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  this  was  made  a 
Standing  Committee. 

•|  This  Committee  was  inaugurated  in  1867  and  abolished  in  1870.  .    ...  , 
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Charles  Wentworth  Parsons, 
Barnabas  Benton  Hammond, 
Reuben  Aldridge  Guild, 

COMMITTEE  ON  CARE  OF  GROUNDS 

Albert  Gorton  Greene, 

(ieorge  Washington  Greene,  . 

Thomas  Coles  Hartshorn, 

Samuel  Greene  Arnold, 

Elisha  Dyer,  Jr. ,      . 

Welcome  Arnold  Greene, 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle, 

Henry  Wood  Lothrop, 

John  Andrews  Hovvland,    . 

Zachariah  Allen, 

William  Greene  Williams, 

Richmond  Pearl  Everett, 

Isaac  Harrison  Southwick, 

Toseph  Rogers  Brown, 

Albert  Daily, 

Henry  Jonah  Steere,     .  .  . 

Royal  Chapin  Taft, 


1874  to  1SS4. 
1874  to  18S7. 

.       188S  to 

AND  BUILDING. 

1849  to  1868. 

1849  ^O  1850. 

1849  to  1850. 
1849  to  1850. 

1849  to  1850. 

1850  to  1858. 
1854  to  1858. 

.   1858  to  1875. 

1858  to  1869. 
.   1868  to  1875. 

1869  to  1871. 

187 1  to  1875. 

1875  to 
1875  to  1877. 
1875  to  1877. 
1877  to 
1877  to 


COMMITTEE    ON    GENEALOGICAL    RESEARCHES. 

Henry  Edward  Turner,             .....  1S77  to 

Zachariah  Allen,      ......  1877  to  1881. 

George  Taylor  Paine,  ......  1877  to  1879. 

William  Augustus  Mowry,             ....  1879  to  1885. 

Bennett  James  Munro,              .....  1881  to  1S86. 

Horatio  Rogers,       ......  1885  to 

John  Osborne  Austin,                .....  1886  to 

COMMITTEE    ON    THE    LIBRARY. 

Sidney  Smith  Rider,            .....  iSSi  to  1883. 

Horatio  Rogers,             ......  iSSi  to  1883. 

Thomas  Durfee,      .             .             .              •             .'           •  iSSi  to  1S83. 

Charles  Wentworth  Parsons,               .              .             •             •  1883  to 

William  Babcock  Weeden,              ....  1883  to 

Stephen  Harris  Arnold,            .....  1883  to 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS.— 1838. 


ELECTKD.  KLECT 

18S5.     Aldi-ich,  Klisha  Smith  1S74. 

Aldricli,  Nelson  Wilmarth  1886. 

Ames,  William  1S57. 

Andrews,  Elisha  Benjamin  1879- 

Angell,  Edwin  G.  1880. 

Anthony,  John  B.  1880. 

Aplin,  Charles  1868. 

Arnold,  Olney  1883. 

Arnold,  Richard  J.  1884. 

Arnold,  Stephen  Harris  1887. 

Austin,  John  Osborn  1878. 

Bailey,  William  Mason  18S0. 

Bailey,  Richard  Arnold  1880. 

Baker,  David  Sherman,  Jr.  1877. 

Ballon,  Frederick  Milton  1885. 

BalloLi,  Latimer  Whipple  18S6. 

Barrows,  Edwin  1872. 

Barstow,  Amos  C,  Jr.  1874. 

]?arton,  Robert  1877. 

Barton,  William  T.  1881. 

Bates,  Isaac  Comstock  1876. 

Binney,  William  1S86. 

Blake,  Eli  Whitney  1887. 

Bogman,  Edward  Young"  1881. 

Bradley,  Charles  J874. 

Bradley  Charles  Smith  1S71. 

Brinley,  Francis  1881. 

Brown,  D.  Russell  1886. 

Brown,  H.  Martin  1S81. 

Brown,  John  Adams  1S77. 

Bugbee,  James  H.  1877. 

Bull,  Samuel  T.  1888. 

Bullock,  Jona  Russell  18S2. 

Burdick,  James  1S75. 

Calder,  George  Beckford  1877. 

Caldwell,  Samuel  Lunt  1849. 

Campbell,  Daniel  G.  1838. 

Campbell,  Horatio  Nelson  1S73. 

Carpenter,  Charles  Earl  1886. 


1874. 

1875- 
1885. 
1876. 
1880. 

1875- 
1874. 
1S87. 
1S77. 
1 88-1. 

1853- 
i88i. 
1881. 
1883. 
18S4. 
1872. 
1886. 
1876. 
1879. 


1887. 
1878. 
1881. 
1846. 
1S70. 
1883. 
1883. 

1875- 
1876. 
1878. 
1884. 
1884. 
1859. 
1887. 
1880. 
1876. 
•873. 


Carpenter,  Francis  Wood 

Carpenter,  George  Moulton 

Chambers,  Robert  B. 

Chace,  Lewis  J. 

Chace,  Jonathan 

Chace,  Julian  A. 

Chace,  Thoinas  W. 

Child,  Charles  H. 

Chapin,  Charles  Value 

Claflin,  Arthur  W. 

Clark,  Thomas  March 

Clarke,  E.  Webster 

Coats,  James 

Codman,  Arthur  Amory 

Collins,  George  Lewis 

Comstock,  Richard  W. 

Congdon,  Johns  Hopkins 

Cranston,  Henry  Clay 

Cranston,  George  K. 

Cranston,  James  E. 

Cushinan,  Henry  L 

Dart,  Edward  M. 

Day,  Albert  C. 

Day,  Daniel 

Day,  Daniel  Eugene 

Dean,  Sidney 

DeWolf,  John  James 

Dews,  Joseph 

Dixon,  Nathan  Fellows 

Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 

Dorrance,  Samuel  Richmond 

Douglas,  Samuel  Tobey 

Douglas,  William  Wilberforce 

Dunnell,  William  Wanton 

Durfee,  Charles  S. 

Durfee,  Thomas 

Dyer,  Elisha 

Eames,  Benjamin  Tucker 

Earle,  Charles  R. 


IlESIDENT    MEMBERS. 
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ELKCTKI). 


1856. 
1862. 
1858. 
1876. 

1882. 
1878. 
1885. 
1888. 

i88i. 
'855- 
1875- 
1844. 
18S4. 

1875- 
1885. 
1880. 
i88i. 
1850. 
1883. 

1875- 
1S78. 
1876. 
18S7. 
1877. 
1879. 
1883. 
1872. 
1872. 
1887. 
1882. 
1878. 
187S. 
1874. 
1884. 
1883. 
1871. 
t88i. 
1873- 
<873- 
!S74. 
1874- 
.874. 
1887. 
1871. 


Ely,  James  W.  C. 
Ely,  William  Davis 
Everett,  Richmond  Pearl 
Fay,  Henry   II. 
Usher,  Addison  Q. 
Fibher,  Charles  Harris 
Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
Foster,  Samuel 
Foster,  William  E. 
Gammell,  Asa  Messer 
Gammell,  Robert  Ives 
Gammell,  William 
Gammell,  William,  Jr. 
Gardner,  Henry  W. 
George,  Charles  II. 
Goddard,  Francis  Wood 
Goddard,  Moses  Brown  Ives 
Goddard,  William 
Goodwin,  Daniel 
Grant,  Henry  Townsend 
Greene,  Edward  A. 
Greene,  Henry  L. 
Greene,  Thomas  C. 
Greene,  W.  Maxwell 
Greer,  David  H. 
Gregory,  Harry 
Grosvenor,  William 
Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 
Guild,  Reuben  Aldridge 
Hall,  Jennison  C. 
Hall,  Robert 
Ilarknes^,  i\.lbert 
Harrington,  Henry  Augustus 
Harris,  William  A. 
Ilarson,  M.  Joseph 
Hazard,  Rowland 
Hersey,  George  D. 
Hidden,  Henry  Atkins 
Hidden,  James  Clifford 
Hill,  Thomas  Jefferson 
Holbrook,  AIl)ert 
Hopkins,  William  H. 
Hopkins,  William  H.,  2d. 
Hoppin,  Frederic  Street 


ELECTED. 

880.  Hoppin,  William  Warner 
885.  Morton,  Henry  A. 

843.  Ilowland,  John  Andrews 

885.  Ilowland,  Richard  Smith 

8S2.  Iloyt,  David  Webster 

S82.  Jackson,  William  F.  B. 

867.  Jencks,  Albert  Varnum 

881.  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 

885.  Joiinson,  Oliver 

850.  Jones,  Augustine 

883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 

876.  Kimball,  James  M. 

884.  King,  William  Dehon 
8S5.  King,  George  Gordon 
8S5.  King,  LeRoy 

883.  Klapp,  Lyman 

879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
883.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 

579.  Lincoln,  John  Larkin 

880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
878.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 
872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

851.  Littletield,  Alfred  II. 
S77.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 

877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

577.  Mason,  George  Champlin 
S84.  Mason,  George  Champlin,  Jr 
SSi.  Mason,  John  H. 

578.  Mauran,  James  E. 
883.  Meader,  Lewis  II. 

S76.  Metcalf.  Henry  B.,  Pawkt. 

875.  Miller,  Augustus  Samuel 

881.  Miner,  Francis  Wayland 

886.  Monro,  II.  Usher 
S76.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

886.  Mowry,  Raymond  G. 
874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 
877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

852.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 

580.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 

874.  Nightingale,  Cieo.  Corliss,  Jr. 

887.  Norris,  Samuel.  Jr. 
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ELECTED. 

ELECTED. 

i8So. 

Nojes,  Samuel  M. 

1882. 

Smith,  Charles  H. 

i879- 

Olney,  George  II. 

1875- 

Smith,  Edwin  Augustus 

18S3. 

OIney,  James  II. 

1869. 

Southwick,,  Isaac  Harrison 

1S62. 

Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

18S5. 

Southwick,  Isaac  Harrison,  Jr- 

187S. 

Owen,  Smith 

1874. 

Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1870. 

Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1880. 

Spicer,  William  A. 

18SS. 

Packard,  Alpheus  S. 

I88I. 

Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1874. 

Paige,  Charles  F. 

1869. 

Staples,  William 

18S5. 

Page,  Charles  II. 

1868. 

Steere,  Henry  Jonah 

18S3. 
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At  a  meeting  held  January  25,  1888,  Mr.  Levi  W.  Russell, 
Principal  of.  the  Bridgham  Street  Grammar  School,  read  a 
paper  entitled  "Forestry,  with  Special  Reference  to  Rhode 
Island." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  7,  1888,  a  paper  prepared  by 
Professor  Alpheus  S.  Packard  was  read  by  Mr.  David  W. 
Hoyt.  Professor  Stephen  F.  Peckham  made  an  extended 
address. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  21,  1888,  General  Horatio 
Rogers  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer, 
kept  at  Newport  and  Elsewhere  iu  the  Early  Part  of  the  Last 
Century." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  6, 1888,  Mr.  James  Phinncy  Bax- 
ter, of  Portland,  Maine,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Early  Voyages 
to  America." 

.  At  a  meeting  held  March  20, 1888,  Mr.  James  J3urdick  read 
a  paper,  giving  Reminiscences  as  a  California  Forty-Nincr, 
and  an  account  of  the  early  mining  excitement  on  the  Eraser 
river. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  3,  1888,  the  Secretary 
presented  letters  from  the  relatives  of  the  late  corresponding 
members,  Messrs.  Giles  Sandford  and  William  West  Dobbins, 
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referring  to  scenes  and  events  in  the  war  of  1812;  a  letter 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmartli,  of  Roxburj,  Philadelphia,  con- 
cerning- the  publication  of  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer, 
which  letter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications; 
a  letter  fi-oni  Mr.  James  H.  01ne\%  giving  a  classified  list  of 
the  Genealogical  and  Historical  Papers  left  by  the  Rev.  James 
P.  Root,  and  recommending  the  purchase  of  the  same  for 
$100,  This  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  Society. 
The  purchase,  by  subscription,  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  Judge 
Staples,  by  James  S.  Lincoln,  for  $100,  was  also  recom- 
mended. Letters  were  read  from  Messrs.  Henry  T.  Drowne 
and  James  M.  Yarnum,  announcing  their  inability  to  be  pres- 
ent and  represent  this  Society  at  the  Centennial  celebration 
of  the  settlement  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  inst.  The 
Librarian  called  attention  to  several  gifts  recently  received, 
among  whicli  was  a  banner  carried  in  the  procession  to  the 
Foundry  legislative  meeting,  and  brought  from  Acotes  Hill  in 
1842  by  the  late  Zachariah  Allen,  whose  family  presented  it 
to  the  Society.  On  one  side  of  the  banner  is  the  inscription 
"No  Terms  with  Tyrants,"  and  on  tlie  other,  "Republican 
Volunteers."  Mr.  Walter  Nichols  Reynolds  was  elected  a 
resident  member.  George  Walter  Edwards,  a.  m.,  and  Samuel 
Smith  Purple,  m.  i).,of  New  York,  were  elected  corresponding 
members.  Mr.  William  D.  Ely  reported  in  l)ehalf  of  the 
special  committee,  to  wiiom,  at  tiie  annual  meeting,  two  com- 
munications had  been  referred,  relative  to  a  monument  to 
Captain  John  Mason  and  friendly  Indians  on  Fort  Hill,  Gro- 
ton,  Connecticut,  that  plans  had  been  drawn  up,  and  it  only 
remained  to  be  seen  if  the  necessary  funds  could  be  raised. 
The  President  read  a  letter  from  our  associate,  Mr.  D.  Berke- 
ley Updike,  giving  an  account  of  his  successful  efforts  to  find 
the  grave  of  Mrs.  Hannah  (Gardiner)  McSparran,  aud  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Updike,  a  maj)  of 
that  j)art  of  Westminster  containing  tlie  ashes  of  this  woman, 
whose  portrait  adorns  the  walls  of  this  cabinet.  Mr.  James 
H.  Olney  was  introduced  by  the  President  and  read  a  care- 
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fully  prepared  paper  on  Thomas  Olney,  one  of  the  thirteen 
original  proprietors  of  the  Providence  Plantations,  and  his 
relations  to  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  17,  1888,  the  President  of  the 
Society,  Professor  William  Gammcll,  read  a  paper  entitled 
"  Rhode  Island  Refusing  the  Constitution  of  1781." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  3,  1888,  the  Secretary 
presented  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Cincinnati  E.xpo- 
sition,  asking  for  memorials  of  the  Rhode  Island  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Ohio,  and  thanking  the  Society  for  likenesses  of  Com- 
modore Abraham  Whipple,  Colonel  James  M.  Yarnum,  and 
Dr.  Solomon  Drownc,  the  three  most  distinguished  i)ioneers 
from  Rhode  Island,  in  the  settlement  of  the  "Northwest 
Territory."  The  Librarian  reported  that  the  Society  had  re- 
ceived during  the  last  quarter  274  bound  volumes,  602  |>am- 
phlets,  and  186  miscellaneous  articles,  consisting  of  his- 
torical relics,  family  and  personal  souvenirs,  and  works  of  art. 
Among  the  latter  is  a  portrait  of  the  late  Elisha  Dyer,  painted 
by  Lincoln,  tiie  gift  of  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Vinton,  in  the  name 
of  her  lamented  nephew,  Daniel  Wanton  Lyman.  The  I*res- 
ident  read  a  certified  copy  of  t!ie  last  will  and  testament  of 
the  late  Samuel  M.  Noyes,  which  contained  a  notice  of  the 
gift  to  the  Society,  after  the  decease  of  his  widow,  of  •"i!l2,000. 
The  President  announced  the  death,  during  the  last  quarter, 
of  Henry  Wood  Gardner,  April  4,  Charles  Smith  Brad'ey, 
April  29,  Samuel  M.  Noyes,  June  10,  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard, 
June  24,  and  Ira  Ballon  Peck.  June  26.  Messrs.  John  Rus- 
sell Bartlett,  Benjamin  Brayton  Knight,  George  Grafton  Wil- 
son, of  Providence,  and  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard,  of  Peace- 
dale,  were  elected  resident  members.  Edwards  Amasa  Park, 
D.  D.,  of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Zebulon  Lewis  White, 
A.  M.,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  Mrs.  Abby 
Isabel  Bulkeley,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  were  elected  correspond- 
ing members.  Professor  E.  B.  Andrews  reported  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee  on  Puldications,  recommending  an  arrange- 
ment with    the    American    Baptist    Publication    Society,  l)y 
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wliicli  the  "  Comer  Diary  "  maybe  ))ul)lislied — an  arrange- 
ment looking  to  the  interests  of  each  society,  without  any 
compromise  of  principles.  After  a  full  statement  of  the  plan 
proposed  the  Committee  on  Publications  was  authorized  to  act 
for  the  Society  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation.  The 
resignation  of  Professor  E.  B.  Andrews  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Publications  was  accepted,  and  the  Rev-.  Dr.  S. 
L.  Caldwell  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  Secretary 
stated  that,  at  the  re(]uest  of  ex-Governor  Dyer,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Henry  J.  Steere,  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Richmond 
P.  Everett,  B.  B.  Hammond,  was  appointed  at  the  July  quar- 
terly meeting,  1886,  to  report  on  Indian  localities  and  names, 
and  to  prepare  a  map  of  the  State,  showing  as  far  as  possil)le 
where  the  aboriginal  ti"il)es  and  branches  of  tribes  resided, 
and  giving  the  ancient, or  Indian  names,  as  well  as  the  mod- 
ern, of  various  localities,  both  on  land  and  water,  such  as 
points,  rocks,  woods,  swamps,  necks,  hills  and  valleys,  creeks, 
coves,  springs,  fords,  ferries,  and  noted  fishing  and  hunt)ng 
grounds.  At  the  October  quarterly  meeting,  1886,  Mr.  Mark 
H.  Wood  was  elected  a  member  of  this  committee.  Since 
that  date  one  member  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Hammond,  has 
passed  away,  and  another  member,  Mr  Wood,  has  spent  much 
time  abroad,  and  is  still  absent.  No  report  has  thus  far  been 
made,  and  none  seems  likely  to  be  made  under  present  aus- 
pices. The  Superintendent  of  the  topographical  survey  of 
the  State  solicits  the  aid  and  cooperation  of  a  committee 
having  just  such  aims  as  those  stated  above,  and  the  services 
of  Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson,  the  skillful  map  maker  of  Providence, 
may  now  be  secured  at  a  small  expense  in  the  preparation  of 
the  desired  map.  On  motion  of  the  Secretary  the  committee 
w^as  reorganized  and  enlarged,  so  as  to  consist  of  the  following 
named  members  :  Messrs.  Henry  J.  Steere,  Henry  T.  Beck- 
with, Richmond  P.  Everett,  William  D.  Ely,  Charles  W.  Par- 
sons, Edwin  Barrows,  and  Amos  Perry.  This  committee  was 
instructed  to  carry  forward  the  work  intrusted  to  its  charge, 
and  to  report  progress  as  to   the  results  of  its  investigations. 
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Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowiie,  of  New  York,  gave  an  address  on  the 
origin  and  history  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  fonnded  at 
the  disbanding  of  the  Continental  array,  June  24,  1783,  with 
Washington  for  its  first  President  and  Knox  as  its  Secretary. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Drowne  presented  to 
the  Society  a  history  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  New 
York,  consisting  of  a  royal  octavo  volume  of  366  pages,  with 
many  illustrations,  and  a  volume  containing  fac-K'nnih'H  of  the 
autographs  of  original  members,  and  also  of  tlie  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Order  as  first  written  out. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  2,  1888,  a  communi- 
cation   was  read  from   the  Committee  on   Genealogical   Re- 
searches, of  which  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner  is  the  Chairman,  call- 
ing attention  to  the  projjosed  publication,  by  Mr.  James  H. 
Olney,  of  the  genealogy  of  an  original  settler  of  Providence, 
Thomas  Olney,  and  his  descendants,  urging  the  importance  of 
this  work  and  expressing  the  hope  that  such  aid  and   coopera- 
tion  would  be  given  by  members  of  the  Society  as  to  secure 
its  speedy  issue  from  the  press.     The  Librarian  reported  that 
the    Society  had    received  during  the  last   quarter   eighteen 
bound  volumes,  268  pamphlets,  and  twenty-four  miscellaneous 
articles.     A  brief  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Localities  and  Names.     A  circular  had  been  issued,  setting 
forth  the  kind  of  information  desired,  the  nature  of  the  re- 
searches to  be  made,  and  soliciting  the  cooperation  of  citizens 
residing   in    different   parts  of   the   State.     Messrs.    Charles 
Patrick  Bennett,  Sandford   Billings  Smith,  Charles  RatliI)one 
Stark,  Clarence  E.  Peirce,  John  Franklin  Jameson,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  James  Hervey  Chace,  of  Valley  Falls,  were  elected 
resident  members  ;  Elisha  Benjamin  Andrews,  d.  d.,  Professor 
at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York,  was  elected  corres- 
ponding member,  and  James  Burrill  Angell,  ll.  d..  President 
of    Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  was  elected 
honorary  member.     The  President  announced  the  death  of  Dr. 
William  Grosvenor  since  the  last  meeting,  and  stated  thatthe 
Society  would  hold  its  next  meeting  on  the  80th  inst.,in  Man- 
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iiiiig  Hall,  where  the  President  of  this  Society  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  Brown  University  would  read  papers  commemorative 
of  the  life  and  services  of  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard,  ll.  d., 
who  was  the  senior  member  of  this  Society  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  a  benefactor  of  both  institutions.  The  wants  of  the 
Society,  especially  the  need  of  enlarged  accommodations  for 
its  library,  were  discussed  and  reference  was  made  to  a  sub- 
scrij)tion  of  5^1,000  each  from  the  late  Rowland  G.  Hazard 
and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Shepard,  Also  to  the  bequest  of  tlie 
same  amount  from  Mr.  Ira  Ballon  Peck,  of  Woonsocket. 
Mr.  Isaac  P.  Noyes,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
read  a  brief  paper,  showing  how  predictions  in  regard  to  the 
weather  can  be  made. 

A  union  meeting  with  Brown  University  was  held  October 
30,  1888,  at  which  two  papers  were  read  in  commemoration 
of  the  life  and  services  of  Rowland  Gibson  Kazai-d,  ll.  d. 
President  Gaminell  gave  an  address,  showing  what  Mr.  Haz- 
ard had  accomplished  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  President 
Robinson  dwelt  upon  the  character  and  work  of  Mr.  Hazard 
as  a  metaphysician. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  13,  1888,  Mr.  William  E.  Fos- 
ter, Librarian  of  the  Public  Library,  read  a  paper  entitled, 
"  The  Rhode  Island  Charter  of  1668." 
v  At  a  meeting  held  November  27,  1888,  Professor  J.  Frank- 
lin Jameson,  of  Brown  University,  read  a  paper  entitled, 
''  The  Records  of  the  Virginia  Company." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  11,  1888,  Professor  Edward 
P.  Smith,  of  the  Worcester  Technological  Institute,  read  a 
paper  entitled,  "  The  Movement  Toward  a  Second  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1788." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  28, 1888,  Rev.  Edward  Everett 
Hale,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  read  a  paper  entitled,  "The  Naval 
History  of  the  American  Revolution." 

The  sixty-seventh  annual  meeting  was  held  January  8, 
1889,  the  President,  Professor  William  Gammell,  in  tlie  chair. 
Reports  were  presented  \)y  the  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on 
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the  Library,  the  Coinniittcc  on  Btiildinir  and  Grounds,  tlie 
Committee  on  Publications,  and  hy  Mr.  Mason,  as  Procurator 
for  Newport.  The  reports  were  all  received,  adoj)tc(l,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pul)licat'ous. 

Messi's.  Rathbone  Gardner,  Henry  Brayton  Gardner,  Kvelyn 
Pierpont  Bartow,  of  Providence,  and  William  Job  Reynolds, 
of  Phenix,  were  elected  resident  members. 

The  President  prcsentedhis  annual  address,  noting  briefly 
the  work  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  announcing  the 
deaths  of  members,  and  calling  attention  to  certain  needs  of 
the  Society. 

The  Secretary  stated,  in  reply  to  the  in(iuiry  for  unfinished 
business,  that  no  reports  had  been  made,  first,  by  the  commit- 
tee appointed  July  3,  1883,  to  provide  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  lilirary;  second,  by  the  committee  aj)pointed 
January  13,  1885,  to  draw  up  an  act  to  secure  the  jjublication 
of  the  Colonial  Town  Records  of  tlie  State  ;  third,  by  the 
Committee  appointed  July  3, 1888.  on  Indian  names  and  local- 
ities in  Rhode  Island. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  l)e  assessed  on  each 
resident  meml)er  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized to  print  500  copies  of  the  proceedings,  to  include  the 
address  of  the  President,  the  annual  reports,  and  any  other 
papers  the  committee  shall  select,  provided  that  the  whole 
expense  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

It  was  voted  that  a  committee  of  three,  to  l)e  named  by  the 
President,  be  appointed  to  aid  the  Committee  on  P]nlarged 
Accommodations,  in  raising  money  for  the  object  in  view. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
Their  names  are  i)rinted  on  pages  three  and  four  of  this  vol- 
ume. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemkn  of  the  Historical  Society  : 

Tlje  usage  of  the  occasion  requires  that  I  detain  you  for  a 
little  time  from  the  business  of  this,  our  Sixty-seventh  Annual 
Meeting,  with  a  brief  review  of  the  yeai-  now  closing.  It  has 
been  a  year  of  continued  progress  in  the  work  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  the  work  of  collecting  and  i)rescrving  whatever 
may  illustrate  the  history  of  the  State  and  the  manners  and 
modes  of  life  of  the  successive  generations  of  its  inhabitants. 
As  will  appear  from  the  carefully  prepared  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  there  have  been  received  during  the 
year  518  bound  volumes,  1,745  pamphlets,  and  420  miscella- 
neous articles,  such  as  portraits  and  other  works  of  art,  memo- 
rials of  persons  or  events,  manuscripts,  printed  broadsides,  and 
other  similar  gifts,  making  together  2,683.  This  is  an  increase 
of  953  over  the  number  of  corresponding  articles  received  in 
the  year  preceding.  For  all  these  gifts  the  Society  makes 
grateful  acknowledgement  to  those  who  have  given  them  and 
solicits  for  the  future  the  continuance  of  similar  gifts  of 
everything  that  may  pertain  to  the  objects  which  it  is  engaged 
in  promoting. 

The  additions  of  every  kind  thus  i-eceived  are  catalogued 
under  the  direction  of  the  Librarian,  but  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  our  Cabinet  building  1  regret  to  be  again  obliged  to  say 
that  it  is  impossible  to  arrange  them  in  permanent  order  or  to 
provide  shelf  lists  to  assist  in  using  them.  This  is,  of  course, 
much  to  be  regretted,  and  I  hope  is  to  be  only  of  brief  dui'a- 
tion,  fo)"  it  is  becoming  every  year  a  more  serious  drawback  to 
any  use  that  may  be  desired  of  this  portion  of  our  collection. 
All  the  available  space  on  the  walls  of  the  l)uilding  has  for 
two  or  three  years  been  covered  with  shelves  that  are  already 
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crowded.  Until  this  space  lias  been  ciilarjied  additional  vol- 
umes and  pamphlets  and  articles  of  every  kind  that  may  he 
brought  to  the  Cabinet  can  only  be  piled  on  tal)l('s  or  floors 
without  arrangement  and  in  a  confnsion  that  is  anything  bnt 
creditable  to  the  Society. 

The  Cabinet,  1  am  happy  to  learn  from  the  fjibrarian,  has 
never,  in  any  former  years,  been  visited  by  so  many  enijuirers 
as  to  matters  of  all  kinds  which  should  hei'c  find  illustration 
or  explanation.  The  minds  of  people  thronghont  the  country, 
especially  in  all  the  older  States,  are  turning  more  and  more 
to  the  history  of  the  past,  and  are  regarding  with  increasing 
interest  whatever  pertains  to  the  condition  and  life  of  earlier 
generations.  We  may  expect  that  this  disposition  will  grow 
stronger  year  after  year,  and  it  should  be  our  endeavor  not 
only  to  encourage  it  but  also  to  be  ready  to  meet  and  satisfy 
all  the  enquiries  which  it  may  prompt. 

Many  of  the  volumes  and  of  other  contributions  which  have 
been  made  during  the  year  are  of  unusual  interest  and  impor- 
tance. For  such  notice  of  them,  however,  as  may  be  desii-ed 
I  must  refer  you  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Library.  The  gentlemen  composing  this  committee  have  given 
much  careful  attention  to  their  contents  and  their  respective 
merits  and  importance.  I  cannot,  however,  omit  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  of  the  volumes  and  j)ul)lications 
which  have  been  received,  the  class  containing  by  far  the 
largest  number  is  that  which  relates  to  family  genealogy,  and 
of  this  class  there  are  not  less  than  fifty,  a  very  considerable 
proportion  of  them  relating  more  or  less  to  families  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  fact  strikingly  illustrates  the  recent  rapid  growth 
of  interest  in  matters  relating  to  the  relationship  of  families 
especially  in  New  England,  for  it  is  to  New  England  families 
that  most  of  these  publications  relate,  and  it  is  here  that 
interest  in  these  enquiries  is  by  far  the  most  widespread.  For 
this  we  are  largely  indebted  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Henry  F. 
Waters,  who  has  done  more  than  any  other  votary  of  these 
studies  in  tracing  connections  between  American  families  and 
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their  Eiiglisli  ancestry.  His  "Genealogical  Gleaninos  in 
Eniiland  "  abound  in  interesting- and  suggestive  discoveries  as 
they  appear  in  the  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical 
Register. 

Among  the  Genealogical  volumes  which  have  been  received, 
that  styled  "The  Ballous  in  America,"  by  the  Rev.  Adin  Bal- 
lon, is  the  largest.  It  is  closely  connected  with  our  own  State. 
The  earliest  representative  of  the  family  settled  in  Provi- 
dence in  1646,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  conspicuous  here 
and  in  the  adjoining  parts  of  Massachusetts.  The  work  was 
undertaken  by  its  venerable  compiler  at  tlie  request  of  his 
brother,  our  late  associate,  Dr.  Ariel  Ballon.  Much  prepara- 
tion for  it,  however,  had  been  made  by  the  late  Ira  Ballon 
Peck,  our  associate  lately  deceased.  It  is  interspersed  with 
portraits  and  contains  biographical  notices  of  a  large  number 
of  the  distinguished  members  of  the  family.  It  is  a  thick, 
octavo  volume  of  more  than  thirteen  hundred  pages.  Equally 
comprehensive  and  elaborate  is  the  sumptuous  qnaito  volume 
devoted  to  the  several  families  bearing  the  name  of  Potter, 
also  a  long  conspicuous  Rhode  Island  name.  It  does  not 
attempt  to  trace  the  ante-American  connection  of  these  fami- 
lies, but  describes  them  with  great  fullness  since  their  settle- 
ment in  the  United  States. 

"  The  Chad  Brown  Memorial "  has  a  special  unity  in  its  design, 
for  it  traces  only  the  single  line  of  descent,  both  male  and 
female,  from  the  patriarch  of  the  race  in  America  who  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Providence.  It  is  prepared 
with  much  diligence  and  care  l)y  Mrs.  Abby  Isabel  (Brown) 
Bulkeley,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  It  is  to  a  certain  extent 
founded  on  a  pamphlet  relating  to  the  family  genealogy,  pre- 
pared by  Mr. Henry  T.  Beckwith  and  printed  in  1851.  It  is  not 
confined  to  genealogical  descent  alone  but  it  aims  "  also  to 
trace  the  influence  of  this  family  during  the  250  years  "  of  its 
existence  in  New  England.  Though  much  smaller  than  either 
of  the  preceding,  it  contains  several  portraits  and  many  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  members  of  the  race  no  longer  among 
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the  living.  The  author  states  in  the  preface  that  slie  lias 
deposited  a  copy  in  the  Library  of  this  Society,  in  which  she 
reqnests  any  errors  that  may  he  discovered  to  be  entered  for 
correction. 

Others  of  these  genealogical  volumes  contain  groups  of 
families  more  or  less  connected  with  each  other,  with  the  lines 
of  desce'nt  in  each  and  the  relations  among  them  all.  Indeed 
scarcely  any  two  of  these  volumes  are  precisely  alike  in  their 
purpose,  their  plan  or  the  maniier  in  wliich  they  arc  prepared. 
The  family  charts  also,  prepared  l>y  our  late  associate,  the 
Rev.  James  P.  Root,  a[)pear  to  be  skillfully  executed  and  to 
present  lines  of  succession  easily  followed  by  those  who  wish 
to  consult  them. 

This  noticeable  diversity  in  the  modes  in  which  family  gen- 
ealogy is  now  set  forth  must  soon  give  rise  to  practical  ques- 
tions of  no  slight  importance.  It  must  be  decided  which 
mode  secures  the  greatest  accuracy,  and  which  is  most  readily 
understood  and  most  easily  followed.  Tiie  incorjjoration  of 
biographical  notices  is  undoubtedly  gratifying  to  family  pride 
and  also  often  interesting  in  itself.  But  it  is  attended  with 
the  great  disadvantage  of  making  the  volumes  too  cumber- 
some for  easy  reference.  Biographical  notices  do  not  pertain 
to  genealogical  descent.  The  training  required  for  executing 
the  latter  might  not  be  suited  for  preparing  the  former.  If 
either  is  to  be  done  faithfully  and  with  accuracy  it  will  proba- 
l)ly  be  better  to  have  it  done  by  separate  hands  and  published 
in  a  separate  volume. 

At  our  quarterly  meetings  many  interesting  communications 
have  been  made  as  to  local  history  or  prominent  persons, 
which  were  the  fruits  of  individual  study  or  enquiry.  Brief 
papers  have  also  been  read  by  several  members  on  special 
subjects  to  which  they  had  given  their  attention.  In  this 
manner  the  knowledge  which  was  before  only  in  a  single  mind 
becomes  the  common  possession  of  all.  A  movement  has  also 
been  begun  for  settling,  so  far  as  practicable,  some  of  the  many 
open  questions    relating  to   Indian  names  and    localities   in 
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Rhode  Island,  the  specific  territories  which  were  lield  l)y  the 
several  tribes,  with  other  kindred  matters  })ertainiiig-  to  the 
aboriginal  occupants  of  the  soil.  An  enterprising  committee 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  work  of  prosecuting  enquiries  for 
this  purpose  among  those  in  all  parts  of  the  State  who  have 
given  attention  to  this  interesting  subject.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  l)e  able  to  secure  such  information  as  will  throw 
light  on  many  questions  of  the  class  which  T  have  described. 
A  corresponding  movement  was  proposed  many  years  ago  and 
Governor  Elisha  Dyer  and  the  late  Judge  Staples  with  others 
wore  appointed  to  carry  it  forward.  It,  howevei",  encountered 
difficulties  and  was  at  length  abandoned.  It  is  understood 
that  in  several  of  our  rural  towns  there  are  pei'sons  who  have 
given  attention  to  some  of  the  questions  that  remain  unset- 
tled, and  we  may  ])ope  for  their  assistance  in  obtaining  such 
facts  as  they  may  have  in  their  possession.  It  should  always 
be  kept  in  mind  that  in  the  quarterly  meetings  is  to  be  found 
the  real  life  of  the  Society.  Indeed  they  are  its  only  meet- 
ings for  business. 

Our  public  meetings,  which  ai-e  held  especially  for  the  read- 
ing of  pa[)ers  during  the  winter  months  of  every  year,  have 
been  well  attended,  and  the  Histoi-ical  Papers  which  have  been 
presented  have  been  received  with  interest  and  apprecia- 
tion by  those  who  have  listened  to  them.  It  is  now  fifteen 
years  since  they  were  begun,  and  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
Society  to  secure  for  them,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  best  ser- 
vices of  our  own  members  and  of  our  fellow  citizens.  We  have 
also  received  most  welcome  and  gratifying  assistance  from 
gentlemen  from  abroad,  well  known  as  votaries  of  historical 
studies.  These  occasions  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  so  long  maintained  are  certainly  a  creditable  contribu- 
tion to  the  winter  entertainment  and  instruction  of  the  people 
of  Providence,  and  especially  of  our  friends  and  neighbors 
whose  attendance  we  are  always  glad  to  welcome.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  subjects  and  of  the  authors  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  which  have  been  read  since  our  last  annual  meet- 
ing : 
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1.  January  27,  1888,  "  Forestry  with  Special  Reference  to 
Rhode  Island,"  by  Mr.  Levi  W.  Russell. 

2.  February  7,  "  Advantages  to  be  Derived  from  a  Geolog- 
ical Survey  and  Exi)loration  of  the  State,"  by  Professor  Al- 
pheus  S.  Packard,  Professor  Stephen  F.  Peckham,  and  Mr. 
David  W.  Hoyt. 

3.  February  21,  "  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer,  kept 
mostly  at  Newport,  from  1725  to  1738,"  by  General  Horatio 
Rogers. 

4.  March  6,  "  Early  Voyages  to  America,"  by  the  Honor- 
able James  Phinney  Baxter,  of  Portland,  Maine. 

5.  March  20,  "  The  Mining  Excitement  on  the  Frazer 
River  and  a  Forty-Niner's  Return  from  California,"  by  Mr. 
James  Burdick. 

6.  April  3,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  a  letter  relating  to  the 
burial  ])lace  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Gardiner  McSparran,  near  St. 
Margaret's  Church,  in  London,  with  a  plat  of  the  ground  pre- 
pared by  the  writer,  Mr.  D.  Berkeley  Updike  ;  also,  "  The  Life 
of  Thomas  Olney,  an  Early  Proprietor  of  Providence,"  by  Mr. 
James  H.  Olney. 

7.  April  17,  "  Rhode  Island  Refusing  the  Constitution  of 
1787,"  by  the  President  of  the  Society. 

8.  October  2,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  report  of  a  commit- 
tee on  ''Researches  Relating  to  Indian  Names  and  Places," 
soliciting  information  from  all  who  arc  able  to  give  it. 

9.  Octol)er  30,  "  Life  and  Services  of  the  late  Honorable 
Rowland  Giljson  Hazard,"  by  the  President  of  the  Society 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  G,  Robinson,  President  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, at  a  joint  meeting  held  in  Manning  Hall. 

10.  November  13,  "  The  Rhode  Island  Charter  of  1663," 
by  Mr.  William  E.  Foster. 

11.  November  27,  "  The  Records  of  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany," by  Professor  J.  Fi-anklin  Jameson. 

12.  December  "11,  "  The  Movement  for  a  Second  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1788,"  by  Profes.sor  Edward  P.  Smith, 
of  the  Worcester  Institute  of  Technology. 
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13.  December  28,  "  The  Naval  History  of  the  American 
Revolution,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  of  Bos- 
ton. 

For  three  of  these  papers  we  are  indebted  to  the  kindness 
of  friends  from  out  of  the  State.  The  remaining  ten  were 
furnished  by  members  of  the  Society. 

The  necrology  of  the  year  now  closing  comprises  the  names 
of  eleven  members  who  have  been  removed  by  death.  Among 
them  are  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  the  most  ven- 
erable in  the  lists  of  the  Society.  Their  loss  will  long  be  felt 
by  those  who  survive  them.  They  are  as  follows  :  Henry 
Wood  Gardner,  Charles  Smith  Bradley,  Samuel  Miller  Noyes, 
Rowland  Gibson  Hazard,  Welcome  Owen  Brown,  Ira  Ballou 
Peck,  Bennett  James  Munro,  William  Grosvenor,  Henry 
Lyman  Parsons,  James  Eddy  Mauran,  Zebulon  Lewis  White. 
Brief  sketches  of  the  lives  of  these,  our  deceased  associates, 
will  be  printed  in  our  annual  volume  containing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society. 

Among  our  honorary  members  we  have  to  record  the  death 
of  the  Honorable  Domingo  Faustino  Sarmiento,  who  was 
elected  in  1861,  and  among  our  corresponding  members,  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Israel  Ward  Andrews,  d.  d.,  long  the  distin- 
guished President  of  Marietta  College,  Ohio,  who  was  elected 
in  1870.  The  former  was  an  eminent  Statesman  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  and  was  born  in  1811.  Early  in  life  he  began 
to  devote  himself  to  the  interests  of  education  in  his  native 
country  and  subsequently  to  the  same  interests  in  the  neigh- 
boring Republic  of  Chili,  where  he  spent  several  years  in  the 
service  of  the  Government.  In  1845  he  was  sent  by  the 
Argentine  Government  to  several  of  the  countries  of  Europe 
and  also  to  the  United  States,  to  study  their  educational  sys- 
tems, and  published  the  results  of  his  observations.  Return- 
ing to  his  own  country  he  became  in  succession  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  San  Juan,  and 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  and  in  all  these  positions  he 
rendered  eminent  services.  He  represented  the  Government 
of  his  country  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Government 
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of  the  United  States  from  1864  to  1868,  and  on  his  return 
was  elected  President  of  the  Argentine  RepulJic,  and  held 
the  office  till  1874.  He  sought,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  shape 
the  institntions  of  his  country  after  those  of  the  United  States, 
for  which  he  had  a  warm  admiration.  He  gave  special  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  of  education  and  to  the  promotion  of 
science.  While  he  was  in  office  he  secured  the  services  of 
our  distinguished  New  England  astronomer,  Dr.  B.  A.  Gould, 
of  Boston,  in  founding  at  Cordoba  a  national  observatory  and 
in  conducting  it  for  many  years  for  the  purpose  of  observing 
and  cataloguing  the  stars  of  the  Southern  hemisphere,  a  work 
of  unsurpassed,  perhaps  unequalled,  magnitude  in  the  service 
of  astronomical  science.  While  attached  to  the  diplomatic 
corps  at  Washington  he  more  than  once  visited  Rhode  Island 
as  the  guest  of  his  friend,  the  late  Honoral)le  Samuel  G. 
Arnold,  and  in  1865  he  read  to  this  Society  an  admirably  pre- 
pared paper,  styled  "  The  Two  Americas."  This  paper  was 
printed  in  a  collection  of  his  works  in  the  Spanish  language, 
which  appeared  in  1870,  and  was  published  in  New  York. 
He  died  at  Ascension  in  Paraguay,  September  11,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Andrews  was  born  in  Danbury,  Connecticut, 
August  8,  1815,  and  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1837. 
He  soon  went  to  Ohio  as  a  teacher  and  was  appointed  a  tutor 
in  the  College  at  Marietta,  then  in  its  infancy,  in  whose  ser- 
vice he  spent  his  life.  He  was  for  many  years  a  professor, 
and  in  1835  was  chosen  President,  a  position  which  he  held, 
with  eminent  success  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  College, 
for  thirty  years,  resigning  it  in  1885,  in  the  seventieth  year  of 
his  age.  He,  however,  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life  to 
instruct  as  a  Professor  of  Political  Science,  including  Politi- 
cal Economy,  International  Law,  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  the  author  of  a  volume  known  as 
"  Manual  of  the  Constitution,"  which  has  been  widely  used  in 
American  Colleges  and  is  everywhere  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  text  books  on  the  subject.  He  was  distinguished  as  a 
votary  and  an  active  promoter  of  historical  studies,  and  was 
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one  of  the  founders  of  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical 
Society.  He  was  an  early  editor  of  tlie  "  Ohio  Journal  of 
Education,"  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  of  the  "  Quarterly 
Journal  of  the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society." 
Not  only  the  College  at  Marietta,  over  which  he  so  long  pre- 
sided, but  all  the  higher  interests  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  have 
felt  the  influence  of  his  services  and  his  character.  Dr. 
Andrews,  when  he  came  to  New  England,  often  visited  the 
Cabinet  of  our  Sociely  mid  looked  over  the  i)apers  here  which 
pertain  to  the  early  settlement  of  Ohio.  He  had  read  a  paper 
before  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  in 
Boston,  on  March  7,  1888,  and  on  his  way  home  stopped  at 
the  home  of  his  brother  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he 
died  of  pneumonia  on  the  18th  of  April. 

In  connection  with  our  deceased  associate  members,  whose 
names  I  have  read,  I  take  the  opportunity  to  state  that  three 
of  them  have  left  to  the  Society  substantial  proofs  of  their 
interest  in  its  pros))crity  and  in  the  useful  work  in  which  it  is 
engaged.  I  have  been  officially  informed  by  the  executor  and 
trustee  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Noyes  that  it  contains  a  bequest 
of  -112,000  to  the  Society,  subject  to  the  life  estate  of  Mrs. 
Noyes.  A  bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  Ira  B.  Peck  of  $1,000  will 
soon  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  to  constitute  a  fund,  "  the 
income  thereof  to  be  devoted  to  binding  the  books  of  said 
Society  and  the  preservation  of  its  ancient  papers."  A  gift 
promised  by  Mr.  Rowland  G.  Hazard  of  $1,000  has  been  paid 
which  was  designed  specifically  to  aid  in  the  enlargement  of 
our  Cabinet  building.  For  this  latter  purpose,  I  also  take 
great  jileasure  in  stating  that  two  ladies  of  Providence,  wholly 
without  solicitation,  have  promised  gifts  of  $1,000  each,  one 
having  already  paid  in  full,  and  a  third  gift  of  equal  amount 
has  been  promised,  to  be  paid  when  tlie  sum  of  $10,000  shall 
be  obtained  for  the  same  purpose.  We  have  thus  within  our 
reach,  without  solicitation  on  our  part,  $4,000  out  of  the 
$15,000  required  for  the  changes  which  have  been  i)roposed 
and  to  a  certain  extent  sanctioned  by  the  Society.  I  hope 
that  with  this  beginning  it  may  not  now  be  long  before  the 
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requisite  amount  is  fully  secured  and  tiic  work  of  cidarge- 
mcnt  so  greatly  needed  is  begun. 

The  centennial  celebrations  connected  with  the  formation 
and  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  have 
not  yet  come  to  an  end.  In  addition  to  the  mngnificcnt  cere- 
monies which  for  three  days  in  Scptomltcr,  1887,  commemo- 
rated the  com])letion  and  promulgation  of  the  Constitution  at 
Phihidelphia,  there  iiave  been  local  celebrations  of  its  adop- 
tion in  several  of  the  original  States,  and  in  the  coming  month 
of  April  the  inauguration  of  the  first  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  beginning  of  the  new  Government  are  to  be 
commemorated  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  these  events 
took  place.  These  transactions  relating  to  the  Constitution 
are  tlio  grandest  events  in  American  history.  To  know  them, 
to  appreciate  them  in  all  their  bearings  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  peoole  of  every  State.  The  Declaration  of 
Inde[tendencc,  the  battles  of  the  Revolution,  even  the  founding 
of  the  Republic  itself,  might  all  have  been  in  vain  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Constitutional  Government  which  was  framed  at 
Philadelphia  and  set  in  operation  in  New  York.  It  was  this 
that  enabled  us  to  become  what  we  are  as  a  nation. 

In  these  greatest  of  our  national  achievements  our  own  State 
took  no  part.  A  majority  of  tlic  Legislature  three  times  refused 
to  send  delegates  to  the  convention  that  framed  the  Constitution 
and  the  same  majority  for  nearly  three  years  refused  to  assem- 
ble a  convention  to  act  upon  its  adoption.  Still  further  must 
it  be  said  that  the  convention  itself,  in  its  meagre  majority  of 
two  votes,  virtually  declared  that  it  yielded  at  length  oidy  to 
necessity.  A  large  and  most  respectable  minority  of  the 
population  locjked  on  in  helpless  agony  and  des|)air  wliile  their 
deluded  and  reckless  fellow  citizens  were  brinii;ing  l)li<;ht  and 
ruin  to  the  good  name  and  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  this 
not  Ijccause  they  cared  for  the  decaying  and  wortldess  Con- 
federation, for  they  had  disregarded  all  its  most  essential 
obligations,  but  because  they  were  the  votaries  of  i)aper  money 
which  the  Constitution  unequivocally  condemned  and  prohib- 
ited.    It  was  only  when  this  delusion  began  to  lose  its  power 
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that  the  State  could  he  rescued  from  the  humiliating  condi- 
tion to  which  it  was  reduced. 

The  only  gratifying  reminiscences  connected  with  this  dis- 
mal period  in  our  local  history  are  those  of  the  patient  and 
conciliatory  treatment  which  the  State  received  from  the  great 
leaders  of  the  constitutional  party,  from  many  of  her  sister 
States,  and  especially  from  President  Washington  and  the 
Congress  of  tlic  new  Government.  As  the  conduct  of  tlie 
Rhode  Island  authorities  l)ecame  more  hostile  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, a  deep  sympathy  sprang  up  for  the  crushed  and  over- 
borne minority  of  our  people.  Nothing,  however,  was  done 
needlessly  to  offend  the  rulers  of  the  refractory  State.  Siie 
was  allowed  to  have  her  way  till  reason  should  return  and  slie 
should  again  he  in  her  place.  The  private  letters  of  Wash- 
ington which  have  been  published  show  nothing  but  tender- 
ness and  liDpefnlness  towards  her.  Only  once  in  these  letters 
does  he  refer  to  her  conduct  with  severity,  and  this  was  just 
as  the  North  Carolina  Convention  was  about  to  hold  its  second 
session  in  1789.  "No  doubt,"  he  writes,  "  is  entertained  of 
North  Carolina.  Nor  would  there  be  any  of  Rhode  Island, 
had  not  the  majority  of  those  people  bid  adieu  long  since  to 
every  principle  of  honor,  common  sense  and  honesty."  Two 
months,  however,  after  the  Constitution  was  adopted  here  he 
took  the  earliest  opportunity,  apparently  without  invitation, 
to  visit  the  State,  and  was  received  with  every  demonstration 
of  honor  and  respect. 

Equally  courteous  and  conciliatory  was  the  action  of  Con- 
gress. It  passed  acts  continuing  the  freedom  of  trade  with 
tlie  State,  and  only  when  her  Convention  adjourned  without 
action  was  the  time  definitely  fixed  for  her  to  take  the  conse- 
quences of  her  false  position  and  to  i)ay  her  allowance  of  the 
public  debt.  This  action  undoubtedly  helped  to  hasten  the 
final  result.  The  great  exposition  of  the  Constitution  and  of 
the  blessings  it  was  designed  to  secure  for  the  country  was 
set  forth  in  tlie  series  of  pa[)ers  now  known  as  tho  Federalist, 
written  by  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jay,  and  pub- 
lished in  a  New  York  newspaper.     In  these  papers  the  utmost 
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cai"C  was  taken  to  avoid  anything  that  might  look  like  a  threat 
offered  to  dilatory  States.  It  was  rather  assumed  that  there 
would  he  no  sucli  States.  In  oue  of  the  [tnpers,  however, 
written  hy  Mr.  Madison,  there  is  a  passing  intimation  as  to 
what  must  l)e  the  consequences  of  a  final  refusal.  It  points 
out  the  essential  fact  that  the  Union  is  indivisible,  and  that  if 
the  people  of  a  State  should  finally  decide  not  to  accei)t  the 
Constitution,  the  State  would  still  he  a  part  of  the  Republic, 
and  must  be  governed  as  a  Territory  of  the  United  States. 
This  intimation  has  long  become  an  essential  principle  of 
Constitutional  law,  and  our  State  came  rather  too  near  expe- 
riencing the  first  application  ever  made  of  it. 

It  was  in  full  accordance  with  this  idea  that  the  town  of 
Providence  in  1790,  as  the  Convention  was  al)Out  to  hold  its 
second  session,  instructed  its  delegates,  in  case  the  Constitu- 
tion should  be  finally  refused,  to  unite  with  such  other  towns 
as  might  desire  to  do  so,  in  plabing  themselves  under  the  pro- 
tection and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  of  which  their 
inhabitants  were  citizens  as  truly  as  of  Rhode  Island.  A  few 
days  later  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  the  State  was 
again  in  her  true  and  normal  relations  to  the  Republic,  of  which 
she  was  always  an  inseparal)le  part,  even  while  she  was  so 
stoutly  refusing  to  acquiesce  in  its  change  of  government,  and 
still  dreaming  that  she  could  be  independent  and  sovereign. 

I  have  called  attention  to  these  passages  of  our  local  his- 
tory because  they  are  naturally  suggested  by  the  centenary  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  time  when  tlm 
people  of  every  State  of  the  original  thirteen  may  well  look 
back  and  see  what  their  predecessors  did  for  securing  this 
great  result.  They  cannot  do  this  too  thoroughly.  In  Rhode 
Island,  as  often  happens  in  human  affairs,  it  was  the  patriotic 
minority  that  really  saved  the  State.  It  was  the  indomitable, 
long-suffering  few  that  waited  for  the  popular  frenzy  to  sub- 
side and  for  calm  reason  to  return.  So  soon  as  this  began 
the  Convention  was  called,  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and 
peace  and  good  will  once  more  reigned  among  the  long  decided 
people  of  Rhode  Island. 


21  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  Jan.  8,  1889. 

To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The    expenditures    of    the    Committee    on    Building    and 
Grounds  for  tlie  year  1888  have* been  as  follows: 

Amount  Paid  to  Walter  S.  Hoqo;, 
Paid  to  Robinson  Pierce, 
Paid  to  Burdick  Brothers, 
Paid  to  H.  A.  Ockel,       .... 

Total, $107  15 

Vouchers  for  the  several  payments  are  on  file  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ti'casurer. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee  on  Building  and 
Grounds, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTH  WICK,  Chairman. 


*69  53 

\^  m 

8  96 

10  00 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  I'cspectfully  present  their 
Nintli  Annual  Report. 

The  Lil)rary  iiiul  Cabinet  lias  l)cen  open  to  visitors  as  usual, 
Mr.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  being  continued  in 
the  office  of  Librarian.  The  crowded  state  of  the  rooms  gives 
them  a  disorderly  appearance,  and  seriously  imi)airs  the  use- 
fulness of  our  collections.  We  desire  that  every  volume  and 
pamphlet  should  have  its  assigned  place,  and  be  entered  in 
the  card  catalogue  with  a"  reference  to  its  appointed 
shelf  or  box.  Thus  only  can  we  make  our  Library  truly 
available,  and  do  justice  to  the  generosity  of  donors.  But 
this  is,  to  a  great  degree,  impracticable  now,  on  account  of 
the  want  of  shelf-room. 

For  this  reason  your  committee  have  not  made  as  much 
effort  as  usual  to  add  to  our  collections,  by  purchase  or  by 
procuring  or  soliciting  gifts.  We  have  mainly  contented  our- 
selves with  improving  special  opportunities  that  could  not  be 
expected  to  occui-  again,  or  with  p*urchasing  books  of  unques- 
tionable usefulness.  By  the  generosity  of  friends,  added  to 
the  constant  channels  of  influx,  we  are  able  to  report  more 
numerous  accessions  than  in  any  year  since  I880. 

The  whole  number  of  accessions  received  dniing  the  year 
1888  is  as  follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  518 

Pamphlets,  1,745 

Miscellaneous,  420 

Total,  2,683 
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The  most  valuable  collection  of  printed  and  manuscript 
material  received  during  the  year,  is  what  we  may  call  •'•  The 
Root  Papers."  The  Rev.  James  Pierce  Root  was  elected  a 
resident  member  of  this  Society  in  January,  1885,  and  died 
in  Providence,  December  26,  1887.  In  his  short  membership 
of  less  than  three  years  he  had  done  good  work  for  the  Soci- 
ety, and  given  promise  of  continued  and  still  greater  useful- 
ness. It  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  loss  that  we  accept  these 
collections  as  a  substitute  for  the  personal  service  he  might 
have  been  expected  to  render. 

At  the  request  of  your  committee,  Mr.  John  0.  Austin  has 
kindly  furnished  the  following  notice  of  these  papers  : 

"  Two  years  ago  mention  was  made  in  the  report  of  the 
Library  Committee  of  its  obligations  to  the  Rev.  James 
Pierce  Root,  for  arranging  the  '  Fenner  Papers.'  No  more  of 
these  kindly  offices  will  be  performed  by  his  ever  ready  hand  ; 
but  instead  we  have  now  to  record  the  receipt  of  the  collec- 
tion hereafter  to  be  known  as  the  '  Root  Papers,'  purchased 
of  his  estate  by  a  few  friends. 

"  It  is  difficult  to  even  group  for  description  this  extensive 
genealogical  collection,  but  it  may  be  said  briefly  that  it 
embraces  more  than  forty  paper-covered  manuscript  books, 
more  than  a  score  of  ancestral  charts,  and  one  or  two  copies 
of  early  plats  of  portions  of  Providence. 

"The  books  contain  genealogical  items  regarding  a  host  of 
Rhode  Island  families,  and  considerable  relating  to  families 
of  other  states.  A  few  only  of  the  names  can  be  given : 
Arnold,  Brown,  Eddy,  Fenner,  Greene,  Nightingale,  Peckham, 
Pitman,  Richmond,  Snow,  Steere,  Viall,  Waterman,  West- 
cott,  Whipple,  and  Williams  would  make  but  a  commence- 
ment of  the  enumeration.  Notable  in  this  collection  is  the 
account  of  the  Williams  family,  for  Mr.  Root  took  a  great 
interest  in  anything  relating  to  the  family  history  of  the  great 
founder  of  our  State. 

"  One  reason  for  Mr.  Root's  wide  and  general  interest  in 
Rhode  Island  families  is  doubtless  found  in  his  preparation  of 
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many  ancestral  charts.  The  reasonable  and  i)liilosoi)liic  basis 
of  these  vvas  to  give  equal  prominence  to  all  ancestors  of  an 
individual  and  not  merely  to  tlie  paternal  line.  As  a  result 
he  found  for  such  individual  over  a  thousand  ancestors  in  the 
space  of  nine  generations,  and  new  surnames  constantly 
appearing.  It  is  not  too  mucli  to  assume  that  the  final  rest- 
ing place  of  the  '  Root  Papers  '  in  the  archives  of  this  Soci- 
ety is  exactly  what  their  former  owner  would  have  desired. 
They  are  now  readily  available  and  serviceable  for  the  gene- 
alogical student." 

From  various  sources  we  have  received  genealogical  memoirs 
relating  to  the  families  of  Arnold,  Aylsworth,  Ballon,  Brown, 
Dyer,  Kendall,  Marsh,  Perry,  Pitman,  Porter,  Potter,  Powers, 
Spooner,  Stone,  Thurston,  Waters,  and  others.  Some  of  these 
families  are  closely  connected  with  this  State ;  some  of  the 
memoirs  are  elaborate  volumes. 

Three  of  these  works  deserve  our  particular  notice  from 
their  close  relation  to  the  history  of  Rhode  Island,  as  well  as 
the  great  amount  of  research  they  represent.  One  is  entitled 
"  The  Ballous  in  America,"  a  plump  octavo  of  more  than 
thirteen  hundred  pages,  edited  and  compiled  by  Rev  Adin 
Ballon,  and  planned  by  our  two  associates.  Dr.  Ariel  Ballon, 
(since  deceased),  and  Honorable  Latimer  W.  Ballon.  It  is  a 
work  of  great  industry  and  thoroughness,  founded  on  investi- 
gations in  England  and  France,  as  well  as  this  country.  The 
Ballous  appear  to  be  of  French,  but  not  of  Huguenot  origin, 
while  the  chief  head  of  the  family  in  New  England,  Mathurin 
Ballon,  who  appears  among  the  proprietors  of  Providence 
Plantations  in  1646.  came  probably  from  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land. The  family  name,  under  many  variations  of  spelling, 
has  been  well  known  for  centuries  in  England  and  Ireland. 
The  book  is  adorned  by  many  engraved  likenesses.  It  was 
given  to  us  by  Honorable  Latimer  W.  Ballon. 

A  handsome  quarto,  by  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Potter,  pub- 
lished in  Boston,  bears  the  title  of  "  Flistory  and  GcMenlogies 
of  the  Potter  families  in   Ainericii."      It  mentions  ten  of  the 
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name  wlio  came  from  England  and  became  lieads  of  branches 
of  the  family.  Four  of  these  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  three 
iu  Portsmouth,  and  one,  Robert,  in  Warwick,  where  he  joined 
in  the  Shawomet  purchase  and  in  the  heresies  of  Gorton. 
The  book  before  us  traces  the  descendants  of  each  of  these 
ten  heads  of  families  separately.  It  is  virtually  a  collection 
of  ten  genealogical  and  biographical  monographs,  each  paged 
by  itself  and  without  a  general  index.  Many  names  are  here 
found  which  have  won  distinction  in  Rhode  Island  liistory  or 
in  broader  fields. 

Another  important  published  contribution  to  the  genealogy 
of  Rhode  Island  is  "'  The  Chad  Brown  Memorial,"  by  Mrs. 
Abby  Isabel  (Brown)  Bulkeley,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a 
native  and  former  resident  of  Providence.  The  family  of 
Brown  has  been  one  of  the  most  conspicuous,  not  only  in  the 
mercantile  life  of  our  largest  city,  but  in  civil  appointments, 
in  philanthropy,  learning,  and  the  professions.  This  book 
follows  with  great  fullness  the  descendants  for  eight  genera- 
tions of  the  progenitor,  Chad  Brown,  in  certain  directions, 
leaving  some  lines  to  be  completed  by  later  investigations. 
The  work  is  freely  illustrated.  "■  The  design  has  been,"  says 
the  authoress,  "  not  only  to  preserve  to  coming  generations  an 
unbroken  account  of  descent  from  the  emigrant  ancestor,  but 
also  to  trace  the  influence  of  this  family  during  the  2r)0'years 
that  have  elapsed  since  its  founders,  Chad  and  Elizabeth 
Brown,  sailed  from  the  Old  World,  to  found  a  home  in  New 
England." 

The  census  of  Rhode  Island  for  1885  was  noticed  in  our 
President's  address  a  year  ago,  but  not  in  the  report  of  this 
committee,  not  having  been  distributed  in  com[)leted  form  nor 
added  to  the  librnry  till  after  the  last  annual  meeting.  We 
can  only  repeat  wiiat  was  so  well  said  by  the  President.  In 
addition  to  the  usual  tables  displaying  the  domestic,  social, 
industrial,  and  political  statistics,  and  the  growth  of  popula- 
tion in  the  State,  the  volume  contains  a  great  amount  of  varied 
information  relating  to  the  topography,  resources,  and  history 
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of  its  several  towns.  The  enumei-ation,  whicli  forms  the  basis 
of  the  census,  properly  so-called,  was  made  in  improved  meth- 
ods, while  the  tabulation  was  guarded  l»y  checks  which  almost 
mechanically  ]irevent  error  in  calculation. 

The  City  "of  Providence  has  presented  to  us  a  sumptuous 
copy  of  the  "  Proceedings  at  the  250th  Annivcrsai-y  of  the 
Settlement  of  Providence,  June  23  and  24. 188(3."  This  book 
is  the  memorial  of  a  very  interesting  occasion  in  the  annals 
of  our  principal  city.  It  contains  moreover  a  masterly  deline- 
ation of  the  history  of  Providence,  in  the  address  of  Chief 
Justice  Durfec,  in  which  he  brings  the  light  of  a  trained 
judicial  mind  to  bear  on  ve.xed  questions  concerning  the  trial 
and  sentence  of  Roger  Williams. 

We  have  received,  by  exchange,  a  "  Supplement  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Colonial   Records,  comprising  a  list  of  the   Freemen 
admitted  from  May,  1747,  to  May,  1754,  (Providence,  Sid.iey 
S.  Rider,  1875)."     This  document  gives  the  names  of  freemen 
admitted  in  each  town  in  each  of  the  eight  years.     The   list 
for  each  year  is  introduced  by  a  statement  like  the  following, 
(with  verbal  variations)  :    •'  The  persons  whose  names  here 
follow,  having  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the 
law  of'tliis  colony  against  bribery  and   corruption,  are  hereby 
admitted  to  give  their  votes  to  choose  officers  for  their  respec- 
tive towns,  and  also  to  give  their  votes  for  the   choice   of  the 
general  officers  in  the  colony."     These  lists  are  valuable  to 
the  antiquary  and  genealogist,  especially  as  being  the  earliest 
record  of  freemen  after  the  admission. of  several  towns   taken 
from  Massachusetts,  in   1746-7.     They  illustrate  the  social 
and  family  elements  then  introduced  into  Rhode  Island.     The 
law  against  fraudulent  voting  and  bribery  in  elections,  passed 
in  the°preceding  August,  required  every  voter,  as  well  as  every 
officer,  to  make  the  oath  or  affirmation. 

The  Librarian,  at  our  request,  has  furnished   the  following 
memorandum  in  regard  to  additions  to  our  collection  of  news- 

papers: 
"  The  Society  is  indebted  to  Messrs.  D.   Berkeley  Updike, 
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James  E.  Mauran  (lately  deceased),  Samuel  W.  Peckham, 
and  B.  Frank  Pabodie  for  ^'dts  of  unbound  volumes  of  news- 
papers. Mr.  Pabodie  has  furnished  for  several  years  com- 
plete sets  of  the  Providence  Daily  Journaly  arranged  for  bind- 
ing, at  the  end  of  each  successive  six  months. 

"  Mr.  Peckham  has  furnished  complete  sets  of  the  Newport 
Mercury  issued  in  the  years  1880-81-84-and-87. 

"  Mr.  Updike  has  contributed  many  volumes  of  the  New- 
port Mercnrij  that  formerly  belonged  to  his  ancestor,  the  Hon- 
orable Daniel  Updike.  The  first  of  these  volumes  was  issued 
in  1796,  and  the  last  one  in  1824.  There  is  no  volume  of 
either  of  the  years  1800-01-and-02.  The  only  complete  vol- 
ume of  the  series  is  that  of  1819.  The  volume  of  1818  lacks 
one  number  only  ;  the  volumes  of  1813  and  1815  lack  each 
two  numbers;  those  of  1807  and  1816  lack  each  three  num- 
bers, and  the  largest  number  missing  in  any  one  volume  is 
fifteen. 

"  The  volumes  of  the  Mercury,  presented  by  Mr.  Mauran, 
w6re  issued  between  the  years  1847  and  1879.  The  volumes 
of  1855-64-and-65  are  wanting.  The  volumes  of  the  fol- 
lowing years  are  complete,  viz. :  1847-48-49-51-53-54-57 
-58-59-60-62-63-67-68-70-73-74-75-76-77 -  78  -  79.  The 
volumes  of  1869-71-and-72  lack  each  one  number.  The  vol- 
ume of  1866  lacks  two  numbers.  The  volumes  of  1852  and 
1861  lack  each  three  numbers,  and  the  volume  of  1850 
lacks  ten  numbers. 

"  The  papers  tliat  wei'c  issued  near  the  close  of  the  last 
century,  and  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  became  by  age 
and  hard  usage  wrinkled  and  torn,  and  some  of  them  were 
otherwise  damaged.  These  all  had  to  be  ironed  and  repaired 
before  being  arranged  for  binding.  A  detailed  account  of 
the  unbound  volumes  above  referred  to  has  been  placed  on  file 
in  the  newspaper  catalogue-book  —  127-15.  To  render  these 
volumes  available,  tliey  must  be  bound,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  requisite  funds  will  be  placed  at  the  command  of  the  com- 
mittee. 
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"  Another  rare  and  valuable  newspaper  which  has  been 
much  sought  is  the  Herald  of  the  United  Stateft,  pul)lislied  at 
Warren  from  1792  to  1812  or  later.  Until  a  recent  date  only 
seven  numbers  of  twenty  volumes  of  this  issue  were  known 
to  be  in  the  library.  In  overhauling  the  newspapers  in  the 
basement  of  the  Cabinet,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  num- 
bers were  found,  belonging  to  different  volumes,  most  of  them 
inscribed  with  the  name  of  Theodore  Foster.  The  detailed 
account  of  these  volumes  is  also  filed  in  the  newspaper  cata- 
logue-book."* 

Notices  of  work  done  in  the  Libi-arian's  department  are 
filed  for  future  use.  This  work  lias  consisted  in  cataloguing 
pamphlets,  indexing  bound  volumes  of  manuscripts  and  other 
documents,  copying  manuscripts,  and  reclaiming  and  arrang- 
ing newspapers,  which,  from  lying  in  our  basement,  required 
drying  and  in  many  cases  ironing. 

Of  other  publications  relating  to  Rhode  Island,  received 
within  the  year,  we  may  name  a  few  : 

Miss  Hazard's  Memoir  of  Professor  Diman,  Bibliography 
of  Newport,  the  Providence  Franklin  Society's  Report  on  the 
Geology  of  Rhode  Island,  containing  results  of  original 
observation  as  well  as  a  full  bibliography  of  the  subject,  a  ser- 
mon on  the  death  of  Rev.  Joseph  Snow,  by  Stephen  Gano, 
Providence,  1803,  Memoirs  of  Jacob  Whitman  Bailey, 
''  Three  Holes  in  the  Chimney,"  a  story,  of  which  the  scene 
is  laid  partly  in  Providence  county,  and  which  introduces 
many  well  known  names,  Uncas  and  Miantonomoh,  a  his- 

*  The  following  extract  is  from  a  note  by  a  lady  of  Warren,  received  by  our  Secretary  just 
after  the  annual  meeting,  and  dated  January  9,  1SS9:  "  Nathaniel  Phillips,  who  figured  so 
largely  in  the  local  literature  of  AVarren  late  in  the  last  and  early  in  the  present  century, 
was  born  in  Boston,  May  17,  1756,  and  marriei  February  7,  1779,  Uobie  Waterman,  who 
was  born  in  Pawtuxet,  April  13.  1761.  He  died  in  Warrrn.  June  3.  183^.  His  wife  died  in 
the  same  place,  April  21,  1S33  '  Master  Phillips  '  not  only  published  a  newspaper  many 
years,  but  was  for  several  years  State  printer,  and  published  the  '  United  States  Diary  '  six 
years;  and  besides  this  literary  labor,  was  for  many  years  an  instructor  of  youth  in  War- 
ren, where  his  efficient  and  despotic  sway  kept  the  boys  m  physical,  if  not  in  mental  and 
moral  subjugation  to  his  rules  of  order  and  obedience.  Anotlier  newspaper,  with  another 
title  and  new  publisher,  appeared  in  Warren  in  1S13;  so  with  your  latest  copy  the  '  Herald 
of  the  United  States'  had  nearly  finished  its  course. 

Of  the  six  issues  of  the  '  United  States  Diary  '  our  library  contains  all. 
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torical  discourse,  delivered  at  Norwich,  in  1842,  by  the  late 
William  L.  Stone. 

We  have  received  three  valued  contributions  to  our  api)ara- 
tus  of  local  illusti-ation  :  Stevens'  Map  of  Rhode  Island  (edi- 
tion of  1846),  a  large  framed  photograph  of  the  old  Provi- 
dence Hotel,  which  stood  on  North  Main  Street,  at  the  corner 
of  Arsenal  Lane,  on  land  belonging  to  the  Dexter  donation, 
also  a  i-cpresentation  of  the  buildings  of  Brown  University, 
as  they  appeared  before  Manning  Hall  was  erected. 

Our  Cabinet  has  been  enriched  by  gifts  of  portraits  of  the 
following  persons  : 

Elisha  Dyer,  a  prominent  merchant,  manufacturer,  and 
land  owner  in  the  western  part  of  Providence,  and  father  of 
ex-Governor  Dyer,  now  our  oldest  resident  member.  Mr. 
Dyer  died  February  11,  1854,  aged  eighty-three.  An  oil 
painting  by  Lincoln,  given  by  Mrs.  F.  J.  Vinton,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Dyer,  in  the  name  of  her  nephew,  Daniel  W,  Lyman. 

James  Tillinghast,  President  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Soci- 
ety. Mr.  Tillinghast  is  of  Rhode  Island  descent,  and  a  mem- 
orandum on  the  reverse  of  this  picture  traces  his  lineage  from 
Elder  Pardon  Tillinghast,  of  Providence.  He  has  been  a  Ind- 
eral donor  to  this  Society. 

Joseph  Warren  Fearing  (1800-1862),  long  an  esteemed 
physician  of  Providence,  remarkable  for  unremitting  devo- 
tion to  medical  practice ;  said  never  to  have  taken  a  day  of 
rest  in  twenty  years.     An  oil  painting  by  Lincoln. 

Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  d.  d.,  (1763-1837)  author  of  the 
"  Annals  of  America,"  in  which  the  events  of  American  his- 
tory are  not  related  in  continuous  narrative,  but  referred  to 
the  several  years  of  their  occurrence.  He  was  for  many  years 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  and  was  the  earliest  historian  of  the  settlement  of 
French  Protestants  in  Oxford,  Massachusetts. 

From  Mrs.  Mai-tha  Howell  Burrough  we  have  received  pho- 
tographs of  the  Howell  family,  and  from  Mr.  Albert  Rosen- 
thal, of  Philadelphia,  six  fine  engravings  of  distinguished 
Americans  of  the  last  century. 
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Tiie  following  entry  in  our  accession-book  speaks  for  itself  : 
"A  banner  carried  in  the  procession  of  the  Foundry  legisla- 
tive meeting  in  Providence  and  brought  from  Acotes  Hill  in 
1842  by  the  late  Z.  Alien,  whose  family  present  it.  On  one 
side  is  the  inscription  :  No  Termi<  icith  Tf/ rants,  and  on  the 
other  side  Republican  Volunteers.''^ 

In  addition  to  its  duty  of  saving  the  perishing  materials 
of  Rhode  Island  history,  our  Society  aims  to  collect  the  best 
books  which  trace  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  several  Amer- 
ican Commonwealths.  One  such  work  presented  during  the 
year  is  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  E.  Ellis,  President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  bears  this  title,  "  The 
Puritan  Age  and  Rule,  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  1629-1685."  After  showing  how  revolt  against  the 
Papal  and  Prelatical  Church  made  room  for  the  Bible  as  foun- 
dation of  a  Church  and  State,  he  traces  the  experiment  of  a 
"  Biblical  Commonwealth,"  in  its  administration  and  its  down- 
fall, with  thorough  learning,  based  on  the  original  records, 
and  with  admirable  discrimination  and  candor.  In  four  special 
chapters  he  shows  the  working  of  the  theocratic  principle  in 
four  seasons  of  its  trial  :  The  banishment  of  Roger  Williams, 
the  Antinomian  controversy,  and  the  dealings  with  Baptists, 
and  with  Quakers.  Dr.  Ellis  appreciates  the  generous  quali- 
ties of  Williams  better  than  some  Massachusetts  historians, 
such  as  Palfrey ;  he  neatly  applies  John  Quincy  Adams'  epi- 
thet, "  conscientiously  contentious,"  to  Mr.  Adams  himself, 
turning  the  shaft  end  for  end,  and  truly  says,  "  Historians  of 
Massachusetts  and  historians  of  Rhode  Island  will  probably 
for  all  time  to  come,  as  heretofore,  have  two  ways  of  telling 
the  life  story  in  the  former  State  of  the  founder  of  the  latter, 
but  they  will  alike  honor  and  love  the  man." 

"  The  Pilgrim  Republic,  an  Historical  Review,"  by  the  late 
John  A.  Goodwin,  tells  the  story  of  New  Plymouth,  or  what 
we  now  call  the  "Old  Colony,"  from  its  first  settlement  in 
1620  till  it  was  merged  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
by  the  Charter  of  1691.     Under  a  modest  title,  we  have  here 
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the  best  narrative  of  the  fortunes  of  that  colony,  which  held 
toward  Rhode  Island  relations  of  congenial  sympathy  as  well 
as  neighborhood.  Founded  of  course  on  Bradford,  Winslow, 
and  the  other  original  authorities,  it  borrows  light  from 
numerous  recent  investigations  and  published  documents. 
It  emphasizes  the  distinction  between  the  Pilgrims,  who  were 
Separatists,  and  the  Puritans  of  Massachusetts,  who  adhered 
to  the  Church  of  England,  while  protesting  against  what  they 
deemed  its  abuses,  until  the  exigencies  of  their  new  home 
soon  drove  them  into  the  Independent  or  Congregational 
polity.  Mr.  Goodwin,  whom  some  of  us  remember  as  a  for- 
mer resident  of  Providence,  writes  in  a  style  of  vigor,  point, 
and  occasional  humor.  One  incidental  notice  of  Captain 
Myles  Standish  maybe  worth  quoting:  "  Standish  was  a 
friend  of  peace,  and  ever  ready  to  fight  for  it,  with  little 
regard  for  the  odds  against  him." 

The  papers  of  the  Rev.  Manasseh  Cutler,  ll.  d.,  make  a  valua- 
ble contribution  to  the  history  of  the  States  beyond  tlie  Ohio. 
Cutler  was  exceedingly  versatile,  even  for  a  Yankee  ;  was 
engaged  in  trade,  admitted  to  the  bar,  taught  a  school  in  his 
house,  and  practiced  medicine  ;  was  a  learned  botanist,  and  an 
early  scientific  explorer  of  the  White  Mountains,  and  was  set- 
tled over  a  church  in  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  As  agent  of  the  Ohio  Land  Company, 
he  made  a  very  extensive  purchase  of  land  in  the  Northwest- 
ern Territory,  and  was  influential  in  shaping  its  institutions, 
especially  in  the  prohibition  of  slavery.  He  was  afterwards 
a  member  of  Congress.  This  book,  though  delayed,  appears 
at  an  opportune  time,  in  connection  with  the  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  organization  of  the  great  Territory,  in  which 
Dr.  Cutler  took  an  honorable  part. 

To  these  works  of  permanent  historical  value  may  be  added 
the  following : 

"  The  British  Invasion  from  the  North  ;  the  Campaigns  of 
Generals  Carleton  and  Burgoyne  from  Canada,  1776-77,  with 
the  Journal  of  Lieutenant  William  Digbv,"  illustrated  with 
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historical  notes  by  James  riiiiiiiey  Baxter,  a.  m.,  of  Portland, 
Maine,  and  bearing  the  inij)rintof  Munsell's  Sons.  This  l)Ook 
throws  light  on  an  important  period  in  the  history  of  the  Rev- 
olution, a  period  with  which  one  of  our  own  students  has 
honorably  associated  his  name. 

Secondly,  "■  Institution  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
formed  by  the  officers  of  the  American  Army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, 1783,  with  extracts  of  the  Proceedings  of  its  General 
Meetings  and  from  the  Transactions  of  the  New  York  State 
Society."  Also,  "  Proceedings  of  the  General  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  1784-1884."  Both  of  these  volumes  were  pre- 
sented by  our  always  watchful  and  generous  friend,  Mr.  Henry 
T.  Drowne,  of  New  York. 

We  have  received  a  considerable  number  of  the  publications 
of  the  "  Archasological  Institute  of  America,"  from  our  Presi- 
dent and  from  Bishop  Clark,  and  also,  in  a  kindred  depart- 
ment, a  periodical,  in  regard  to  which  our  Librarian  furnishes 
the  following  note : 

"1  regard  the  Rev.  S.  D.Peet's  'American  Antiquarian,'  a 
bimonthly,  devoted  largely  to  Indian  history,  and  giving  many 
fine  illustrations  of  prehistoric  America,  mound-builders,  etc., 
as  worthy  of  special  mention.  We  have  ten  volumes,  all  in 
excellent  order." 

The  expenses  of  this  Committee,  under  the  Society's  annual 
appropriation  of  fIlOO,  have  been  as  follows  : 

For  books  and  periodicals. 
Binding, 

Stationery  and  furniture. 
Paid  Mrs.  J.  P.  Root, 

Total,  $68  65 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS, 
WILLIAM  B.  WEEDEN, 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


$30  50 

24 

30 

3 

75 

10 

00 

36  RHODK    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Providence,  Jan.  8,  1889. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  respectfully  report  that  the 
only  subject  at  present  under  their  consideration  is  the  print- 
ing of  the  Comer  Diary  with  the  annotations  of  Dr.  Barrows. 
They  have  submitted  to  the  American  Baptist  Publication 
Society,  doing  business  in  Philadelphia,  a  proposal  to  under- 
take with  our  Society  a  joint  publication. 

We  have  received  to-day  from  that  Society  an  offer  to  pub- 
lish the  book,  provided  the  Historical  Society  will  pay  the  cost 
of  stereotyping.  They  wiil  then  allow  us  ten  per  cent,  on  all 
copies  sold. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit  to  the  Society  the  ques- 
tion whether  these  terms  shall  be  accepted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

S.  L.  CALDWELL,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMIVllTTEE  ON 
HISTORICAL  RESEARCHES. 


Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

Gentlemen:  —  Your  Committee  on  Historical  Researches 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  spirit  which  has  shown  itself, 
within  a  few  past  years,  in  this  department  is  rapidly  advanc- 
ing, and  is  indicated  in  a  larger  number  and  more  complete 
publications  every  year,  quite  a  large  number  of  prominent 
Rhode  Island  families  having  been  recently  brought  out  in 
very  accurate  and  commendable  style. 

There  is  evidence  of  constantly  increasing  interest  in  this 
pursuit,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  as  more  intelligent  criticism 
is  applied  the  production  of  better  work  is  compelled. 

The  genealogy  of  a  family  is  to-day  expected  to  show  a 
scientific  and  impartial  manner  of  treatment  and  an  accuracy 
of  detail  that  was  too  often  lacking  in  the  earlier  attempts  at 
family  histories. 

During  the  year  several  Rhode  Island  genealogies  have  been 
published,  and  it  is  known  that  several  more  are  in  different 
stages  of  preparation.  Perhaps  the  earliest  of  these  to  appear 
in  print  will  be  the  Olney  Genealogy,  which  is  awaited  with 
much  interest,  it  being  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  in 
the  history  of  our  State. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

HENRY  E.  TURNER,  \ 
HORATIO  ROGERS,     |  Committee. 
J.  0.  AUSTIN,  ) 
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REPORTS  OF  THE   PROCURATORS. 
Report  op  Procurator  for  Newport. 


Newport,  R.  L,  Dec.  28,  1888. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society  : 

The  past  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  particular  gain 
in  collecting  historical  matter  in  Newport ;  but  the  few  earn- 
est workers  have  not  abated  their  zeal,  and  they  are  hopeful 
of  better  things  in  this  important  field.  Tliere  have  l)een 
occasional  meetings  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  at  the 
Society's  room,  on  Touro  Street,  and  the  venerable  President, 
the  Honorable  Francis  Brinley,  notwithstanding  his  infirmity, 
the  loss  of  his  sight,  has  presided  with  that  ease  and  grace 
which  has  always  distinguished  him  wlien  in  the  chair.  In 
April  he  favored  the  Society  with  an  address,  in  which  he  paid  a 
just  and  worthy  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Redwood. 
Other  papers  in  the  course  of  the  year  were  on  the  trial  of 
"  Ann  Hutchinson  and  Mary  Dyer,"  by  the  Honorable  William 
V.  Sheffield,  the  "'  French  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  H.  R.  Storer, 
M.  D.,  the  "  Founder  of  the  Newport  Historical  .Society,"  by 
Henry  E.  Turner,  m.  d.,  "  Reminiscences  of  California  by  a 
Forty-niner,"  by  James  Burdick,  Esq.,  and  "  Some  Reminis- 
cences of  Newport,"  by  James  C.  Swan,  Esq. 

GEORGE  C.  MASON. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Richmond   P.    Everett,    Treasurer^   in    account    -vith    the    Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

i8SS. 
Jan.   lo.     To  cash  on    hand,  .  .  ,  .  .         $     5   19 

1S89. 
Jan.     8.     Taxes  from  215  members,  .... 

Taxes  from  9  members,  overdue. 
Admission  of  14  members,       .... 
Interest  from   Providence    Institution    for  Savings, 

from  Life  Membership  Fund, 
Pamphlets  and  Proceedings,  sold, 


^>45 

00 

-7 

00 

70 

00 

44 

04 

16 

00 

ngs  for 


Cr. 

1S89. 
Jan.     8.     Fuel,  gas,  and  assistant, 

Postages,  meetings,  and  express, 

J.  A.  &  R.  A.  Reid,  for  publishing  proceed 

1SS7-S8,        .... 
Building  and  grounds. 
Library  committee. 
Cash  on  hand, 


There   is   deposited    in  the   Rhode   Island   Hospital 
Trust  Company,     .  .  .  • 


$807  23 

$  ^7^  75 
207  00 

131  oS 

107  15 

68  55 

20  70 

$807  23 


RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  Jan.  7,  1S89. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chace,  ^  ^^^^.^ 

Edwin  Barrows,  \ 

Ti  rr.   T>  1      Committee. 

Henry T.  Beckwitm,  ' 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Richmond   P.    Everett,    Treasurer,   in   account  -jjit/i   tha   Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

1888. 

Jan.   10.     To  cash  on  hand,           .             .              .  .             .     $  I1364   17 

Aug.   7.     Interest  from  Providence  Institution    for  Savings, 

for  January  and  July,  1SS7,            •  •             •               44  04 
Interest  from  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  for  January 

and  July,  1888,        .             .             .  .             .              13  82 

Nov.  28.     LeRoy  King,  for  membersliip,            .  .             .              50  00 


Cr. 

1888. 


$1,472  03 


Aug.   7.     Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,     .     $        4404 

1889. 
Jan.    8.     Cash  on  hand,  .....  i<427  99 


$1,472  03 
There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institution  for 

Savings,      .  .  .  .  .  •     $  I1O90  90 

Also  in  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  .  .  337  09 

$1,427  99 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providenxe,  Jan.  7,  1889. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

LewisJ.  Chace,  1  ^^^^j.^ 

Edwix  Barrows,  >- 

Henry  T.  Beckwith,  i      Committee. 
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Publication  Fund. 


Richmond   P.    Everett,    Treasurer,   in    account   -with    the    Rhode    Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

iS8S. 
Jan.    lo.     To  cash  on  hand,         .  .  .  .  .         $  218   10 

L.  S.  Foster,  of  New  York,  for  first  volume,  .  2  00 

May    2.     Interest  from  Rhode  Island    Hospital  Trust   Com- 
pany, ......  5  23 

Oct.  31.     Interest  from  Rhode  Island    Hospital   Trust  Com- 
pany, .  .  .  .  .  .  6  02 


$^31  .35 
Cr. 
1889. 

Jan.     8.     Cash  on  iiand,                .             .  .             .             .         $  231  35 

There  is   deposited  in    the   Rhode  Island    Hospital 

Trust  Company,                  .  ...          $  229  35 

In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  .             .             .                 2  00 


$-231   35 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 
'  Treasurer.      , 

Providenxe,  Jan.  7,  1S89. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 


LewisJ.  Chace,  .  ^^^^j.^ 

Edwin  Barrows,  >- 

TT  <T«    -D  _       I      Committee. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith,  ) 
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Building  Fund. 


Richtnond    P.    Everett,    Treasurer,   in    account   -uiith    the    Rhode   Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 
1888. 
Oct    12.     Donation  from  Miss  Julia  Bullock,  .  .     $   1,00000 

Dec.  12.     Donation  from  the  Honorable  Rowland  G.  Hazard,         i.ooo  00 


$2,000  00 
Cr. 
1889. 
Jan.     S.     Cash  on  hand,  .  .  .  .     $  2,000  00 

There  is   deposited   in   the   Rhode  Island   Hospital 

Trust  Company,  .  .  .  •     $  2,000  00 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence, Jan.  7,  1889. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

Lewis  J.  Chace,  |  Audit 

Edwin  Barrows,         r     ^  ... 

I      Commtttee. 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
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NECROLOGY. 


Henry  Wood  Gardner  was  born  in  Killingly,  Connecticut, 
September  17,  1821,  and  died  at  Providence.  April  4,  1888. 
He  was  the  youngest  of  ten  children  of  Brayton  Gardner  and 
came  with  his  father  to  Providence  in  early  youth.  He  was 
educated  at  the  Friends'  School  and  entered  upon  his  business 
career  as  clerk  for  the  High  Street  Furnace  Conipaiiy.  In 
1863  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Provi- 
dence Steam  Engine  Company,  of  which  in  1868  he  became 
president  and  treasurer,  holding  both  offices  at  tiie  time  of  his 
death.  He  vvas  also  at  the  time  of  his  death  president  of  the 
Coventry  Company  and  of  the  Union  Company.  He  served 
at  different  times  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  and  the 
board  of  Aldermen,  as  well  as  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  held 
the  office  of  post-master  for  the  city  of  Providence  from  1880 
to  1887.  He  married  Mary  B.  Rathbone,  eldest  daughter  of 
the  late  Stephen  K.  Rathbone,  September  8,  1846.  They  had 
five  children,  of  whom  three,  as  also  his  widow,  survive.  He 
became  member  of  this  Society  in  1875. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Smith  Bradley  was  a  member 
of  this  Society  from  July  1,  1846,  till  his  decease,  April  29, 
1888.  He  had  his  birth  in  Newlniryport,  Massachusetts,  July 
19,1819,  the  son  of  Cliarlesand  Sarah  [Smith]  Bradley.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  and  manufacturing  pnrsuits  in  Portland 
andBoston.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  Haverhill,  Massachu- 
setts, and  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  a  Baptist 
minister  of  distinction  in  his  day.  and  long  connected  with  the 
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government  of  Brown  University.  He  always  felt  the  tie  which 
bound  him  to  his  maternal  ancestry,  and  was  drawn  by  it  in 
part  in  the  selection  of  liis  college,  as  in  later  life  to  purchase 
his  beautiful  estate  of  Crane  Neck  Hill,  which  was  a  part  of 
the  ancestral  acres.  His  preparation  for  college  was  made  in 
the  Boston  Latin  School,  and  he  was  matriculated  at  Brown 
University,  in  the  class  admitted  in  1834.  His  class  was  one 
of  mark  and  he  won  the  first  place  in  it.  On  graduation  he 
was  appointed  Tutor  in  the  college,  serving  for  two  years. 
His  further  connection  with  it  was  as  one  of  the  Fellows 
from  the  year  1866  till  his  death.  In  this  office  he  did 
valuable  service,  especially  in  connection  with  the  renovation 
of  University  Hall  in  1883  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
was  granted  him  in  1867. 

In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Rhode 
Island,  having  pursued  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of 
Charles  F.  Tillinghast,  Esq.,  and  in  tlie  Harvard  Law  School. 
For  forty-six  years  he  was  known  first  and  most  prominently 
as  a  lawyer.  His  practice  and  his  success  were  very  much  in 
the  management  of  cases  to  1)0  tried  by  juries,  for  which  he 
had  many  obvious  qualifications.  He  also  had  a  large  practice 
in  cases  of  equity.  In  both  branches  of  practice  he  came  to 
the  front,  and  for  many  years  was  a  recognized  leader  of  the 
bar  in  Rhode  Island.  In  1866  he  was  elected  Chief  Justice, 
by  the  General  Assembly.  He  served  however,  but  two  years, 
returning  to  private  practice  at  the  end  of  that  time.  He,  for 
a  time,  gave  lectures  in  the  Harvard  Law  School,  and  in  1876 
was  appointed  Bussey  Professor,  continuing  in  service  for 
three  years. 

Judge  Bradley  was  greatly  interested  in  public  affairs,  and 
gave  much  and  serious  thought  to  political  questions.  His 
affiliations  were  with  the  political  party,  which,  during  his 
time  has  been  in  the  minority  in  Rhode  Island.  Perhaps 
also  he  was  inexpert  in  the  arts  of  the  practical  politician. 
And  so,  although  he  had  the  ability,  the  learning,  the  dignity, 
the  gifts  of  address,  and  many  of  the  qualities  which  would 
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fit  liim  for  high  political  station,  he  was  never  called  to  any 
high  office.  In  his  later  life  he  was  twice  an  unsncccssful 
candidate  for  Congress. 

The  tastes  of  Jndge  Bradley  were  scholarly,  literary, 
artistic.  He  was  fond  of  good  pictui-es  and  fine  engravings,  of 
wliich  he  had  made  an  elegant  collection.  He  was  fond,  too, 
of  his  farm  and  his  cattle,  and  found  in  them,  in  his  lateryears, 
a  source  of  perpetual  delight.  He  had  many  (lualities  of  the 
impressive  orator,  and  his  oration  before  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion of  Brown  University  in  1855,  one  at  the  250t]i  anniver- 
sary of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  and  one 
hefore  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  at  Cambridge  in  1879, 
showed  that  his  mind  moved  in  ranges  beyond  the  learning  of 
his  profession,  and  that  he  was  endowed  with  the  gift  of  elo- 
quent speech.  His  conversation,  as  well  as  his  general  strain 
of  discourse,  showed  how  mucii  his  imagination  and  his  sen- 
sibilities had  been  touched  and  refined  by  the  best  literature. 
One  felt  sometimes  that  the  law  had  taken  what  belonged  to 
scholarship,  to  letters,  even  to  poetry,  though  he  never  ven- 
tured, so  far  as  is  known,  into  verse.  Says  Professor  Thayer, 
"  From  the  beginning  he  had  always  a  great  charm  of  man- 
ners and  character.  In  earlier  life  he  was  very  slendei',  and 
his  aspect  was  that  of  a  refined  and  thoughtful  scholar. 
Later  on,  his  tall  figure  grew  fuller,  but  iicver  unwieldy,  and 
his  handsome  face  and  his  head  silvered  with  age,  became 
noble  and  expressive  of  strength,  dignity,  and  repose."  A 
portrait  by  Herkoraer  preserves  his  look  at  the  ripest  period 
of  his  life. 

He  had  acquired  fortune  as  well  as  honor,  and  left  a  hand- 
some estate.  He  had,  however,  borne  an  uncommon  share  of 
domestic  affliction.  He  had  buried  three  wives,  daughters  who 
died  quite  early,  and  two  sons  who  had  come  to  man's  estate, 
and  for  the  last  thirteen  years  of  his  life  was  left  comparatively 
alone.  He  had  then  retired  very  much  from  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  made  friends  of  his  books,  liis  pictures,  and  his 
herds.      Fond   of    his   home,    by  some  irony  of   fortune  he 


46  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

died  while  away  from  it,  at  the  Buckingham  Hotel,  in  New 
York,  of  disease  which  had  been  upon  him  for  some  months. 

He  was  more  than  a  nominal  member  of  this  Society.  His 
reading  had  been  very  much  on  historical  lines,  as  he  had  a 
liistorical  taste  and  temper.  He  had  been  accustomed,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  to  make  prolonged  visits  to  the  Cabinet  for  con- 
sultation, and  here  and  at  home  made  much  use  of  its  con- 
tents. His  membership  of  more  than  forty  years  has  been  an 
honor  to  the  Society,  as  it  is  now  to  have  his  name  on  the 
lengthening  roll  of  those  departed. 

Welcome  Owen  Brown,  m.  d.,  was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  Chad  Brown,  the  common  ancestor  of  the 
Brown  family  in  Rhode  Island.  His  grandfather,  Daniel 
Owen,  was  Deputy  Governor  and  Chief  Justice  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  an  early  proprietor,  in  company  with  General 
William  Barton,  of  the  town  of  Barton  in  Vermont.  Dr. 
Brown  was  born  in  that  town,  where  his  father  was  a  farmer, 
March  27,  1822.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  schools 
in  Vermont,  and  at  the  Friends'  School  in  Providence.  He 
afterwards  was  a  teacher  in  that  institution,  and  in  other 
schools  in  Rhode  Island. 

He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Henry  Wheaton  Rivers,  of 
Providence,  and  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
took  his  medical  degree  in  1852.  In  that  year  he  settled  in 
Pawtucket,  and  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medi- 
cal Society.  A  year  later  he  removed  to  Providence,  where 
he  continued  in  active  medical  practice  for  a  little  more  than 
thirty  years.  He  was  well  informed  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  faithful,  conscientious,  and  kind. 

He  served  as  Attending  Physician  of  the  Providence  Dis- 
pensary (eastern  district)  for  nearly  thirteen  years,  1855  to 
1868,  and  afterward  as  Consulting  Physician.  While  holding 
these  appointments  he  gave  much  attention  to  the"  Provident 
Dispensaries,"  common  in  English  towns,  in  which  working 
men  and  their  families,  on  condition  of  small  regular  pay- 
ments while  in  health,  are  entitled  to  medical  attendance  in 
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case  of  sickness.  Such  an  institution  now  exists  in  Provi- 
dence under  the  name  of  "Providence  Mutual  Health  Asso- 
ciation." 

Dr.  Brown  retained  through  life  a  working  interest  in 
geology  and  other  natural  sciences.  He  was  long  an  active 
member  of  the  Providence  Franklin  Society,  took  part  fre- 
quently in  its  exercises,  and  wrote  its  history  in  an  address 
which  was  published  in  1880.  He  was  its  President  from  1869 
to  1880,  and  introduced  useful  changes  in  its  operations, 
enlarging  its  membership  and  diversifying  its  procedures. 
Partly  as  a  result  of  his  labors  and  plans,  a  charter  was 
obtained  in  1871,  for  a  free  public  library,  art  gallery  and 
museum  of  natural  history  in  Providence,  which  by  amend- 
ment and  narrowing  of  its  scope  has  issued  in  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library,  opened  in  1878. 

He  was  long  an  industrious  and  faithful  member  of  the 
School  Committee.  He  wrote  numerous  paper-s  on  medical 
subjects,  reports  of  cases,  and  compends  of  knowledge  on 
special  topics,  which  are  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. 

About  three  years  l^efore  his  death  he  withdrew  to  his  native 
town,  an  invalid,  and  found  a  home  with  an  old  friend,  Dr. 
Skinner.  He  died  there,  May  9,  1888.  He  was  never  mar- 
ried. He  was  through  life  a  consistent  member  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends,  to  which  his  immediate  branch  of  the  family 
belonged.  He  joined  this  Society  in  1857.  He  reported  for 
several  years  its  proceedings  to  the  editor  of  the  "  Historical 
Magazine,"  and  to  the  end  of  life  was  interested  in  its  work. 

Samuel  Miller  Notes  was  born  in  Providence,  August  22, 
1812.  The  family  came  from  England  in  1634,  and  settled  in 
Salem,  Massachusetts.  His  father,  John  Miller  Noyes,  came 
to  Providence  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and 
here  married  Abijah,  daughter  of  John  and  Alice  (Crawford) 
Updike.  In  his  seventeenth  year  he  went  to  Cuba  with  Mr. 
Scott  Jenckes,  his  uncle  by  marriage,  who  owned  plantations 
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near  Matanzas.  Here  he  became  acquainted  with  plantation 
management  and  on  reaching  his  majority  engaged  in  the  trade 
then  carried  on  between  Cuba  and  American  ports,  especially 
with  New  York.  This  trade  became  very  profitable  and  he  at 
length  purchased  a  sugar  plantation  and  an  interest  in  a  coffee 
plantation,  winch  he  conducted  for  several  years.  In  1857, 
finding  that  his  own  health  and  tliat  of  members  of  his  fam- 
ily were  declining  under  the  influence  of  the  Cuban  climate, 
lie  sold  his  estates  and  returned  to  his  native  city  and  spent 
here  the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  Not  long  after  his 
return  he  was  visited  with  bereavements,  which  removed 
within  a  few  years  two  of  his  children  and  their  mother.  His 
life  was  thus  darkened  with  sorrows  which  he  bore  with  forti- 
tude and  submission.  He  was  fond  of  books  and  of  works 
of  art  and,  though  his  modesty  sought  to  hide  his  acquire- 
ments, he  was  possessed  of  varied  knowledge  and  a  cultivated 
taste. 

Mr.  Noyes  became  connected  with  several  financial  institu- 
tions of  Providence, and  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
in  the  community  as  a  judicious  counsellor  for  those  who 
sought  his  advice,  as  a  benefactor  of  the  poor  and  the  dis- 
tressed, and  as  a  friend  and  promoter  of  humane  institutions, 
to  several  of  which  he  left  generous  bequests.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Marie  Joanna  Castile,  whose  father  was  a 
Brazilian,  while  her  mother  was  a  native  of  New  England,  at 
that  time  living  in  New  York.  They  had  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy  and  two  with  their  mother  died  after  his 
return  from  Cuba,  and  the  remaining  two  within  the  past  few 
years.  In  1867  he  married  Mary  Louisa,  daughter  of  the  late 
Rev.  John  West,  of  Bristol,  who  survives  him.  His  own 
death  took  place  in  Providence,  June  10,  1888. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in  1880. 
He  manifested  an  appreciative  interest  in  its  objects,  and  often 
visited  its  Cabinet  and  made  valuable  contributions  of  books 
and  engravings  to  its  collections.  In  his  will  he  bequeathed 
to  the  Society  $12,000,  subject  to  the  life  estate  of  Mrs.  Noyes. 
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He  also  made  bequests  to  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  to  the 
Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  to  the  Home  for  Aged 
Men. 

The  Hon.  Rowland  Gibson  Hazard,  LL.  l).,died  at  Peace 
Dale,  South  Kingstown,  June  24,  1888.  He  was  horn  in 
South  Kingstown,  October  9,  1801.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  senior  member  of  the  Society,  having  been  elected 
in  1836.  The  life  and  services  of  Mr.  Hazard  were  commemo- 
rated in  i)apers  j)repared  by  the  President  of  the  Society  and 
the  President  of  Brown  University,  which  liave  been  published. 

luA  Ballou  Peck,  the  son  of  Royal  and  Abigail  (Ballou) 
Peck,  was  born  February  12,  1805.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed  upon  his  father's  farm  at  Wrentham,  Massachusetts. 
At  work  in  summer,  at  school  in  winter,  a  short  completive 
course  at  the  Academy  of  his  native  town,  and  now  and  then 
a  country  school-master  is  his  monotonous  biography  until  he 
attained  his  majority. 

Naturally  studious  and  ambitious  to  step  higher,  he  after- 
wards devoted  himself  to  teaching  and  to  study,  with  unvary- 
ing success  at  Canton,  Medway,  Dedham,  and  Attleborough, 
Massachusetts.  But  admonished  by  failing  health,  he  relin- 
quished his  cherished  pursuit  and  in  1831  entered  at  Woon- 
socket,  Rhode  Island,  the  then  youtliful  enterprise  of  manufac- 
turing. 

In  this  undertaking,  although  not  unsuccessful,  he  devel- 
oped no  remarkable  trait ;  first,  because  of  his  peculiar 
methods  of  thought  and  action,  and  second,  because  his  con- 
temporaries were  Dexter  Ballou,  Welcome  Farnum,  and 
Edward  Harris,  in  whose  presence  none  but  a  genius  in  the 
art  could  be  expected  to  shine.  His  active  labors  in  this 
department  of  industry  ceased  in  1860.  Since  then  he  has 
acted,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  as  assistant  master  in 
chancery  in  the  division  and  apportionment  of  the  waters  of 
the  Blackstone  river,  among  the  owners  thereof    at  Woon- 
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socket.  For  over  forty  years  he  served  as  director  of  the 
Woonsockct  Natiojial  Bank,  and  during  the  past  tliree  years 
was  President  thereof. 

His  genealogical  labors,  by  which  he  is  best  known  and  will 
be  long  remembered,  began  in  his  early  manhood.  For  fifty 
years  under  the  discouragements  that  attend  this  most  weari- 
some, thankless,  and  important  department  of  history,  he 
toiled  with  matchless  patience,  skill,  and  industry,  and  at  last 
achieved  a  work  which  for  accuracy,  deptli  of  researcli,  and 
clearness  of  expression  entitled  him  to  the  highest  praise  of 
the  student  and  the  antiquarian  and  placed  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  New  England  genealogists. 

His  first  studies  were  upon  his  maternal  ancestry,  the  Bal- 
lous,  which,  after  pursuing  for  some  years  and  after  collect- 
ing and  arranging  a  vast  amount  of  material,  he  temporarily 
put  aside  to  begin  and  complete  the  work  which  bears  his 
name.  At  the  completion  of  this  enduring  monument,  he 
again  took  up  the  thread  which  he  had  dropped  some  thirty 
years  before  and  with  mature  judgment  and  redoubled  zeal 
set  about  the  Herculean  task  of  not  only  composing  the 
history  of  the  Ballous,  but  also  of  tracing  out  all  branches 
whicli  had  been  engrafted  thereon  since  colonial  times.  But 
at  last  conscious  of  the  accelerating  strides  of  Time,  and  per- 
haps with  a  premonition  of  the  end  which  so  suddenly  over- 
took him,  while  in  the  apparent  enjoyment  of  health  and 
strength,  he  conveyed  the  matter  to  other  members  of  the 
family,  who  had  not  only  a  deep  personal  interest  in  the  under- 
taking but  also  a  strong  desire  to  preserve  in  an  enduring 
foim  the  rich  treasure  which  he  had  accumulated. 

These  afterwards  procured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Adin 
Ballon,  who,  in  an  admirable  manner,  has  arranged,  com- 
pleted, and  presented  to  the  world  a  work  which  links  his 
name  with  that  of  one  of  the  illustrious  genealogists  of  his 
time. 

Mr.  Peck  died  suddenly  on  the  afternoon  of  June  27, 1888, 
at  his  family  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Ai-nold's  Mills,  Cumber- 
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land,  Rhode  Island,  wliitlicr  ho  had  ironc  alone  (o  |thuit  inyi-tlo 
npon  the  j^raves  of  his  loved  ones. 

In  his  will  he  left  the  following;  pnhlic  heqncsts  :  The 
income  of  $4,000  to  the  Cumberland  cemetery  ;  -f^OOO  to  the 
Elder  Ballon  cemetery  ;  of  $1,000  to  the  New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Society,  and  of  $1,000  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society 

No  citizen  of  Woonsocket,  for  a  period  of  fifty  years,  was 
so  little  and  so  well  known  as  Ira  B.  Peck.  His  form  was 
daily  seen  npon  its  streets;  ins  delil)ciate  movements.  Ids 
thoughtfnl  demeanor,  his  slow,  measured,  quaint  l>ut  earnest 
speech  made  him  a  marked  individuality  in  tlie  community. 
And  yet  had  he  lived  a  life  of  utter  seclusion  and  solitude  his 
real  self  could  hardly  have  been  less  seen  and  heai-d  and  felt 
by  even  those  who  fancied  from  their  daily  and  almost  hourly 
intercourse  with  him  that  they  knew  him  well.  Nor  was  that 
cloak  by  which  he  was  so  completely  hidden  from  his  fellows 
a  garment  that  he  himself  had  fashioned.  Nay.  had  it  been, 
our  friend  would  have  been  known  to  all,  fi>r  all  the  cloaks 
that  men  sometimes  assume  whereby  to  mask  their  inner  selves 
have  holes  or  oatches  or  transparency  sufificient  even  to  mag- 
nify that  which  they  strive  the  most  to  hide.  But  Mr.  Peck  had 
nothing  to  conceal.  His  outer  covering  was  not  of  his  own 
choice  or  making.  His  mask  was  stifling,  his  shield  oppressive, 
his  armor  an  incubus.  And  to  the  few,  the  very  few,  who  were 
permitted  to  sec  and  to  liear  him  as  he  was,  was  revealed  a 
character  of  the  sweetest  and  noblest  mould,  a  heart  as  pure, 
as  gentle,  and  as  sensitive  as  a  child,  and  a  mind  as  clear,  as 
well  disciplined  by  wisdom  and  stored  with  learning  as  that  of 
many  a  j)liilosopher  whose  name  is  now  a  household  word. 

The  foregoing  sketch  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Erastus  Richard- 
son, a  neighbor  and  friend  of  the  deceased.  Mr.  Peck  became 
a  member  of  this  Society  in  1884,  from  which  time  until  his 
death  he  visited  the  Cabinet  at  stated  periods  and  made 
searching  inquiries  as  to  the  needs,  objects,  and  usefulness  of 
this  institution. 
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Bennett  James  Munro,  was   born  at   Bristol,  R.  I.,  April 
3,  1809,  and  died  there   July  6,  1888.     All  the   years  of    his 
long  life  were  passed  in  the  town  of  his  nativity.     His  ances- 
tors, both  in  the  paternal  and  maternal  line,  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  that  town.     His  father  was  Bennett,  and  his 
mother  Saraii,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Abigail  (Lindsey) 
Munro.     His  grandfather  was   also   Bennett,  and  his  grand- 
mother Sarali   Bosvvorth,  of  Nathaniel.     They   were   married 
November  11,  1733.    The  father  was  a  master  mariner,  in  the 
days  of  Bristol's  maritime  prosperity.     During  a  storm  while 
on  his  last  return  voyage,  in   his   anxiety  to   save  his  vessel 
and  crew,  he  exposed  himself  so  long  at  the  wheel,  that  his 
limbs  became  frost-bitten,  and  he  took  a  sevei-e  cold   termin- 
ating in  consumption,  from  which  he  died  February  22,  1808, 
while  the  salute  in  honor  of  Washington's  birthday  was  being 
fired.     His   son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was   born  in  tlie 
following    April.     He    married    September    23,   1828,  Sarah 
Lawton,  the   daughter  of  David   and  Mary  Fish,  who    came 
from  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  to  Bristol.     Sarah  was  the  seventh  in 
descent  -from  John    Howland  of  the  May-Flower.     She  died 
January  20,  1888,  after   a  niariied  life  of   nearly  sixty  years- 
In  1878,  on    the   fiftieth  anniversaiy  of  their  wedding,  many 
of  their  fellow  citizens  called  and  tendered   their  congratula- 
tions to   this  aged  couple,  on  their  long  continued   and  happy 
married  life.      They  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom   survived 
them,  save  one  son. 

From  an  early  age  Mr.  Munio  evinced  an  unusual  love  for 
books,  especially  for  such  as  related  to  the  early  history  of 
New  England.  His  mother  first  placed  him  in  the  school  of 
Mar^i  May,  a  noted  teacher  of  children  in  the  first  quarter 
of  this  century.  His  daughter  has  pi-eserved  a  note  dated 
March  8,  1817,  when  he  was  only  nine  years  of  age,  from 
Mar'm  May  to  his  mother,  speaking  of  the  improvement  her 
son  has  made  in  his  studies,  and  adding  that  his  "  good  behav- 
iour merited  "  her  "  approbation."  From  this  school  he  was 
transferred   to  a  higher  school  taught  in   Bristol  for  many 
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years  by  Aimer  Aldeii,  u.  U.,  1787,  and  who  died  tl'eie  in 
1820.  This  probably  completed  Mr.  Munro's  educational 
course. 

After  this,  and  at  an  early  age,  he  himself  tauf^ht  school 
for  a  few  years,  and  then  at  the  solicitation  and  with  the  aid 
of  Mr.  Pitz  H.  Hoinor,  a  son-in-law  of  the  late  Hon.  James 
DeWolf,  started  a  readinji;  room,  and  in  connection  with  it 
established  the  Bn'xtol  Phenir  of  which  he  was  the  first 
editoi',  and  subsequently  a  frequent  contributor. 

Had  Mr.  Munro  received  a  collegiate  education,  he  would 
undoul)tedly  have  become  a  lawyer.  For  more  than  fifty  years 
lie  attended  every  session  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  Coui't  of  Probate  held  in  Bristol,  either  as 
an  officer  or  as  a  reporter.  He  loved  the  court-i'oom,  watched 
with  interest  every  step  in  the  course  of  judicial  procedures. 
At  the  same  time  he  studied  the  local  laws  of  the  State.  Thus 
he  became  familiar  with  the  forms  and  rules  employed  in  tlie 
administration  of  justice,  and  so  qualified  himself  to  discharge 
with  aptitude,  despatch,  and  accuracy  the  duties  of  the  various 
civil  offices  to  which  he  was  chosen.  He  was  both  a  Notary 
Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
Coroner  for  forty -eight  years.  In  addition  to  these  offices,  he 
served  on  the  School  Committee,  was  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 
Commissioner  of  the  Asylum,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Commis- 
sioner for  Bristol  to  take  the  United  States  census  in  1850, 
i860,  and  aided  in  taking  that  of  1880. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Munro  was  one  of  the  oldest, 
if  not  the  oldest  meml)er  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Domestic  Industry.  For  nine  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  was  a  nieivbcr  of  this  Society,  and  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches.  For  a  half  cen- 
tury, and  up  to  his  death,  he  was  the  local  reporter  for  Bris- 
tol of  the  Providence  Journal  and  to  his  credit  be  it  written 
he  reported  facts  not  rumors.  He  was  also  an  occasional 
contributor  to  the  Journal,  in  the  form  of  discriminating 
obituaries  of    men  of    note,  and   of  interesting  ancient  local 
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events,  the  ineinory  of  vvliich  l)iit  for  his  pen  wuuhi  have  heen 
lost.  Better  tlian  any  other  man  of  his  day,  was  he  acqnaintod 
with  tlie  personal  histoi-y  of  the  first  settlers  of  his  town.  In 
his  youth  it  was  his  hahit  to  interview  the  octo-genarians  of 
that  day,  and  so  he  came  to  know  much  of  the  eai'ly  families, 
from  whence  they  came,  who  wei-e  their  ancestors,  what  their 
occu[)ations,  where  they  first  built  their  dwellings,  and  who 
were  their  descendants.  This  knowledge  he  supplemented  hy 
frequent  and  caieful  examination  of  tlie  first  recoi'ds  hoth  of 
the  town  and  county.  This  work  with  liim  was  a  hihor  of  love. 
Wliatevcr  son  of  Bristol  was  seeking  to  trace  his  line  of 
descent,  whether  living  thei'c  oi-  coming  from  afar,  was  refer- 
red at  once  to  Mr.  Munro.  and  rarely  did  the  seeker  go  from 
him  without  new  light.  Bcfoi-e  the  law  required  the  towns 
to  register  their  viral  statistics,  he  for  many  years,  kept  a 
private  record  of  the  Ijirths,  marriages,  and  deaths.  This 
record  the  town  should  acquire  to  com[)lete  its  own  imper- 
fect one. 

Mr.  Munro  was  a  peace-loving  man  ;  attached  to  his  family, 
and  enjoying  with  them  the  pleasures  of  a  harmonious  domes- 
tic life.  He  was  not  ambitious  of  this  world's  goods,  but  iiad 
a  contentment  that  was  l)etter  than  i-iches.  Attending  with 
his  mother  in  early  life  the  Episcopal  Cliui-ch,  he  later 
became  a  Congregationalist  of  the  "'strictest  sect."  To  him, 
that  was  the  infallible  church.  For  a  half  century  he  regu- 
larly attended  upon  its  ministrations,  contributed  according  to 
his  means  to  its  support,  and  died  in  its  faith.  After  nearly 
four  score  years,  the  reaper  came  and  gathered  him  in,  but  he 
was  ripe  for  the  harvest. 

Hon.  William  Grosvenor,  M.  D.  The  name  of  Grosvenor 
is  of  Norman  origin,  and  has  long  l)een  j)rominent  in  England 
where  its  foremost  representative  is  now  the  Duke  of  West- 
minster. The  first  of  the  family  who  came  to  America  was 
John  Grosvenor,  who  came  from  the  county  of  Chester,  and 
arrived    in   Boston   in    1680.     In    1686   he    united  with    five 
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otliei\s  ill  |)iii'(!li<isiii<r  a  ti'iict  of  country  in  Coniiecticiit,  now 
comprised  within  the  towns  of  Ponifret,  Killin<^ly,  Woodstock 
and  Thompson.  The  tract  then  liore  the  name  of  Mesamo- 
quet,  and  was  hon<j:ht  of  Major  Fitch,  to  whom  it  had  been 
conveyed  l)y  the  son  of  Uncas,  the  great  Mohegan  Saciium. 
Ill  1692,  the  family  of  John  Grosvenor  took  possession  of  their 
portion  of  this  purchase,  and  upon  it  and  near  it  its  rc|ireseu- 
tatives  liave  lived  to  the  ()iesent  time. 

Dr.  William  Grosvenor,  the  suhject  of  this  notice,  was  a 
descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from  the  original  purchaser 
of  this  tract.  lie  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Robert  Grosvenor,  and 
was  born  in  Ivillingly,  Connecticut,  April  30,  1810.  He 
attended  the  best  academics  of  his  native  state,  and  his  father 
needing  his  early  assistance  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
sent  him  first  to  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  Yale  College,  and 
afterwards  to  Philadelphia,  where,  for  three  years,  he  had 
special  advantages  in  connection  with  the  hosj)itals  of  the 
city,  and  attended  the  lectures  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
School,  at  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
in  1830.  He  immediately  became  associated  witli  his  father 
in  medical  practice,  and  in  this  association  he  continued  for 
seven  years,  when  he  moved  to  Providence,  and  here  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  event  which  occasioned  this  change  of  residence,  and 
thus  gave  a  new  direction  to  the  whole  course  of  his  life;,  was 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Anne  Mason,  daughter  of  the  Hon- 
orable James  Brown  Mason,  of  Providence.  Her  parents  had 
died  in  her  childhood,  and  Miss  Mason  was  the  ward  of  her 
uncle,  Mr.  Amasa  Mason,  of  this  city.  Dr.  Grosvenor  came  to 
Providence  with  the  intention  of  continuing  tlie  practice  of  his 
profession,  but  finding  himself  in  the  midst  of  associations  and 
interests  connected  with  business,  he  soon  abandoned  his 
purpose,  and  engaged  in  l)usiiiess  as  a  wholesale  druggist, 
with  Mr.  Edward  Chace,  the  co-partnership  bearing  the  name 
of  Grosvenor  and  Chace.  At  the  end  of  live  years,  the 
co-partnership  was  dissolved.      He  then  emliarked  in  the  busi- 
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ness  of  "  stocking"  calico  printers  witli  the  cloth  which  they 
used,  and  in  this  husiness  he  continued  till  1860.  In  1848, 
he  had  heen  ajtpointed  to  act  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Aniasa 
Mason  who  had  become  disabled  by  ill  health,  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  mills  at  Masonville,  in  Thompson,  Connecti- 
cut, and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Mason  in  1852  he  was  made  the 
administratoi-  of  his  estate,  of  which  one-fourth  part  became 
the  pi-operty  of  Mrs.  Grosvenor.  He  also  succeeded  to  the 
entire  management  of  the  manufacturing  property  of  the 
Masonville  Company,  of  which  Mr.  William  H.  Mason  then 
owned  one-half,  the  other  half  being  the  property  of  his  wife 
and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Eaton. 

He  thus  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  cotton  manufacturer, 
a  career  which  he  pursued  to  the  end  of  his  life,  with  I'are 
judgment,  with  singular  assiduity,  and  with  brilliant  success. 
His  earlier  enteri)riscs  of  business,  especially  that  connected 
with  printing  cloths,  had  been  successful,  and  with  the  capi- 
tal thus  acquired  he  soon  purchased  all  the  shares  of  the 
Masonville  Mills,  except  those  belonging  to  Mrs.  Grosvenor. 
These  latter  were,  in  1868,  l)ought  by  his  two  sons.  An 
interest  of  one-sixteenth  was  also  sold, in  1860,  to  Mr.  Lucius 
Briggs,  the  resident  manager  of  the  mills,  which  he  retained 
till  1883.  The  [)lant  was  so(jn  greatly  enlarged,  old  mills 
were  brought  together  l)y  new  connections,  new  mills  were 
erected,  the  water-power  more  fully  developed,  and  the  pro- 
ductive cajjacity  of  the  whole  was  greatly  increased.  In  1864, 
Dr.  Grosvenor  bought  what  was  known  as  the  "Fisherville 
Property,"  and  certain  adjoining  lands  to  the  north  of  it, extend- 
ing to  Wilsonville,  for  the  prospective  advantages  which  they 
offered.  In  1866  the  Masonville  Company  changed  its  name 
to  Grosvenor  Dale  Company,  its  village  l)eing  from  that  time 
known  as  Grosvenor  Dale,  and  the  Fisherville  Company  took 
the  name  of  North  Grosvenor  Dale  Company,  with  a  corre- 
sponding change  in  the  name  of  its  village.  Two  years  later 
the  two  companies  were  united,  and  now  bear  the  common 
name  of    Grosvenor    Dale   Com))any.     New  mills  have  been 
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built  and  great  changes  have  been  made  in  the  condition  of 
both  these  properties.  Additional  water-power  has  l)een 
acquired  and  steam-power  has  ])een  superadded  A  large  res- 
ervoir has  been  created  with  dykes  and  embankments  of 
great  solidity  and  strength,  and  tenements  have  l)een  con- 
structed for  the  operatives  employed  by  the  Company.  The 
entire  property  now  bearing  its  name  extends  over  a  tract  of 
four  miles  in  length  in  the  valley  of  the  French  River,  a 
branch  of  the  Quinnebaug,  The  original  mills  of  which  he 
became  the  owner  in  1854  then  contained  7.500  spindles  and 
180  looms.  For  the  past  three  years  they  have  had  88,176 
spindles  and  2,357  looms,  the  s])indles  having  been  reduced 
in  number  without  diminution  of  product,  in  consequence  of 
improvements  in  their  make. 

From  his  settlement  in  Providence,  in  1837,  Dr.  Grosve- 
nor's  life  had  been  almost  constantly  devoted  to  active  l)usi- 
ness.  The  change  from  professional  ])ursuits  to  the  pursuits 
of  trade  is  a  critical  event  in  the  life  of  any  man.  With  him 
it  had  led  to  almost  uninterrupted  success.  He  began  his 
new  occupation  by  giving  constant  attention  to  its  daily 
demands  and  l)y  making  himself  master  of  the  principles  and 
methods  by  which  it  was  to  lie  conducted.  In  doing  this  his 
professional  experience  may  not  have  been  without  its  advan- 
tages. It  had  formed  in  him  the  habit  of  cai'cful  attention 
to  the  details  involved  in  the  work  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  had  taught  him  to  guard  against  surprises  in  the  condi- 
tion of  markets  and  the  movements  of  trade.  It  may  thus 
have  done  its  part  to  secure  the  success  wliich  he  continued 
to  have  for  the  period  of  forty  years  almost  without  draw- 
back or  interruption. 

pis  first  period  of  leisure  was  taken  in  the  year  1860,  when 
for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Grosvenor's  health  he  accompanied 
her  with  his  elder  children  on  a  visit  to  Europe.  The  absence 
was  greatly  beneficial  to  them  all,  and  would  have  been  jtro- 
longed  had  it  not  l)een  for  the  anxieties  and  sorrows  occa- 
sioned by  the  Civil  War  which  began  in  tlic  following  year.    The 
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daily  tidings  of  battle  and  slaughter,  and  the  spectacle  of  the 
two  great  sections  of  the  rcj)ul)lic  at  war  with  each  other, 
were  doubly  distressing  to  loyal  citizens  away  from  their  coun- 
try. He  came  home  early  in  1862,  as  did  so  many  others 
from  every  i)art  of  the  world,  to  do  whatever  might  be  in  his 
j)()wer  in  the  sei'vice  of  tlie  country,  and  especially  to  be  as 
near  as  possil)le  to  the  exciting  and  distressing  scenes  which 
were  then  engrossing  public  attention. 

On  his  retui-n  he  immediately  connected  himself  with  the 
patriotic  services  which  were  already  in  progress  in  Rhode 
Island.  In  the  following  year  he  was  chosen  a  senatoi"  from 
the  town  of  North  Providence,  where  he  had  resided  since 
1849,  and  he  immediately  engaged  in  all  the  movements  that 
depended  in  any  way  on  the  action  of  the  I^egislaturc.  He 
was  made  a  member  of  the  legislative  committee  on  finance, 
and  his  careful  judgment  and  well-known  determination  as  a 
citizen  of  large  resources,  made  him  an  authority  in  the  finan- 
cial questions  before  that  body.  The  whole  energy  and 
sti-ength  of  the  State  were  then  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
country.  Taxes  were^  levied  in  amounts  beyond  all  prece- 
dent, and  Rhode  Island  was  ready  to  make  every  exertion 
and  every  sacrifice  which  the  crisis  might  demand.  In  pro- 
moting all  these  movements  the  Senator  from  North  Provi- 
dence was  actively  engaged  during  his  period  of  service. 

In  1866  he  was  again  chosen  to  the  Senate.  The  war  was 
now  ended  and  the  Legislature  of  the  State  was  occupied 
with  new  questions,  the  chief  of  which  were  how  to  maintain 
the  public  credit  and  pay  the  public  debts  which  had  swollen 
to  large  proportions.  In  addition  to  these  matters  of  finance 
were  questions  as  to  how  the  Legislature  could  best  provide 
foi"  those  who  had  been  disabled  in  the  war,  and  how  it  could 
best  honor  the  memories  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  its  bat- 
tles. In  the  deliberations  and  discussions  relating  to  these 
he  took  a  very  active  part,  and  did  much  in  shaping  the  meas- 
ures that  were  adopted.  He  was  a  membei-  not  only  of  the 
finance  committee,  but  also  of  the  joint   committee  of  l)oth 
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houses  a|)poiiited  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  '-a  nioiiuineut  to 
the  uieiuoiy  of  the  officers  aud  nieu  froui  Rhotie  Island,  citlier 
in  the  army  or  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  lost  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  durin<j^  the  late  rebel- 
lion," and  to  procure  designs  and  estimates  for  the  monu- 
ment. It  was  through  the  agency  of  this  committee  that  the 
"Soldiers'  Monument"  was  erected  which  now  stands  in  Ex- 
change Place  in  Providence. 

As  has  been  mentioned,  he  became  a  resident  of  Noi'th 
Providence  in  1849,  having  at  that  time  built  as  the  home  of 
his  family  an  attractive  mansion  on  a  farm  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Grosvenor,  not  far  north  of  the  city  line  and  now  contained 
within  it.  In  1872  he  removed  to  the  house  wliich  he  had 
bought  on  Prospect  Street,  in  which  he  passed  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life.  Long  before  this  date  he  had  given  up  the 
immediate  care  of  the  large  business  of  the  Grosvenor  Dale 
Company  to  his  two  sons,  Mr.  William  Grosvenoi-,  Jr  ,  the 
managing  agent  in  Pi'ovidence,  and  Mr.  James  B.  M.  Gros- 
venor, the  selling  agent  in  New  Yoik.  Soon  after  his  early 
settlement  in  Providence  he  had  l)ecome  connected  with  the 
congregation  of  Grace  Church.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
member  of  its  vestry  and  was  also  an  active  and  most  helpful 
member  of  the  committee  for  the  erection  of  its  beautiful  and 
costly  house  of  woi-ship  on  Westminster  Street.  He  was  fond 
of  society  and  dispensed  a  generous  hospitality,  and  thus  kept 
alive  his  interest  in  the  new  generations  which  were  taking 
the  place  of  that  to  which  he  belonged.  His  constitution  was 
always  robust,  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years  he  retained 
his  powers,  both  of  body  and  mind,  almost  unimpaired.  His 
death  took  place  with  very  slight  premonition,  August  10, 
1888,  at  Maplewood,  New  Hami)shire,  whither  he  had  gone  for 
a  lirief  season  of  summer  recreation.  It  was  occasioned  l»y 
an  acute  and  sudden  affection  of  the  heart  and  the  lungs. 

Dr.  Grosvenor  became  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  in  1872. 
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Henry  Lyman  Parsons  died  in  Providence,  Sunday  morn- 
ing, November  18,  1888.  He  was  the  only  son  of  Lyman  and 
Olive  (Taft)  Parsons,  of  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  born  July  14,  1833.  His  youth  was  spent  in  East  Doug- 
las, where  he  received  a  common  school  education,  and  then 
enjoyed  the  privileges  of  advanced  schools  in  Uxbridge  and 
Westfield.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to  Providence 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Parley  M.  Mathewson  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business.  Here  winning  confidence  and  I'cspect, 
he  became  in  a  few  years  a  member  of  the  firm,  P.  M.  Math- 
ewson and  Company,  and  continued  in  the  same  line  of  l)usi- 
ness  under  different  co-partnerships  until  within  the  last  three 
years.  He  has  served  the  city  of  Providence  as  Councilman 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  in  1888 
was  elected  by  the  General  Assembly  Sheriff  of  Providence 
County,  which  office  lie  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  public  spirited  citizen,  exerting  a  decided  influence  in 
favor  of  such  religious,  charitable  and  militaiT  organizations 
as  tend  to  the  well  being  of  society. 

He  married  in  1859,  Miss  Sarah  K.  Armstrong,  daughter  of 
the  late  Scott  C.  and  Ruth  B.  (Kiml)all)  Armstrong,  who,  and 
four  children  of  adult  years,  survive.  His  funeral  took  [)lace 
at  his  late  home  on  the  21st  of  November  in  the  presence  of 
a  large  company  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  services  wei"e 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Slicer,  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Society,  and  the  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  of 
Lexington,  Massachusetts,  a  former  pastor. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  the  Swan  Point  cemetery, 
which  he  had  done  so  much,  as  an  efficient  trustee,  to  adorn 
and  beautify. 

Mr.  Parsons  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1881. 

James  Eddy  Mauran  united  the  names  of  his  two  grand- 
fathers, both  interesting  in  their  different  ways,  in  Rhode 
Island  history.  The  ancestor  of  the  Mauran  family,  Joseph 
Carlo,  was  a  native  of  Villafranca,  near  Nice,  on  the  Medi- 
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tenaiioiui  shore.  Acoordiiiu;  to  family  tradition,  he  was 
impressed  when  a  mere  lad  and  obliged  to  serve  on  hoard  of 
a  British  man-of-war.  He  escaped  from  this  service,  and  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  War  appears  in  command  of  an  Ameri- 
can privateer,  and  in  1777  as  Captain  of  the  galley  Washing- 
ton, repaired  and  rigged  as  a  schooner,  which  patrolled  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay.  The  war  over,  he  settled  in  Barrington, 
Rhode  Island,  married,  and  left  several  sons,  who  were  well 
known  as  ship  masters  and  in  other  pursuits. 

One  of  these  sons,  Oroondates,  married  Martha,  daughter  of 
the  eminent  Rhode  Island  jurist,  Judge  Samuel  Eddy,  I)ecame 
a  merchant  in  New  York  city,  and  had  several  children,  one 
of  whom  was  the  subject  of  this  notice.  He  was  born  in  New 
York,  June  9,  1817  The  lather  was  conspicuous,  not  only 
by  his  success  as  a  merchant,  but  for  elegant  hospitality,  and 
the  education  and  accomplishments  of  his  sons  and  daughters. 
The  son  James  was  taught  at  good  schools  in  New  York,  and 
became  proficient  in  modern  languages,  writing  and  speaking 
French  and  Spanish  with  fluency.  He  next  entered  his  father's 
counting  house,  where  he  formed  life-long  habits  of  method 
and  precision.  He  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the  importa- 
tion and  sale  of  books.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  occupa- 
tion, he  early  developed  literary  and  historical  tastes,  in  cer- 
tain peculiar  directions.  ''  Mingling  in  his  nature,"  says  his 
friend,  Mr.  John  Austin  Stevens,  "  the  traits  of  his  ancestry, 
he  combined  the  love  of'aiitiquarian  research,  which  marked 
his  maternal  grandfather,  with  the  devotion  to  art.  which 
descended  to  him  in  his  Italian  blood." 

Attracted  in  his  school  days  by  the  Chronicles  of  Froissart, 
he  devoted  much  of  his  time  for  half  a  century  to  the  study 
and  illustration  of  that  work,  and  the  history  and  literature  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  He  collected  books  relating  to  that 
period,  chiefly  in  the  "  modern  Latin  languages."  He  illu.s- 
trated  Froissart  by  marginal  notes  and  inserted  pages,  and 
especially  by  illuminations.  "  Without  a  master's  advice,  he 
instructed  himself  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  excjuis- 
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ite  art  of  illuinination,  and  leaves  l)eliin<i  liim  a  monument  of 
his  skill,  his  taste  and  his  industry,  in  a  collection  of  illumina- 
tions all  by  his  own  hand,  illustrative  of  Froissart's  pages." 
He  added  to  his  collections  while  traveling  in  Europe,  at 
different  times. 

Mr.  Mauran  built  a  i)icturesque  cottage  at  Newport  in  186<), 
and  afterwards  resided  tliere,  appreciating  the  historic  interest 
of  the  place,  and  enjoying  its  social  advantages.  He  delighted 
to  show  and  explain  his  collections.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  management  of  the  Redwood  Library  and  the  Newport 
Historical  Society.  He  made  collections  relating  to  the  his- 
tory of  Newport  and  the  State —  "  a  vast  amount  of  manu- 
script and  printed  matter,  and  a  museum  of  antiquities  rare 
and  extensive,  embracing  Indian  relics,  and  an  endless  variety 
of  examples  of  colonial  dress,  ornament  and  implement." 

Mr.  Mauran  was  admitted  a  resident  member  of  this  Soci- 
ety at  its  annual  meeting  in  1878.  He  occasionally  visited  its 
Library,  expressing  an  interest  in  its  welfare  and  a  desire  and 
intention  that  his  historical  collections  should  here  find  a 
final  resting-place.  He  gave  the  Society  a  fine  portrait  of  his 
grandfather.  Judge  Eddy,  and  a  collection  of  his  papers,  let- 
ters, etc.,  which  have  Iteen  bound  and  indexed.  His  gift  of 
volumes  of  the  New[)ort  Merevry  is  described  in  the  report  of 
the  Library  committee.  One  of  his  latest  cares,  about  two 
months  before  his  death,  was  to  forward  to  our  Secretary 
some  papers  of  antiquai'ian  interest,  and  a  contribution  to  the 
list  of  Indian  names  of  places  in  Rhode  Island,  for  the  use  of 
the  committee  on  that  subject. 

In  1858,  he  married  a  niece  of  James  Fenimore  Cooper, 
who,  without  children,  survives  him.  He  died  at  his  home  in 
Newport,  November  27, 1888. 

(This  notice  is  mostly  abridged  from  an  excellent  article  in 
the  Newport  Mercury,  December  1,  by  Mr.  John  Austin 
Stevens.) 
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Zebulon  Lewis  Whitk  died  December  81.  1888,  at  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  wliitlier  he  liad  gone  for  his  health.  Fie 
was  the  son  of  Zchulon  I*.  White,  and  was  liorn  in  Norton, 
Massachusetts,  July  23,  1842.  When  eight  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  whicli  was  his 
home  thencefoi'ward  till  his  admission  into  Tufts  College,  at 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1866,  and  of  which  he  was  a  trus- 
tee from  1872  till  his  death.  After  some  experience  as  a 
teacher,  he  began  his  career  as  a  journalist  in  the  office  of  the 
New  York  Tribune^  advancing  step  by  step  till  he  became,  in 
1870,  chief  Washington  correspondent  of  that  paper.  That 
position  he  held  with  marked  credit  for  ten  successive  years. 
Among  his  achievements  heralded  over  the  country  are  still 
remembered  his  obtaining  for  the  Tribune  the  full  text  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  before  it  was  officially  promulgated,  his 
glowing  accounts  of  the  Ku  Khix  cruelties  in  the  South,  and 
his  vivid  narrations  of  the  doings  of  the  Electoral  Commission. 
In  1880,  Mr.  White  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  made 
many  stanch  friends. 

After  leaving  the  State  in  1887,  he  was  connected  with  the 
New  York  Tribune  and  the  Philadelphia  Press,  and  wrote 
several  creditable  articles  for  the  American  Mat/azlne,  one  of 
which  illustrates  the  life  and  career  of  William  Blackstone. 

He  became  a  resident  member  of  this  Society  in  1881  and 
retained  this  position  till  he  was  elected  a  corresponding 
member  in  1888.  During  his  editorial  career  in  the  State  he 
had  frequent  occasion  to  consult  the  Society  Library,  and 
after  his  removal  made  prolonged  visits,  consulting  certain 
rare  manuscripts  and  historical  works. 
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INSTITUTIONS    AND    CORPORATIONS    FROM 
WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


American  Congregational  Society,  Boston, 

Mass. 

American  Pliilosophical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Boston  City  Messenger.  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Brazil  Museum,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  V. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California  Pioneer  Association,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian   Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Cayuga  County  Historical  Society,  Cayuga, 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  III. 
Chicago  Newbury  Library,  Chicago,  III. 
Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
Connecticut  State  Library.  Hartford,  Conn. 
Copenhagen  Society  of  Northern  Antiqua- 
ries, Denmark. 
Critic  Company,  New  York.  N.  Y. 
Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 
Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 
Grand  Rapids  Board  of  Trade,  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Mich. 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Hubbard,  Luther  P.,  76  W^all  Street,   New 

York,  N.  Y. 
Iowa  Historical  Society,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 
Irrepressible  Society,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Alfred  Evan,  Salmon,  N.  H. 
Ladies'   Calhoun   Monument    Association, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
London  Royal  Historical  Society,  London, 

Eng. 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y. 
Lowell  Old  Residents  Association,  Lowell, 

Ma-^s. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Massachusetts     Railroad    Commissioners, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston.  Mass. 
Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 
Middlebury  Historical  Society,  Middlebury, 

Vt. 
Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural   Sciences, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Minnesota    State    Historical    Society,   St. 

Paul,  Minn. 
New     England     Historical      Genealogical 

Society,  Boston,  Mass. 
New    Haven    Colony    Historical     Society, 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York, 

N.  Y. 
New  York  Mercantile  Library,  New  York, 

N.  Y. 


New  York  Meteorological  Observatory, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

North  Biookfitld,  Committee  of,  North 
Brooktield,  Mass. 

Norwegian  Society  of  Antiquity,  Kristiania, 
Norway. 

Ohio  Historical  Society,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Open  Court  Company.  Chicago,  III. 

Paconituck  Valley  Association,  Deerfield, 
Mass. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Providence.  City  of,  Prov  rience,  R.  I. 

Providence  Journal,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence,  R. 
I. 

Providence  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. Providence,  R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence.  R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Insurance  Commissioners, 
Providence.  R    I. 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Proyidence, 
R.I. 

Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Domestic  Industry,  Providence, 
R.I 

Rhode  Island  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Histor- 
ical Society.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rhode  Island.  State  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Company,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

San  Francisco  Library  Association,  Cal. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Indians,  Boston,  Mass. 

South  California  Historical  Society,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. 

Tennessee  Historical  Society,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Travellers  Insurance  Company,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Tufts  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

United  States  Chief  Signal  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Commission  of  Pensions, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  State,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  Interior, 
Washington,  D   C. 

United  States  Fish  Commission,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

United  States  Life  Saving  Service,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Virginia  Historical  Society.  Richmond,  Va. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  Stnte  Historical  Society,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 
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PERSONS  FROM  WHOM  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN 
RECEIVED. 


Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Allen,  Zachariah,  family  of.  Providence,  R.  I. 
Ames,  John  G.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Andrews,  E.  Benjamin,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Angell,  James  B.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Anthony.  Lewis  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Aplin,  Charles,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Arnold,  James  N.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Ai-nold,  Noah  J.,  Providence,  R.I. 
Arnold,  Stephen  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Austin, John  Osborne,  Providence,  H.  1, 
Aylsworth,  Ely,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Barton,  E.  M.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Bailey,  W.  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Ballou,  Latimer  W.,  Woonsocket,  R.  1. 
Harrington,  Mrs.  Rachel  Hall,  New   York, 

N.Y. 
Battell,  Miss  Anna,  Norfolk,  Conn. 
Battell,  Bobbins,  Norfolk,  Conn. 
Beckwith,  Henry  T.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bennet,  Charles  P.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bliss,  George  N.,  East  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bowditch,  Josiah  B.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Briggs,  Samuel,  Cleveland,  O. 
Briggs,   Samuel  A.,    15  Courtland   Street, 

New  York.  N.  Y. 
Brinley,  Francis,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Browne,  Miss  Marie,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bucklin,  Elisha  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Bulkley,     Mrs.    Abby     Isabel      (Brownl, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Burringanie,  Mrs.  E.  S.,  Pawtuxet,  R.  I. 
Burrough,   Mrs.    Martha    Howell,    Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 
Caldwell,    Rev.    Samuel     L  .    Providence, 

R.  L 
Chace,  Arnold  B.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Clarke,  Benjamin  F..  Providei  ce,  R.  I. 
Clarke,  Preston,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Clark,  Dr.  Franklin  C,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Clark,  Rt.    Rev.   Thomas   M.,    Providence^ 

R.  I. 
Cole,  Miss  Annie,  Warren,  R.  I. 
Collins,  Dr.  George  L.,  Providence,  R    I. 

5 


Congdon,  Charles.  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Cranston,  George  K,,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Coombs,  H.  M.  &   Company,  Providence, 

R.  I. 
Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Darling,  Charles  W.,  Utica.  N.  Y. 
Davis,  John  W.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Deane.  Lewelly,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Denison,  Charles  Hyde,  Wiscasset.  Me. 
Denisou,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York.  N.  Y  . 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Drowne,   Rev.    T.     Stafford,   New     York, 

N.Y. 
Dewey,  David  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Edwards,  George  W.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Ernst,  C.  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
P'olsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Farnham,  J.  E.  C,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Fillmore,  Dr.  C.  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Fisher,  Dr.  C.  A..  Providence,  R.  I. 
Flint,  Dr.  Austin,  New  York,  \.  Y. 
Foster,  Joseph,  London,  Eng. 
Francis,     Dr.   Valentine   Mott,     Newport, 

R.  1. 
Freeman,   E.  L.  &  Company,  Providence, 

R.  I. 
Fretwell,  John,  London,  l"-ng. 
Frieze,  Henry  S.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Frost,  \V.  B.,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Gammell,  William,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Gardner,  Asa  Bird,  Garden  City,  N.  Y. 
Garland,  A.  H.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Gladding,  Mrs.  Jarvis,  Providence,  R.  I, 
Greely,  A.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Green,  Arnold,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Greene,  Thomas  C  ,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Greene,  Welcome  A  ,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Gossk-r,  Jacob   L  ,   South    Oxford    Street, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
llale,  Horatio,  Clinton,  Ontario,  Canada. 
Ham,  Mrs.  Benjamin  W., Providence,  R.  I. 
Hawkins,  Rush  C,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Hazard,  Miss  Caroline,  Peacedale,  R.  I. 
Hazard,  Miss  Emily  Lyman,  Newport,  K.  I- 
Hazard,  Rowland,  Peacedale,  R.  I. 
Henry,  J.  Buchanan,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Howard,  Rev.  R.  B.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Howland,  John  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Huling,  Ray  Greene,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Hoyt,  David  W.,  Providence,  R.   I. 
Jencks,  Charles  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Jones,  Charles  C,  Jr.,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Joslin,  H.  V.  A.,  Providence,  R    I. 
Kendall,  Oliver,  Providence,  R.  T. 
Kimball,  Henry  M.,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Knight,  Robert  S.,  Providence.  R.  I. 
Knowlcs,  Benjamin  ?'.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Leach,  Robert,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Leete,  William  A.,   Providence,  R.  I. 
Lincoln,  Fred    W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  Jane,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Lippitt,  Mr;-.  Christopher,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Maine,  Rev.  A.  E.,  Ashaway,  R.  I. 
Marsh,  Lucius  B.,  13  Tremont  Street,  Bos- 
ton, Mass 
Mason,  Norman  N.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport,  R.  I. 
McGuinness,  E.  D.,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Morehead,  Mrs.  L.  M.,  Columbus.  O. 
Morgan,  Thomas  J.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Moseley,  W.  H.  T.,  Providence,  R.  1. 
Nickerson,  Anson  D.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Noyes,  Mrs.  Samuel  M.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Pabodie,  B.  Frank,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Paul,  Edward  J.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Peckham,  S.  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Peet,  Rev.  S.  D.,  Mendon,  111. 
Peirce,  Christopher  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Pegram,  John  C,  Providence,  R  .    I. 
Perry,  Amos,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Perry,  Aaron,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Perry,  Edgar.  Cleveland,  O. 
Perry,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Perry, John  G.,  South  Kingstown,  R.  I. 


Perry,  Rl.  Rev.Wm.  Stevens,  Davenport,  la. 

Phillips,  Henry,  Jr.,  Philadelpliia,  Pa. 

Poland,  W.  C,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Reid,  J  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence,  R.I. 

Rhodes,  Edward  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rice,  Mrs.  Fitz  James,  Providence   R    I. 

Rice,  Franklin  P.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Richard.  Mrs.  M.  P.,  Natick,  Mass. 

Robbins,  Gilbert  F.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rodman,  Henry  W.,  Providence.  R.  I. 

Root.  Mrs  James  P.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Rosenthal,  Albert,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Russell,  LeviW.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rourke,  John  G.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Schonwiilder,  Dr.,  Gorlitz,  Prusssia. 

Scribner,  Charles  &  Son,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  N.  J.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Stockwell,  Thomas  B.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Stone,  Rev.  A.  D.,  it,  Locust  Street,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Stone,  L.  M.  E.,  North  Providence,  R.  I. 

Stiness,  Walter  R.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Thompson,  J.  C,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Tillinghast,  James,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Tinkham,  William,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Trescott,  John  W.,  46  John  Street,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

Updike,  D.  Berkeley,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Utter,  George  N..  Westerly,  R.  I. 

Vandyke,  Rev.  Henry,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Vinton,  Mrs.  Frances  J.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Walker,  Francis  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Walker,  Mrs.  Hope  P.,  Briston. 

Wall,  Caleb  A.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Watson,  S.  M  ,  Portland,  Me. 

Weeks,  Stephen, 

Westcolt,  A.  A.,  Hopedale,  Mass. 

Whaites,  Edward  P.,  Alderson,  Monroe 
County,  W.  Va. 

AVhitcher,  William  T.,  31  State  Street,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

White,  DeWitt  C,  Providenee,  R.  I. 

Williams,  J.  Fletcher,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Willett,  Rev  John  W.,  Pawtucket,  R.    I. 

Winsor,  Justin,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Wright,  Carroll  D  ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wright,  R.  W.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS.— 1888. 


ELECTED. 

8S5.  Aldrich,  Elisha  Smith 

574.  Aldrich,  Nelson  Wilinarih 

575.  Ames,  William 

876.  Angell,  Edwin  G. 
S80.  Anthony,  John  B. 

875.  Aplin,  Charles 

574.  Arnold,  Olnev 

887.  Arnold,  Richard  James 

877.  Arnold,  Stephen  Harris 
8S1.  Austin, John  Osborn 

853.  Bailey,  William  Mason 
8S1.  Bailej,  Richard  Arnold 
881.  Baker,  David  Sherman,  Jr. 
883.  Ballou,  Frederick  Milton 

854.  Ballou,  Latimer  Whipple 
872.  Barrows,  Edwin 

886.  Barstow,  Amos  C,  Jr. 

888.  Bartlett,  John  Russell 

876.  Barton,  Robert 

879.  Barton,  William  T. 

889.  Bartow,  Evelyn  P. 
883.  Bates,  Isaac  Comstock 
888.  Bennett,  Charles  Patrick 

858.  Binney,  William 
S87.  Blake,  Eli  Whitney 

575.  Bogman,  Edward  Young 
8S1.  Bradley,  Charles 

S70.  Brinley,  Francis 

883.  Brown,  D.  Russell 

883.  Brown,  H.  Martin 

875.  Brown,  John  Adams 

876.  Bugbee,  James  H. 

875.  Bull,  Samuel  T 

884.  Bullock,  Jona  Russell 
884.  Burdick,  James 

859.  Calder,  George  Beckford 

887.  Caldwell,  Samuel  Lunt 

880.  Campbell,  Daniel  G. 

876.  Campbell,  Horatio  Nelson 


ELECTED. 

S73.  Carpenter,  Charles  Earl 

874.  Carpenter,  Francis  Wood 

886.  Carpenter,  George  Moulton 

888.  Chace,  James  H. 

879.  Chace,  Lewis  J. 
SSc.  Chace,  Jonathan 

880.  Chace,  Julian  A. 

868.  Chace,  Thomas  Wilson 

857.  Chambers,  Robert  B. 

883.  Child,  Charles  H. 

884.  Chapin,  Charles  Value 
8S7.  Claflin,  Arthur  W. 
878.  Clark,  Thomas  March 

850.  Coats,  James 

S77.  Codman,  Arthur  Amory 

SS5.  Collins,  George  Lewis 

886.  Comstock,  Richard  W. 

872.  Congdon,  Johns  Hopkins 
874.  Cranston,  Henry  Clay 
877.  Cranston,  George  K. 

881.  Cranston,  James  E. 

576.  Cushman,  Henry  I. 
886.  Dart,  Edward  M. 
8S7.  Day,  Albert  C 
881.  Day,  Daniel 

874.  Day,  Daniel  Eugene 
881.  DeWolf,  John  James 
886  Dews,  Joseph 

851.  Dixon,  Nathan  Fellows 
877.  Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 

577.  Dorrance,  Samuel  Richmond 
SSS.  Douglas,  Samuel  Tobey 

883.  Douglas,  William  Wilberforce 

875.  Dunnell,  William  Wanton 
877.  Durfee,  Charles  S. 

849.  Durfee,  Thomas 

838.  Dyer,  Elisha 

873.  Fames,  Benjamin  Tucker 
886.  Earle,  Charles  R. 
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ELECTED. 

[856.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 

[862.  Ely,  William  Davis 

[858.  Everett,  Richmond  Pearl 

[876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q^ 
1878.  Fisher,  Charles  Harris 
18S5.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
[8S8.  Foster,  Samuel 

1881.  Foster,  William  E. 

1855  Gammell,  Asa  Messer 

[875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 

[844.  Gammell,  William 

1884.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 

18S9.  Gardner,  Rathbone 

[889.  Gardner,  Henry  Brayton 

[8S5.  George,  Charles  H. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  Wood 

iSSi.  Goddard,  Moses  Brown  Ives 

1850.  Goddard,  Williani 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  Townsend 

[878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 

[876.  Greene,  Henry  L. 

[887.  Greene,  Thomas  C. 

[877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

[883.  Gregory,  Harry 

[872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 

7.  Guild,  Reuben  Aldridge 

2.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 
1878.  Hall,  Robert 
[878.  Harkness,  Albert 

[874.  Harrington,  Henry  Augustus 

r884.  Harris,  William  A. 

3.  Harson,  M.  Joseph 
[871.  Hazard,  Rowland 

[888.  Hazard,  Rowland  Gibson,  2d. 

iSSi.  Hersey,  George  D. 

1873.  Hidden,  Henry  Atkins 
[873.  Hidden,  James  Clifford 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  Jefferson 
1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
[879.  Olney,  George  H. 
[883.  Olney,  James  H. 
1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 


ELECTED. 

874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 
8S7.  Hopkins,  William  H.,  2d. 

871.  Hoppin,  Frederic  Street 
SSo.  Hoppin,  William  Warner 
843.  Howland,  John  Andrews 
S85.  Howland,  Richard  Smith 
8S2.  Hoyt,  David  Webster 
8S2.  Jackson,  William  F.  B. 
888.  Jameson,  John  Franklin 
867.  Jencks,  Albert  Varnum 
885.  Johnson,  Oliver 

SSo.  Jones,  Augustine 

883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
SSo.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
S76.  Kimball,  James  M. 

884.  King,  William  Dehon 

885.  King,  George  Gordon 
883.  Klapp,  Lyman 

879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 

883.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 

879.  Lincoln,  John  Larkin 

880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
S78.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

881.  Littlefield,  Alfred  H. 
877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 
877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

877.  Mason,  George  Champlin 

8S4.  Mason,  George  Champlin,  Jr. 

8S1.  Mason,  John  H. 

883.  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B. 

875.  Miller,  Augustus  Samuel 
SSi.  Miner,  Francis  Wayland 

876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

886.  Mowry,  Raymond  G. 

882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 
876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 

874.  Nightingale,  Geo.   Corlis,Jr. 

887.  Norris,  Samuel,  Jr. 
S75.  Smith,  Edwin  Augustus 
SSS.  Smith,  Sandford  Billings 
869.  Southwick,  Isaac  Harrison 
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ELECTED. 

1S78.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  Frank 

18S8.  Packard,  Alpheus  S. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 
1S85.  Page,  Charles  H. 

1S83.  Parkhurst,  Charles  Henry 

1S47.  Parsons,  Charles  William 

1S77.  Pearce,  Edward  Douglas 

1857.  Peck,  Walter  A. 

1887.  Peckham,  Stephen  Farnum 
1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  Wardwell 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 

1858.  Perry,  Amos 
1S80.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 

1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  Williams 

1S73.  Phillips,  Theodore  Winthrop 

1878.  Porter,  Emory  Huntington 

18S7.  Preston,  Howard  W. 

1SS5.  Reid,JamesA. 

1S8S.  Reynolds,  Walter  N. 

1859.  Reynolds,  William  Job 
1877.  Richmond,  Walter 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 

1888.  Rogers,  Arthur 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1856.  Sabin,  Charles 

1S77.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 

1S77.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1851.  Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
1SS5.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 
1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1877.  Slater,   Horatio  Nelson,  Jr. 

1S83.  Slater,  John  Whipple 

18S3.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1 888.  Smith,  Benjamin  W. 

1852.  Smith,  Charles  H. 


ELECTED. 

1885.  Southwick,  Isaac  Hinckley. 
1S74.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 
iSSi.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 
1S69.  Staples,  William 

1888.  Stark,  Charles  Rathbone 

1868.  Steere,  Henry  Jonah 

1879.  Stiness,John  Henry 

iSSr.  Stone,  Alfred 

1 886.  Sturges,  Howard  O. 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  Chapin 

1853.  Talbot,  Frederick 

1574.  Taylor,  Charles  Frederic 
iSSi.  Thomas,  Charles  Lloyd 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  Francis 
1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1575.  Trippe,  Samuel  Gardiner 
1SS5.  Tucker,  William  A. 
1S74.  Turner,  Henry  Edward 
1885.  Updike,  Daniel  Berkeley 

1881.  V'ose,  James  Gardner 
1884.  Walton,  William  A. 
1S61.  Waterman,  Rufus 

1868.  Weeden,  William  Babcock 

1887.  Welling,  Rich'd  Ward  Greene 
1884.  White,  Stillman 

1874.  Whitford,  George  Washington 

1884.  Wightman,  Augustus  A. 

1854.  Wilbour,  Joshua 

1854.  Williams,  Alfred  Mason 
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